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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
AND PACIFISM, 1939-1944 


To OU, DOK z 


1. PJ 2504-42 


THR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


the conference is to take twe days. There 


are four sessions. They are at 2-0 and 6¢0 on Saturday. and at 


) 
9-49 and 2-68 e@ Sunday. It is held in the harge gall ef the 


Friends ’Meeting House, Eusten Road, Londen. 
Admissien i@ by ticket. Ordirary mexbexs have rhite tickets 
representing ene vote and delerates have green ones rerresenting 


ten. 

Tae area ef the hall is quite filled fer tus firat vesaior 
altheugh there are a runber ef seats ir the gullery still 
uneccupiede 
= fhere are «bout, 00 peeyle in the hall altogetuner. Tneue are 

digided inte «0 per cent women and oO per cent wene About oD 


- 


per cent of tae wnele are under «0- Tue majority «wre of «a and B 
class witn 20 per cent C class. 


There is a hum of talk before tiie speaking beginse Many 


peovle have come frem all rnarts of the country and are greeting 


their friendse Some of the mer have beards, seme hawe sun burned 


faces as though they have been workirg en the land, seme are 


clad in sherts as theugh they have cycled to the meeting. 


The hall is airy and well lighted and the yplattern i858 easily 


visible frem all corners. 


Re 


The members ef tne Natienal Ceuncil and the efficers ef the 
PePeUs are on the platforme Amengst them are Dr Alex Weed, Jeun 


Middleten liurry, Stugrt Merris, Maprice Rewntree, Vera Brittain 


and Jehn Barclayce 


Promptly at £0. Dr Alex Weed, the chairman, epens the 


RUINNRRe meetinge After his evening remarks Stuart Merris presents 
the Renerte He anneunces ang agendum which was written tee late 
ta be added to the nvrirted rerepte It cencerns the resignatien 
Of Davhd Spreckley, Rey Walker and Herbert Grgy because they did 
net agree with the rolicy ef the PePeUe 

There is sene discussie abeut thise There are soue criticisms 
ef Peace News pelicy- 

A man, M40BZ gets up and accuses & wemmn member ef tue P.PeU- 
ef writing a letter te Peace hews which was centrary to tue 


basic idea of tue union. Tunere 18 some murmur g ef questien. Te 


Cuwirmen wsks fer tie neae of tae persem accused and 18 teld that 
it ie Vera Brittaine fhe chairman assures her that she will be 
“ 


given an evrertunity te reply later. 

He then rrecedes with the repert warning the audience that 
their remarks must be limited te three minutes. 

A weman, F40B, reads a reselutie: from uer greup, which 
regrets the restrietion ef tue Women's Canpaign of tne PePeU. 
which was led by Sybil Lerrisel.. 


In reply « wouan from tae platferm, F25B, says taat it is 


vv 


Je 


time tat we ferget tuat we are wemen and remembered tuat we are 


io " 
citizens. We de net need any separate organisatien te suppert us. 


inere is clapping Tor 19 secends in comaendatian of this. 
Vera Brittain thewnrises te reply. Tuere is CeePppinge rer 12 


appl awat 


seconds a3 322 cames ta thie 


4icronione.e She explains that the 
Speaker must be under a misanprehkersien as she never wrete the 
letter gee mentiened and that the last ene she did wktte was en 
quite a different subject. There is w 25 secends assheune. 

Tewards the end ef the rerert thereg are criticisrs that tke 
it is being taken tee quickly andthat the iters are beirg steam 
relliered in the precesse Tue cuairmar points eut tiat tue repert 
mas already been circulated and accepted in tuis ferm aid tuat in 
erder te make a cumamge tie Standing Orders will suve to suspended. 
Fellows furtaer discussion and a vete is taken wuether te accept 
tae repert as it is er suspend tae Standing Orders. Tue motien te 
accept them as they are is eerrieds 


Jean Barclay tuen presents the repert of the nutiesnal 


develepment efficere That is carried after enly twe questiens. 
When Middleten Murry rises te rnresent his repert there is 

18 secends aprlause. He is ebvieusly as rerular with the audience 

as with the peorle on the riatform. He ayelogises ter the 

persenal nature ef the reperte There are serie criticars frem tne 

audience. 


A man, M#OB, sags that o18 greup Aave feund diff ieulty in 


Zs 


Being given snace for rrenaganda in Peace News. Anether, MI5B, 
reads anti nacifist vnassages from Peace News. The older men 
criticise the Pacifist Cemertary edited by Observer. The yeunger 
people are ebviously im favour es it ard tuere aregrumbles at 
Such critissisue 

MSOC says that Peace News is tue enuly significant ting tuat 
Has ceme eut of the PePeUe since tne begginning ef tae ware There 
are cries 6f “ Hiar-Mear.“ 

Andrew Stewart, MSOB, says taat Middleten Murry is net super- 
human, & 

i wenenté veices “Questien?"® 

M40B savs that this might be a meeting of the natienal 
gevernnent and that he theught it eut ef rlace te hear criticsisms 
af Peace News in such a gathering. 

John Middleten Murry replies ir a rather cavalier rarrere 
These same criticaisms have apisen every year aid uc does het 
take them very serieusly-. 

There is 20 secends applause after his renarks. 

Then feliews a repert ef the War Hesisters Iuternatienl 
given by Runkaam Brewn a bearded agile man ef 60+ he expaslaaAnms 
new tuere is still resistance te war, even in tke ceuntries under 


Nazi deminatien. Speakers from tue audience suggest cleser 


ce eperatien between the WR WeReI- and the PePeUe 


o- 


' * 
fuen feilews an neur s break for twa. 


lae audience file out of the hall towards the tea room e There 


— 


are rore greetings in tue cerriders between men whe have net seen 


each ether fer seme time. 

Prisen is the rain terie ef cenversatien.— 
SOB: Ive just finished my six menths. I expect I skal] be called 
up again and Ill have te go tireugn the sane business again. 
M40OB: I sew yeu in Wakefield didntI? Im a priser visiter tiere. 
eescsoe I dont knew waat tnueyll de wits me when I get uy senténee. 


They cant send me te Wakelfield Im tee well knewn theres 


F25B: Did yeu see ooesscoesessee Waen you were in Wermweud. He's 


a friend ef mine? 


M25B: There were a let ef Ce0+eS when I was there. 600 priseners 


and 400 ef them C.0eS- What is he like? 
F25B: He's get a beard. 
M25B: Mest ef them have beards. 


MSSB3 They're lucky» They wert let yeu keer beards your beard ir a 


let ef the  :rTrisenBe 


+ 


MSOB: He was effered land werk as an alternative, but ne went take 


ite He's an abselutist and wont accept any kind ef alternative 
cCompromisee Se ne'll nave te finisx nis twelve menth sentence 


and then ne'll be up fer a summens again, I suppese. 


6 « 


MOOBs Ive decided te de feresatry werk in Menweuthshkire.e I nad 
theught e@-deing seme civil defeuce werk in Lenden and helping at 
the Central Beard ef CeOs, but it is tee mues ef a compremise. 


4 expect I shall have te ge te prigen again seen, in any case. 


There is a literature stall in the cerrider whieh is kept 


censtantly busy. Amengst the literature disnlayed are the 
fellwwing rnamnhlets: 

C-O8 Hansard 

Prisen Reutine 

Atlantic Gkharter | 

And tre Bend of Peace Panphlets by’. — 

Gill 

JeMiddleten Murry 


Charles Ravenme eteée 


Tea is served in tae restaurant in the basement ef Friends Heuse. 


After tea the peeple wander abeut the cerriders talking. 


Premptly at 50 pmg the chairman reepens the meeting again. 


There are new a few mere peenie in the audience. 


Maurice Rewntree befere he xeverxtkae presents the finarciafi 
repert anneunces his resigratien as financial secretary, but it 


is anneunced that he will still cortirue te give his services te 


the PeP.U- 


ve 


Hie anneunces that Hames Hudsen ana Alfred Salter are te 


Cake en his jebe He then precedes with his renerte He says that 
he is distressed abeut the debt en Dick Shennard Heuse. He has 


calculated that 5/11 per head frer every P.PeUe member weuld 
wire eff the debt. 

At this, a man, M90C, rises ard sugrests tiat eververe whe 
feels that the debt siieuld be raid wf2 suould rut nis rame ard 
address in @ nat, as a prewisve te Scud6/p fer tuat puryese.e He 

writes ais ewn name and address and begins the coliectien by 
handing reund uis ewn Late 

Aiter tuis, and as tie uat and cellecting bewls are geing 
reund, the discussien turns tewards tre Peace Service Bureau, wae 


are stated te nave received £1,000 frem P.P.U- and whe are net 


part ef PePeUe, but an inderendent bedy. It is suggested that 
all the members are net in agreement with the PeSeBe and thus, 
general furds sheuld net be given te it. A cerparisen is 

drawn between the werk dere by the PeSeB. ard tne Central Beard 
fer Conscientieus Objecters ara it is sugested tiat tre latter 
bpedy , rather tuan tue first one suould be surperted by tue 
P.PeUe A vote is taken and it is decided net te reer tue Reyart 


backe 


A general discussion en aims is tie opened by Lerd Pensenby. 


He begins by saying that he is pleased te wee se many peeple in tke 


audience and that ue is pleased te knew that se many are still 
cencerned abert pnacifisme lie says that it is the pacifists werk 
te werk fer peace befere and after a war, but that war tine itself 
is « time af waiting and preparatien. He peints eut that many 
peeple came inte tae Dick Sheppard mevemwent eut ef curiesity and 
that they have since been swert away. Tnen he goes en te talk abeut 
individual freedem.e Hie says that in Germany the reenle are cemnelled 
inte war, whereas in England there is a rasive accertarce which is 
raucnh rere reprehensible. 

Cry ef “Share” fren the audiences 

He says that we must fight centirued reariarert and we nust 
figut fer real Peace Aius- He says that tue only discirliue tuat 
imaginative peeple can accept is self discipl&nex and that it is 
net necessary te nave a seciety or greup te inmpese it. 


Tne audience are very receptive and there is 09 seconds applause 


at the ende 


In the discussien that Tellews, a man, KM 35 A; sneaking frem 


the aucience, calls for imazinative citizenship which will embrace 


a: oe Atanet te. £. ~~ 
& cede of iife in which individual mnhenataaan g car be recegnised. 


Anether man, MS5B, says that it will be raci?ists whe will lead the 


werld ir the ends Anether arjpeals fer tue rereval of cerditions 


Waich must always invelve war. 


ly agit 


= fh -— | 


oe 


The discussien is summed up and cercluded by Stuart 


Merris. 


The audience ther breaks up and uestsand visiters fer tie 
night sent tuemselves eute The cenferance will reasseuble in tune 


merninge 
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the means God had siven tnems only tney ielt tae uselessness ol 
opposing viohence with violence, 


astor Hildebrandt began by quoting the 1ast four > of Luther’ 
95 theses, and spoke with particular emphasis ot the QYend: reiter: cis 
t again a@na again, = "Away with the prophets who cr to Line vneople 
of Christ, Peace, Pe: CSG s« © 6 &l there 18 no peace," 

The idea of peace made a creat appeal to the "old Adan" within 

Yne id | eS DI 
one, he said. He himself, after 211 the suffering he had seen and 
been through, did not feel at all pleased to hear that the problens 
after the war were going to be even haraer an sre bitter than the 
war problems, he felt that after the war he would like 4 Jittle 
happiness, &na to settle jown. This kind of feeling was a temptation, 
and we must 811 resist the temptation to seek peace wonicn would be 
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laziism, wateza and ail it stood ior, with one who represented 
Antichrist. He talked of the Norwegians, who under their spiritual 
eader had refused to &llow the Nazi8S to dictate to their consciences; 
of the Dutch, who similérly nea rejected the Nazi LtieSemitic 
oropeganda, on the.ground that th gewish question was bound u ith 
the -Onristian question; of th ishop of llunster, who had uttere 

*thé bravest wor that have been svpolzen under the Third Reich." 
hoped that he ana his hearers would be ready, too, to © their part 
wnen vil & & t 1¢ Came 
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share in t tribulation of t World, whether in @n ambulance, in 
oh Ob): be ae 1 l Vid ee elters . . . 

Vanon Raven began by, saying that the addrs f Pastor Hildebrendt., 
& member or the nation with Whom we wer 01 6 War, Wi On O8t | 

moving he had ever heard from that vlatforn, 

ne Spoke, rather lightly, of people who felt the‘ ust . be sine 
everything themselves, who felt that the new world could only come ag 
& result of their efforts. This. he said. was the Pelagian heresy 

~s r ; “ 
and no doubt Pastor Hildebrandt and many of his hearers would be 
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was evidently 2 jok 
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young p&éstor smiled broadly). 
Rav ei a G Ate about how intolerzble many people 
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take no part in it. This desir e to share in the world's sufferins 
ae said, was not masochistic, it was the Christian feeling that where 
Christ was crucified ane Ww, sk xnKE the pl aCe of Christians was peside 
him on the Cross. He said wnat some had found &an outlet for this 
feeling in Yoang wnat they could to alleviate tae 2iseries or the war 
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171 Tavistock Street; 


Bediorde 


CVC/D/C 17 April 1940 


TeHarrisson; Heqe; 
Mass-Observations, 
12: Chancery Lane; 
London, WeCece 


Dear lr. Harrisson; 


Last Sunday evening I was able to make my 
first contact with P.PeU.emembers in this towne 


I am informed that there are about 150 
names on - the books of this movement for the district 
but according to the member who gave me this inform 
ation many of them are not activeée 


They hold,I believe,a monthly meeting and 
of course a number of them are Quakers. Last Sunday 
MireMaurice Rowntree.the author of a very excellent 
book "Mankind set free",gave an address at the Friends 
Meeting Houseée 


I attended a meeting held by a small group 
of the P.P.eUehneld in a private house,and it appears 
that every Sunday evening a dozen or so of them 
meet at one of their housese It is interesting to note 
that there is a marked tendency for all sorts of 
group meetings to take place in @ private houses 
at the present time. The Oxford Movement use this 
nethod and I have associated with my Works a Study 
Group w ich meets in my house very frequently. 


The P.PeUegroup meeting I attended consisted 
of about 15 members,of whom 4 were women of ciiddle 
age,one of these being an Austrian. It was interesting 
to note that while this woman appeared most anxious 
for an immediate peace (I am not quite sure why ),she 
was insistent that Germany would never be a democracy 


T.Harrisson, Esa. 17/4/40 


but must have,as she termed it "a strong Government". 
I presume she meant a Government which would motivate 
the German nation by fear. 


The P.P.U.Group were genuinely pleased to have 
someone among them who was not a Pacifist. As they all 
were in agreement as to the disgraceful state of this 
country and the imperialist designs of its statesmen, 
they found it interesting to talk to someone who did 
not share their defeatist attitude. 


This group felt rather sorry for itself because 
they had not been as they termed it "driven underground" 
by the authorities. I put the question to them "Would 
the FP.P.Ue negotiate with the Nazi Party now ?"One elderly 
man said “Yes" and several others agreed with himeA few 
more felt that they could not negotiate with the Nazi 
party now; they felt in fact they cduld not do anything 
except keep the movement alive in the hope that it would 
be greatly expanded after this war. 


There were several youths in this group who had 
absolutely nothing to say for themselves and I gatherec 
that they had joined through parental influence. 


The majority of the time at the meeting was 
given up to what 1 now term “reciting the tale of woe". 
This of course you hear with slight variations at all 
sorts of group meetings. The people I was with however 
coulda not give me any really creative ideas as to our 
personal or national conduct in the future. They all 
seemed to look backwards instead of fdOrwards. 


There was one member of the group who appeared 
to have some doubts as to his own convictions. He told 
me that he followed the progress of the war in the papers 
with great interest and was always finding himself 
thinking out what would be the best next move for the 
Allies. When I asked him how he would react to actually 
seeing a display of brutal violence and ill treatnent,he 
said he would probably use force. 


The following evening I managed to get hold of 
another member of the P.P.eUewho was not at the group 
meeting but who came at my invitation to speak to our 
Works study groupe This man is an assistant in a bookshop 
and has done a considerable amount of reading. He spoke 
very well indeed about the principles of Pacifism from a 


| 
we 
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humanitarian angle but not from that of a professing 
Shristian. It was apparent that this man had a sort of 
inner conviction that if anyone near or dear to him 

was killed or maimed by the enemy that he would develope 
a violent hatred and his fear of the development of 
negative emotion was obvious to mee Having worked him 
up a little on this point,he made the surprising 
statement that he had several times thought it would be 
better if terrific air raids were inflicted upon this 
country so that the civil population panicked and forced 
the Government to sue for peacee This man was a small 
child in the last War. He told me that his father and 
brother took pert in it. It strikes me he received come 
Gamage from them. 


I intend keeping in touch with these people 
to see how they progress. Could you post to me 
another copy of the current issue of US. 


7 


Youre sincerely, 


Od!) 
ae, 


a Via Clarcee 


Barl Haig said 

‘It’s the job of the 
Church to make 

my job impossibje,.'* 
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PEAC i OR WAR 


"LET THS PLOPLE VOT" 


BOP OO OO A ED 


Kingsway, ie Ce ce |} 


SUNDAY, OCT, 15th | 
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Reserved se&ts l/-, 2/6, 5/= & 7/6 
British Union, 16, Great Smith Strect, estminster, Se\’ele 
Peace liecting. 


Picase gend me tickets at each for the Stoll Meeting 
for which I enclose... ... 
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IS IT PACK? 


SSeS 


De you really want Peace’ If 80, the immediate 
step is to stop the War. It has vroved impossible to save 
Peland by war. It will not be possible BY WAR to rid the 
world of the menac of Hitlerism, 


If the war goes on it means the slaughter of 
hundreds of thovsands or millions, It is at least doubtful 
whether it could end in anything but a stalemate, 


Do you want those for whom you care to kil! and 
be killed for another vain hope’ 


There is only one way to have peace with Honouwr. 
Britain, as well as other Powers, mist recognise its share 
of responsibility for the present catastrophe (Versailles 
Treaty, Ottawa Agreements, etc.) and must endeavour to obtain 
a settle ment of all outstanding differences, Therefore 
we mist seize the first oportunity for a truce, By this 
we do not mean to endomse any imperialist bargd n, or 
associate ourselves with totalitarionism or with m-thods 
of violencs, by Wiomscever pmumsued. 


ee ee ee 
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YOU @ean save your children and your homes 
if you lect your voices by heard NOW, YOU can 
Stop this Ware 


Have you realised what REAL war wald rean? 
Don*t deceive yourselves, it hasn't yet begun e and, 
weanwhile, if you say NO it cainot begin, 


No matter what you are told, this war is no 
different from other wars e except that it would be 
bigger and deadlicr,. 


To fight to a finish means the finish ya of 
YOUR sons, YOUR husbands, YOUR children and YOUR homes. 


Mothers and wives and sisters are thinking the 
game all over the world, Is this what they have borne 
and nurtured their menfolk for = to hurl themselves at 
their brothers and sisters in other lands? 


Do you reaily believe that when all the slaughter 
is over @- and nobody knows how many ycars that would 
tale e Hitieriam will have gone from the earth? 


Var to end War, Can war Byer end war? 

No words will fill eapty places in your home 
or the empty stomachs of those who are lefte 
hile your homes are still standing, while 
your menfolk still have the power to make 
wamen and children haovy, YOU LUST STOP THIS 


iébile 


u, Wino sai “Never 
it now 


rite to your H.P,. and work for PLAC: with the 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
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Zulham Commmnist Party Meeting. 


to have been held at 


North imnd Roads 4... 


ting not held.e 


Was 


Weather rather cold, dull, 


rain. Obs arrives at mecting 


No communists come. Obs. therefors 
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mectings often held) to see if they 


ry 


instead, There is no meeting here. 
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Roma, 4655, stil? no meeting. 
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Pledge Union (Meetings) 


bs Pings PPU and asks address of Fulham Branchsg 


Miss Kin 5 
57 Avonmore Rd, 


She says it is very difficult to hold mectings now 
owing to act which closed down cinemas and prohibited meetings 


ith 


th more than WO people present. Latter part still in 
force though cinemas open. Says that was purpose of act 
(not air raid danger). 


Meeting Sunday 15.10. Towing path Putney. 
(in conjunction with Putney Branch). They manage 
to hold afew openeair ones. 


There is a mesting of local groups at Friends 
House, Hammersmith on Saturday at 3.0 pme, but this not 
oven to public, 


She churns out yerds of PFU nropaganda at obs 
nd gives leaflets, Says dissatisfaction in France and that 
British troovs may be called upon to quell revolution in 
France « 

Reads open letter from Vere BEttain to obs. and 
also other literature. Urges obs. to send postcard to 
Chamberlain and also Summerskill. Obs has difficulty in 
getting away as she never stops talkinge 


KB 122010259 


Obse Frings C.P. to ask address of Fulham 
branch, Referred to London district office (Clerkenwell). 
Rings this office. Told meetings are advertised in Daily 
Worker, They refuse to give address of Fulham Branch, 


lucy Green, 4 Clommell Road, 
(address from Fulham friend of obs.) 
Gives obs, following times of meetingss 


le vate 1L4e106 Shorrolds Road, corner of 
Ne “nd Rde 4¢50 = 5250 pms 

2e Sunday 15.10. Towing path Putney (Star 
and Garter) 11.0 = 11.30. 


Obs remarks ofSat mecting being in the afternoon, she 
sayy it is not possible to hold mectings in the evening now 
owing to the blackeout. No meetings are held therefore 


during the week -- only at weckends. 


Sometimes e rarely e they hve branch meetings 
to which nonememberxz may come. Vill let obs know if ever 
they have one. * 


CeP,e He@ are in selvedon Road (D. . place) 
(No one there in ad yetime. } 


be | 


y oe a _ Tty — * ue ~ ’ cm 
x Obs gives Wandsworth address. 


ham, eace Pledge Union and Comamist Party Meetings 
to have been held 11.0 Putney towing path, 


- T, 
' 


Neither of the meetings were held, 

Obse arrives 10.55 and stays until 114.30, 

Weathers: continuous Light rain and cold, 

Few peovlis out compared with ordinary Sunday when it 


ot raining. Towing path almost deserted except for 


with boats or going in or out of Star and 


river, one between each 
and also on lamposts, etc. are stickiback 
rein had loosened the gum 
sodden, so that obs. 
slogan and transfer 6n 


to notevook 
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Peace is Possible Now meeting held at Kingsway Hall, organised by 


? Cs 


British | 


the ¢hriztkan Council for Christian Settlement in “urope.; 7.30, A 
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Present: approgimately 2Q0OQ. No uniforms, no clergy Many lower middle-class; 
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very few working-class, and not many educated people as far as om could judge. 
w& . : al 


For the most part they were young middle-aged persons. 


competition of leaflet distributors at the entrance; 


as the political nature of the meeting was undeclared one had the impression 
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he. eastern European friend/said: “This meeting has an elviously fascist character 
mnich must be unusual for you in Britain. There is the same unsettled little bourgeois 


> .* ~ i gn . 34 o p ~ v. Z ov : - Tr © , “. - . > lo is 
rying to be smart and swaggering, the same confusing 


nd . i - 1 ' } ~ . “= . M 7+ . “ 7r?T o~< . a . ~ + ° ol ‘J ‘he 7 - hand ty 
of ideas and he shoutin or extremist richtewir aria e#stremist eft—wiy SilOoOranSe 
“ } = TY . - s 

Sveakers' Technicue: 
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34) } ree . M - 7 ~<é — eS —s — = *] c + 4 ‘ , ‘ “ “7 rye > 4) 
iney peran Ww Ch renera] Dacilism, wi th no pi ea for Hit) er. and arrived . Vv f radual 


degrees via their four speakers, to a eulogy of Hitler and the Nazi state. 


lL. John beckett - ahriaman: basic idea was that “we don't wnt a dictated peace 


and the Go ve PRmE EAS BAP tHe nt a dictated peace; so it seems that there is only 
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ths Slight difference between us, that we think why not negociate now and not 
rather sceptically, 

after the bloodshed?" (Cheers and applause) He spoke with good will/but without 

praising Germang x. 

ée Lord Tavistock; outlimd the history of his "peace" terms. His speech was 

an upologia for Hitler (but still without open evlogium) and an indictment on 

Halifax. 

2a Lord Tavistock answered questions: in which he became more and more por- 


r 


German. To the question whether he liked the Nazi regime he answered that he 


Ae da 5 like the brutality but one must understand the Treaty of Ver-sailles was 
reqonnbibl« for mch of this, and he had a great admirationtor their monetary 
System. ‘ihen asked about iS Invasion of Uzecnuslovakia i” Sala wiv it wag not 
Hitler's fault but due to the provocation of Polish and Hungarian armies which com 
pelled the Czechs to ask for Hitler's protection 
savioyr. When asked how he accounted for Hitl: rs ‘change of heart" ig wishing 
(according to Lord TI.) 2ux to submit the settlemetto f the Jewish question to an 
international conference, he replied that this point of the Peace Terms was not 

so very guthentic as the others. He was alsdasked in what way he considered Hitler 
by Chamberlain and Daladier 

mas provoked/after Munich. He replied, in a spoewhat embarrassed manner, that he 
had not intended to put the blame for this on these gentlemen but on the French 
ex-Air Minister, M. Pierre Cot. When ask <¢ why he didnt.pprove eer evacuating 
Poland he thea that in that case Russia would then be free to annex the whole lot, 
and a tussian aggression was worse than a German one. ivhne someone tried to help 
him with a question ebout India he answered in a diplomatic manner, which came as 
ka that he wished. for Freedom for India, mbt he would like to 


\ eee 
efficidnt 
be certain first of all that she could produce/leaders ayaunkyxikm but he didn't see 


an obvious surprise 


any guarantee of that yet an the problem was very complicated. When askec by one 


man; ‘Who organised this meeting? Who financed it? and why are the stewards add 


¥ Wiha how : 


aa 1 OU f his mouth t he chairman 
members of the faci st party? the answer was taken out of his moutn by the c 
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o 
e 


who announed: organised by the British Council of 


Christian Settlement in Surope. The financed for this series of meetings is 


being bourne by The stewards are all members of 


personally. O 


~~ we wv 
aA 
, 


o belong irrespective of any political] 


tf 7 


party or any relggious body. (Always when a question became embarrassing 

the chairman answe'ed instead of Led Tavistock.) 

Oe Hugh Ross Williamson; openly praised Germany. Spoke of the chivalry 

f the German navy and air force. DBSlame- Vhurchill as a liar in the case of 

the sMenia, reading an Italian report showing that the american inv stization 
roved the ship had not been torpodeoed by a German mine. Readxaxietkexrzxramx 
(Someone shouted - "Why do you jwote an Italian paper?" he said that was an 
unbiessed neutral] source.) He read a letter Prom an British prisoner from 

the 4ltmark say? ow wel] treated the British prisoners hud been. He said 

the real war was the British Government against the British people (tremendous 
ppla se) And our three war alms wer: » to save Chamberlan's face. b. to save 
Atlee's position. c. to save Montague® Norman's jobe He demie’ that Hitler 
had broken his word over Czechoslovakka because he had never guaranteed that 

state. This was a British propa rayeadlie. 

‘a 

4. McGovern: In contrast to the former speakers who were fairly yuast in manner, 
Mc“ ver was rhetorical. Spoke of sufferings caused in Germany by Versailles 

nd @declaimed a en ae oem depitting kum @erman and Engish mothers contribu fing 
their sons to useless war, and worked up to impassioned eulogy of Hitler and 
Hitler's Germany, He attrekd=c anti-Hitler propaganda to great financial interests, 
and delcared Germany to be further advanced in social development than bLngland. 
(Tremdggans a: i Hitler hac raise’ the standard of living for the working 


se and great ns both pro and cone) 


ty 
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so 


(Wha It 
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Hitle rism noticeable, or instancean the 


to note the different xamsxaf vieypoin of proe- 


and McGoverye 
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speeches ay tare TT. 
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the former in a more Tory-}ike manner still accentuating the differences 

between Mazism and Bolshevism, and also between Hitler and Goering on the one 
hand and Ribbortrop and Boebbels on the other (the two latter in whom he believes 
less); and the latter who simply praédsed Hitler as a socialist). 


Interruptions and Fights: 


“4 6 Ghter fascist charactertistc of the meeting was that there was continual] 


oise, the people walking about, and peeees were overwoelmed every 5 or 4. 
Ww 


minutes with indiscriminate clappinf, Shouting anda stamping.[ Less Prous mently, 


as clear “that this support came from “pbanted" sympatherieers, whose clappin me 


Tr noted carefully. 
but with eréa 


(@arness and feegisis m OvvC sitionf# chouts ‘ane 4} rou oh +h e reneral 


Lf . .¥ M4 4. 1! 7: : ~ > , - " i? 
confusion. For instance: "Dirty Liar! Rot! Wheat Rubbish! Is that Bremen 
spé@akines? (This to *illiamson) That's a Lig!?' he ¢ Ssition clapne : es 
irony when Tavistock quoted letter’s from Halifax stating an unbeliefxs in Hitl r's 
_— : 
inte ei Fy. It happened sometimes that the * ae nae! sympatheris mislead by the 


kvouyza?xthexompasxtxomaxkzetapeingx ironicxl] upplause joined in and then stopped 
suddenly in an embas@Ssed manner. in one case the chairman winked the tip to an 
offtende:. 

she turning out of people asking awkward questions was done efficiently by the 


worn , = 7 
s frerts. shey took isolated ones from diffeient parts of the hall at inte.vals f 


aoout a gqua.ster of an houre for instance: two stewards laid their hands on gs 
man sitting unprovocativel@y fn the front row of the gallery. they dragced 


him & the top of the steps where other stewards were standinge The man obviouse 
ly objected and took a bit of holding down. In the meantime three more stewards 


ran round thus creating an impression of great confusionelIhe man was turned oute 


The Public 


About 5=10 % seemed to be against the Tavistock policy; 30 % wavered. 
Of the rest, one could d&scerne a faithful Fascist BMAX core (these were the 


indiscriminate applauders) and the majority who seemed to come from Christian- 


pacifist or still more from Socialist-pacifist circle. This division became 


SS 
evident especially MMMM over Tavistock's unexpectedly statesman-like reply 
to the Indian question and his discrimination between German and Russian 


ageressions; in these cases one was concious of a suddenly arrested impulse 


x, 
towards futher applause The greatest harmony between these two groups was exe 


pressed in response to attacks on Churchill, Halifax, high finance,Govern- 
o + 
nt and also to "Social; eulogies ta Hitlere 


a. 


impression 
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ne meetin y I 
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en passant what ore 
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Pledge Union? 
\dqguarters, but we cet many local members co-operating.” 
She didn't seem to have heard 
think sSQe Th was a.Slience whilst I studied 
piven on the C peil's leaflet, an hen she said; "Unfortu: 
se names were associat 
"So other people wouldn't". She smiled and said "Yes." 
People's Party?" referring to the capy of Pe@ple's 


said - "It seems such a pity to form a new party 


when there are so many. Is it socialist, or fascist, or what?" She smiled 


‘ a4 Nyy Tr / y > c _ —_ * Cy 
and said “Why don't you come along to John Street and I could tell you." 
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10th January, 1940 


DICK SHEPPARD CENTRE 


) 52 Queensway, .2. 
' , 

The Atherican Scene. Mrs. Ruth Durant on “Int er- 
national Affairs-Politics", 


Only 15 seats provided; these full by 8.10. 


Basement Studio. One end chairs groups opposite 
open fire. 


Artists’ drawings and many signatures on wall. 


Other folding chairs, stacked, are taken as fresh 
people arrive. 


Art pots, with imitation flowers. Posters, a dart 


eb book shelf, mostly Penguins (includes Britain by 
M.O. 


CHAIRWOMAN. (8220) 


I'm merely waiting for 4 or 5 who are upstairs. 
Reads out notices of forthcoming meetings. 


Put out a little appeal for any old clothes, par- 
ticularly men's and vabies’ clothes; or furniture for 
250 Harrow Road, our new Dick Sheppard centre. 

This is the second of scehes on America. 


Do take copies of the notices of meetings. 


Ask irs, Durant to carry straight on. 


ee 
Dick Sheppard Centre (Contd.) 


MRS DURANT, 


Many people think Films (Mr.S. goes to W.) good 
introduction to American Politics. 


There may be a few things to add to this picture, 


Europeans may have vaguely heard of the two parties; 
that Democrats are roughly -Republicans, roughly 
Conservative 


Mr.Garner (considered reactionary) is Democratic. 
la Guardia (considered progressive) is Republican, 


Before Cii 1 War, South combined against Industrialisis 
of Kast . 


S. and W. allied against Industrialists andCavritalists 
again in the great depression. 


Democratic party: (1) Sectionaly interests of place 
and like interests; (2) Discontent with Hepublican big 
business and Capitalism. 


There is a small section of Republicans advocatim 
same reforms as are the Democraties. 


Logical system of party politics has survived 
because of party machine and giving of jobs to supporters. 


Enormous numbers of people have a vested interest 
in party politics. 


For Congressman's vote you should know where he comes 
from, not what party he belongs to. 


On any particular major issue, there is a trading 
of votes and bargaining. 


Whichever party has the Federal administration in 
their hands will vote for more Federal power. 


Constitution safeguard of Banker and Industrialists 
v. large popular majorities. 


Dick Sheppard Centre (Contd.) 


Rights of stages is Democrat's code. 


No longer so. 


Now almost opposite, he who now says let the State 
solve its own problem does not want the problem solved. 


The Progressiving wish reforms to be brought about 
by Federal Government. iIt has a constitutional mandate 
to look after the general good of States. 


The question of organisation within the State, Upper 
and Lower Houses, Governor, same judiciary, and 80 on, 
More easily altered constitution, 


State parliaments meet a t different times and last 
warying periods. 


State parliament not representative. Urban areas 
of N.Y¥.State do not have a proportionately as large a 
share as rural districts. Here you can get rid of your 
P.M. at least in theory (few laughs). 


In America you cannot get rid of your P.li.(Governor) 
but he has to be out again for election after 4 years. 


There is a tradition of trouble in third term of 
President 's office. 


A President can't whip up votes - only by personal 
bargaining with representatives. 


He can appoint who he likes but has to ask the 
approval of the Senate. 


Executive and Legislature were designed to act 
as checks upon one another. 


House of Representatives on population proportions- 
large states, several; small states, few. 


For Senate every State sends 2. 
One may be a Senator for many years and can build 


up continuity and special knowledges: Can study problems 
between President and his houseof Representatives. 


Dick Sheppard Centre (Contd. ) 


At present they ave, if anyihing, more progressive 
than House of Representatives. 


laws (such as recent Labour Law) was only passed as 


constitutional 2 years after it had been passed by House 
of Representatives. 


President appoints (with Senates' approval) Judges 
to the Supreme Court who can retire at 70 with full 
dalaries, They are,therefore, usually his friends. 


For coming election of 1940, now problem of war or 
peace for U.S.A. overshadows all others. 


But domestic problems are the concern of people. 


The question of 3rd term for President. There is 
avery strong tradition against it. 


4. 


But war-question has affected this, and Ram President 


Roosevelt's popularity is higher than it has ever been. 


Democrats have given up mich of their social 
reform programme in the light of the war issue. 


it will be a very bitter fight. 


Political Institutions are very rigié@y but dis- 
tribution of power very flexible. (9.10). 


CHAIRWOMAN 


It's only 9.10, so we have plenty of time for 
discussion, and I hope someone will make themselves 
responsible for the tea. We have tea at 10. 


DISCUSSION 


What is the peace feeling in U.S.A’ 


last poll has shown 98% that U.S.A. should not go 
into the war. How that can be switched, I don't know, 


or 
Dick Sheppard Centre (Conta. ) 


Well, they've got a year to do it in - things 
can happen much quicker than that. 


The majority of Americans do not think that Germany 
has a chance. 


Have they very strongly turned against Russia. 


If you judge by newspapers and public speeches, l 
should say yes, but 1 think trose are very poor things to 
judge on. (a few laughs). 


The programme of the W.P.A. has been considerably 
cut, die to continuous attacks upon the Government, so 
that now far more is devoted to war preparedness. 


It is a question of trying to cover up a domestic 


problem by askig for a huge defence programme - a political 
@xpedient. 


What of the influence of Socialists, Nazis, the 
Churc ies, etce 


These people will not always work outside the 
parties; they will agree on certain candidates (Republican 
or Democrats). 


The Labour Groups’ interests is strong and grow ng 
stronger. 


Tre Church have local, rather than combi ned, 
influence and played quite a part in the Spanish Civil 
War, 


There's a considerable consumer's movement, one 
of such organisations publishes a wok telling its 
readers what to buy and what not to buy. 


6. 


Disk Sheppard Centre (Contd. ) 


Is it not possible to influence public opinion 
outside the party? 


There is no channel for pitting such infl sence to 
any use. 


Does P.R. belong to the International New Thought 
Movement? 


Don't know. I know his wife does. 


In answer to question from 


Power politics make it very difficult for any third 
party to make sny headway. A pro-eparty President is out 
of the question. 


But in England we had the labour Party breaking 
in on the two older parties. 
The threat in America would make the party do 
everything in their power to prevent it. 
Do the politicians pay attention to public opinion? 
Yes. work, widely published in papers 


and broadcast. 


I've been on trade research work and the answers 
were often rubbed out by the supervisor. 


I don't believe the man in the street makes public 
opinion - it is the press, the cinemas, etc. 


The general opinion is made by Who's Who, but the 
opinion of total population is very different. They form 
their own opinions. 


Is not that a great illusion? 


Haven't the C.1.0. got any chance of forming 
a tuird party? 


I don't think they have any ambition that way. 
From the British point of view, a third party 
world be an advantage with the two American parties in 


agreement. 


Ideally, perhaps, yes, but it's not in the least 
likely. 


Was a mass opinion taken on the question of war? 


Probably are ev@m ly Spon on that at the moment. 
(9.50). 


What influence has Father Coughlin had on politics? 
He is what you might call the Lord Haw-Haw; it 
is difficult to say how much influence. 
Wouldn't the ciroilation of his newspaper give 
you some idea’? 
I don't know. 
What extent to the big manufacturers influence 


politics? 


There again America looks very baack, but it is 
just the same in other countries, thoigh less obvious. 


AFC Highams Park, 13, 3.40, 


DARTS MATCH HELD BY TH LOCAL PPU GROUP AT THE HOUS: OF ONE OF ITS MEMBERS, 
MARCH 9th, 


About 14 were prese t, the affair starting about 8, 20, 

Before the start there was some talk on the registration of that mwimka 
afternoon and what had happened to the fellows who had been down deliver~= 
ing leaflets outdide the Labour Exchange, This has been dealt with ina 
separate report, 

During the match itself, (not a very lively affair) there was 
very little talk on Pacifism, Examples: 


‘ale, 20, lower-middle: Is it wrong for a conscientious objector 
to throw lethal weapons like darts, 


, 19, Lower-middle calss: The Ministry of iconomis Warfare 

ire coming to work in our building, should a pacifist go up in the same x 
. . " y . e . 

lift as them’ ( Don't print this one - special request) 


When coffee and tea and biscuits and sausage rolls/there was some 
talk about the Pacifists attitude to the Keynes plan and nothing much was 
decided about this, One felloe 40, suggested trat it would not be passed 
because there were too many fellows in Parliament who would be badly hit by 
the plan, 


On the way home there was some talk on the Finnish War and this led 
to the last War and the slaughter in the frontal attacks on heavily fort- 
ified positions, It was agreed tnat we aren't hearing all there is to hear 
about the Finnish War, 


The match itself was pretty slow, three types of game being played, 
A shilling was charged which included refreshments and all profits went 
to the HardshipFund for local C,.0,fs. 


AFC HIghams Pak, 13, 3.40, 


Talk between male, working class, 30 and his mother-inlaw, 55, 

Oy ) 10/3/40. 
The talk starte: on the following episode, Another som-in-law of the date 
mother-in-law had got a jo@ at Bath and he and his wife were now living there, 
He had to register on Saturday, March 9th, and on Friday he had discovered 
that he had left his identity card in Highams Park, He jad sent a telegram 
about it and it had been sent down by special meseenger, 


Male, wecl, 350: ' If I had been R= I should not have troubled about it.I 
never@ carry my card on principle" 


Observer raied the point of street accidents, 
Yo we, 2 30: " Yes but I usually carry a letter or something with me to show 


my address, but by carrying that identity card I'm acquiescing in a Govern- 
ment/ to further the war" 


. £3 


‘ao FAs. 


M-in-1: " Yes, but you know what C- (R's wife) is. She agrees with him being 
a C,0O, of course, but she doesn’t want him to do anything that might make 
thimgs worse for him tham they are already, She wants him to do the right 
thing." pause, "See that woman over there, she lives near us, and I was & 
talking to her just now, They've spent about £1,000 on their son's educ- 
ation, he's 18, and now they've realised what might happen to him, 

It must be rotten for people Like that, but I said to her:'The sooner that 
everyone begins to realise that this war is going to mena the death of the 
greater part of the country's youth the better it'll *»e for all concerned, 
It's only when people do that, that things change; but people are beginning 
to think like that, Lord Ponsonby said yest erday that he wouldn't have been 
able to say what he did sav,at the end of 191), It's a selfish way of course," 


There was then some talk on whther war was worth the loss of all the count 
ry's youth, if it could achieve something, All were agreed that it would be 
worth the loas of 20,000,000 lives if peace could be achieved, but it was 
also decided that peace could never be achieved from war, which would 

only lead to further wars, 
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o the sellers afterwards observer gleaned the follow- 


le, 15. ‘One fellow came up to me, shoved a penny in 


my hand and took a paper quick. He thought 

it was the Bvening Standard I suppose ‘cos 
there was a fellow selling ordinary papers 
next to me’ -=- 'VYhat he said when he couldnt 
find the results of the 5.50 in it, I dont 
Know ' 


i 


one of them was in any way interfered with by crowd or 
Olicemnen. ia the crowd was preéty thick. Considering they 
e standil 20 = 40 yards apart they must have got in the wat a 
Te zal. 
hen they firs put the uniform’ on (i.e. the sandwich 
rds, ey felt pretty conspicuous. “ut after a few minutes 
the ‘OL ite proud of themsleves for being conspicuous. 
soldier SDOKE to one ot th i> 
"How old are you' —  '49' =-— ‘What are you going to 
io when youre called up?) -—- ‘Register as aC.0.' <= ‘Oh' 

At oclock (when they had been selling for about an hour) 
ney packed up and adjourned to the meeting. Two local speakers 
talked fo out 75 minutes 

The second one was very cood and got quite a good deal of 

pplause from the 150 or so present —- of whom about i2 were 
olicemen. t the start of the inceting there wer a couple of 
‘ascists with prominent badges presert but they sheered off after 
: Mate ~ | 4 14 A ~ + y at ’ ; AN <tr Ue > "r +~ by 

The policemen did not interfere in any way except to take 
the names of the speakers before th: meeitng. And there was only | 
one incident. fellow in the crwod — saying he was an ex-soldier-§| 
swore that he had seen children with their hands cut off by the 
‘ermans in the last ware Someone as good as called him a liar 
nd he got his sack up - the chairman managed to quieten them both 

own before the coppers intervendd. 

féer the meeting the attached leaflets were -being distr- 


nd 


O 


‘ 


——— 
ont 
4 
then, é 


NNO So 


oi Fis " 
tf , poe 


bot bed Jf 


toe 

2 C 

Or Ts» 
ae oe 
<4 Yet, 
hon 


ae a / 
otha. 


1 en Ot ag Sha ett OF i 


- 


ER NO Wi EPS Om Oo We 
YS base hie > PES eee Oe 
. ee ¥ ees e., 
igh ws edt athe yh 


ITT oe 


‘ 
4 
3 
a 


en” mill 


of et nd. ey Seat Wee. 
a 


sat _ oa ‘ or nih eee eae 
PO CELE te AOL i A ON aac «ele a 


A AA 8 et ne lm 


j ? ° P - y 4 e + 7 ‘ew 7 7 i * ms ee - ¥ . : . = il Pied is yr, 9 : } * 4s* -<> Cake ad “4. ' jy = -* 
F ms i ey i A . ps he a SE ee ee ee ee ¢ Ps ee ite 


Ae (LAAT 1 Ch } wre wo aA “4 Lo ) Py Ce 


s é € y by . ” - . ~> i i. . a -—-= a in fo 


* ¥. . 
* 


Conscien btrous Ob jectors : ; : / 


Belgium and Franee, 


3 Birkenhead. 
[ “C°/)  everlw ar 
2M S66 8B 


A pub in Birgenhead. They are talkinge 


“trey kieke 4 th let out” 
“whnot* 


“Tne a nseie t ieus ebjcetors” 
®onitte rx bh te. There ia't sud a thingas a conseicntious 


ebjestere” | 


A "Yeu've said it” : 


oo Fr ww Pb 


B "I weud n't sit next ts. ene," 
A "They "we kieked th let coute® 
“Quite rignate I woud a't sit next them, There are ons @& 


tw at om offiee. I weuliu't sit next te th * Sus. 
br “s rem, They're jwt 


“ther repor ts. 
Two ipserSertth< reports, both BXXERKe Ae =shewing 
military administration in a good light, come from a conscientious 
‘objector, and a man in a militery camp. 
The C.0. praised the courtesy of the “ppelate Tritunal, as 


° 


opposed to the crudeness of the local one. The other man discovered 


ie 


a rather pleasant relationship beteeen officials and privates. 
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Civil Service C.0. figures wer re .orted 


6193 CxBxa up +o Pi pbret — 6th. appeare ad before tribunal. 
| 39 registered unconditionally, as C.0.s 
| 30 directed to do ws of nat. importance. 
: 198 hed to remiin at 6.8. pts. 

352 is farces, canvantant or non-comnatant. 


| II manebers of the 0.5. Pacifist Yellowshiv have since 


| ? af 5 : 
| resiged from the “ervice. 
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o 
Telephone conversation with John Rodgers, head 

of Commercial Relations Section in the M,0O,.I. 4+nv. telephone 
Rodger to ask about an ex-colleague of his in J. Walter Thompson 
Advertising. Rodger says the man is an excellent fellow, 
extremély able and intelligent, out that he is absolutely 
against anything to do with war,"has a real complex about it", 
"he won't have anvthing to do with kiiling", Rodgers, ina safe 
exampted job, describes this as if it were something mxkrunty 
extraordinarv indeed, Considers that the man"“is nota coward", 
but that "ite seems to be pathological", 


Inve felt that this short conversation epitomized 
the war obsession, in which 2 really intelligent and sensitive 
man like Rodgers can talk of somebody who does not like likking 
as if he were mad in that respect, though sane in every others 


Incidentally, the man we discussed is a nephew 
of Winston Churchille 
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Reactions to the war are very plain in the Office, The 
crisis stirred a erect ileal of violent patriotism, much chin- 
and ho ostility gainst our two Ce04es and all 
o This reached the stare of a petition against 
working with €.,0.s, signed by almost half the staff, all 
id ed peoples; not liable for service themselves. 
. request for we ret Oo join an office group was made, but because 
it necessitated dril: Ling in spare time and at weekends at the Hg‘s 
building in to NM» ‘ther ) were no volunteers, Gradually argument, 
OPIOSITION, StC. SUDSIAEGs isterday the accountant interviewed 
one man arter the oth r nd signed them on as ‘volunteer's. 


they all rather sheepishly wag om except one man who has a 
renvutation for rechine afte * himself very vell and is too old 
to feel affected by what his senior officer thinks of hi: anyway « 
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on very seneral tonics The subjec £f the war has become r 
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LE 25.4.40 
onscription 


Returning by train from South Wales obs got into conversation 
in Fishguard 
@ with fellow passenger. He was a bus conductor/who had registered 
with the first war batch; he had heard nothing until April when 
he had been sent to Caister on Sea near Yarmouth a dfstance of 
practically 400 miles. He had never been farther than Swansea 
before in his life and was entirely mystified by London traffic. 


Did not seem particularly depressed but would not say a word 


about conscription,ot his pnrospects,etc. 
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cet it CELIO AA: 


624.40 
Observer, on tram between Camberwell Green and Walworth Road 


exchange. Opposite a working clas man and woman of about 45. Woman 


loaks out of window and sees placard "28's in scehes". She turns to 


the man aad says: "25's. sotnes, look." Man nods his head and says 
nothing. 


head, says nothing and smiles. Woman says: "They'LL winm the war for . 


them. They'll fight every hattle. “ Man nods Bis head, She is silent, 
The tram goes on a little and they get off, 


5-40 pm. 


She repeats: *Y6u: see that- 25's scnes?" Man gaian nods his 
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' Phurch attitude to C.0.s LE 28.6.40 
2 


Obs called on Congregational minister skak whom he knows 


Slightly. Asked him if there was any official attitude to the 
iu 6 a 
conscientious objectors. Reply was simply "no,/a matter for each one 


of us”. 
From subseqyent conversation - hardly any of it about 
pacifism - xk was obs found that though minister in question was 


strongly opposed to pacifism himself, he considered it his duty to 


a 


stand as witness for any of his congregation whom he knew to have 


senuine pacifis}% sympathies. 


7 


hurch attitude to C.0.s LE 25.6.40 
¥ ST 
Obs rang up a clergyman he knows, a pacifist in the Church of 

England. Asked him if he knew anything of the attitudes of any 


sections of the church except CofE to Sue conscientious objectors. 


"As far as I know all of them recognise that the matter of objecting 


ing is one for individual consciences and it iS not a matter 
officially to endorse or condemn. There was a big Free Church debate 
matter recently and both sides of the case were clearly put; 
Gdecicedc there that there should be no official pronouncement, 
a matter spfor individuals to decide then- 
ves. To some pacifism was considered thelr particular calling, 


. a . i ‘ t 
to others ib was not. And that was that". 
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CHRIST and PEACE 


— 


PROGRAMME 


OF A DEVOTIONAL MEETING HELD AT THE 


KINGSWAY HALL 


on Saturday, November 8th, 
at 2-50 p.m. 


—) 


HYMN 


LORD, Thou hast been our dwelling-place 
In every generation ; 

Thy people still have known Thy grace, 
And blessed Thy consolation ; 

Through every age Thou heardst our cry ; 

Through every age we found Thee nigh, 
Our strength and our salvation. 


Our cleaving sins we oft have wept, 
And oft Thy patience provéd ; 

But still Thy faith we fast have kept ; 
Thy name we still have lovéd ; 

And Thou hast kept and loved us well, 

Hast granted us in Thee to dwell, 
Unshaken, unremoved. 


Lord, nothing from Thine arms ot love 
Shall Thine own people sever ; 
Our helper never will remove, 
Our God will fail us never. 
Thy people, Lord, have dwelt in Thee ; 
Our dwelling-place Thou still wilt be 


For ever and for ever. 
SILENCE AND PRAYER 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Chairman's Address : 


THE REV. DONALD O. SOPER, Pu.D. 


PASTOR FRANZ HILDEBRANDT, Pu.D. 


THE REV. CANON CHARLES E. RAVEN, D.D. 


AN ACT OF DEDICATION 


HYMN 


Thy kingdom come—on bended knee And lo, already on the hills 
The passing ages pray ; The flags of dawn appear. 

And faithful souls have yearned to see Gird up your loins, ye prophet souls, 
On earth that kingdom’s day. Proclaim the day is near: 


But the slow watches of the night The day in whose clear-shining light 
Not less to God belong, All wrong shall stand revealed ; 

And tor the everlasting right When justice shall be clothed with might, 
The silent stars are strong. And every hurt be healed : 


When knowledge, hand in hand with peace 
Shall walk the earth abroad— 

The day of perfect righteousness, 
The promised day of God. 


oO 


THE BLESSING 


Organist : 
MR. ALLAN BROWN, F.R.C.O. 
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Aitention is specially drawn to the cards distributed with the programmes. The Council's indexes of those who 
have attended the “Christ and Peace’’ meetings in other years were destroyed in the bombing of the Victoria Street 
office last winter. It would be of great belp in reconstructing these records if all present would complete the cards 
and hand them to stewards while keeping a note of the Council’s new address. 
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The Logical Conclusion 


So many strange things happen in this nightmare 
of war in which friends turn into enemies and enemies 
into allies with such astonishing rapidity that perhaps 
we should not be surprised when a pacifist takes up 
and points at us sternly, as though he had just dis- 
covered us skulking under false pretences, this basic 
principle of pacifism, “‘ the logic of the pacifist position 
is the demand for an immediate cessation of hostilities 
in any circumstances.’’ Of course it is—except that 
instead of demand we should have said plea. Do we 
really need to be reminded of that ? And are some of 
our friends only realising that for the first time? And 
are we really expected to be ashamed of it’ By all 
means let us agree that it is not enough to stop the 
war. A renunciation of war that does not at the same 
time renounce the causes of war is futile. But that 
does not mean that anything can be gained by con- 
tinuing the use of methods which we believe are both 
morally wrong and practically ineffective. If the evils 
of Nazism could be beaten in that way then none of us 
would ever have been pacifists. It is because we have 
another, a sane and reasonable if costly way of over- 
coming evil, that we are pacifists. It is because we 
believe that the way of world salvation is that of a 
suffering and defenceless Christ that we are Christians. 
Those who are able to believe that the horrors of Nazism 
can be defeated by the horrors of war must go and 
fight, and we shall respect their sincerity and admire 
their self sacrifice, but we shall not mistake them for 
pacifists. The pacifist is one who, desiring to see a 
righteous world order, pleads with his fellow creatures 
to stop this crazy, uncertain, disastrous attempt to 


quell evil, so that we can begin to put into action a 
wise and assured method of nghting the world’swrongs. 


The Exchange of Prisoners 

A few weeks ago it was being said that if the belligerent 
Governments could trust each other so far as to arrange 
a truce for the purpose of exchanging prisoners of war, 
why should they not trust each other to the extent of 
a truce to settle all their differences in a reasonable 
manner. Now to our shame it must be confessed that 
even the negotiations for this purely humane purpose 
have broken down. Only the most uncritical sections 
of the public will be able to accept without question the 
official explanation which put all the blame on Germany. 
Peace News quotes the Daily Express of October 7th, 
which boasted that 

During the two-way radio messages yesterday between the 

British and German Governments—the first of their kind 

between two nations at war—the B.B.C. put over the smartest 

piece of propaganda it has ever broadcast to the German 

people. 
The argument against an attempt to make peace by 
negotiation is that Hitler is not to be trusted. Unless 
the Daily Express is misinformed there would seem 
to be some ground for hesitating to trust the British 
Government. 


Humanising War 

We always value the very frank and sincere manner 
in which Dr. Oldham in the Cémtstian News-Letter faces 
the difficulties both of the pacifist and non-pacifist 
positions. One concern which is of intense interest 
to both is that of preserving, even under the stress of 
war conditions, the common humanities and decencies 
neglect of which is revolting to the Christian con- 
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science. It is hardly sufficient for the pacifist to con- 
tend quite truly that war can never be humanised. 
Dr. Oldham himself recognises this when he says, 
' War itself is an outrage . The Bishop of Chichester’s 
plea for the cessation of night bombing, if impracticable 
from the point of view of the successful prosecution of 
the war, must have won the sympathy of allhumane 
people. The question now arises whether nothing can 
be done to humanise aerial warfare to the extent at least 
of refraining from the deliberate bombing of civilians, 
a question brought forcibly to public notice by the 
disturbing account of an R.A.F. bombing expedition 
over Germany to which The Spectator and The News 
Chronicle drew attention last August. Dr. Oldham, 
while earnestly appealing for the maintenance of a 
standard of honour independent of the action of the 
enemy, seems to suggest that the question must defer 
to valid military considerations. But if these are to 
be paramount is there not an end to all morality ° 
The fact that valid military considerations can be made 
to justify the worst atrocities is one of the reasons that 
compels thinking people to be pacifists. Surely the 
very basis of morality is found in the recognition of 
imperatives which take precedence of all considerations 
of safety or expediency or success. 


The Manchester - Manifesto 

The remarkable manifesto J/owards a_ Christian 
Britain issued by the Lord Mayor of Manchester on 
September 15th will, we hope, appear in leaflet form 
and be made available for widespread distribution, its 
professed object being to persuade tlte public “to 
give thought to the kind of world we want to see 
emerging from the present chaos; to renew their faith 
in the Christian gospel’. The Lord Mayor opposed 
the view that we should first win the war and then 
begin to think about a new way of life. ' Our ancestors 
believed,’ declares the manifesto, “‘ that between man’s 
sin and God’s holiness lies a gulf which only God could 
bridge. God bridged that gulf in the life of Christ 
and His death on the Cross. Through sharing in His 
self-sacrifice we find the power to act towards our 
fellow men as we wish them to act towards us. This 
power begins when we are honest with ourselves and 
with one another. ... It is the love of God and of 
our fellow men which gives meaning and sanity to 
industry and trade. The purpose of industry is to 
apply the skill of man to the raw materials of the earth 
so as to meet human need. The purpose of trade is 
to make possible the distribution of goods and services 
to the place where the need is greatest. The function 
of money is to facilitate trade. The pursuit of money 
as a means to power is one of the chief idolatries which 
has brought the world to its present distress.”’ 


The Truth About Russia 


Commenting on the article which we recently pub- 
lished on Christianity in the Soviet Union, a correspon; 
dent who was for some time himself a communist and 
who retains a great admiration for certain of the remark- 
able social reforms brought about by the Bolshevik 
party, warns us against the illusion that “the State 
which murdered 6,000 clerics is still other than the 
arch enemy of true religion. He reports the statement 
made about a month ago by an official at the Soviet 
Embassy in London: “ We regard religion as at best 


a superstition and at worst as an instrument for doping 
the toiling masses whilst the privileged classes exploit 
them.”” Of the alleged religious liberty in Russia he 
writes: “‘It is not a penal offence for a Russian to 
worship in private or in one of the few churches remain- 
ing open—the Bolsheviki understand human nature 
too well for that—but it is a grave offence to teach 
religion to any other person, whether an adult or one’s 
own child. The weapon used against religion is that 
of cutting down with ruthless hand the young fresh 
roots of faith, whilst avoiding as far as possible the 
earlier error of creating too many martyrs. ... The 
very existence of Communism, as distinct from liberal 
socialism, with which wishful thinkers often confuse it, 
depends upon the constant promulgation, both in 
Russia and abroad, of a Godless philosophy.’’ We 
should like always to regard Russia and every other 
country with respect and understanding, ‘‘ speaking 
the truth in love’’. We should never have said, as 
Mr. Churchill did last year, “‘ Everyone can see how 
Communism rots the soul of a nation; how it makes 
it abject and hungry in peace, and proves it base and 
abominable in war ’’, but we hope to avoid the fulsome 
sentimentalities which have become popular to-day. 


A Just Peace 


We are glad to see that Cardinal MacRory, the Roman 
Catholic Primate of All Ireland, has obtained publicity 
for a speech in which he said what many less prominent 
Christian people have been saying for some time without 
attracting so much attention. Disclaiming interest in 
either side, and speaking as a Bishop anxious for the 
welfare of the people, Cardinal MacRory said: ‘‘ After 
two years of war there is still an incomparably better 
chance of a just peace than if the war were to be fought 
until it ended in a victory on one side or possibly a 
stalemate. Statesmen on both sides must know this 
better than anyone. They must know there is no 
chance of a@ just peace when one side is victorious and 
the other beaten. Why do statesmen not try now to 
make a just peace ? I can only see one answer to that 
question, and it is that on each side it is not a just peace 
that is wanted, but a victory for itself, the destruction 
or practical annihilation of its opponents.” 


Armistice Meeting 


The Council of Christian Pacifist Groups is to hold 
a devotional meeting at the Kingsway Hall, London, 
on Saturday, November 8th, at 2.30, when Professor 
Charles E. Raven and Dr. Franz Hildebrandt will be 
the speakers and Dr. Donald O. Soper the Chairman. 
When the offices of the Council were bombed last year 
mailing lists used to make such meetings widely known 
were destroyed. In consequence the Council is more 
than ever dependent on the assistance of interested 
friends in advertising the meeting from pulpits and 
through church societies. 


Contributors and correspondents are requested to 
address their communications to The Editor, 17 Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C.1, and to enclose return 
postage if a reply is required. 

Signed articles appearing in these pages must not 
be understood to express editorial opinion or to 
represent the policy of the publishers. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF RATIONAL MATERIALISM 


E. LEIGHTON YATES 


Materialism is not a new religion. Man has always 
been able to find something to worship, something upon 
which he can put the blame when things go wrong, 
something to which he can offer sacrifice as thanks- 
giving or as propitiation, something in which he can 
trust, and something which he fears. Very often that 
something has been himself or of his own creating. 
But it- has taken on various forms at different periods 
in history and according to the variety of circumstance 
and environment. The devil is very clever at adapting 
his disguises to suit the taste of his worshippers. Ihe 
new guise is always more dangerous than the old, for 
it deceives the unwary and requires new vision to 
penetrate it. The newest form of materialism which 
the Church is called upon to meet is, I believe, that 
which may be described as the scientific attitude to 
life. It is not obvious, perhaps, that an attitude of 
life could be so elevated to the position of a god that 
it would provide a serious challenge to the Christian 
belief in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Indeed, it is extremely doubtful whether an attitude to 
life could take the place of the power-to-be-worshipped 
even in our present-day materialistic world were it not 
for several important factors to which I wish to draw 
serious attention. 


Science All-Sufficient 

I think it fair to say that the views expressed by 
C. H. Waddington in 7he Scientific Attitude (Pelican 
Books, A84) represent in general the beliefs of a large 
number of the younger scientists. Even if there were 
considerable disagreement in detail, it would still be 
true to say that Waddington’s views represent strong 
tendencies among scientists to-day. And what the 
scientist thinks to-day, public opinion will accept to- 
morrow. A brief analysis of Jhe Sctentific Attitude 
is, therefore, not irrelevant to the issue. Waddington 
claims that science is concerned with the whole of 
life. He defines science as ‘“‘ the organised attempt 
of mankind to discover how things work as causal 
systems’’ (p. 9), and the scientific attitude of mind 
as an interest in such questions. It is tacitly assumed, 
indeed I should hesitate to question such an assump- 
tion, that things do work as causal systems, and, being 
scientifically trained, I must admit a decided interest in 
such questions. But that a scientific attitude can be 
a sufficient guide to life, and, furthermore, be sufficient 
for human salvation, seems to me an additional claim 
which I am not prepared to concede. The scientific 
method of analysis has been applied with considerable 
success to many forms of cultural activity. That it 
can be applied with equal success to all human problems, 
ethical, political, social, religious, emotional, etc., is a 
claim which I find it difficult to leave unchallenged. 

Waddington shows how our better understanding of 
human nature, social systems, and national character- 


istics, is due to a scientific anthropology. Combined 
with psychology, such a study reveals a closer union 
between thought and feeling, and ‘“‘ it becomes theoretic- 
ally impossible to deny that ‘feeling’ is an element 
in the scientific attitude’’ (p. 26). It is but a short 
step to claim that ‘‘,science can pass ethical judgment 
on human behaviour; those things which are based 
on the scientific attitude, or encourage it, are good, 
those which stultify or deny it are to that extent bad ”’ 
(p. 27). Waddington spends some time in showing 
how the scientific attitude has influenced literature 
and art. Modern artists themselves pay tribute to the 
influence of scientific thought. ‘‘ The basis of modern 
architecture, however, is not the new materials, nor 
even the new form, but the new mentality; that is 
to say, the view we take and the manner in which we 
judge our needs’ (Marcel Breuer, in Circle, Faber & 
Faber, 1937; p. 193). In this way, no sphere of human 
activity is outside the range of scientific analysis. 
Salvation By Science 

Waddington examines Fascism and Nazism and finds 
them unscientific and therefore discards them. Religion 
‘“ has produced a few Niemollers, and will continue to 
do so, but its hold over society is too weak now to beat 
down this attack on all that it values " (p. 65). Com- 
munism “is the only living system, other than science, 
which is nearly consistent enough to do the job, but 
like Christianity too few people believe in it . . . it is 
the only serious competitor in sight’ (p. 65). But 
even Communism is discarded because it has made 
‘“ the service of the working class into the central focus 
with which their emotions and actions are integrated ”’ 
(p. 83). It is insufficiently sceptical, it has a faith. 


In a final chapter, Waddington claims that, “ mainly 
through the efforts of psycho-analysts, we know some- 
thing about the psychological nature of the need to 
believe. No one entirely escapes from the loving, 
commanding parent, who becomes built up into the 
structure of a man’s mind under the disguise of a con- 
science or a god.’’ “ In the normal man this external 
authority, or super-ego, as it is called, is counterbalanced 
and checked by the rational part of the mind, which 1s 
developed to handle the outside world. There is little 
doubt that the direction of evolution is towards a 
restriction of the importance of the super-ego, and 
an increase in the powér and freedom of reason . 
we have to reckon with a tendency of mankind to make 
themselves a super-ego which they can, from time to 
time when it suits them, believe in with an unreasoning 
devotion.”’ ‘‘A scientific society . .. would not be 
founded on faith. The super-ego would be the inter- 
loper. . . . Its great advantage would lie in the fact 
that it is to the application of reason to the external 
world that civilised man owes his evolution from the 
savage.’ But “science is not ethically neutral; it 
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does imply a certain type of moral outlook., It has, 
in fact, something to say about the most important 
questions of the world, and it could therefore be a 
candidate for the position of super-ego’”’ (pp. 118-124). 
In other words, a scientific attitude to life not only 
becomes the sufficient basis for all human needs, and 
the sufficient answer to all human problems, but also 
that which, if necessary, man may worship as the 
supreme power. I[his means that by his own mental 
activity and training, man is able to save himself. 
We have “ Salvation by Science” (J. G.C. in the 
Manchester Guardian review of Waddington’s book, 
July 8th, 1941) instead of salvation by the Cross of 
Jesus Christ. 


Political Power of Science 


This rational materialism would not provide a serious 
challenge to the Church but for three important 
factors. 


(a) It is so plausible. The progress of scientific 
discovery and method has been phenomenal in the last 
half century. The scientific method of investigating 
the world in which we live, and studying all branches 
of human activity, has produced amazing results. It 
has worked—Christianity has not. Furthermore, there 
is little doubt that the application of the scientific 
method to wider fields of social life would produce 
equally beneficial results. The theologians speak of 
their scientific study of the Gospels! Our food is 
scientifically prepared, balanced, and “ doctored’’. A 
little of the scientific attitude among the bureaucracy 
also would considerably improve our political health. 


(b) The age in which we live is rapidly changing 
from a mechanistic, technological age to a scientific 
one. Few modern scientists are mechanistic deter- 
minists. They are applying their technological know- 
ledge and experience in realms which are certainly not 
merely technical. In fact, the scientific attitude, as 
Waddington rightly claims, is invading the whole of 
modern life. ‘“‘ The social control over science is still 
a fact. . . . But science is now no longer so passive ; 
it has acquired a momentum and strength of its own. 
Far from being content merely to accept the problems 
society suggests to it, it finds that it must pose problems 
to society. The thesis I want to argue is that science 
is already a very potent social force, and that it has 
certain social requirements on whose satisfaction it 
must insist ’’ (p. 28). 


(c) Political power has moved out of the hands of the 
financier and politician into the hands of the scientist. 
It is difficult to give fact and figure for this assertion 
without running into difficulties with the Defence 
Regulations, but it must be obvious how greatly the 
war has intensified and accelerated the transfer of 
power. The layman is, in general, quite unaware how 
much new power the trained and specialist scientist 
has been given at the present time. If, three years 
ago, all the scientists in a well-known research laboratory 
had ceased work, the country would probably have been 


unaware of it. If those same scientists (no longer in 
the same research laboratory) were to cease work now, 
the consequences would be felt immediately and the 
whole course of events might be radically changed. 
At the beginning of the war, a group of scientists (of 
whom Waddington was one) was demanding “ the 
effective utilisation of scientific method, scientific 
advice and scientific personnel’’ (Sctence in War, 
Penguin Special, S74). Now scientists have the power 
they demanded, and, being human, as well as rational, 
it is too much to expect that they will relinquish this 
power when the war is over. They are already busy 
planning a post-war order on scientific lines (British 
Association Conference, London, Sept. 26, 27 and 


28, 1941). 


Future in Rationalist Hands 


However much better a scientific world-order would 
be than the decayed capitalist system, and I know 
which I prefer of the two, it would still not be a 
Christian order. Ihe Church is beginning to formulate 
its conception of the post-war world, our religious 
leaders have issued ten points as a basis for the new 
Christian order, and many statements “ Towards a 
Christian Britain’’ have been published. In spite of 


‘my own keenness to study these aims and to work 


for their establishment, I cannot help feeling that the 
future of our country is much more in the hands of 
our rationalist scientists than in those of our Church 
leaders. Some Christian projects are undoubtedly 
scientific, and many scientific reforms would meet with 
Christian approbation, but ultimately man’s life and 
progress depend on his belief in God, and not on his 
own mental achievements. There is a world of differ- 


ence between Salvation by Science and Salvation by 
the Cross. 
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ARE PACIFISTS REALLY DEFEATISTS? 


PAUL GLIDDON 


That pacifism would pay has been a favourite con- 
tention of its supporters in time past and is still largely 
believed by those who base their pacifism on political 
grounds. It is argued that, great as might be the 
danger faced by a nation that adopted a pacifist policy, 
the highest price such a method exacted would be as 
nothing compared with that demanded of victors as 
well as vanquished in any large scale modern war. 
We have been assured that no government could per- 
suade its people to continue attacking a nation offering 
no resistance, that it is the meeting of blow with blow 
which creates and sustains the fighting spirit, and that, 
without such counter-blows, war would speedily collapse. 
It is.sometimes held that perhaps exceptionally 
brutaliséd men can bring themselves to slay their 
unresisting fellows, but that the general run of men 
cannot look their defenceless fellow creatures in the 
face and coldly slay them simply because governments 
have declared such fellows to be foes. 


The Cruel Facts that Question Theories 


But it is extremely doubtful whether such kindly 
theorisings will stand up to the hard facts of our ex- 
perience or are so well based that we may seriously 
expect nations to put their trust in them. Can anyone 
be quite certain that, if the powers opposing Hitler 
now disarmed, they would enter upon a period of 
comparative security, or that the Japanese designs 
upon China would collapse if China declared for a 
pacifist policy ? It is reported that some of the deadliest 
devastation in China has been endured by almost 
defenceless cities, while the very fact that much 
destruction in modern war is worked by men who never 
see the suffering they have actually inflicted shows 
how impracticable it is to suggest that the desire to 
destroy would depart if the foe saw that his supposed 
enemy was really an unarmed friend. The arm of 
God may not be shortened, but the arm of death has 
become very long indeed and it destroys its victims 
beyond all limits of human sight. In other ages 
when, for such reasons, a pacifist policy might have 
counted dramatically, it was not thought of; now 
that it is thought of in all probability it would not 
count. 

Does this mean that the pacifist case has broken 
against the crude facts of a brutal renaissance ? Most 
certainly it does not mean that, provided the Pacifism 
is a Christian pacifism to be judged by Christian valua- 
tions. Just as Jesus Christ claims to bestow a peace 
which is not as the world giveth, so that peace which 
is not the world’s idea of peace must follow a victory 
which is not the world’s idea of victory. The Church 
glories in a cross, in a gallows tree, exalting it above 
all thrones, not by changing the cross into a more 
glorious throne, but by declaring that the glory of 
this cross is more splendid than that of any throne. 
A mocking soldier may weave thorns into a crown ; 
the Christian sees in these same thorns something 
outshining all other diadems. The Church does not 
miraculously change the things themselves; crosses 
remain crosses and thorns remain thorns; what is 


revolutionised is not things but the judgment passed 
on things. 


Revolution Through Revaluation 

If Jesus Christ could truly say ‘“‘ Ye are from beneath, 
I am from above,” then it is perfectly natural that 
His judgments should involve a complete reversal of 
those the world accepts. If He is from above and we 
are looking at: things from beneath, then what to Jesus 
seems highest to us seems lowest, and the exaltation 
of the humble and meek and the putting down of the 
mighty seems, to the inverted vision of God, putting 
the misplaced highest back into its destined position. 
For a similar reason we find that Jesus in the parable of 
the labourers and in His teaching about the way God 
deals with the just and the unjust outlines a body 
of teaching which seems the complete reversal of normal 
standards. But it only seems upside down to us since 
we and God are looking at things from different ends, 
His height our depth, His depth our height. 

Therefore when the Christian pacifist says that he 
thinks his remedy will succeed, he must make it clear 
that the Christian conception of success is something 
which the world would write down as failure and that 
the only sort of victory a nation adopting His policy 
could hope to experience would be victory after the 
manner of Calvary, a victory that, to all appearance, 
is a disastrous defeat. The victory of Calvary was not 
dependent upon the vindication of Easter Day ; it was 
in itself something completely victorious, for Easter 
is the God-bestowed crown of Good Friday’s triumph. 
There would seem to be things which it does not belong 
to the Son of God to grant; all He can offer is the 
sharing of His cross. This is indeed a violent end, 
but it is the violent end of one who, when He was 
reviled, reviled not again, when He suffered, threatened 
not. We are not healed by His stripes just because 
they were stripes; we are healed because they are the 
stripes of that sort of a Man who, for us men and our 
salvation, faced that sort of a death in that sort of a way. 
Christ is not our Saviour just because He was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; hundreds of men, perhaps 
thousands, were crucified under Pontius Pilate without 
becoming Saviours; He is our Saviour because He 
faced a common death in a way so utterly uncommon ; 
we are not saved by a cross, but by a cross used as He 
used it. Calvary is just a place beyond a city wall, 
just the place of a skull; what gave it glory was that, 
of all the many who died there, this one Man only 
refused to let love for His fellows be marred by hatred 
for His enemies and, in the hour of seeming defeat, 
could still cry, ‘‘ Father, forgive ’’. ‘‘ Thus, when the 
Church prays for victory on earth, she can only have 
in mind the sort of victory Jesus won on Calvary, for 
on earth Jesus has not yet been victorious in any other 
manner and the Church cannot ask to be crowned 
where her Lord is still rejected; it is enough for the 
disciple if he be as his master.’’ And, when we know 
that the Master who so lived, so taught, so died, was 
not only very Man but very God, then we know also 
that what may seem the path of defeat and bondage is 
in truth the finelly triumphal way. 
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THEY SAY 


SEAWARD BEDDOW 
G. B.S. on the Fuhrer 


‘I cannot infer that the Fuhrer is quite so long- 
headed as the people who fear him most imagine. I 
must point out to them that instead of making the 
peoples he has subjected glad he came, as Julius Cesar 
did, he has made the enormous mistake of making no 
better use of his victories than to raise up implacable 
enemies behind him as well as before him.’’—In a letter 
in New Statesman and Nation (October 11th.) 


On Swallowing the Camel 


‘We see, to-day, journalists who strained, very 
noisily, at the gnat of modern Italy, swallow the camel 
of modern Russia. And it is all unnecessary. All 
through our history we have had allies, valued them, 
and worked with them, without thinking it necessary 
to pretend that our ideals or our systems were the 
same. The Prussia of Blucher, the France of Napoleon 
III, the Japan of the Mikado, all have been our allies 
in the past, without it bei ing thought necessary or useful 
to pretend similarities."—The / ablet. 


Star of David 

According to a decree newly issued in Germany 
all Jews above the age of six must wear conspicuously 
on the left breast the yellow-and-black badge of the 
Star of David. Surely our Press is paying the Jews a 
poor compliment when it describes this as an ‘ insult’ 
and ‘ humiliation °.’’—J/ ruth. 


Post-War Europe 


The present war will leave behind it a pandemonium 
of hatred which is terrifying to the imagination. 
On the other hand, it is perhaps not too indulgent to 
our hopes to believe that it may close the era of fanatical 
politics. Will not this experience teach all its 
victims lessons of tolerance Those cruelties may 
themselves be a warning pr ompting all who have suffered 
to consider what was wrong with the policy they pursued 
before the war and to seek a method by which they can 
make effective head against the forces of deliberate 
barbarism.’’—Leading article, Manchester Guardian 
(October 13th.) 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


PERCY W. BARTLETT 


Norway 


Some time ago it was announced that Ole Olden 
the Frend who has for very many years taken the 
lead in the Christian pacifist movement in Norway, 
had been imprisoned as a hostage. Ihe latest informa- 
tion shows that he has been released, but has been 
required to undertake work on the land in the east of 
Norway. A very fine letter to the Society of Fnends 
was published in the Scandinavian Quaker paper. 


Sweden 


Our friend Dr. Emilie Fogelklou-Norlind writes 

‘I must tell you of the F.o.R. meeting at Karlstad, 
Peat 9th to 12th, where six ladies from Finland were 
present. They felt you could no longer sorrow for 


wrecked monuments—in a wrecked world, where none 
of us ever can come back to the past. ‘So, I make all 
things new.’ . This Karlstad meeting was a sign 
of life, with many young people there, and more men 
than usually. I am taking on a young F.o.R. group 
this winter. We learn from another source that 
Grete Langenskjold, the Treasurer of the Finnish 
F.o.R., has had to leave her home but had hopes of 
attending the Swedish Conference. 


France 


There is nothing very fresh about our friends in 
France, but an American reports that he saw José 
Brocca recently and found him in good health though 
thin, and sufficiently provided for. The Verniers had 
been in serious need, but they and the Rosers were 
all right for some time to come. Our friend sums 
it up by saying: “ At least concerning all these friends 
there is not so much to worry about as at some time 
we feared.”’ 


Switzerland . 


We are still getting good letters from Dr. Siegmund- 
Schultze, who hears also from this country, though 
some papers are irregular. We have good reason to 
know that he is carrying on a splendid work in our 
name for refugees, in contact with Continental 
Christians, and in studying with others the way to 
peace. He is at present engaged in the circulation of 
a continental version of the I.F.o.R. News Letter. In 
a recent letter he remarked that, though the ‘‘ Atlantic 
Declaration "’ represented a definite step forward in 
the discussion of peace aims, the final point repeating 
the principle of one-sided disarmament would be an 
inconceivable mistake, preventing alk peace effort on 
the part of Germans who still have a regard for what 
is right and possible. 


India 


A letter just received from Eve Croydon, who left 
for missionary work in India in March last, shows that 
she was able quickly to get into touch with Amiyo 
Chakravarty and Donald Groom. The latter had 
already gathered a keen group of Christian pacifists 
around him and regular meetings were being held on 
Sunday evenings. It has been decided to constitute a 
group of the Fellowship there. 


Muriel Lester 


Muriel Lester is likely to arrive in this country at 
almost any moment, and will no doubt be very warmly 
and gratefully welcomed for all the service she has 
rendered to.the Fellowship during the past two or three 
years. It will be remembered that the news/&pers in 
August reported her detention in Trinidad on her way 
back from her South American tour to New York. It 
is now known that the authorities are unwilling to 
have British people travelling abroad unless their 
activity supports the war effort. Muriel Lester’s. pass- 
port has been restricted, and further work in the United 
States and the tour she was planning for the Far East 
have therefore been made impossible. No doubt on 
arrival here she will need first of all a period of rest, 
having regard to all that she has gone through, and 
her plans for the future will be made only after very 
careful consideration. 
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South America 


Though several travel letters from Muriel Lester 
describing her experiences in South America have been 
circulated among a group of her friends, no full report 
of her work has, of course, yet been received. It is, 
however, evident that as a result of her work several 
branches of the Fellowship have been either established 
or revivified. At least it can be said that active branches 
exist in Chile, the Argentine and Uruguay. 


COMMUNITY NOTES 


PRIMAVERA 


‘ By faith, when he was called to go into a place which 
he should afterwards receive for an inheritance, obeyed : 


and he went out, not knowing whither he went .. . he 
sojourned in the land of promise as in a strange country 
. for he looked for a citv ... whose builder and 


maker 1s God.”’ 

Such familiar echoes are never far from the mind 
in reading these first letters of the Society of Brothers 
from Paraguay. Sannerz to Primavera! It has been 
a strange and a wonderful pilgrimage of faith, not 
unworthy of the Hutterian traditions of four centuries. 

Crossing the infested Atlantic in seven different ships, 
334 men, women and children of the Cotswold Bruderhof 
are reunited in their new settlement: a square estancia 
in Alta Paraguay consisting of some 20,000 acres of 
plain and forest. Here the first timber buildings are 
going up (‘‘ in Paraguay roofs come first, walls follow ! ’’) 
and a saw mill is in action on the hard native timber. 
A few brothers, working with Paraguayan ranchers, 
are learning the art of the lassoo and the cowboy exploits 
of cattle raising. Breaking up the land for fruit and 
vegetables—a colourful and sometimes unfamiliar list 
of produce—goes slowly enough with ox-drawn ploughs 
and a tractor is greatly needed. But much has been 
done with the co-operation of the neighbouring 
Memnonite colony. Medical work and local health 
service has already begun—hospital equipment is another 
urgent need—for the company includes three doctors 
and a chemist and the field is wide: ‘‘ we see the task 
of healing as part of the struggle of life against death 
. . . belonging specially to the missionary task of 
taking the word of the love of God to all men... .” 

Re-settlement has been not without sorrow and loss 
—the price of pioneering—but contacts with new 
neighbours have been in the spirit of mutual hospitality 
and brotherhood ; the children-have discovered a new 
world ; the teachers must learn anew their zoology, 
botany, geography, history. And so the brotherhood 
‘“see our task not as~the building of a nice Utopia 
just for ourselves, but as the living and proclaiming 
of a brotherly way of life among men .. . this planet 
must be conquered for a new kingdom, a new order, 
anew unity, a new joy springing . . . from the God who 
is the God of Love, the spirit of peace and of unity and 
community. ’’ Primavera means ‘springtime "’ and 
Paraguay has been called the ‘“ land of to-morrow ” 

(These notes are condensed from the second Paraguay 
letter addressed to ‘‘ many dear friends gwhom we know 
have felt very near to our life during the past five years 
in England’’. Coptes are obtainable from the few 
brethren temporarily in residence at the Cotswold Bruderhof, 
Ashton Keynes, Wults.) 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 
PRAYERS FOR A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 


Call to Worship 


Stand up and bless the Lard your God for ever and 
ever; and blessed be Thy glorious name, which is 
exalted above all blessing and_ praise. Thou, even 
Thou, art Lord alone: Thou hast made heaven the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth: and 
all things that are therein,the seas and all that is therein, 
and [Thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven 
worshippeth Thee. 


Not by might; nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 


the Lord . , Jem mv; 17. 
Adoration 
Blessed be Thou, Lord God our Father. for ever and 
ever’: « £ (hron: sn. 11-13. 
Confession 


Adapt Nehemiah i, 5-9; or Ezra tx, 6ff, or Dan. ix 
4-19, or the following, adapted from the Scottish Catechism 
of 1552: 

OQ heavenly and merciful Father, considering our 
own infirmity, frailty, and inclination to sin, whereby 
we fall into sin daily, we beseech Thee to forgive us 
and all penalties that we have deserved Give strength 
to our spirit that we may firmly believe that Thou, O 
heavenly Father, hast forgiven all our sins freely. 
And that the assurance which Thy Son has given to us 
of free forgiveness may possess our minds, give us 
grace to overcome our own revengeful hearts, to forgive 
our enemies, to love them, to pray for them, to do good 
to them, that so doing we may obtain at Thy hand 
forgiveness of all our sins, through Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, Our Saviour. 

Intercession 

Let us pray :— 

For the freedom of all nations, freedom of worship, 
freedom of speech, freedom to choose their own rulers 
and to obtain the necessaries of life ; 

For universal and progressive disarmament ; 

That the principle of arbitration and reconciliation 
may be established ; 

For the adjustment of the real need of all nations 
and racial minorities ; 

For the recognition of the laws of God as governing 
all human statutes ; 

For the abolition of extremes of inequality of wealth, 
that no man may have either poverty or riches, but 
all receive their portion of God’s gifts-; 

For equality of opportunities in education for all 
children regardless of class or race ; 

For the safeguarding of the family as a social unit; 

For the ordering of industry so as to restore the 
sense of vocation in daily work ; 

For an end to exploitation of the earth’s resources 
for selfish ends, and a beginning for their employment for 
the general good. 

O Thou Creator, Who alone canst separate the evil 
from the good, unite the sons of men in every land 
throughout the earth to fight together and to overcome 
those evils which have caused them to assault each 
other Expose the lurking enemy that has made 
havoc among brethren, and arm [hy people with those 
unseen weapons which alone prevail against a foe 
invisible.’ 
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THE NEW REVOLUTION-—IV 


F. A. LEA 


(Continued from p. 174 in our October issue) 


But what of the occupations in which by far the 
greater number of men and women are engaged, in this 
highly industrialised, highly urbanised civilisation ? 
How are they to be humanised ? It seems to me that 
all hope of revolutionising the conditions of industry— 
of bringing the ownership and control of the means of 
production into the hands of the workers, as an indispen- 
sable preliminary to making the machine subservient to 
the true good of humanity—is at present remote to a 
degree which co-operatists and anarchists are for the 
most part afraid to believe. State-control and state- 
planning of industry lie ahead, involving a vast increase 
in the administrative machinery of the State, and a vast 
expansion of the bureaucracy. Any change in the 
direction to be desired must come gradually. What is 
ali-important in the immediate future is to see that 
economic totalitarianism should not interfere more than 
is absolutely necessary with political and _ spiritual 
freedom. This means that the tradition of toleration, 
more deeply grounded in this than in any of the con- 
tinental countries that have succumbed to dictatorship, 
should be strengthened at every point by the introduction 
into the administration of men who are aware of the 
danger and dedicated to overcoming it. The creation 
of disinterested leaders is the paramount necessity. 

At this point we return to the primary réle of the 
community. The community to which I happen to 
belong was actually founded to meet this need. It was 
founded by John Middleton Murry in 1935 with a view 
to restoring to the Socialist movement the moral dynamic 
which it had so evidently lost. Here is a part of re 
manifesto of The Adelphi Centre which he issued « 
that time :— 

‘ A social revolution is necessary if a fearful degradation and 
retrogression of humanity are to-be avoided; but this social 
revolution is neither economically nor politically inevitable. 
It can be achieved only by an intense moral effort. Whether 
the road to the social revolution proves, finally, to be peaceful 
or violent, an effort of the same moral quality is required. 

“ This is the real problem with which Socialists are con- 
fronted—to create in the socialist movement a moral dynamic 
equal to the task before it. That dynamic, we believe, can 
be possessed only by a Socialist hovement which is, in itself, 
a Classless society. Satan cannot cast out Satan. In other 
words, in any creative effort towards the social revolution, the 
end must be implicit in the means. No revolutionary Socialist 
movement can grow and resist deterioration, which is not, 
in itself, a social revolution... 

“ The ADELPHI CENTRE is a training centre for making 
Socialists—but real Socialists, not Socialist ‘ politicians’. We 
believe that the essential element in the making of Socialists 
is almost wholly neglected. This essential element is ‘ educa- 
tion into community’. This education cannot, in the nature 
of things, be theoretical merely. It is, we think, self-evident 
that it can be accomplished only by actual co-operation in 
ordinary human work. No Socialist centre can be really 
living until each member, or guest, or visitor takes, as an 
obvious duty, his full share (according to his capacity) of the 
work of the place ; nor can it be truly healthy until it becomes 
largely self-supporting in the simple necessities of life... 

‘ At present the Centre is in the stage of experiment and 
evolution. Simple workshops of various kinds are being set 
up—a carpenter's shop, a printer’s shop which will eventually 
undertake the printing of the Adelphi magazine; and there 
is the infinitely various work of the house and the estate. 
Everybody at the Centre is expected to make himself useful, 


in the work for which he is best fitted, or of which his life 
stands most in need. For it follows from the aim of education 
into community that it should be equally an education into 
individuality. 

‘“ At the same time, and as a necessary part of the scheme, 
the Centre is the nucleus of a Socialist ‘“‘university’’, for the 
teaching and unfettered discussion of the basic theory of 
Socialism, in ali its aspects, and implications, historical, 
economic, political, philosophic, psychological, moral and 
religious. We welcome the collaboration in this respect not 
only of Socialist thinkers, but of those critical of, and even 
hostile to, Socialism. Their collaboration is the more cheer- 
fully sought because the founders of the Centre believe that 
Socialism, truly understood and sincerely practised, is the sole 
positive issue from contemporary frustrations, and the sole 
synthesis of the contradictions which arise from these. With 
its strong conviction that Socialism, integrated as theory and 
practice, as faith. and experience, is the one creative form of 
Life to-day, the ADELPHI CENTRE has nothing to lose, 
but everything to gain, by being as tolerant and catholic as 
a‘ universitas ‘ must be. 

‘ Finally, it should be made quite clear that the Centre is, 
except for the small nucleus necessary for its continuity, a 
place to which people come foratimeonly. Itis not primarily 
a community, but an organisation to educate men and women 

-and perhaps in the future children also—into community.” 
‘‘ A place to which people come for a time only " to 

renew the experience of community—that is, of the 
overcoming of their own ingrained individualism. 
Whether the industrial revolution be as gradual as I 
apprehend or as sudden as some anarchists believe, 
such a place is more than ever necessary at. the present 
time ; and such a place a community can provide. It 
seems to me one of its most important functions. 
Through its hospitality it maintains its contact with the 
‘outer world’, both learning and _ transmitting 
experience of value. 


There is one more point, implicit in that phrase “‘ an 
organisation to educate men and women—and perhaps 
in the future children also—into community’’. It would 
seem to me an essential, and perhaps inevitable, feature 
of a mature community that it should include a school— 
a school for its own children, and open also to the children 
of any parents who wished to see them given an education 
fitting them to play a redemptive rdéle in society 
community school. I imagine the teachers working for 
a subsistence wage merely—no higher than that of the 
other members of the community engaged in agriculture, 
or printing or writing—that would go far towards making 
the education cheap and accessible to the poorer members 
of society. It would do more. Children taught in the 
environment of a community could not fail to absorb 
something of the spirit of community, which they would 
carry away with them into whatever trade or profession 
they entered. They would, moreover, have an oppor- 
tunity to apprentice themselves to any or all of the 
multifarious activities of the community. It would be 
an education morally and materially superior to any- 
thing that is offered elsewhere at the present day. 


That is just a hope. Perhaps all that I have sketched 
of the future $f community is a hope doomed to frustra- 
tion. Certainly if Hitlerism triumph in this country 
as it has done in Germany, not one of these ambitions 
will be realised. But we build in faith, rather than -in 


[Continued at foot of column 2, page 189] 
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NEGOTIATION 


The questions with which Professor Charles Raven 
concluded his article in our September issue provoked 
far more correspondence than we can print, but a 
selection of some of the best replies received is given 
below. First we had better reprint the questions. 


1. “‘ Granted that pacifists agree as to the necessity of 
stopping the war at the earliest possible moment, would they 
prefer a surrender due to treachery or demoralisation to the 
continuance of fighting ? 


2. ‘‘ Granted that they agree in seeking a righteous and 
co-operative social order, would they prefer their non-pacifist 
friends to go on fighting for this rather than see Fascism triumph ? 


3. ‘* Whichis the more liable to the charge of wishful thinking, 
the belief that the country may be induced to‘ negotiate now ° 
or the belief that if it may be induced to accomplish a social 
revolution ? 


4. ‘*‘ Granted that we as Christian pacifists are committed to 
work both for the speediest possible peace and for a righteous 
social order, is there either a means of combining these two in a 
single policy or a good reason for preferring one to the other ? ” 


Miss Winifred Rawlins, 41, Charles Street, Berk- 
hamsted, Herts., answers : 


1. The Christian is not concerned with discrimination 
between two evils. We are pleading for the way of love in all 
human relationships and having seen war as its antithesis and 
having renounced it ourselves we cannot want others to continue 
to wage it. 


2. We do not believe that a good end, a righteous and co- 
operative social order, can ever be achieved by an evil means. 
We must be deeply concerned as to the extent to which Fascism 
gains power over men’s lives; but as Christians we know that 
its triumph, like that of Imperial Rome in the time of Jesus and 
the early Church, can never be final or more than apparent. 


3and4. The question is irrelevant for pacifists. The Christian 
way of life involves both true peace and an order of society based 
on Christian principles and neither could come into being without 
the other. 


William Robertson, Milltimber, Aberdeenshire : 


1. No, because such surrender would not lead to a durable 
peace. 


2. All wars being evil, no encouragement should be given to 
the continuation of war. Non-pacifists must take full respon- 
sibility for their own actions. Pacifists during war should not 
hide their testimony, but remember that example is better than 
precept. 


3. I should say that there is more wishful thinking in the 
belief of a coming social revolution, but wishful thinking may 
help and not hinder. 


, ‘ 


4. The “ speediest possible peace “ and ° 


order ’’ are mutually dependent. 


Ronald Pitchford, Station House, Bridge Street, 
Northampton : , 


a righteous social 


1. The whole point of pacifism is that there is another way, 
the way of Christ, which is the way of common sense. The only 
honourable course is to refuse to fight and to refuse to surrender. 


2. The latter is eminently preferable. 


3. The belief that the country may be induced to negotiate 
now is more liable to the charge of wishful thinking . . . The 
most effective method of achieving world-wide socialism is to 
refuse to support Capitalism in any way (even in a war against 
Nazism). 


4. (This apparently is the real question in this rather clever 
leg-pulling.) It is both impossible and unnecessary to prefer a 
speedy peace to a righteous social order (or vice versa) because 
they are not merely complementary but identical. 


OR REVOLUTION ? 


K. Lacey, 364, Malden Road, Cheam, Surrey : 


1. I would prefer a surrender. War is wrong and it is better 
to cease doing even for inadequate and selfish reasons. A 
preference for the continuation of fighting implies a belief that 
good can come out of evil. 


2. Believing fighting is wrong I must be prepared to see 
Fascism triumph. The evil side of Fascism must be met with 
spiritual weapons. 


3. Both can be charged with being wishful thinking... but 
this does not relieve the pacifist from the necessity of expressing 
his belief in both. 


4. If the war continues we shall become less rather than more 
capable of a social revolution. 


J. W. Parsons, 16, 5eymour Road, Bristol, 7 : 


1. The ultimate moral effect of continuing the war may be less 
deadly than a peace brought about by corruption. But if the 
conflict goes on long enough, moral degeneration will reach such 
a pitch... (No, we can’t reproduce the diagram !_ Ed.) 
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2. Except in so far as he has the chance to convert them to 
what he believes to be a better way, it is not the pacifist’s concern 
whether his friends go on fighting for a righteous social order or 
not. 


3. Both are liable to the charge of wishful thinking, but . 
the former is the more liable. 


4. Pacifists cannot help to bring peace into the world if they 
have not peace within themselves... A vital part of their living 
must be as socialist reformers .. . There is thus a single policy of 
working for a speedier peace and for a righteous order. 


Ronald S. Mallone, 53, Musgrove Road, London, 
5.14: 


1. I prefer an end to this war (for any reason) because a 
longer war means .. . less opportunity for working for a righteous 
social order. 

2. I believe non-pacifists by continuing the war will bring 
about Fascism in Britain. 

3. There is more possibility of obtaining peace negotiations 
than a social revolution. 


4. If 1 had to choose, I should be committed to working for 
the speediest possible peace rather than a righteous social order, 
because any peace will give greater opportunity for working 
for a Christian order. 


Miss M. H. C. Thomas, Hillingdon, Beaconsfield : 


For centuries the Churches have sought to harmonise ‘“‘ Love 
one another ’’ and “ Kill one another ”’ . .. Only a change in the 
hearts of the millions of mankind can effect a lasting peace. 

We apologise for the severe abbreviation by which 
some of the answers no doubt lose much of their value. 
Few of our correspondents appreciate the paper shortage. 


THE NEW REVOLUTION—IV—continued from page 188) 


expectation. If our hopes ever materialise, that will be 
good. If they are crushed, we can bear it: for, after 
all, we are Pacifists and Christians. We bargained for 
liquidation when we became Pacifists ; our Christianity 
teaches us that liquidation is not the end—that mar- 
tyrdom may, in fact, prove the most effective of all 
methods of conversion. Sanguis martyrum, semen 
ecclesiae. All that we must do is make sure that we are 
worthy of it. 
(Concluston.) 
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CONCERNING THE FELLOWSHIP 


LESLIE ARTINGSTALL 


Reference was made last month to matters that were 
to come before the General Committee of very great 
interest to members of the Fellowship. Perhaps the 
most important was the possibility of the Fellowship 
having a policy that might be declared and acted upon 
in these days. The difficulty about this would seem 
to be two-fold: first that the situation alters so very 
greatly from day to day both in the details of the war 
and in the demands that are made upon the people 
at home ; and second, that the Fellowship is a religious 
body, and the principles that underlie it remain what- 
ever the political exigencies of the moment may be. 

An attempt is going to be made, however, to satisfy 
the wishes of those who would like to have declarations 
and pronouncements from time to time, and following 
the last meeting of General Comfnittee, there has been 
set up a, Watching Committee. Its function is to 
observe the trend of events, to acquaint our branches 
and members with information which seems to be of 
importance to them, and as occasion requires to make 
some declaration of policy. 


I should be very interested to know what friends 
think about this idea. 


-—_—_— 


Local groups of the P.P.U. and F.o.R. in Shetheld have set 
up a Joint Commission on the question of peace aims. The 
Commission has begun its work and will be grateful to hear 
through its Convener, Mr. Jim Le Noury, 18, Oakholme Road, 
Sheffield 10, of any books, pamphlets and other matter which 
readers desire to bring to its notice. 

After hearing an address by the Rev. Paul Gliddon, who 
urged the need for a more positive outlook on the part of pacifists 
and the importance of experiments in community service which 
show pacifism in action, the Chelmsford Branch of the F.o.R. 
has appointed a working committee to arrange further 
activities. 


—_ — TT 


Many excellent News Letters, running to several duplicated 
pages, are now issued in different parts of the country giving 
news of local F.o.R. and other pacifist activity. Space does 
not permit us to quote from these as we should like to do, but 
among those that have been sent us are the Edinburgh News 
Letter, F.o.R. News of the East London (North) Council, and 
the Durham County and North Yorkshire F.o.R. News Sheet. 
A similar News Sheet is issued in the South West region. 


F.o.R. IN SCOTLAND 

Fifty persons were present at a meeting of the Glasgow 
Branch. in the lounge of the Y.W.C.A. on October 3rd to hear 
a very able survey of the political,situation by Mr. Stewart 
Morris, who drew the conclusion that a negotiated peace was 
the only practical policy for all nations. Branch meetings 
throughout the winter are to be held not always in the centre 
of the City but, by arrangement with local groups, in various 
districts. Support is being given to a series of three meetings 
on ‘‘ The Atlantic Charter’’ arranged by the P.P.U. to be 
addressed by Mr. W. H. Marwick, Mr. Tom Taylor and Professor 
G. H. C. Macgregor. 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND PEACE SOCIETY 
President : The Rev. David C. Mitchell. 
Secretaries: The Revs. John A. Hall, Lockerbie, and Lewis 
Maclachlan, 8, Orchard Dr., Giffnock. 

Treasurer : Mr. K. F. Kerr, 9, Gordon Road, Glasgow, S.4. 


The President has invited all ministers who are members 
of the Society to meet together in monthly part-day conferences 
for the purpose of fellowship, consultation and prayer. To 
these conferences all known pacifist ministers in Scotland are 


being invited and any who have not received an invit of 
will be welcomed. The meetings will be held in a diff@re 
centre each month in the hope that all ministers will be able to 
attend at least one. The first two are being held at Kent Road 
St. Vincent Church, Glasgow, on October 20th, and at St. James 
Church Hall, Edinburgh 1, on November 24th, both at 3 p.m. 
The pregramme includes tea. 

After a long discussion on the message of the Society with 
regard to the social and economic order, the iniquities of which 
are acknowledged to be among the chief causes of war, the 
Executive, at its meeting in Glasgow on September 29th, 
decided to call a conference to discuss Principles of the New 
Social Order to be held in Edinburgh on Friday and Saturday, 
November 14th and 15th, at St. James Church Hall. Further 
announcement will be made by circular. All members of the 
Society and friends who are interested in this most important 
aspect of the Christian gospel are invited to be present. 


METHODIST PEACE FELLOWSHIP 
First Floor, Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


‘“ [tts NoT different now.”’ This is the title of a short pamphlet 
written by Rev. F. A. Farley, B.A., B.D., setting forth in clear 
and cogent fashion the permanent principles of Christian 
pacifism. It has been highly commended in many quarters. 
The M.P.F. is publishing it, and if members have not received 
a copy by the time these notes appear, please apply to the above 
address. It is hoped that members of other Denominational 
Fellowships will also find it useful as a guide to many who are 
perplexed by the present situation. 


Methodist Conscientious Objectors in prison. Mrs. Maurice 
Cole, of Shefheld, has undertaken to correspond with the families 
of Methodist C.O.’s in prison. Mrs. Cole would be glad to hear 
of such families, and members who know of them are asked to 
write to Mrs. Cole at the Kingsway Offices. 


With regard to the men themselves, it is always possible to 
arrange for the officiating Methodist Chaplain to pay a visit. 
Rev. William Upright, 1, Central Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, will immediately acquaint the local Chaplain if the 
family or friends of any C.O. would send him particulars. 


Meeting of the Executive and London Ministers at Kingsway. 
This well-attended gathering was held on 26th September. 
Rev. G. E. Hickman Johnson opened with a devotional period. 
Rev. Henry Carter, who presided, then invited comments on 
the work of M.P.F. and the problems which arise to-day. Many 
helpful reports and suggestions were made. Mr. Parker then 
spoke of the service which M.P.F. was constantly rendering to 
Methodist C.O.’s, particularly through the Forestry and Land 
Units. He emphasized the continued validity of the Con- 
ference Declarations on Peace and War of 1933 and 1937, despite 
the resolution of the 1941 Conference endorsing the war. Finally 
he urged members of the Fellowship to keep the bond of peace, 
so far as lay in their power, with our non-pacifist fellow Metho- 
dists, and pointed out how much we could do in common with 
them to prepare in spirit, knowledge and planning for the time 
of reconstruction that must come. 


Rev. Harold E. Price is preparing to organise similar gatherings 
of M.P.F. ministers and laymen in centres in the north of Eng- 
land. The first of these is fixed for November 10th at Leeds. 
Rev. Henry Carter has promised to speak. Members who could 
assist in the arrangement of a conference in their own areas 
in the north-east or north-west are asked to communicate with 
Mr. Price at 20, Beaconsfield Street, Hartlepool. 


London Group Secretaries. Mr. Percy Applegate is organising 
a meeting of secretaries and other representatives of London 
Groups at Kingsway Hall on Saturday, October 18th, at 2.30 
p.m., to discuss the M.P.F. work in the London areas. 


Bulletin. It is hoped that all members will receive a 
four-page bulletin from Headquarters, which should be in their 
hands before they read these notes. The Annual Meeting at 
Leeds urged the issue of a Quarterly Bulletin. The Executive 
Committee has endorsed this idea, but the practical difficulty 
is to finance the printing and posting of a Bulletin. One mem- 
ber of our Executive has most generously given {15 for this 
purpose. May we suggest that gifts from individual members, 
or from our Groups who may have funds in hand, would be 
gratefully received for this purpose. 

LESLIE KEEBLE, 
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THE ANGLICAN PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 


Secretary : The Rev. Paul Gliddon, 


17, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 


Some sixty people attended the service at St. George's, 
Bloomsbury, on the morning of our Annual General Meeting, on 
October 9th, and went on to the Conference at the Kingsway 
Hall. Thirty-four members were nominated for the seventeen 
places on the Committee. Ballot papers are therefore being 
issued to the whole membership. The Venerable Archdeacon 
Hartill was re-elected Chairman and the Rev, C. Paul Gliddon 
Secretary. Although a sum of £157 4s. 10d. was shown as the 
balance on the Service Unit Fund Account, the general meeting 
was rather alarmed to see that the A.P.F. funds showed only 
the balance of £8 13s. 9d. Since the meeting one or two gifts 
have made the position slightly less grave. 


«af 


During the afternoon session, which was opened by Miss Vera 
Brittain, the attendance numbered almost ninety. This session 
was called to consider those quite immediate things which 
pacifists were even now able to do as an expression of their 
witness. 


By the middle of October seven hundred. people had written 
to say they wished to receive the monthly circulars now being 
issued from this office. The majority of these sent the 2 /— which 
was the suggested annual cost of such circulars, though it was 
made quite clear that circulars will be sent to all who ask for 
them, whether they make payment or not. It is not too late 
for any who wish to have their names added to our monthly 
mailing list. 


The meetings at our office in November will be at 5.30 on 
Wednesday, November 12th, and Wednesday, November 26th. 


On Jhursdays there is a lunch club in the Vestry of St. 
Andrews, Undershaft (on the corner of St. Mary Axe and 
Leadenhall Street in the City) at 12.15, to which pacifists and 
non-pacifists are invited. Those who avould care to attend are 
asked to notify this office so that provision may be made for 
them [Friends are also reminded of the weekly Celebration of 
the Holy Communion, at St. George’s, Bloomsbury Way, on 
Fridays at 7.45 a.m. 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 


An important public Conference on the theme of British 
Commonwealth and United States relations in the post-war 
world is to be held in the AZolian Hall, London, on November 7th 
and 8th, under the auspices of the National Peace Council. 
The purpose of the Conference is to give representatives of 
British organisations interested in the problems of post-war 
reconstruction an opportunity of considering impartially the 
cultural, economic and political implications—for themselves 
and for the rest of the world—of a closer co-operation between 
the English-speaking peoples and, particularly, of proposals 
for an Anglo-American Union. 


Invitations to be represented at the Conference are being 
addressed to national and local organisations and individual 
visitors will be admitted as far as accommodation permits. 
Application forms giving full particulars can be obtained from 
the National Peace Council, 39, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


CIVIL SERVICE PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 


It has been decided to postpone the second Annual General 
Meeting of the C.S.P.F. until next March. The date will be 
announced in the next issue of the C.S.P.F. Bulletin. David 
Brims, the former Secretary, is now doing social relief work in 
the Bermondsey area. The Civil Service Pacifist Fellowship 
was formed in October, 1939, to provide mutual assistance and 
fellowship to all Civil Servants who oppose war. It is not a 
propaganda movement. Groups have been formed in many 
of the large Departments and in most of the towns where Civil 
Servants have been evacuated. A Maintenance Fund has been 
established to provide financial aid to those Civil Service pacifists 
who are suffering materially because of the stand they have made 
for their beliefs. The Fellowship welcomes pacifists of all ranks 
in the Civil Service, both established and non-established. Any 
civil servant interested should write to the new secretary, 
Mr. S. G. Cornish, 38, Rancliffe Road, East Ham, London, 
E.6. 


THE FOUNDATIONS OF PEACE 


Special Articles by Dr. W. STEDE, the philosopher ; 


Dr. P. C. BHANDARI, the biologist; REGINALD 


SORENSEN, M.P., etc., 
in the Autumn Issue of the QUARTERLY REVIEW, 
which is being read by all who are concerned with 


present day world problems. 
sa 


Send 5d. in stamps to 


N QCWVISION Pitiisier 22. Seejieie 


Road, N.1] 


A SERIES OF MEETINGS on 
‘The Atlantic Charter ” 


will be held in GLASGOW 


Oct. 25TH. “ The ‘Inadequacy of the Eight Points.” 
Speaker W.H. Marwick. (Central Halls, Bath Street, 
3 p.m.) 

Nov. 15TH. “ The Socialist Basis of Peace’’. Speaker 
Tom Taylor (Central Halls, Bath Street, 3 p.m.) 

Dec. 20TH. ‘“ The Christian Basis of Peace’’. Speaker 


Professor G. H. C. Macgregor (Christian Institute, 
Bothwell Street, 3 p.m.) 


(Sponsored by The Society of Friends. F.o.R. and P.P.U.) 


BOOK REVIEWS 


A LETTER FROM SWITZERLAND TO BRITAIN. Karl Barth. C.N.-L. 
Press. 1/6. 

Dr. Barth’s letter to the Churches in Britain is a rather 
irritating mixture of sound doctrine and doubtful interpreta- 
tions. Pacifist readers will readily agree that resistance to the 
spirit manifest in Nazi Germany is obligatory on all Christians. ° 
In this there can be no neutrality, not even the armed neutrality 
which Barth claims somewhat inconsistently to be Switzerland’s 
adequate part in this struggle. But to go on to argue that this 
resistance must be that of arms is neither good logic nor sound 
Christianity. The history of the past two years has done 
nothing to shake pacifist conviction that the result of armed 
resistance is not the triumph of innocent right over wicked 
wrong, but a progressive loss of moral values on both sides. 
One can agree with Barth in regarding the State not as a purely 
human institution but ordained of God to maintain order and 
promote human welfare, without being committed to the view 
that the particular States with which he finds himself in agree- 
ment are ‘“‘ righteous ’’’ and their part in the war a divine task. 
One may agree that “ Jesus Christ, according to the witness 
which the Holy Scriptures bear to him, is the only word of 
God whom we must hear, trust and obey in life and in death ”’, 
but listening to Christ one hears a very different voice from that 


of Dr. Barth. 


The National Peace Council announces two further publica- 
tions in its series of Peace Aims Pamphlets. In Lhe Present 
Crisis and the Spirit of Man Mr. Carl Heath analyses the 
character of the contemporary crisis and urges the paramount 
importance of personal values in the search for a lasting remedy. 
In A New Order for Germany Mr. G. O. G. Luetkens relates 
aggressive tendencies in German foreign policy to the nature 
of Germany’s economic and industrial structure and argues that 
a solution of “the German problem” demands a profound 
social change within the country which the Germans must 
achieve for themselves. Both pamphlets cost 3d. (postage ld. 


extra). 
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Classified Advertisements 


RATE: 1$d.aword. Minimum 2/- 


Church Notices: 6 lines or less 3/6d. Notices of Branch Meetings Id. per word. 


° Discount : 5°, forGinsertions. 10°, for 12 insertions. 


SITUATIONS VACANT. 
SHORTHAND-TYPIST required (immediately for Friends’ 
Peace Committee Ofhce, Banbur Apply: The Secretary, 
Friends’ Peace Committee, The Lawn, St. John’s Road, Banbury, 
stating particulars and qualifications. 


MATRON required January, small preparatory school. No 
objection to child. Roper, Somerton Erleigh, Somerton, 
somerset. 
SITUATIONS WANTED. 

C.Q. (26) requires post as land surveyor ; conditional exemption ; 
8 years’ experience surveying and draughtsmanship ; references ; 
can drive car; Midlands preferred. G. L. Parker, The Chines, 
Uppingham Road, Thurnby, Leics. 


MEETINGS. 
A FELLOWSHIP HOUR for communion with God and each 
other is being held at 17, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on the third 
Monday in each month from 1 to 2 p.m. The next meeting is 
on October 20th and the leader will be Edith Brittle. Time 
will be allowed at the beginning of the hour for any who care 
to bring a picnic lunch. 


AT the request of a number of people, we have decided to 
continue the lunch time Discussion Group, which will be held 
monthly on the first Monday of the month between 1—2 p.m. 
at 17, Red Lion Square. The next meeting will be held on 
November 3rd, when the subject for discussion will be ‘* Does 
Pacifism mean Revolution ? ”’ 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LEARN TO WRITE AND SPEAR for peace and Christian 
brotherhood, harnessing artistic, imaginative, organising and 
intellectual gifts. Correspondence lessons 5/- each. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W. 3. 


Ail Pacifists who are members of the Labour Party should 
communicate with Sybil Morrison, Organising Secretary of The 
Labour Pacifist Fellowship, Redcap, Greenstreet Green, Farn- 
borough, Kent. 


SPECIAL OFFER. Good quality ECONOMY LABELS, with 
propaganda for Esperanto; 5/6 per 1,000; 3/6 per 500; 1/- 
per 100. Various sizes. Also gummed address slips, 3/6 per 
1,000. W. J. Brigden, Printer, 232, Sellincourt Road, Tooting, 
=. WAZ. 

HOLIDAYS 


Wensley Hall, near Matlock. A.A. appointed. Small, sunny 
Guest House. Good walking or motoring centre. Excursions 
arranged when desired. Suitable for Conferences. Car for 
Hire. Telephone Darley Dale 116. Eric and Muriel Bowser. 


Guests taken in Cotswold cottage. Pacifist, vegetarian, friendly, 
comfortable. Long or short. Lovely views. Station. Nan 
Delaney, 6, Enstone Road, Charlbury, Oxon. 


MOUSEHOLE, Cornwall.— Pleasant rooms in artist’s cottage 
by the sea. Allied to renowned Restaurant. GARRAD, 
Gurnick Street, Mousehole. 


aa 


ARMISTICETIDE, 1941 


CHRIST and PEACE 


A DEVOTIONAL MEETING 


will be held at 


KINGSWAY HALL 


on 


Saturday, November 8th 


at 2.30 p.m. 


Chairman : 
THE REV. DONALD O. SOPER, Ps.D. 


Speakers : 
THE REV. CANON CHARLES E. RAVEN, D.D. 
PASTOR FRANZ HILDEBRANDT, Pu.D. 
Tickets free on application to THE COUNCIL OF 
CHRISTIAN PACIFIST Groups, Drayton House, 
Gordon Street, London, W.C.1. (Euston 5130). 


Printed for Edgar G. Dunstan & Co., Drayton House, Gordon Street, W.0.1, by The Hereford ‘Times Ltd., London and Hereford (T.U. all Depts.), 
and published by the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 17, Red Lion Squarc, London, W.C.1. 


The Words of St. Francis 


,? 


in Laurence Housman’s “ The Peace-Makers 
are quoted at the author’s suggestion on the 


oo. 
CHRISTMAS CARD 


It is prepared on a well-printed folded sheet of 


good paper, and the price, envelope included, 
is 2d. (postage paid on orders of over three}. 


Orders should be sent at once to 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION, 
17, Rep LION SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


Subscription 4s. a year, post paid. 


— 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST READERS 
IN 1942. 


WE SPENT £93 THIS YEAR in sending second and 
third reminders because our readers failed to notify us 
that they wished to continue having the magazine. Of 
the 5,000 who received the first reminder, 3,500 had to 
receive a second, and of these some 900 (to whom two 
issues had already been sent) never replied at all. 


THIS FIGURE OF NINETY THREE POUNDS TAKES 
NO ACCOUNT OF THE HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF 
OFFICE TIME ALSO SPENT on this same matter. Con- 
fident that our readers do not want this waste to recur, 
we appeal to YOU to let us know at once whether or no 
you intend to continue, and if you do, to let us have the 
4/- which covers the cost of the magazine and postage 
for the whole year (1942). 


PAPER CONTROL NOW COMPELS US TO PUBLISH 
A SMALLER MAGAZINE, yet we feel that, less though 
the size of the ‘ Christian Pacifist’ may be, the need for 
it is correspondingly greater. We would ask all who wish 
our work carried forward, not only immediately to renew 
their payments, but to encourage others to follow their 
example. And will friends please remember that we 
shall always gratefully consider proposals that may enrich 
the value of the ‘ Christian Pacifist’ ? 
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discontinue 
continue 


for 1942. I enclose 4/- in payment. 


Please sending me the ‘ Christian Pacifist ’ 


ge Ns en err 
a eS a a aks cw k 6h oo ek ies ous Ree 


If you have changed your address please state previous 
address. 
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see any other way. Won-violence is of no effect. | Pought in the las 
war and know that war is miss murder. 


By Atel. 
FeW. Age 50-55. Printer. 

What are we fighting for? That's Simple. Lobk what Hitler’‘s done t 
Poland , Czecho-s lova kia, Denmark and Finland. Have we got to submit ae 


Hitler? We're not going to have that kind of thing here. That's wl 
are fighting for." 
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AFC Highams Park, 13/3/40, 
7.3. #O. 
Walking home after a meeting/with fellow, lower-middle class, 20, 
and girl, lower-middle class, 20, 
Both are paci@ists, the fellow now waiting to be called to his Tribunal, 
Fellow (getting on to pacifism after conversation on psychology. 
" It wasn't until I thought about it a bit that I realised what 
the Government wanted me to do, They expected me to go and kill fellows 
I didn't know and perhaps the very I've seen and »een friendly with 
when I've been to Germany, At school we arrahged visits to Germany 
€ach summer and the mother of the fellow I stayed with m&msk mm often 
used to —_ to me that she didn't want her son to go and kill or be killed, 
, 1 wouldn't bayonet my own brother or parents, so why should 
de it to some Germans just because our leaders disagree politically. 
In one of his books Bertrand Russell gives a good argument: ‘If 
sovernmen¥’ announced its intention of building bombers to bomb our own 
people and if all other Goverbments did the same there ould be revo- 
lutions in every country; but just because the Government is going to 
bomb other peoples its regarded as Hust a normal procedure" 
there was some talk on this point for a while, 


Girls "Its funny with my brother, He says he doesn't agree with me but 
ne reads Peace News every week and takes it up to work with him and 
sets fellows there to read it 


. 
Sas . 


Fellow: "It isnt so bad at our place (the Post Office Telephones). 
Two fellows are communkists and to a certain back mé up, One chap up 
there doesn't speak to me but it doesn't worry me in the sligh test, " 


Thre was then some talk about "What would you do if..... etc, 
Both of them and observer decigded it was’ up to the individual to do 
wnat he thought right, One voint was. "If Hitler was in your power, 
would you kill him," 


a 


That also was "left to the individual" 


The girl haWing reached her house, observer and the fellow walked 
on together for a bit (By theway , the girl was not ‘more than a friend’ 
to either of us but was just ‘going our” way ) 

ie is passionately fond of non-violence and Gandhi's policy, 

"IT wish we could get up some groups locally to dtscuss non-violence, 
but the trouble is that there is no Western example of it, and India 
is not understood by many people, The only thing is that I don't 
want bo become too bigoted about the whole thing," 


A statement in a book by H.G,. Wells that if all the baies of one 
year in England and in Germany were swapped, there would be nox diff- 
erence xm in the Nationalist status of them when they grew up, was 
remarked upon and found goog, 
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It ap ears that there is another man from the Economic League, 
He now comes up and joins in the argument which remains friendly. 
Finally I hear him say that he can't stop now, and both parties 
say they are sorry thag they haven't had time to answer one another 

I go up to the pacifist at the end doorway. I ask 
him if the C.0O s don’t know what to do without reading, these 
pamphlets. He replies:"Well,tnere's nothing inside to tell them; 
they go to tne wrong place or don't realise that they have to 
register differently. And it's amazing after so many years of 
compulsory education how little some of them know. I handed a 
pamphlet to a man once, he said ‘What's tis about?’ I said, 'Well 
it's all down there’. He said ‘I cant read,What does it say?' " 

He goes on to tell me a story about interviewing people for a 
job as office boy. 

I say “If it causes bac feeling wouldn't it be tetter 
to drop it?" He says, "It didn't cause bad feeling until the news- 
papers mace a fuss abovt it. It doesn't cause had feeling, amongst 
the conscripts. A woman came up to me once, grabbed a pamp let 
Out Of my hand aid went over to tne policemant to complain about 
it but nothings came aiout it. Yes, they take our names and add- 
resses but t iat'd all. Once a man startea making a row but some 
other fellows who were coming in to register c.me round and told 
him to sto, it. They said ‘We'd be C.0.8 if we hac tine guts’. 
| Three girls come up giggling an. demand a pamphlet 
each, 

He sees a young girl coming up to relieve nim, 
"Hello,Miss ---. Th: police will probably take your name." She 
takes up his post. 

A young man, a complete cripple, struggling along on 
two sticks goes into the ixchange. 

One of the P.C.8 walxs past the ,~irl anc goes down 
aside entrance, saying something to her as he passes. She smiles 
ad nods, 


. / #& CONSCRIPTION CONVERSATION @ overheard) Nov. ll. 


"“ 


Watford VeM.D. 


Two young men of middle class and aged about 22-24, 


One to tre other: 


'Lots cof people would rather DIE than be conscripted-- It's damn 


silly and really absurd. I don't think it a disgrace and I won't minde 
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" I cant' understand these Conscientious Objectors nor a chap like 
John just one of theme I cant’ see there's any question as to 


the just@ice of our cause this time." 
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NOTES ON " OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE" 


1. Conscientious Obdjectors Tribunal. The hero applies for exemption. 
The board consists off a chairman who is quite normal,Mr Moore 
Beery a red-nosed drunkard, and Megs. “ate Knowall who says 
nothing. The proceedings are guyed; one man tries to get off 
because he loves his ehickens,another as the father of seventeen 
children. Then Joseer's (the herols) friend applies; he says he 
wouldn't fight; "What would you do if the Germans attacked your 
mother or sister","I'd knock their blocks off","exemption refuséd". 
Josser gets up saying "I must remember not to answer that” but all 
he is asked is what he would do if he saw the Gestapo. Answer 
"I'@ sit on it ". Black-out. 

<. Army. Three officers in the show. One is the juvenile lead,a 
second lieutenant, the second a villainous Major who tries to 
po&sSon Josgeer, and is finally reduced to the ranks; the third 
is an R.A.M.C. officer whc is bribed to poison one of his patients 

3. Complaint. One character before the tribunal is Pesse Smith who 
is. refused exemption because of rg ere children. Later he 
is seen joining up and wailing about the evils of army life;all 
sensible remarks but said idiotically. For most of the rest of 
the revue he 1s a friend of Josser, but towards the end he is 
revealed as the Major's spy and is accidentally poisoned(N.B. 


humour on death) 
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MUSIC HALL REPORT 


Show; Old Soldiers wever Die 
Place; Brixton Empress 


Time; &.30 performance. 


LE 27.35.40 
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GENERAL NOTES 


Theatre fairly well full though obs was unable to taxe Courts 
due to collection taken in interval wy for Varteby Artists charity. 
Bub audience looked same composition as usual(c 10% soldiers) but 
rather fuller than usual. (N.B. Obs was told at Performer offices 
that this show is breaking all records,getting £500 in a week; 


NOTES(other than laughter points) 


1. 


e. 


Signature tune of show was jazzed version of "Old Soldiers 
Never Die" blended with "There Will Always be an England” 


Chorus appeared first as “country girls" but after that 
always as soldiers of some sort. K.A.F. , nurses, and 
army in dungarees; in R.A... gket= and nurses sketch they 
wore normal uniforms to the waist but only tighte after 
that. In dungarees were proper uniform. 


Principal girl joined the Women's R.A.F. (though serving 
in a hospital) and the secondary lead joined the A.T.&. 
as a corporsl after being turned out of the regular army. 


. Tableaux Vivants,usually greeted in dead silence,caused 


fairly widespread laughter started by one BWoman every 
time. Possible reasons (a) Lotinga had been making funny 
remarks about women with no clothes on just before each 
tableau or (b) first tableau was "The Knight Errant" and 
while the woman was real the knight was made out of card- 
board or (c) woman who was laughing was doing so loudly 
and infectiously. Probably mixture of all three. 


dt a ai 
y a Pi al he 
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NOTES ON SCENES 


Throughout whole revue was a fairly well brought out theme as 


follows:- 


Scene 1. Colonel Baxter, a factory owner, has a daughter who 
is in love with Lieutenant Harry Graham but is loved in turn 
by the unscrupulous Major Partridge. The factory closes down 
and all members of the works are forced to join up. 


Scene 2. Jimmy Joseer(Ernie Lotinga)and his friend try to get 
off service and apply to the Conscientious Objectors Tribunal 
the magistrates of which are Moore Beery, a drunk, Kate Knowall, 
a drab looking woman, and the third the Chairman who has no 
sugh characteristics. The first perso: who tries to get off is 
a farm hand who loves his chickens; he is granted exemption. 
The second,"Pessie Smith"(appears again all through) wants 
exemption on the grounds that he is father of eighteen children; 
this is refused. Then Joseer's friend says that he won't fight 
because he loves his enemies; asked what he would do if ma the 
Germans attacked his mother or father he says he would > Bi ight 
them; exemption refused. Lotinga tries to learn from this 
mistake but the only question he is asked is what he would 
do if he saw the Gestapo; replies sit on it". Black-out. 


Scene 4.Vosser and friend go to recruiting sffkaex depot; outside 
they meet Pessie Smith who tells them just how bad the army 
life is going to be. They laugh at him 


Scene 4. Comic drill scene and dressing up with new angle in 
that Josgeers girl joins up as man and is congratulated on the 
way she sticks her chest out. 


Scene 5. Emmbarkation Quay at Folkstone(duet) 


Scene 6. Farm Outpost in France. The villainous Major Partridge 
gets a notice that an outpost is to be kept at all costs;he 
gives the job to Harry Graham hoping that this will put his 
rival out of the way. Lotinga goes with him,Graham is 
knocked out, but Lotinga steals the vital paper and swallows 
it. Further knockabout in which Lotinga is shot and ieft for 
dead, but returns to life and shoot German instead. 


(Interval ) 


Scene 7. A Prisoner-of-War Internment Camp in Germany(run by 
General von Svineberger). After various escapades the whole 
party escapes 


Scene 8. Outside No. 8 General Hospital in France. By this time 
Major Partridge has been dismissed the army for stealing. He 
has discovered that Harry Graham is still alive, but,having 
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lost his memory, is now singing in a French cabaret. Also he 
knows that Josser has escaped and may Know too much. Therfore 
he brabes ant ®.A.’.%. doctor to poison Joseer. Baxter's dsauphter 


enters and promises to consider Mu Partridge as husband if he 
will rejoin the army as a2 private. He promises to do 60. 


fcene 9. A Ward in No. 8 Yeneral Ward. Josser,friend,and Pessie 
Smith in bed. Round the walls are such notices as Nurses Short 
Skirts Make Patients Stay Longer" "Everyone Gets Cured fere;¥aeni 
(Another something about Big Pots). All pretend to sleep and 
Partridge enters with the doctor and arrange to poison Joseer; 
he overhears this and also that Pessie Smith is a spy for Part 
ridge. Josser changes bed with Pessie Smith and the latter 
drinks the poison and dies 


Scene 10. Outside a French cabaret. Scene with "French modiste” 
and also remarks about the nudity inside. 


Scene 11. The French Yabaret. "Tableaux Vivants",songs, and gags 


scene 12. Strip tease act by girl trying to keep an injured 
Josser wart. 


Scene 13. Reception Room at Colonel Paxters House. All have 
returned. Josser reveals that he has saved Harry Grahsem from 
beinse drowned and that the latter has recovered his memory, that 
he has been made a sergeant, and that Partridge has been found 
out and will be court martialed. All ends well. 
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IN LAUGHTER POINTS 


1. Man up before the Objector’s Tribunal with a stutter. 
<. What would you do with the Gestapo? Sit on it. 


3. Complete scene of drilling (cf. other reports). Biggest of 
all inside scene (a) Josser answering, back to major 
(b) disgu&sed woman being congratulatec 
on way she threw out her chest 
(c) Josser using puttee as jockstrap 


4. Josser in prison drinking beer and then breaking through iron 
bars 


5. In hospital three or four bed-wetting references - biggest of 
all laughs. 


(N.B. Show written by Con West who told observer 


The main thinggk is to avoid jokes about infbrmities .. 
not even stuttering (cf. Laugh 1 


Personally I can't see anything &n lavatory humour(cf 2,5 
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WAR REFERENCES 


NAVY - 

ARMY 15 ce e00c00e AAaad~s(one non-humourous ) 
R | ty : 1 ( te te ) 
CIVIL DEFENCE 200 

BLACK OUT = 

EVACUATION - 

FOOD - 

PRICES - 

FUEL | - 

TRANSPORT - 

LEISURE - 

BEX To evacoca 

GERMANY Seeoaqaagaga 

RUSSIA - 

ROYALTY - 

B. STATESMEN - 

ALLIES 2oo 

NEUTRALS ‘ - 

MORALE le 


Total 36 
non war 22 


GRAND TOTAL 58 


N.B. Extreme limitation of subjects toucned upon. 


' 
, 
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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 
DOMESTIC OBJECTS 
FOOD 

MONEY 

J OBS 
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LIVE BI® SHOTS 
DEAD + 1 
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SCIENCE 
EDUCATION 

ARTE 

RELIGION 
ABROAD 

ENGLISH TOWNS 
LOCAL 
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Some Virculation Pigures : 
(according to the manager of the ‘Socialist Bookshpp', St. Bride St.) 


Peace News: 40-50,000 

New Leader: 30,000 (pre-war 24,000) 

Forward, Glasgow: 10-12,000 (pre-war 8,000) 

Some pacifist pampphlets had an amazing sale; 'The C.0. and the 
Tribtnal' sold 100 - 200 copies a week in the Soc. Bookshop alone 
sn the first few weeks after its publication. 


Purely Commhnist literature, however, has gone down enormously. 


The Soc. Bookshop used to sell 500 copies of ‘News & Views!; 
since Finland etc. about 300 less. 


'Dalily Worker! dropped by about half from their pre-war cérculation 
of 80,000 (120,000 on Saturdays). 
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PACIFISM IN ST.ALBANS, / [ue 


Note, This is es Cathedral town, over-run with soldiers, However there is 


e surprising growth in Pecifist Groups, 


Membership before the wer -- 40. 
] et present -- 60. 
. average increase during month 5. 
| increase at outbreak of war --11., 


F.O.R, 
P.P.U 
Wee 


societies. 
leekly Meetings et Friends’ House, Lattimore St. 
Methodist P.F, 
Bentist P,F, 
Congregation 
Roman Cathol 


© 
€ 
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Most of the Free Churches heave Ministers, sympathetic or pacifiat. 
Angliean--No out and out, but the Dean is very broad-minded., 
Reasons, Dick Sheppard; Labour Party; Don. Soper; Abyssinie. 
"Cry He  B Nieols. 
"We say No", D.Sheppard, 
"New Testament Bases of Pac 


Individual Activity. 
Members of Grouns use influence as Officers o 

Rotary Club Sec. a Quaker, obtains Pacifist Speakers. 

arch Universal. ) 


y 


Christian Social Fellowshiv (Conscience of Xtian Chi 
the ir See, is a F.O,R. member, 
Toc.H. has 10--F.0,.R. members. 


C.O. Tteribunal,members of P,P.U. F.O.R. M.P.F, Exemption without exeeption, 


The only other Cathedral town doing well is Salisbury. Mn 
Number of Lay Readers, students. 
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Bermondsey Mass Selling 
last mass selling of Peace News organized 


One seller was attacked by an hysterical 
woman, and a crowd soon gathered. The on- 


lookers were not- hostile. however AMA a » ig 
diversion was a considerable 


. . of the sellers were met by the threat of more 


direct action, and one seller was accused of 
“dumb insolence.” < sf 


Kentish Town Group Formed 

T= Kentish Town group held its inaugural 
meeting last Thursday at Youth House, 290 
Camden Road, London, N.W.1, where future 
meetings will be held every Thursday at 8.15 p.m. 
Twenty. were present and_ future 

- activities of ‘group were discussed. It was 
decided that all Peace Pledge signatories in the 


with funds through the 


19 &. 


e. interested Se the group will be 
future meetings. 4g ee 


iq 


< 
is a0 
rota ha fog aoa 
beta tyr 
“3 oad 
; ” : 6; 
ee ae » & son . 
‘ es ~ om * ifn ge noni par ae 
4 pl a 
oy ee NG eee vy ) " 
be lan %: 
Se mt 
fe Lal ~e 
ee eee i a aes ai 
. al Perel ) 
, _ an a a ae a ce ge ye RR IS Ne NNN . a ee . . ee ee fe ae tet he me ge - oe 
: p. = ean Pos [ ur ee . ey pe he et > a ne 5 inal 4 ** J ‘ee ’ ‘ ¥ ee +. ant . , . ‘ <*, .¥ ~ ; » ae} Bry he . 4 x Q PY rn 
outer P st —s ; — ; al 7 =i! 2 Cin Maire ee 4 Gs ERS Moe “ar * +. tee ee , ~ Sse Rag st ee » : i v Z ys é : Fe em: i x 7 7 “ 
aa as Ot ed ‘_ ae th. ; ad ia ad - ate ie), aS “¢ ten, abe si oe 4 3% : at tes ate - ets a ® yy me at: toi <S eke ae a ‘ AS ‘ é et ee : « roy » . . ive a > - Nas 3 a © - Fd 4% a : 
By Tes: eg ie SPI? ae: . ee Wet #3 “Sy Reet oC atta FOR, eaten! seek pater oy e+ ge Lae is pt ' Sean 5 t 
ae rey: ie 2S. fea S ES au ie <i my i “ ht ere ead er oe hota in See 3 Fy ges i) ay 4 Bot ee har ete eet & ive Pe. <" * Ae - & z ds My % by Fy " ax% py 85 « Pe 
ee - ‘ . ails z Oe * . ee = Pa " + ow” * 4 - “ . _ * J 


» 


~~ 
Ye ee 


fy 


w 


.. 


TW 


OA 


45 ; 


ogee et ’ » ea 
* feyte & fay 


Stroh 


bien th. 


ee 


ras 


7 ; oe 
Power i 
{ wy ae 


vee 
oe oat 


- 
: ly f f; E a f | | 
. lare_i AL ( i ‘ _ . J ‘ ' be % : | 


: ben f whee | 
4 Ups nd . CALA (he \ LMALT WH ‘ = wre: — wu 
| | | i‘ 
4% thus CA1ANACO WO ScXiow , 


Be bohents ok at 
WIAA Cre F Von 
. oberut * ee ae 


Cc. - 

> 

© 

€ 

t 

er 

( 

2 
se. 

~~ 

a 


= 
C 

( 

> a 
> 
> 
= 
, 
z 
ge 
ies 


3 ne — ao 4 abe , % Miss eae iS - A : s " See eee ty ol ee Ss pha a 
“d # ; or ~ , ene, Aner SRE. SE pret E;. fea a pbs est MA os ies ee. a im red et ge, OM d 
oe yt ram - $3 > uA "dy % _~ ee iH ca tit oe mn - 3 we 4s ot * ; - %. i, cf rs i 2. 4 '% ” eee “ + alt 3 e ty . ee +s £3. ee -., “4 + ed 
Bo - e Cz 5 ee wr we ee PP ke BE, So Bg PE: | ae a Pat ABET 12 ore ee tay a ae coat a ns e “i ie 
ota eee 


= 4 ' na * 5 
és ie ANS Sum ra. y Be i 
Fh iste % 7 * Tapes ae 


Be ake helen 2 the PPU 


roa ‘ i =; 
eu ») © sal oe Th MM) over oh ™ Ch. 


Guielatiee about 7,000 monthly 
fot of (ahtnmational Fo. @. & wre ta, 
sae thrrt oud Age wot lel . 
Unrwt  1f0 tranches  m thas  Comnty, 


IQ tw. 


ey 
a ae 


Ss 


ae 


BS % tae 


Fis * =?" 
wee 


Pe 
ry 


- 3 4 
“ lok ial = ee, 


4d 


+ 


ee 


Sea d} 


Unikonrie o. deee. GeiceVen Be ae vier fh 


: = yi gaie d aS 
ae ® te oan hn = ——vaginenerngpnneneiinn , s* “ 


+ 
- A 
, = 
t c ? 
. seremesee 
ee TE ef 
e 
». 
; heme o 
- 6 


CO Pernt, Gee ~ See ee 


mam 


-~ 


PP oe oe 


A a re 


eee selena Ss we ~ re & a 
r 
f~ : 3 
: 
- ~ > : 
a 
- 
rt . ° ates ew 
. = =e 7 = . —_ - PPO Pe ee 5 A I A AR SS Rt ALE TR A ta! et Aa we ~~ = —_ ee —s 
, ~ 
ce 
— 
- Si teetens nti 
: ° 
~ ad ~ a oo - ~ ee ee ee a ee “=a ~ -<ve > ~ to —_—- a | 
' 
eal -* 
rs . ine 4 Stale tie _ — ee ; 
- 
<—— 3 * 
ra | 
‘ . ° a oe ie I ees res pe erent “tte otithantiuatlininends 
7 
‘ 
} 
= ns 
, . 
” oe 
- _ 
7 
_ 
- 
| P 7 
late 
* a] > ns I nn ee ee no ae ee 7 i a ace 
fr 
* : 
. 
@ : ee -t ‘ 
5 - rt 
- . ~ 
® 
aa 
, 3 ° ° rr aw 
- - ¥ ~~ 
: ~ ~ « _ ~~? . ~ arte ene a ao od Pag se aoe Pe re al ¢ . a ool “es ~ 4 
* - > 
x * Mee ; > , . 
- a “ « = 8 i as 
ng. 4 
»t%. - “ Fal . a 
eh. . & > 
e 4 w 2 - 
* - e 
. my y 
_ . ‘ee © ad 2 J « oer etree 
: > 
z - 
° ~ os ~ - leet + hl one oe —-— oe | ee eye AE test i snesheitdlieiaiaah hates RL eS =e: ft oerlie won « oo me Rah irae we . 
. 2 ° F.2 Cr 
% - 7 
4 4 
- * 
J ; : 
oe . 4 ® 
re - ae - a 
’ ® 4 ' PI 
7 >= ~ 
. ' 
- " ws 9 _— 
= i 7 ain a? 
dean * em a Wel eo wet eux 
"<< ‘~ oe, \ ee ihe il t 
. 9 . rd ~ 
- 
‘= S : é " ’ 
€ . 
al . é 
, YY, ” ~ # a? - 
a & 3 - a 
> % y= y - 
7 -_? 4 ee 4 ad 
“et x € . ,, 4 Bertin bs : 
. 2 ’ 3 ‘ 7 
if ‘ aN gem ae 
. ae - me 
ng ~ — r% - Reh» 0 mews 0 ie ae te Op enna ri ee net 
> ‘ < 4 ~ ’ 


a i 


iy 
se 


- — er we od ™ ~ ae, ee en ee o. . - . - . 
- = - me ee —_— e a - 
- ~~ <™ = ° ———- > - - 
—-— - >) op be < — ~ - - - ~ + - 
. 
2 oe Per. wet —_ = _ * “ = , ’ —_ . oe - 
‘ orem ~ es Com, . « - ~ oe =%an eats en ee “te 9 ane < ew o_ % o® ee ee Bowne ee ee ee ee eee . _ ~¥ ’ . > way a —s _ rm ee ee * . wate ———w —— an 
“ 
ORD ee OP mm om nS tage -* ~e — an ert a ee ee ae x. De. PO GE 0m ee —>_ > 2 + © ee Oe, me eS - - - “ - : “ *-- * o - -~ - 
ve : 
: : 
ine eae i ee Se ry ee wey ENO EEO Be oe oe ee om > pee owt | MN ee ee Rete tae Wy - — « . - - . = - Pw es 2 ~ oer s - ’ ~ 
“oy . 
~ oe a om —s a re et mes we — aes * a te ae ed . _ — - ~ » -—— - - - - — “- - vee ° 
a 


AS ee pete AA. oN Ch a ak Imm ait ~ = Eo toe iil 20 + lm tact ee eee a ee! a - Aa te @ owe - . . . ate “ay we — — a “ Pale ae ee Se ey 7 ~~. 


ee ee Ce AE op be 


‘ 1 « ? a s u 7 
eo ener Raat Bg te UR «SRE RTE De NE EI ARC BR NN ON A IES OE: «A EIT A RE tiie | arte d alley HR me Sere HIP ey RR er eae ee gS QIN . anne Py oA aR lh I el Cg rte a cere ee ae fae 
¥ d 7 nt ad . - , re hr 7 
! ' : : - ; [Ts 


oe) =, F ate . * a “5 e % a * fe 


4 
a . * 
“em 


'. 


~ & 
% Bt hp besa! 
a3... a 
, - & 
i, 
» 


. 
we) 


é ’ 


wy ; i 
¥ ee te 
The a ADs 
‘a mh, £ * 


by ? 


Aer: yo ee 

iy > ‘ lat sit 
i felipe ~ 
AMER aS 


> 


° 
% 
~ 
- 
‘ 


~ 6) WSU Vk 


Q&A Mn Ad ULE 


, 7 | , 
AVILA an 4‘ TA Ls i i~gaglrwnhsairUUedg LO ifr p< QA” 


. ii , 
Av i ae Oh 


| Lira nfer noth v. ve FP - 3 


; P / 
K-« pO Up pA VAL 70, OM Viasa/es: ce 
, / , , * J 
f “EW? a ardbehi fe f t me | Sf Uy . ‘A > 


: 


. 


iJhg 1ee 2 du ffe tee a> -6— CB A Le ko vé fo niles 


meee 
(re ouffc Lay la & agauts Jd, (her 


err 
ae et: 


The Church and Pacifism. 


®P 3 


Since so far there has been no real nationalism in the 

Church, there hes correspondingly been mo real crystalized attitude 
to pacifism. Again, it maybe that the Church has not developed yet 
the patriotism that it did in the last. Howevr, the fact is that 
there has not been in any of the churches, any official declaration 
of their attitude to pacifism. For instance, the Anglican Church, 
as a State church, may be expecved to be the church in which 
pacifism will! come in for the greatest amout of discussion, and 

the most adverse criticism. From th Church Times of 27 Oct, a 
letter:" (The writer quotes from a letter by a Dr. Cross in the ZF 
previous issue) The Christiant joins in the worship ofa community 
of thoe united by supernatura} bonds of faith and love which tran- 
-scend all sécular al iegiances, and bring those who participate in 
it into a relationship so close that all the divisive forces in 
human society are reduced to a shadow in comparison.' If that is so 

it would seem impossible that any Christain could consciensciously 
kill a felow-Christain at the command of his Government, unless the 
Christaian at prayer is a different person from tne Chriatain in 


the wobld,." \lso the letter already quoted in the first gemeral 


sly 


the 


9) 


section, from J90. Nash. From the leading article of the same pape 


is taken:" The logical pecifist who is determined to have no part 
in the business ought t pay no taxes, direct or indirest; he cennot 
buy a packet of cigarettes without paying for some bul'ets with the 
extra price of his tobacco; he is part of the social order and the 
world economy; he can mo more disconnect himself from it than he 
can jump off his own shadow.... He who renedered unto Caeszuz the AK 
things that ar Caesars helped to pay for Pontius Pilate." 

From the Diocesan Notess from Liverpool:"Though the Church isnot 
altogether free from @efeatism im thése days, this craven spirit is 
not to be found in Liverpool." Frm Bradford: "The Bishop gave 
some useful suggestions for subjects for sermons, urging the clergy 
not to waste the iat” enaitinunhts afforded by the pulpit im #Aste 
War-time. Rather than constantly preaching about the war, he suggests 
faithful proclamations af the truths of the Gospel that are eternal.. 
and am insistance on the theolofical virtues which are the qualities 
most called for at such a tim. About the war itself he feels that 
the two outstanding facts are its wickedness and the righteousness 


of the Allied cause," 


pa 


From the ChurchnTaimes of 16 th Nov: 5 letters attacking thd 

pacifist standpoint, in a polite way. From the Diocesan Notes 

fom York." The Archbishop writes briefy, bat with his accustomed cla 
clarity, on the problem of pacifism, and the value of tk Sstate- 
which can be preserved by force from possible d¢struction. He 

speaks grimly of th cynical Russo-German pact, andof the possibili’: 
of a Christain taking a share in this war while still keepins 


a vivid realization of his membership in the whole family of 
A( 
mankind.2 Apart from this, tyerr are no official views expressed, 


Peace News, Nov I7th states that :"Last week the Oxford University 
Pacifist Association held an informal debate on the motion 


"That we denvlore the support given to the war by the Churches." 


_ 
~ 


Speakers were the Rev. T?@B. Scrutton of the Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship, a,d the Rev T.R. Milford, Vicar of the Universuity 
Shurche No vote was taken. The Rev Scrutton argued that war would not 
be abolished until it was put outside the sphere og argument by the 
conscicnce of mankind."(page6) On the same page, states that a 
Peace Prge st meeting at Newton Abbot was refuseed the local cinema. 
The Salvation Army then offered them $he use of their hut-until the 


SeA. authoriti#@s in Pyymouth heard of it and banned it. In the 


10t 


Le 


‘3 


Maldeh and Coombe district, the PPD propose to hold monthly 
discussion meetings in the Congregational Church Hall. 
From Peace News 10/J1I/39 page 12: CHURCH BANS PACIFIST MEETING 


TF ° 


A fulb report of this is on pages } of this report. 
On page 4 of the same coy there is an article: 
A PEACE CALL TO WORLD'S CHRISTIANS 

A resolution calling upon the Government to ssxseé/ state more 
precisely its peace terms and to declare, upon their basis, its wi 
Willingness to enter upon an immediate world conferemce containing 
both belligerents and neutrals; and 

A mesaage: for distribution to churches al’ over the world; 
were adopted at a meeting of two thousand peovle, drawn from 


London churches and representing the leading demominations, held 


in London on Saturday. It was organized a@ very short notice by a 


graup of London ministers. 


The resolution was adopted with only gyli¢ a few dissentian 


and the message was endorsed unanimously. 


It is confidently hoped that the message will reach 


German Christains on a wide scale. Part of it is addressed to 


SY 


them in these words: 


"We believe there should be no hewitation on their part 


in facing a new world conference. Obviously, however, it would be of 


incalculable help, in enabling them to take this step with confidence 
if the Christain Churches of Germany could see their way clear, with 
equal conviction, to make a similar asertion on behalf of their own 
people in this struggle. 
If COMBINED, the Christain publics of these great peoples, Germany, 
France and Britain, though at present entangled in the barren madness 
of war, can even now prevail ¥o restore this tragic opposition into 
a just and enduring peace. They could provide a mutual guarantee 
that IN THE NAME OF GOD, the will not tolerate anv other kind of 
settlement... Let there be daring Christain initiative and action upo! 
this matter, in all places, at whatever cost." 
The meeting was greatly moved by speeches delivered by: MR. 
RoR. Stokes, M.P.(Roaman Catholic); Provost F.D.V. Narbotough of 
Southwark Cthedral; Rev. Leslie DB. Weatherhead of tre City Temple; 
Rev. Herbert Gray(Presbyterian); and Rev. Albert D. Belden(Congreg)? 
From the same copy, on page I2 there is the continuation 


from page 7 of an article on tribunals. There is the following 


po! 
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quotation:" But at other tribunals-notably tha sitting at Leeds- 


little notice has been taken in the case of Quaker applicants, of 


the even more detached attitude on thepart of the Society of Friends 
to the Friends Ambulance Unit." 
Religioud@ references to pacifism in secular papers are 


not so frequent. From the Listener, 26/10/39: 


" I sometimes suspect thet pacifists have been so fascinated by the 


beauty of the Sermon onnthe Mouht that the have never read any othe 


part of the Gospel. It was at a date subseqaent to the Sermon on the 
Mount that our Lord said to his discipkes:"When I send you without 
purse and scrip and shoes lacked ye anything?" And they said: "Nothin 
Then said he unto them:"But now he that hath a purse, let him “ake 

it, andlikewise his scrip; and he that hath no sword, let him seil 
his garment and buy one." Luke xxii 35 and 36. Surely this 


means there is a time amd place for everything...... ».. theuse of 


force is fowbidden against those who seck to establish injustice 


by violence," 
From the Listener I2/10/39 there were 2 letters attacking 


the Archbishop of Canturbury for his anti-pacifist outlook. 
From the Chronicle,page2, 21/10/39, a short note to the 


effect that Dr Maude Royden and Dr Donald Soper, pacifists, 2 of the 


28 signatories to the protest against the continuance of the war 2 


5% 


issued by the British Council for Christian Settlement, now wish to 
be dissociated from that document. Both state that the time they 
acreed to sign they were under a misapprehension as to the purposes 
of the council. 

From page I of the Star, Late Final, 4/II/39: 
"Rememberance Day will be observed by a church parade at Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, tomorrow, but the borough council refuse to attend. 

When the invitation of the Eastleigh branch of the British 
Legion was raed out at the last meeting of the council it was 
rejected on the grounds that, in the light of present circumstances. 
it was a ‘thypoctitical remembrance', in view of the fact that men 
from 1914 to 1918 laid down their lives that war should be no more®! 


The Roman Catholic Church h-s apparently no attitude 


to pacifism. Nowhere are there to be found any declarations for 

or against, eitherf from high officials or papers. The only referen« 
that can be found is a short letter in The "Universe of IO/II/39 
"..there is a strong presumption that a Catholic may not avail 
himself of his country's permission to plead as a consciensious-— 
objector, Little as we can understand the mentality of one 


refusing such worksof mercy as A.R.P. or R.A.M.C., or minesweeping, 


9 / 


ins or foodproduction in agricultural service-still, in view of the Holy 


Churc's Law forbidding priests actually to bear emms, and in the 
“— light of the recent encyclical as tox theinalienable Liberty 

of men's souls-what possible authority can possibly be quoted 

forbidding a Catholic(Preferably a GERMAN CATHOLIC) from exercising 
h, the discharge of his inalienable responsibility=his own conscience? 


Rememembering my mention above of the declardd permissmon of even th 


Civil authority to do 50. 


The Methodist Recorder of 16/11/39 pge4,from a short 
note on ChristainA endeavour in war-time: 
Contacts are being made with men cal ied up for 
military service and efforts are to be made to keep in touch 
eu with all C.B. members called up for service, The cases of conscien 
-scoiuss objectors are being closely watched and help given 
where needed."From a meeting of the officers of the Christaan 
Eendeavour Union at Leicester). 

a From a letter on page 19;" I sincerely hope that no unwise 
procedure will be adopted by pur Methodist Church as that suggeste 
by some of youn correspondents, namely a petitmon in favour 
of a peace conference now. Any slaght suggestion of an 
influential minority who are opposed to hostilities, or are 
already"war-weary", can only result in helpin: the enemy" 

8; A letter page 20: 


" J ghould like to testify to the fair treatment of c.o.'s in the 


W. London tribunal. I believe that our brethreh are doing their duty 
nobly in regarg to the young men who are swseking their help.... 
Hapoily, as far as my observation goes, the Christain objector is not 


an "absolutist"," 


e— 
74 7” 
10/11/39. 


Extract from "Peace News",Friday Nov. I0th. 
Page Ili2. 


CHURCH BANS PACIFIST MRETINGS 


So succesful was a "Stop-the War" meeting held by the Peace 
Pledge Union in the Archway Central Hall recently that the trustee: 
of the hall have passed a resolutiog banning the use of the hall 
to pacifist organizatiohs for% the duratiom of the war. 

The premises are occupied by the Methodist Churche's North 
London Mission. 

When the resolution was passec, the hall had already been 
booked for another meeting, to be addredsed by Wildired Wellock,. 
When the Rev. David R. Mace, Superintendant of the Mission, 
discovered tht literature fort the meetinghad already been 
distrubated,he refused to apply the resolution to this case, 

BAN IGNORED 
Some members of the Ouarterly Meceting( the supremecourt of the 
church)were concermed at hid refusal to caryy out its wishes, 
and appealed to the chairman of the districy¥, but he, after consult 
-ation with the secretary of the conference, gave his ruling in 
the Superintendants favour. 


The meetimg was held, and was packed to overflowing, pegple 


£6 


BA 


being turned away. 


The resolution, however, has now come into effect. : 
The reoslution containing the ban-which was carried b¥ a small 
majority-appearde to be based on the viwwthat such meetimgs were 
now political in nature because they opposed the method of the prés- 
-ent governmeht, and the Methodist Conferencehas strongly recommend 


that political meetings should not be held on church premises. 


Thee was also a feeling that the Superintendants kno#n 
sympathy with the pacifist causewas tending to make the Missiona | 
sort of headquarters of pacifism in Nprth London. It was feared 
that this association might cause support to be withdrawnfrom the “3 
missionsb by those who did not sympathizw with such views. 


Mr Mace wzs among the speakers at the mmusting held before the ban 


was imposed. 


rd 


CF pap 


The Quakersy nat 


stipetiy, are the religious pacifists. 
From a pamphlet Quakers and the War, by Robert Davis:" 


We therefore maintaing that *#¢/war;is at all times and under 
all circumstances contrary to the spirit and teachings 

of Christ." Sice war has been de’lared the Society of Friends 
has been a center for the literatume of PPU . Several new 
pamphlets of the Quaker viewpotnt have appaered since the war. 
The Quaker papers also continue. It should be added; that on 

Oct 25th there were seen to be 5 calling out notices on the 


Society of Friends noticeboard at the headqsaarters in Euston Road. 
They have since been removed. 
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most general comment is;- 
"All this for the sake of ome man'," 


From this follows the argument that if this man is the 
key to the situation, knowing what he is and how much 


his word can be trusted, is it possible to make peace 
with him? ro 


The Rev.H.'s reply to this isin agreement with 
a statement of Jerrold's in the New Statesmen :- 
"If not with Hitler , then who? If you do not want 
to make peace wiht him you will have to face the other 
thing." 
He thinks it likely that certain people inhis 
parish with sons or husbands at the fpont would almost 
snatch at a Peace referendum and would be willing to sign 
almost any petitiom urging peace. There still exists a 
desperate hope that something little short of a miracle 
will prevent the worst happening. 


4) The essence of his pacifiscem is:- 


If a people had spiritual ambitions which conflicted 
with the idea of another peopte, they should lay down their 
arms; "theyw would cop it, I know, but the material liberties 

lost would be nothing compared to the spiritual liberty gained. 


5) An idea cannot be exterminated by sheer force of arms. We 
cannot defeat “Hitlerism” or what Hitlerism implies by simply 
trying to smash it. 


He was not aware of the Communist peace line. 
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=rmy who have become pacifists since their retiremente On th 
outbreak of war they were called up for military service and 

Gisobeyed their first military order, wer ourt martialled and 
sentenced to military det ntion. Their cases were taken before 
Mr Hore Belisha and pressure was brought to 


| - 


_— , -. * > * — 
ear SO that on tneir 

AK ae - 4. -° 
n combatant dutleSe 
r 


° 
’ 
-- 


e 


% 
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the Appeal Tribunal will be receiving the notices to attend for 
medical examination, and they will presumably be goins to prison 
shortly.e So the real struggle is just berininge We have an 
efficent organisation xkxs to help the C.0O. and cuard his rights 
and it will be put to the pe soon nowe The National Joint 
Advisory Board will shortly be issueing an appeal for °10,00C 
as a first installment to the “Ge endent's fund. ‘When one thinks 
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one can only marvel at their confidence and amazing couragee I 
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ichards offending seems to 

5 uniform he prayed also for 

alleriance The idea that there can be a wider 
of war than the state has turned Loose the objectors 

: to its honour, is standing beside Mr Richards 

flinching] ly [ft announces that i | sermon topic ‘Christ 
mphant' appz i the script of his gs and states that, so 

as the pacitist issue is poet Ye consider he held the 

evehly" Such a positi aken by a FS htehd ment agency 
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FORMER BANGOR RAILWAY 
PORTER’S APPLICATION. 


Thomas John Withams, Aberfiraw, 
Arglesey, aged 21, said he lad been 
employed during the past ten weeks on 
work for which he was paid by the 
military authorities. Previously he 
wus a railway porter at Bangor. As a 
Welshman he did not believe he should 
fight for England and he was a member 
of the Welsh Nationalist Party. 

The Chairman: Have you any objec- 
lion to do ambulance or Red Cross 
work ?—Not if it is in Wales. 

Mr. H. R. Thomas @nember of the Tri- 
bunal): You realise that you are in the 
employ of the British Government. Do 
vou realise that you are now really part 
of the military machine? 

In reply to further questions appli- 
cant said that every Welshman was a 
Christian. 

The Chairman: We are glad to hear 
that (laughter). 
¥ Mr Thomas: Do you love Wales? — 

CS. 

Do you love England ?—No. 

You are accepting money from the 
War Office?—Not directly. 

M:i Hugh Williams, Aberifraw, a bro- 
ther of the aoplicant and who fought 
in the hast war, spoke of the depth of 
his brother’s convictions against war. 
If his brothe~ thought that his present 
work would lead to anyone being 
wounded he would give it up. His 
present work was given him by the 
Labour Exchange. 


Registered as a conscientious chijec- | 


tor for non-combatant service. 
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FOR SMALL NATIONS . 
What of the Welsh soldier’s off-duty | 
— hours? Are there-any radio _ pro- 


To the Editor. grammes arranged for him? There are 
- hundreds of Welsh boys in France, 
Sir,—May I, through the medium of does the B.E.F. radio programme cater 
your paper, reply to R. W. Thomas’ let- for them? Taking imto considera- 
ter, dated January 24th, 1940, refer- tion these few instances of unfair treat- 
ring to “Haw Haw.” First I should like _Ment, can anyone really expect these 
to explain that in that particular letier : Welsh boys (Welsh boys who love their 
which H.H. quoted, Prof. Daniel did country and language, just as much as 
not claim to be speaking for all Welsh any other nation) to be very enthusias- 
people. Nevertheless, Prof. Daniel) is tic about fighting for justice, freedom 
speaking, and can claim to be speak- and liberty for some other small na- 
ing for, at the very least, 40,000 Welsh | | tions?) | 
eople, and. I believe, for all true R. W. Thomas has evidently lost his 
. Welsh people besides. Probably R. W. way in his arguments, or protests. Be- 
Thomas does not know, or does not fore he can secure freedom for others, 
realise that there are about 2,000,000 he must, of necessity, be free himself. 
| Welsh people who feel just as strongly The history of th Royal Welsh Fusi- 
about the words used by our War liers w ki} show him how the Welsh- 
Ministers to-day—“Fighting for free- _ men, all Welshmen will fight, when the 
dom and justice for small ~- nations,” cause 1s just, and they really have 
while they themselves are denied that . Something to fight for. Judging from R 
same freedom, and Justice. W. Thomas’ letter he is not worthy of 
Does R. W. Thomas realise that there; the honour of cabling himself a 
are many Welsh boys in the Army to- | Cymro,” or perhaps it is merely ignor- 
! day who cannot read, write, or speak ance of his country, and its hisiory. 
English? (Incidentally they are no I have been told that the North 
worse than the thousands of English . Wales Chronicle will not publish _ this 
boys, who also speak only their own! _ letter. I trust, however, that | the 
language. These Welsh boys are  con- paper is just, and fair enough to pub- 
scripted into an Enghsh Army, and are lish the views of one of the many thou- 
trained in a language foreign to them. sands for whom Prof. J. E. Daniel is 
They are compelled, forced, to fight speaking.—Yours, etc., 
under a flag on which their small na- : G. PRICE. 
tion is not represented, and paid in| — Liverpool. 
coins an which their small nation is Feb. 7th, 1940. 


not represented, and are even told 
‘they must not speak Welsh, when. there 
are English boys present! Small, 
trifling things, many will say, but re- 
‘member these boys are forced to fight, 
and kill for freedom and justice for 


smal nations! _ ‘ dele { Te 


INJUSTICE TO SMALL NATION 


(To tthe Eidator) 


—_ 


—no Welsh radio programme for 
troops—compared to the 
cruelty 
Poland and Finland, 
lelter midiculous: 


makes (:. 


by Hitler and his gangsters” are 


up against—Yours .elc.., | 
A WELSHWOMAN. 
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TO HELP THE OLD COUNTRY 


To the Editor. 


Sik.—l have just reccived a letter irom 
Mr Adlan Owen (a well known old Ban- 
gorian), now living in Argentina, and 
it occurred to me that one paragraph in 
his letter may be of general interest to 
your readers. li 
“Two young men working with me on 
the company’s plantations decided that 
the time hag come for them to come 
home and join up. In order to make 
an economic journey ihey both signed 
on as stokers in a cargo steamer trad- 
ing between Buenss Aires’ and this 
country, having now artived — safely. 
Their journey lasting some weeks mus! 


have been particularly trving as they 
had to pass through the tropics at Ute 
very hottest time of the vear.” ‘to Mr 
Owen the fine example of these’ two 


voung fellows must be particularly gra- 
tifving, as he himself was a member ot 
the first large contingent to leave 
gentina for the old country in 1914.— 
Yours. elc.. 
FF. HOWELL, 
Caernarvonshire and Anglesey 
Conservative Club. 
High Street. 
Bangor. 


HAW HAW 
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(To the Lditor) 


Sir,—l read with appreciation in your 
paper of February 2nd the very loyal 
and able Jetter of R. W. Thomas re “Haw 
Haw's” trrbute to Professor Daniels. Mr 
Thomas need not fear that anyone in 
any country would judge Welsh people 
Dy a few cranks who are to be 
found in every country. The 
Welsh people gave of their best in the 
last war and are doing the same in the 
present war. Several times during the 
last war I stood in Euston Station,London, 
and watched the troop trains arriving 
from Wales with hundreds of Welshmen 
on their way to fight for and win victory, 
which they did. To-day they are unil- 
ing with all other sons of our glorious 
Empire, and they will win, and with 
loyal Welshmen—the type:-that R. W. 
Thomas represents—we will welcome 
them home victorious and will join as 
one family in singing “Britannia (still) 
rules the ‘waves.’’—Yours, etc.. 

JENNIE BROWNE GIBSON. 
Lianfairfechan, 


Sir.—The “injustice to a small nation” 
the 
injustice and 
meted out to Czecho-Slovakta, 
Price's 
Evervone knows that 
we Welsh people do not suffer the tor- 
tures those mations have suffcred and are 
suffering. The inhuman cruellies inflicted 
big 
things, and if Herr Hitler lands here Mr 
G. Price will know what this country Is 
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Pacifists, Take Notice 


— 


In our correspondence column in this 
issue a reader writes: “Wales is not re- 
presented on the flag under which she 
lights, Welsh soldiers are paid in coins 
on which their nation is not represented, 
and there are no radio programmes for 
Welsh soldiers off duty in France. Can 
anyone really expect these Welsh boys 
who love their country to be very en- 
about fighting for justice, 
freedom and liberty, for some other small 
nation?’ Most decidedly we can under- 
Stand the thousands of Welshmen who 
wear honoured uniforms being not only 


desirous but most enthusiastic about 
bearing arms for the cause for which 
they are fighting. Does the writer of this 
letter and others of the same frame of 
mind really believe there is no danger in 
the German menace? Do pacifists really 
imagine that if Germany conquered Eng- 
land that those who had not taken up 
arms would be left to go in peace? It is 
pathetic to relate there are those who 
dwell in the sun of such strange beliefs. 
Let it be said right away that the Welsh- 
men, Englishmen, Scotsmen and _ Irish- 
men who have rallied to the colours have 
done so to protect their homes, their 
loved ones, their country and all that 
they hold dear. With them it is first 
things first. There are those, too, in 
North Wales, through the corridors of 
whose minds runs the hope that thés 
war will suddenly collapse, that one side 
or the other will win, and that things 
will very quickly be just as they were 
and, perhaps, better. Fortunately, there 
are others, and their number is legion, 
who do not harbour such thoughts, men 


and women whose feet are on the earth 
and who see things as they are. Let the 
pacifists take notice. If they will not act 
jet them beware how they speak. Let 
them not hinder their country’s march 
forward to a victory which in their heart 
of hearts they know they will be only 
too willing to share. 

“This time the decision will be fought 
out,’ Dr. Goebbels on Tuesday told the 
responsible chiefs of the German propa- 
ganda service, according to the official 
German wireless. “There is only one 
problem in the forefront,” he said. 
“That is, how we shall win the war, All 
other problems must be subordinated to 
this.” Last week Goebbels said: “Ger- 
many’s one aim to-day is the destruction 
of Great Britain.”’ In view of these de- 
finite. statements from the German 
Propaganda Chief can anyone still doubt 
what is the ultimate aim of Hitler and his 
hordes? Unfortunately, some do, and 
there are a number even in Wales who | 
have openly expressed themselves &s un- | 
willing to fight for that:freedom for all 
which is the aim of Britain. Amongst. 
those pacifist ones in Wales are those 


i who for long have been shouting for 


freedom from the shackles of English 
officialdom. If among these there gre 
really any who desire to live under the 
tyranny of Hitler’s rule then it would be 
well for them to forget. their avowed 
love of the Welsh language and culture 
and spend more of their time in learning 
German. Lest we forget, recently a 
British boat was sunk by German planes, | 
and the seamen in the waler were merci- } 
lessty machine-gunned as they struggled | 
for life. Heaven help those who look for 

so-called freedom from such assassins! 
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WALES AND THE WAR 


To the Editor. 
Sir,—kindly 


slhow me to reply to 


your Editorial in the “North Wales 
Chronicle” pomt by point. 
(1) In one sentence you seem io con- 


fuse the Welsh Nationalists’ obiection to 
participation in the present war with 
the pacifist objection. The two points 
of view, however, are quite distinct. 
although there are many Nationalists 

who are also pacifists. Some Welsh 
Nationalists would be willing, under 
cerlall circumstances, tv fight for 
Wales, at the bidding of an independent 
Welsh government, but cannot recog- 
nise the right of an English Or any 
other government to declare War on 
their behalf or to conscript them for 
military service. The English Govern- 
ment has rec ognised the pacifist cbjec- 
tion to military service at. a valk. con- 
scientious objection, but the tribunals 
have hitherto refused to accept  tme 
Welsh Nationalist 
hused on conscience, so that we shall 
probably see in the near future the Eng- 
lish Government Mpriss ying Welsh 
N' itionalists for charming: tor Wales the 

‘ights which English demo: ras uni- 


versatly concede-to be the birthright of | 


+i free malrons. . 
2) In another sentence you~ claim 
; , ; 4 66 Ban 

hat Engkandd is figkt"« {reedom 


Je is a. 4 


objection as being 


Le =e , i 


for all.” No one with a more than 
superficial knowledge of history and 
international politics can believe such 
a statement to be true. Neither Eng- 
land nor any other Great Power  lhvas 


ever fought for the freedonr of afi. Great 


ee 


Powers fight for their own material in- 
terests and do not fight until they con- 
sider those interests threatened. To-day 
Enghand is fighting for the perpetua- . 
tion of the financtal and economic sys- 
tem on which her dominafon of a large 
part of the world depends. The free- 
dom of small nations does not really 
agitate her in the least, otherwise she 
would restore their freedom and na- 
tional independence to Wales, Scotland, 
North-East Ireland, India, Burma, Pales- 
tine, Cyprus, etc. The same applies to 
France, whose behaviour in Brittany, 
Morocco, Algiers, Tunisia, and especial- 
ly Syria inspires little contlidence in her 
solicitude for the cause of small and 
subject nations. 

(3) You are mistaken in suggesting 
that Welsh Nationahsts hope for a Ger- 
man victory in this war. Welsh Na- 
tionalists hope for an early and incon- 
clusive peace. They believe that at 


_ the worst such a peace would be pre- 


ferable to the kind of peace t®at Europe 
would obtain at the end of a long and 
bitter war, pressed to victory. No 
more appalling prospect could face 
mankind than another dictated peace, 
imposed bv a victor upon the = van- 
quished, whether the victor happened 
to be England of Germany,—Yours, ete., 
J. W. JONES. 
Tan vr Ardd, 
Rhosiryfan. 
9/2/1940. 
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», SECRET. 


To Mr.N.F.Mellicoll Scotland. Intelligence Report. — 
From Dr.J.Berry. 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND THE WAR. | 


In the course of visits to the four Scottish 
Universities in connection with arrangements for 
University meetings, some enquiry was made into the 


attitude of University students towards the War. 


rrr 


The following report briefly sums up results of that 
enquiry « 


or Astpprwts UNIVERSITY 
Jie s4itliiwewW : ih & 


pproximate Numbers of Students 
exclucing University Lolilece, 


Duncee = 
Men 9300 
Women 250 


(Note - University College, Dundee, is treated 


separately from St.Andrew's, because the type and 
outlook of the students in the two towns differ). 
Principal Sir James Irvine is perhaps the best 
authority on student opinion in Scotland as a whole. 
His view is that in St.Andrews there has been a marked 
deterioration in student morale and opinion since 
last June. He accounts for this in an interesting way. 
When the terms of the Military Training Act became 
known, the Principal interviewed all the leading 
students privately and also had talks in confidence 
with many others. There was then, he states, in all 
sections of student opinion a definite crusading spirit 
against Nagi-ism. A surprisingly large number of the 


students, and especially their leaders, werein the 
Territorials. Numbers of others enlisted before being 
called up. Thus there was in effect operation of the 


mathematical law of remainders; the leaders of , 


ie 


opinion having gone, pacifists and those in 
opposition to the War remained, and, although 
previously silent, now became increasingly vocal. 
Religious pacifism is stronger than any other 
anti-war element. Since theological students are 
exempt from military service, the pacifist and left- 
wing religious students are now the seniors and 
leaders, so that the students' hierarchy is now tending 


to impart to the University an anti-war bias. 


ae 


Among those who had enlisted, however, were some of 


/) the most ardent patriots. 


It was said in St.Andrews that the National Union 
of Students, having lost their patriotic leaders through 
enlistment in the Forces, are now becoming a left-wing 
trade union which is giving encouragement to undesirable 
student activity. This view has also been expressed 

; in other Universities. We have not, however, attempted 

to check these statements. 

University College, Dundee. 

Approximate Numbers of Students 


Wen Gov 
Women 120 


At University College, Dundee, owing to the fact 
that students in the Faculties of Medicine, Engineering 


and other scientific subjects are reserved, there has 


been comparatively little change through enlistment. 


Approximate Numbers 


Dr. Peacock, Professor of Natural History, says 
that many of his students are depressed because there 


seem to be few openings for them for a considerable time 


to come. 
ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY. 


“en 
Women 350 
TI80 


of otudents 


In Aberdeen University the bulk of student opinion 
appears to be more apathetic than elsewhere in Scotland. 
Principal Hamilton Fyfe said that although there were a 
number of students who took a keen interest in political 
questions, he noted that the same students kept turning 
up at all the special meetings; in fact, they represented 
the interested minority. There is a definite pacifist 


a, 


element which is largely confined to the Divinity 

students. On the whole, however, the main body of 
student opinion accept the necessity for vigorous 

prosecution of the war. 

Amongst Research students, criticism was heard 
of the Government and of the Prime Minister, without 
any definite reasons being advanced to support the 
Opinions expressed. JBiologists seemed depressed at 
the absence of any openings for them in the near future. 
They complain that they are in a reserved occupation 
with little expectation of employment, and even the most 
patriotic do not know whether to enlist or not. 

The Principal was very keen that every effort should 
be made to obtain speakers. lle said that through the 
good offices of Chatham House, isolated districts of 
Canada are better served in this respect than Aberdeen 
Univ ersity, which, owing to its peripheral situation, 
has been neglected. 

GLASGOW UNIVERSITY. 
Approximate Numbers of Students 
Women 1,000 


£300. 


A considerable number of students are already serving 


in the Forces and it is to be borne in mind that many of 
the keenest spirits and leaders of opinion left the 
University on the outbreak of hostilities. The majority 
of the students seem fully prepared to do their bit when 
they are needed. Out it is generally admitted that the 
enthusiasm of the last war is largely lacking. This is 
due, at least in part, to a fuller appreciation of the 


implications of war and a more realistic outlook. But the © 


bulk of student opinion seems in no doubt as to the 


absolute necessity for the prosecution of the war, 


however crim the consequences which may be involved. 


The Nationalists appear to have lost ground recently 
and the ranks of the party have been split over the 
question of pacifism. The view has been expressed in 

the University as well as outside it, that a considerable 
section of the student opinion supports pacifisn. 

This is not borne out by the results of the present 
enquiry. Probably the opinion was founded upon the 
election of the Reverend Dick Sheppard as Lord Rector 
vinen he stood as a pacifist candidate. But he is thought 
to have been elected more on account of his personality 
then because of his pacifism. After his death the 
pacifist candidate, Mr.Laurence [louseman, was defeated. 
At present the Pacifist Society contains less than 100 
members and it is improbable that there are more than 
that number of pacifists in the whole University, 
although the Student Christian Movement does contain 

a few pacifists of sincere religious conviction, like 
the former Union Chaplain, Dr.A.C.Craig, M.C. About 
half of the pacifists are thought to be conscientious 


objectors on religious grounds, the remainder being 


olitical. 


“Taken collectively it may be said that the preat 
majority of students support the prosecution of the war 
although ea majority may be in opposition to the present 
Government. 

It can be said that although student opinion in Glasgow 
is precominently anti-Government, it is also pro-war. 


EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY. 


Approxi us mate Numbers of Students 


Men Gs» You 

Women 900 

) 3,000 BOO 

: In Edinburgh University the Faculties of Arts and 
Medicine are by far the largest. There are approxizately 
1,300 students in each. As in other Universities, reservation 
has meant that in the Faculty of Medicine the number of 
students have remained virtually unchanged hence opinion is 
still, as always, predominantly orthodox, although it may 


not receive noticeable expression. 

In the Faculty of Arts en anti-war element is present 
and vocal. But although its members have been active in 
canvassing for increased support little if any recent headway 
has been made. Apathy is general among a large section of 


the Faculty: many students are ignoring the war so fer as 


is possible. But the Finnish conflict is followed with 


interest. 


The Art Collece. 
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[It is not surprising to find a large Patifist element’! 
A 


A, 
among the students of the Fes 


conscientious, in this case 
with party politics, nor can it be termed religious. 
ure working for the comfort 
ng money for such objects by 


concert exh) ons and dramatic veriftormances. 
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MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 


Home Press Swwiarics Section 3 


Daily Review 
of the 
PROVINCIAL «JID SCOTTISH MORNING VRESS 


The" papers used for this review are:- | 

BIRMINGH i POST, LIVERYOOL DAILY POST, DaTLy DISeATCH “hie » NEWCO. STL 
JOURNAL iD NORTH MAIL, TELEGRAPH {ND INDEZENDENT (Sheffield), BIRMINGHAL 
GAZETTE, NOTTINGHAi! JOURNAL, NORTHERN ECHO ‘Tork edition), YORKSHIRE OBSERVER 
(Bradford), AST ANGLIA DATIY TIMES (Ipswich), WESTERN MORNING NEWS (vlymouth, 
Exeter and Truro) » WESTERN DAILY PRESS (Bristol) for April 20 


and WESTERN MAIL (Cardiff), SUSSEX DAILY NEWS (Brighton), EASTERN DAILY PRESS 
(Norwich), EAST iNGLIAN DAILY TIMES for April 19. | 


(In addition to the general Reviews of the vress, special reports are regularly 
prepared by this section on .inglo=rench Economic Co=dperation, Press Criticisn 
of Control, anc Discontent on the Hone Front. _ Special re norts on other 

sub jects are prepared when requested), 


HOME aFFiDit 
ARP. 


First prominence in the home news in this mornins's provincial papers is 

_ given to the announcement of the Government's new «iti. plan,  Revorts 
exphasise that this will save £5,000,000; that 250,000 more volunteers will be 
required; and that 350,000 4..R.P. men will be sacked (BIRMWINGHAi POST, p.el2; 
WaSTERN DATLY PRESS, p.5; ‘STERN MORNING NEWS, p.7; LIVERPOOL DAILY POST, p.6; 
BAST ANGLIA .DATLY TIM'S, p.5; DALLY DISwATCH, p.c; TELYGiuwH AND INDEVENDENT, 
pelO; NE/CASTLE JOURNAL, p.7; NOTTINGH/IT JOURNAL, pp.1,5; BIRMINGHA: GAZETTT, 
Ppel,23 YOUKSHINE OBSORVER, p.3; NORTHERN SCHOO, p.8). Hditorial comment makes 
the following points:=- (i) The saving will sive satisfaction to the many people 
who have criticised payment of 1.R.2”. personnel but it means that they hl 
selves will have to take the place of the paid worker (TELEGRACH AND INDEVENDENT, 
leader, p.4). There is no section more suitable for saving than in the "eM 
services (WOTTINGHAL! JOURNAL, 2nd leader, >.4; NORTHERN ECHO, 2nd leader, p.6; 
YORKSHIRE OBSERVER, 2nd leader, p.4). (ii) If. local leaders put the position 
fairly and squarely before the people the response of volunteers will be prompt 
end adequate (TELEGRAPH AND INDEVWENDENT, leader, p wr). The urgency of the need 
for service is expressed (LIVERPOOL DAILY POST, leader, p.4; NOTTINGHA: JOURNAL, 
2nd leader, p.4; NORTHERN ECHO, 2nd leader, p.6; YORKSHIRE OBSERVER, 2nd 
leader, pe). ( $34) Fortunately for those paid workers who will be displaced 
the changse will come at a time when there will be openings in other directions 
(TELEGRAZH AND INDEYENDENT, leader, p.4). (iv) Sir John Anderson is preparing 
to spend: tiore money by training first aid parties in sone areas (TEL#GRAPH AND 
INDEPENDENT, pet). The Government provisions are designed to increase efficiency 
Since the public needs a more efficient service with keener pase support 
(LIVER-OOL DAILY £<OST, 2nd leader, Dub) « 


Mr, William Mabane, Mes eo, varlianentary Secretary to the idinistry for Home 
securities after a two-days' tour of the North region Civil Defence Services 
commented upon the development of the Civil Defence Services since the outoreak 
of war and warned those in. the North ‘East that it was essential for their | 
services to be in-a constant state of preparedness in view of the attractiveness 
of the district as a target to the enemy (NEWCASTLE. JOURNAL >.1; NORTHaRN 
ECHO, pe/). « letter points out that many of the inderson "shelters provided by 
the Government are still unasse:ivled (SuST «aNGLIAN DalLY TIMES, p.). «Another 
correspondent stresses the value of ...R.<. training and asks: that the 
authorities should sive everyone a chance of learnings, about ...R =» (Eero HH 
AND INDEPENDENT, pelt) « 


(2) Bnemy iliens and the "Fifth Column" 


Some notice is still given to the pressure for stricter control of enciay 
aliens and subversive elements in this country. Mr. E,W. Salt, M.r., at the 
annual liccting of Yardley Division Unionist issociation last ni7ht urrcd that 
there should be stricter control of Cominists, Fascists and the Peace /ledge 
Union. He cited the treachery in Oslo as sho ting that we must be on our sued 
(BIRMINGHG: YOST, p.12), | 

Wide notice but not imch prominence is fiven to the Deputation of Members 
of rarliament which brought attention to the Home Secretary the coneern folt by 
M..2.S regarding "Fifth Column" activities in Great Britain. (DAILY DISPATCH, v.8; 
NOTTINGHAM JOURNAL, p.l; BIRMINGHAM GAZETTZ, p.l; EAST sNGLIAN DaLLY THiS, 

April 20, p.5; WESTERN MORNING NEWS, p.7). 

The need for stricter control of subversive clenents is noted particularly 
in London Letters (NEWCASTLE JOURNAL, p.6; DAILY DISPATCH, p.4; BIRINGHAM 
POST, p.6; SUSSEX DAILY NEWS, p.4). 

The employment of eneny aliens: in iaunitions work in this country is 
severely criticised ina letter, aA further lotter criticises the eimloyment of 
aliens on committees of the W.V.S. and the Learue of Service where they have 
access to the numbers, names and addresses of members of His Majesty's Forces 
(DAILY DISPATCH, pe). . 

there seems to be still plenty of paper for subversive and defeatist 
propasanda literature, Communist and Fascist leaflets are being distributed 
and Rast End and Mayfair anti-war whispering campaigns are reported (SUSSUX 
DAILY NEWS, London Letter, p.4). 

A supe zestion is made that men and women who have travelled and know somcee 
thing about alicns should help the police in controlling: them (SUSSEX DALLY 
NEWS, letter, p.4). im anti-Communist leader is published and thc suppression 
of "these political incendiaries" is called for (WESTERN MAIL, lst leader, p.4). 


(3) Industry 


(a) It is thousht that a large part of the exodus of industrics from the 
Metropolis should be made pemnaanent. Many of the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission on the redistribution of industry are already in force, but it is 
important to plan now against a reversal of this policy as soon as the war is 
over (WESTERN MAIL, 2nd leader, p.4). 


(b) it a conference in Birminghan yesterday of representatives of the Engincering 
and Allicd Employers! Association with representatives of the Trades Union, 
arrangements were mace for stascering holidays in the engineering industry in 
the Midlands (BIRMINGHA: 2OST, p.5; BIR INGHAM GAZETTE, p.8). The difficulties 
in completing these arrangements are considered,’ The chief difficulty is likely 
to be when inembers of one family wish to have a holiday tosether, vrrobably the 
Education Committee will solve the question of the holidays for school children; 
and where members of the same fainilics are employed at different works this 
could be met by synchronising the holiday date of engineering shops in given 
localities, This should be done at once (BIRMO TINGHLAM ©OST, jrd leader, “Deb)e 


(c) Some notice is siven to the Royal tour in the iiidlands. It is reported 
that the King and Queen visited Wolverhampton, West Bromwich and Smethwick 
yesterday (BIRMINGHAM POST, p.12; BIRMINGHA:! GAZETTE, p.8). 


(a) Deliveries of engineers! small tools have been further extended, this wee’, 
This branch of trade is becoming congested, duc to the enormous demands to 
following the expansion of the muni tion-making prosramme. It is noted that 
basic steel continues in great demand; and that all the engineering shops, 
foundries and forses are busy tryin7 to cope with the constant pressure, The 
scrap metal position is improved, there bein;s; more frequent and larver 
deliveries to works, Steel manufacturers , merchants and suppliers are greatly 
relieved that the operation of the Control of Iron and Steel Order has been 
postponed for a short period, In Sheffield the lirhter trades are forming : 
groups for the allocation of steel required for the manufacture of goods for 
export. This, it is hoped, will avoid delay in the allocation of steel 
(TELAGRACH AND "INDEZENDENT , Det} 


nits 
_ © “wt a == 


(e) It is noted that the freight space for the import of U.S, cotton to this 
country has been reduced (LIVERPOOL DAILY POST, p.4). 


} 


) oC) 


(5) 


(6) 


Agriculture 


The progress of the ploughing-up campaign is noted in the agricultural 
columns and the part played by East Anglian farmers is described (HAST ANGLIN 
DAILY TIMES, p.3). The progress of the campaign in the Northern counties is 
described (N:WCiASTLE JOURNAL, p.5). 

The labour question is the chief one at the moment disturbing farmers. 

The state of affairs in Somerset reflects very badly on the Government (WESTERN 
DAILY PRESS, p.9). The importance of sufficient labour was stressed by Mr, John 
Stoate at the Somerset Farmers' Union Executive Comnittee. meeting at Bristol 
(WESTERN DAILY PRESS, p.5). Where men are being employed in unnecessary war— 
time work they should be released now for the farms. Many of the men drawing 
unemployment relief have experience of farm work (AST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES P 
April 20, p.3). The experience of a Craven farmer who was’ sent a photosrapher 
and a grocer's assistant as hay-time help is given some publicity. The harvest 
is going to be ‘the testinss time «nd many farmers are apprehensive resardinz the 
labour position (YORKSHIRE OBSERVER, p.8). The Government's refusal to grant 
further releases of men to farmers after the present number of anplications has 
been completed is considered and it is hoped that plans for substitute labour 
will be more effective than those worked out for substitute fecdin; stuffs 
(EASTURN DATLY FESS, p.4). The schemes for the recruiting of the Auxiliary 
force of the Women's Land Army are now reported to be in full swing (NEWCASTLE 
JOURNAL, p.5). rhe work of the Land Army on a farm at Wickhambrook is 
described (EAS iNGLIJN DAILY TIMES, april 19, p.5). 


The Ministry of Information and vropasanda 


- — 2) = eee EO ME tn ell le ae 


vrominence is given in the local papers to an address by iir. Horace Newte 
to the i*reston Women's ‘Jar Workers: Guild in Brighton. Mr. Newte's contention 
that we are fishtins the German peonle and not the Nazis is fiven prominence and 
also his criticisms of the 1’.i’.U. (SUSSEX DAILY NEWS, p.3). 

Mr. W.G, Weston, Ms’. for Macclosficld in an interview at Toronto 
criticised the British publicity in america, It is reportcd that British war 
photogranhs received from London by radio are prominently featured throughout 
the New York press (BIRMINGILAM POST, p.ld). 

Mr. G.C. Beadle West Regional Director of the B.B.C. at a conference on 
"Broadcasting anc Education in War-time" at Exeter last night maintained that 
British propa:ianda was based on truth and that it was “gettine over to Germany" 
(WESTERN MORNING NEWS, p.5). Dr. Goebbels' references to British propaganda 
are taken as an admission that this is lastened to (NOTTINGHAM JOURNAL, p.1l; 
NORTHERN ECHO, p.l; YORKSHIRE OBSERVER, p.1; BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE, p.5). 

Amusemcnt is expressed at the censorship for stopping a photograph of an 
airman in his school 0.7.6. uniform which he had sent to a Dutch friend, on the 
ground that photographs of military units or uniforms may not be sent abroad 
(DAILY DISWATCH, p.4). 

The canpaisn of all-party meetings arranved by the iinistry of Information 
throughout the country receives brief notices in yesterday's papers (#ASTERN 
DAILY PRESS, p.4; EAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIM@S, April 19, p.4). “For Frecdom" was 
trade. shown in Sheffield yesterday (TELEGRAH AND INDEVENDENT, Yeo)« 


Anti-War Opinions 


Various reports are published of the meeting of the Cambricdce C.0. Tribunal. 
vrominence is given to the case of a Sutton Goddficld student who said that if 
the Germans won he would obey thein even if it meant beins sent to a concentration 
camp (BIRMINGHAM POST, p.5). The case of a research student who had been» 
recommended for a position in the llinistry of Supply is emphasised (LIVEROOL 
DAILY POST, p.5). ‘The case of a Suffolk farmer who refused to hand over to the 
Judge a paper from which he was reading his case is given some prominence (EAST 
ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES, April 20, p.6). The case of a Lowestoft vegetarian who was 
commended by wrofessor Clapham for consistency is stressed (ZASTERN DAILY VRESS , 
P33 cp. BAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES, p.3). Vrominence is given in a report of 
the Manchester Tribunal to the case of a witness who said he had been court= 
martialled for refusiing to obey orders in the last war and should have been shot 
(DAILY DIS#ATCH, p.5). : 

Parents at Bersham are objecting to the continuance of a C.0. teacher in 
his post (DAILY DISvATCH, p.5). <A letter supporting Judge Richardson's criticisms 
of the Jehovah Witnesses is published (NORTHERN ECHO, p.6). Another letter points 
out the ficht of the C.0.s against war (NORTHARN ECHO, ».6). The .ACK NEWS 
report of the invasion of Denmark is characterised as nonsense (YORKSHIRE OBSERVER, 


London Letter, p,4). The Rev. E.C. Urwin Secret of the ‘Temperance and Social 
Welfare Com: ittes )s the ie thodist Church ced that the Church must lead the way 
to racifism (TELEGRACH AND INDE:’ENDENT, Dd) 

| 3 


The Scottish .’ress 


wapers included in this review are:- | 
paso ll FH. ents get DAILY RECORD for April 20 a 
JOURNAL (Aberdeen) for April 19. 
(L, Batkant 


The SCOTSHAN survests that at the momont the omens for peace in thet-eteae 
are more favourable. Signor Gayda's latest article states that Italian policy 
is based on a respect for the rishts of others and on constructive collaboration 
(lst leader), . It is difficult to sce how the Government can behave differently 
towards India, Mosiem and Hindu differences seein as irreconcilable as they 
are ineradicable and the vrinces have insisted upon suarantces for the 
sovereisnty of their States. lir. Gandhi's threat of civil disobedience is 
scrious. That policy drenched India in blood only some years aso and if rioting 
and murder récur as the result of civil disovedicnce, Mr. Gandhi will be 
indirectly responsible (2nd leader), The future of the Dutch East Indies in 
the event of Holland beins embroiled in the European war is at present a 
hypothetical question, but if the Wetherlands were completely subjugated Great 
Britain, France and the United States woulda no doubt act jointly to preserve 
the integrity of the Dutch colonial possession (3rd leader). 

rrofessor Berriedale Keith warns the »ublic of the danver of the strength 

of Italian propasanda in this country (letter, p.7). The Highlands and 

Islands misht be used to produce dairy produce lost to this country through 

he German occupation of Denmark (letter, p.7). The Scottish caxpaign to 

cncourase the public to crow more food is to be supported by a caravan 
. Which will «ive demonstrations in various villa’es (p.7 7). The Divisional 

Controller of the ifinistry of Labour in Scotland, speakinz at the annual 

meetings of the Gdinbursh Council for Community Service in Unemploynent, 

suceestcad that there were not the sane onportunities for employwacnt in war 

work in iidinburgh as in some other parts of Scotland (p.3). 


The GLASGOW HERALD welcomes the new scheme for economy in the A,hew’, 
services anc points out that many men at present employed in the A,R.er. mizht 
With better advantare be used to increase the national war effort in industry, 
Two criticisius are made of the scheiae. The Government must not be thousht to 
believe the danver from the air to have been removed, The reduction of a,Raw. 
workers ousht to be carried out with due revard to the needg of differcnt areas. 
On Clydebank and in other key areas a hivher proportion of paid personnel nicht 
be allowed than in less vulnerable areas (1st leader), Expeditions of 
exploration have provided valusble experience of equipment and orvanisation which 
have enadled the authorities to fit out the 3.H.F. for Norway in record time 
(2nd leader), Sport plays a valuable part in the maintenance of civilian morale 
and should be encourased (3rd leader). 

An oe aspect of Army trainin;: is the reliance on N&.0O.s in modern 

war and the emphasis placed on the resistance which can be put up by 

scattercd..:roups. The Germans have appreciated the wisdom of the theory 
but they are individually unsuited to put it into practice (s»vecial 

article, p.6). The Sub-Comiittee of the Clydebank Centre of the W.V.S. 

has put forward a constructive criticism of the Government's evacuation 

policy (p.8). The declaration on the rishts of man is siven sone 

publicity (9.9). The history of the Kast Renfrewshire constituency is traced 

(p.9). The price relations of fatstock under the control scheme are fairly 
close to normal market experience (Asricultural News, p.12), The scheme 
for Federal Union is wagmly supported (letter, Deb) 


The BULLY TIN interprets the declaration of a state of sieve in Hollana as 
n advantase to the Allies anc sussests that the path through the Netherlancs 
is blocked to German a::zression (Lee der). 

The declaration on the rijhts of man is siven some vublicity (p.l0). 


: The DAILY RECORD interprets the declaration of a state of siege in Holland 
as an indication that the Dutch will resist any atteimt at German invasion (leader). 


The .ixxESS AND JOURNAL points out the dangers that would confront Italy if 
she were to become involved in war with the Allies (leader). 

The reasons why. the Danes did not put up 2 resistance to the Nazi invasion 

is sympathetically explained (special article, p.4). They dislike Germany 

but their country is too flat and too small for defence to be practical (pot) 

Sir John Reith's success in securins the support of members of all parties 

for a publicity campaisn is welcomed as a miracle (London Letter, Dei)je The 

campairn to encourage allotment development in Scotland is given 

publicity (p.6). : 
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Dear” COl League - 


om 


8th. October, 1942, 


INDIA. © I would like to begin this letter by 
referring to the renewed consideration given to the Indian 
situation by the Natioal Peace Council at its meeting on 
September 17th, and to the resolution: adopted. by the 
Council on that date, which you my hve seen mentioned in 
some. newS papers, The Council felt that in view of tho 
‘tone and content of the Prime Minister's statement m 
India it was more than ever desirable to stress the neod 
for finding some constructive way out of the present dead- 

«5. ...2oek and for some positive contribution to this end by 

“s « @overmment in London and in Delhi, There is growing unity 

--- fn India and elsewhere behind the view that what is called 
for is the settingeup of an: interim natiqal Governincnt 
of a re pbresentative character to which effective power can 
be transferred, In those circumstances it seems right we 
*- ‘press. on‘the Governmcnt (a) that every encouragement and the 
om necessary facilitics should wee to aa ee tate 
trying to bring about an agree sis am : : 
bap inaiel sis Congress, and (b) that some declaratim 
should be made by the Government in Landon making oloar a 
readiness to transfer power as soon as an agreed basis for 
a national Government has been cstablished, The Council's 
resolution of September 17th covered these two points, and 
anything you can do to create a public opinicn in favour 
of action on these lines in your district will be helpful = 
particularly in view of the forthcoming debate in the 
House of Commons, | 


PEACE AIMS DOCUMENTS. The first three -gpévet a) 


"Alltod” Peaco aims’: (2) “Britain's Peace Aims"; and (3) 


America's Peace Aims" - of the new sories of Peace Aims 


Documents are nov mublishod, and wo shall be very grateful 
for anything you cari do to commend them to leaders of 
study groups or interestec incividuals in your area, 
Any notice you can sesure of the publications in your 
local papers or in any orgenisatioal journals with which 


you have somo connection would be mich appreciated too, 
Full worticulars of the new pamphilots aro given in the 
enclosed, revisod ordor form, Gould you take a supply 
for use in your corrospodence or in other ways? 


' 
PEACH AIMS CONMHRENCE, I enclose a copy of a report 
and impresai on of the succe ses ful ieeting of the Peace 

Aims Conference recently held at Oxford, when the discussions 
were cacentrated on the international economic aspects 

of the peace aims problem, We hope in due course to 
publish two pampniiets based on the Conference, (a) 
reproducing Professor Juin Macmurray!s opening address, 

and (b) reproducing the introductory speeches in the 
economic discussians, tne Conference is due to meet 

again at Oxford fran January. 8SthklOth, 1943, for a more 
dctailed considczraticn of the political and cmstitutional 
aspects of the post-war prablem, 


THE Ne Po APPEAL. Finally may I just say a word 
about the Sere i¥or fhe Poace Aims Campaign Fund which was 
launched carlier this year’? The Fund has practically 
reached its first thousand pounds, but our goal, as you 
Will remembor, is at sabe a sum of £35,000 to lw raised 
over the three yoars boginning in January 1942, and, if we 
are to reach this sum, “magi be sustained continuous lye 
Our problem nov » ings Pe oot nploto co the first ciroularisation » 
is to find now and sympathetic persons who wauld be attracted. 
by the constructivo work of the N.P,.C. and who might receive 
a copy of the appeal, Could you help us further by 
letting us mvc the names and addresses of (say) six 
persons known tc you who coulc be approached in this way? 
Alternatively, you might care to semd ait the appeal 
yourself with a covering note. ilay we hope to hear from 
ym on this poins? 


With renewod thanks for your CO-oOporation, 
Yours sincerely, 


NeGe 4245, 
GERALD BAILEY. 
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Ist Session - 2 p.m. 
2nd Session - 6 p.m. 


3rd Session - 9.45 a.m. 
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FRIENDS HOUSE. 
EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 


on 


25th and 26th April, 1942 
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FINAL AGENDA 


together with the 


Reports and Audited Accounts for 1941 


and 


The Budget for 1942 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE, 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.2 31st March, 1942 


TIME TABLE 


SATURDAY, 25th APRIL. 


2.00 p.m. 


2.20 p.m. 


5.00 p.m. 


6.00 p.m. 


7.15 p.m. 


9.00 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


9.15 a.m. 


9495 a.m. 


Li.ito a.m. 


ii.gu &.mM. 


1.00 p.m. 


2.00 p.m. 


4.50 p.m. 


WELCOME by the National Chairman. 
Appointment of Standing Orders Committee. 
Confirmation of Elections. 

Apologies and Notices, etc. 

REPORTS (see detailed Agenda). 


INTERVAL FOR TEA. 


Treasurer’s Report. Discussion on Accounts 
for 1941 and Budget for 1942. 


DISCUSSION ON “* THE INDIVIDUAL. THE (GROUP 
AND. THE AREA.” 


Adjourn. 


. 26th APRIL. 

Opportunity for fellowship and worship. 
DISCUSSION ON “ IMMEDIATE POLICY.” 
INTERVAL. 

DISCUSSION ON “OUR LONG-TERM FAITH.” 
INTERVAL FOR LUNCH. 

REPORT on the three discussions. 
K;MERGENCY RESOLUTIONS. 

OTHER BUSINESS. 


A.G.M. closes. 


bo 
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GENERAL NOTES 


ADMISSION WILL BE BY TICKET ONLY. 
Please bring this Agenda with you. 


REPORTS. 
The Reports are printed in this Agenda. They will be taken 


as read in the order in which they appear, and there will be 


opportunity for questions and criticism on each in turn. 


DISCUSSION. 


Each subject will be opened and closed by a short speech from 
an invited speaker. Each report will be presented by an appointed 
speaker. The rest of the time will be available for general discus- 
sion, but an intending speaker is asked 


(a) to send his name up to the Chairman, 
(b) to be as brief as possible in his remarks. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND NATIONAL COUNCIL. 


After consultation with Groups, the National Council, with the 
concurrence of the Executive and Development Committees 
accepted for immediate operation a suggestion that the 20 elected 
members of National Council should be elected by the Groups, 
whether or not they were able to send a representative to the 
A.G.M. Voting papers have been sent to all known Groups on 
31st March, and are returnable by 23rd April. 


To meet the constitutional point it was agreed that the A.G.M. 
should be asked to endorse the change and approve it for the 
future. 


POOLED FARES. 


In order that travelling expenses may be equalised and all 
Groups therefore be on the same level, the previous system 01 
pooled fares wili be continued. The average train fare of all dele- 
gates will be ascertained. Each representative whose fare is less 
than this average will be asked to contribute the difference to the 
pool—out of which those whose fares exceed the average can draw 
the excess. This applies only to group representative and not to 
individual members. 


VOTING. 


If it is not possible to take the general sense of the Meeting. 
a formal vote will be taken, normally by a show of cards. 


- Delegates will have green cards and individual members 
white ones. In order to try to secure some balance between the 
views of group delegates and individual members, each green 
card will be counted as ten votes, and each white card as one 
vote. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


After consultation with Groups the Natidnal Council have 
decided that no ordinary resolutions shall be accepted except a 
resolution “to refer back’ any report which is deemed unsatis- 
factory in any particular. | 


Strictly emergency resolutions must be submitted to the 
Standing Orders Committee, and may be taken during the last 
Session. | 


DETAILED AGENDA 


SATURDAY, 25th APRIL. 
FIRST SESSION: 2 p.m.—5 p.m. 
After the Chairman’s Welcome, appointment of 
Standing Orders Committee, etc., the Reports will be taken 
and read, as follows:— 


THE REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 

During the year the Council has met five times—the 
Executive Committee meeting fortnightly and the Finance 
and Literature Committees once a month. The Council 
has appointed ad hoc committees to meet as the occasion 
demanded, and their work will be referred to later. 

In order to facilitate the business of Council, and in 
view of the increasing importance of the Area Committees, 
it has been agreed that all resolutions from Groups or 
Regions should come to the National Council with the 
approval of the Area Committee, and not be submitted 
direct to National Council except in the case of a real 
emergency. 

Membership. The net total of signatories shows a 
slight decrease on that reported to the last A.G.M., when 
the figure was 135,134; to-day it is 134,062, but this figure 
does not include some 1,500 lapsed members whose names 
have been removed after consultation. The monthly 
resignations were slightly in excess of the new signatures 
up to November, 1941, when the number of new signatures 
again exceeded the resignations, and this has continued 
each month since then. In the meantime, we are en- 
deavouring to keep our signature files up to date, to weed 
out the lapsed members, and to send a list of signatories 
to those areas who are ready for this stage in development. 

The Pledge. When the National Council discussed the 
question, there was very general acceptance of the fact 
that the Pledge remains the one simple but fundamental 
basis of agreement and should not be changed. 

When compulsory powers were taken to deal with the 
adolescent, a suggestion was made that the minimum age 
for signing the Pledge should be lowered. The National 
Council have recommended, however, that as a general rule 


the minimum age should remain at 18, but that the 


National Secretary should have discretion to accept pledge 
cards from younger applicants where there was a good 
reason for so doing. 

Development.—One of the most important features of 
the past year has been the approval of a policy of develop- 
ment and the appointment of John Barclay as National 
Development Officer. His report will cover the activities 
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sponsored by -the new Development Committee, but 
“Development” is not confined to area organisation. It 
began at Headquarters with the acceptance of a report on 
Staffing, further reductions in office personnel, and re- 
arrangement of work. It was to be seen in the “ Unity of 
the Spirit ’ pamphlet as in many of the increasing activities 
of the PPU during the past few months, in which there 
seems to have been renewed opportunities for meetings, 
both indoor and open-air. 

Policy. Following on the discussions of the last AGM 
which were resumed in National Council, a Policy Com- 
mittee was appointed. The first fruits of their labour was 
the “QOutline of Positive Thought” (published under the 
title of “ The Unity of the Spirit,’ and referred to above), 
which contained a slightly amended version of the Affirma- 
tions and showed.the gradual growth of the PPU and the 
diversity of operation within the unity found in the simple 
pledge. This pamphlet is one of the most important ex- 
pressions of the general attitude of the PPU, and Groups 
were recommended to send it (or one of the Bond of Peace 
Pamphlets published previously) to M.P.s and others in 
order to meet the uninformed criticism of the PPU, which 
from time to time appears. The Policy Committee was also 
responsible for a lead in certain more specific issues :— 

Peace by Negotiation. After a discussion at National 
Council, Alex Wood prepared a statement, which was 
printed in “Peace News.” The general policy was summed 
up in the phrase: “Peace by negotiation is, therefore,’ 
always our policy, although not always our tactic. We 
can never retreat from it, although at any given moment 
it might be unwise to campaign on it.” The complete 
statement received such general support from the Groups 
that it was printed as a leaflet, and may be regarded as 
expressing the policy which commends itself to the Move- 
ment as a whole. — 

The Atlantic Declaration. The Policy Committee 
after discussion, prepared a statement indicating the PPU 
attitude to the Declaration, and this was published as a 
pamphlet. 

Declaration of the Rights of Man. Following on the 
acceptance by National Council of a resolution recommend- 
ing the Declaration and resolving to assert or obtain such 
rights for others as well as themselves, the Policy Com- 
mittee prepared a statement of the Declaration with a 
oreamble, and this was published as a pamphlet. 

Peace Aims Committee. The work of the Policy Com- 
mittee was continued by the Peace Aims Committee, which 
has approved two statements, both of which have appeared 
in “Peace News,” and will be the basis of part of the 
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discussions at AGM. The main conclusions reached were: 
(a) the need for the PPU to dissociate itself from falsely 
idealistic peace aims, attacking the so-called peace aims 
which are positively bad, and exposing those which are 
purely illusory; (b) the need of a clearer recognition of the 
probable state of society after the war, and the way in 
which pacifists should prepare to make the best contribu- 
tion to it. 

Night Bombing. Following on a letter which the 
Bishop of Chichester had written to the “Times,” ‘an 
emergency resolution was passed at the last AGM urging 
the Government to declare that it would refrain from 
night bombing if the German Government would do like- 
wise. A letter was subsequently sent (on 20th July, 1941) 
to the Prime Minister, members of the War Cabinet, and 
others. deploring the speech of the Prime Minister on 
14th July, and urging a convention for the mutual abolition 
of night bombing. A campaign to further this aim through 
the obtaining of signatures to a petition was subsequently 
launched by an ad hoc committee, and 8,550 forms were 
applied for. Of these, only 1,294 had been returned bear- 
ing 14,561 signatures. These forms are being sent to the 
Prime Minister with a covering letter. 

The Extension of Conscription. (a) Women. Some 
explanation is necessary about the Women’s Peace Cam- 
paign, which was inaugurated in 1939, and was conducted 
during 1940 under an ad hoc committee representative of 
the various women’s organisations, independent of and noi 
related to the National Council or Executive Committee. 
although it reported its decisions to these bodies for in- 
formation and received some help from them. It had for 
its purpose a campaign to associate women in the demand 
for Peace, and to assist them in relation to the conscription 
of women. It raised its own funds and employed Sybil 
Morrison as whole-time Secretary. As reported to the last 
AGM, the personnel of the Campaign Committee changed. 
and finally it was decided just previous to the last AGM to 
ask a small joint committee of PPU and WPC to discuss 
the future work of the Committee and its relationship to 
the PPU. This Committee made an interim report shortly 
after AGM, and it was suggested that if there was to be 
a special committee to carry on the work, it should be 
appointed by the Executive Committee, to which it should 
bear the same relationship as did the Finance and Litera- 
ture Committees. After a discussion in Council, the 
Executive finally decided not to appoint such a committee. 
in the belief that the more permanent work envisaged by 
the Women’s Peace Campaign was part of the normal 
activity of the Movement, and should be integrated in the 
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work of the PPU. Since that decision the Executive have 
expressed the view that so far as women COs are con- 
cerned, their needs, whether as to advice, literature, or help 
to secure employment, are covered by the PRU in conjunc- 
tion with the CBCO and the PSB. 

(b) Registration of Boys and Girls. The PPU took 
the initiative in calling a Conference on the new Regula- 
tions, at which there seemed to be general agreement that, 
while the dangers inherent in pre-service training should 
be watched and the scheme safeguarded against abuse, the 
regulations did provide opportunities for social and edu- 
cational facilities, and a challenge to pacifists to help to 
seize the new opportunity. A liaison committee is being 
formed to watch the situation. 

(c) Firewatching. With the extension of cOmpulsion 
to the registration and enrolment for firewatching, the 
Executive Committee re-issued the Minute approved. by 
the Council in March, 1941. Ait the request of the CBCO 
it. is now urging on the Home Secretary the need for 
making provision for a conscientious objection to such 
regulations and enrolment. 

(dj) In all other matters the Council and Executive 
work in the closest co-operation with the CBCO, and a 
report from one of the PPU representatives on the Board 
appears later. | : 

Controlled Food Relief. For many months the Council 
and Executive have been concerned about the growing 
problem of the increasing shortage of food in Europe, due 
in pari to the British policy of Blockade. One member 
of stail was given facilities to make a special study of the 
subject, and interviews were arranged with representatives 
of most of the allied Governments in this country. Afier 
hearing the evidence, National Council at its meeting in 
September passed a unanimous resolution which was the 
beginning of. the campaign which has been the mosi widely 
adopted activity of the PPU since the last. AGM. The 
National Council has called for redoubled effort. 50,000 
copies of a-special bulletin have been sold; public meetings 
are being held; special literature has been prepared, and 
joint committees set up in many places. Groups are aware 
of the details of the campaign, the repetition of which lack 
of space forbids, but the campaign is still in process, and 
every effort is needed if it is to be successful in helping 
to secure that adequate supplies of food under properly 
controlled schemes reach all the countries in need. 

India. The PPU is co-operating with the National 
Peace Council in a campaign to urge the importance of 
making peace with the Indian people and graniing them 
such freedom as will meet their just demands. 


Study and Service. It was suggested +o the last AGM 
that the key-words had become “Study” and “Service.” 
In order to help the PPU to meet the need for greater 
Study. two special Study pamphlets have been issued and 
a third is in process of preparation. A Study Committee 
is concerned with this special activity and is anxious to 
receive reports from study groups. The need for training 
leaders is recognised. and there has been one experimenta! 
school at Heys Farm (thanks to the generosity of the 
owners). The Executive Committee is considering the 
possibility of a larger school in the summer. 

So far as Service is concerned, a special pamphlet was 
issued in the endeavour to put the need of Service in its 
right relationship with pacifist witness as a whole. This 
aspect of PPU activity is the special province of the 
Pacifist Service Bureau, whose relationships with the PPU 
have recently been made more explicit. A separate report 
of the PSB will be found later. 

Literature. Apart from the literature mentioned in 
other sections of the Report, the following pamphlets and 
leaflets have been published during the year:— 

Can the Dictators Hold Europe; Who Starves; It’s 
Still the Same; True Patriotism; Why Not Stop Night 
Bombing?; Gandhi’s Challenge to Britain; The Blockade 
of Europe; Britain Backs Food Relief. 

The following are in course of preparation:— 

India’s Freedom (Carl Heath); Pacifism in a Totali- 
tarian Britain (Jack Cowling); The Principles of Peace 
(George Davies); The Price of Peace (Wilfred 
Wellock): The Higher Retribution (Vera Brittain) ;: 
Two pamphlets on Community, (a) in Industry, ('b) in 
the village; and literature in connection with the Food 
Relief Campaign. 


In the hope of trying to keep some balance in publica- | 


tions the Literature Committee has adopted a plan of 
classifying Literature under the following heads:— 
A For use mainly within the Movement. 
B For general distribution (topical leaflets, etc.). 
C For more discriminate use—e.g., the non-pacifist 
or the sympathetic enquirer. 

In order to stimulate the sale of Literature the Com- 
mittee has introduced a scheme under which as from 
January lst, 1942, specimen copies of all pamphlets and 
leaflets published or specially recommended by the PPU 
will be sent to any individuals or group subscribing 5s. 


% x 


This Report cannot close without mention of the loss 
which the PPU sustained during the vear by the death of 
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Max Plowman. Few young movements have had to 
sustain a loss of leaders as serious as that which has 
befallen the PPU. The special mention of such names 
does not diminish the value of the services of the lesser 
known members, some of whom have died in the service 
of pacifism, many of whom have suffered imprisonment for 
their faith. 

But it is on these rank and file members that the 
permanence of the Movement depends. Whether it be in 
the witness of our normal living or by the experiment in 
communities—whether it be through group or area 
activity. whether in study or service, we must maintain 
the unity of the spirit, allowing for any diversity of opera- 
tion which represents an honest attempt to express pacifism 
in action, not being deluded by the promises of a hew 
order of society, but being content to live as though that 
which we believe in were really true, and so helping to 
make it come true for our children if not for ourselves. 

STUART MORRIS. 


NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT. 


Within three months of the last AGM the National 
Council gave their unanimous support to a policy of area 
development. This decision was reached partly as a result 
of pressure from a few areas and partly because of a sense 
of need latent throughout the movement. | 

For five years the Peace Pledge Union had developed 
along unorthodox lines, relying for its cohesion upon its 
contacts with Headquarters and “ Peace News.” In con- 
sidering this report, it is necessary to bear this in mind 
in order to keep recent changes in perspective. 

A Development Committee of ten was appointed in 
July, drawn equally from the elected members of. the 
Council and the Area Representatives. This committee has 
met three times. 

At the first meeting it was decided to call area con- 
ferences to be addressed by either the chairman, secretary 
or development officer—or in some cases by two of them. 
Thanks to the ready co-operation of the area representatives 
and others, 15 Conferences were held between August 24th 
and December 7th, all of which were reported briefly in 
‘Peace News.” 

The main purpose of these Conferences was to outline 
the plan of development and to set up committees to be 
responsible for area administration. The area then 
appointed its secretary. whose function it is to keep liaison 
between HQ@ and the group. 

Each of the fifteen Conferences was asked to approve 
the Nottingham Scheme, and in every case this method of 
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collecting funds from the membership was accepted in 
principle. It remains for all groups to adopt the scheme 
if a regular income is to be guaranteed. 

The second stage in organisational development is the 
dividing of areas into.regions. This is still going on and 
is likely to be continued for some time before it is complete. 
Transport difficulties are increasing, and it becomes harder. 
to draw groups together for central meetings. This fact, 
paradoxically, makes regional organisation more urgent 
than before. 

It is generally felt that.a paid area organiser, free to. 
spend his time on the detailed work of local organisation. 
is the final aim, but so far only two areas have raised 
enough funds to try this experiment. It is possible that 
some areas will combine to share one such organiser. 

During the twelve months under review the move- 
ment has been taking on a new shape, and at the same time 
numbers of its members have been forced to accept a lower 
standard of life on the land, It is this wide dispersal that 
has made decentralisation so important, but also much 
more dilficult. 

The balance has to be kept between the constant urge 
of new progressive areas and the old easy-going fellowship 
of those who have not yet accepted changed conditions. 

Areas are gradually coming into line, but speed should 
be measured by the slowest groups. 

Much of the early work of organisation cannot be 
tabulated. The area Conferences led to the formation of 
15 committees, and consequently fresh problems which have 
had to be amicably soived concerning boundaries, regional 
and group representation, isolated and mixed groups, as 
well as problems arising from torn loyalties and old 
traditions. 

It has been a year of hard work, and any progress has 
been the result of a genuine desire to solve difficulties in- 
volved in a fundamental change of this nature. 

The wisdom of our Chairman has been an important 
factor of success, and we owe a great deal to the willing 
sacrifice of unpaid group and area secretaries. The final 
success of our endeavours is, however, dependent on the 
ability of the individual member everywhere to accept 
responsibility. Other movements have failed by refusing 
to trust the rank-and-file. Our organisation begins with 
the individual, and final co-operation depends on him. 

JOHN BARCLAY. 
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AREAS. 


No. l. Ireland. No. 9. East Midlands. 

No. 2. Scotland. No. 10. East Anglia. 

No. 3. Lakeland. No. 11. South Wales. 

No. 4. North Eastern. No. 12. Western. 

No. 5. North Western. No. 13. Bucks, Berks and Oxon. 
No. 6. Yorkshire. No. 14. London. 

No. 7. North Wales. No. 15. Cornwall and Devon. 
No. 8 West Midlands. No. 16. Southern. 


No. 17. South Eastern. ~ 


“ PEACE NEWS ”—EDITOR’S REPORT. 


On the economic side the last year’s working of “Peace 
News’ has been satisfactory. It has continued to pay its 
way, comfortably. ‘The PPU, which regularly met the 
deficits during the early years of “Peace News,” has 
benefited by the steady repayment of what amounted in 
effect to a very substantial loan of £1,950. Of this amount, 
£1,700 has been repaid; only £250 remains outstanding. 
Since the PPU, when it generously assisted “‘ Peace News,” 
can hardly have hoped to see its money back, we may all 
congratulate ourselves on this result. 

Further, the “Peace News” Fighting Fund has 
reached £3,300. It now has to take its turn with the appeal 
for HQ fund, which is nearing £400. The short-term 
object of the Fighting Fund is to enable us to meet serious 
emergency of the kind that descended on us in the panic 
month of June, 1940; the long-term object is to enable us 
to create an independent Press for constructive pacifism. 
I think that, as events develop, the need of this will appear 
even more imperative than it does now to Pacifists; and 
I shall not rest content till this goal has been achieved. 
It is one—and perhaps one of the most important—means 
by which Pacifism will make its constructive contribution 
to the emergence. of a finer society. 

For the time being, alas, many of the attitudes of 
* Peace News” have perforce to appear critical and destruc- 
tive. There are still a good many Pacifists who believe 
that Pacifism is a polite creed which need give no offence 
to anybody. I have not as much sympathy with them as 
perhaps I ought to have, because, when I embraced Pacifism, 
I was thoroughly aware that it was the hardest and most 
revolutionary of all religious and political creeds. Some of 
our readers are shocked, because they cannot give “ Peace 
News” to everybody without shocking somebody. They 
think that Pacifism can somehow be made to appear in- 
nocuous. Perhaps there is room for a polite pacifism. But 
so long as I am Editor I fear room for it will not be found 
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in “‘ Peace News.” Of Pacifism, more than any other creed, 
it is true that 

If way to the better there be, 

It exacts a full look at the worst. 

No one regrets more than I do that “Peace News’ 
should have to spend so much time-looking at the worst. 
But, only in so far as we have the courage to do that, to 
struggle through our despair, to reject firmly all com- 
placency and facile optimism, all belief in a better world 
waiting round the corner to be entered into by polite and 
kindly people, shall we have anything solid and durable 
to contribute to the future. I am convinced that we are 
called to make a very great and essential contribution to 
the future. But we must pay the price; and part of the 
price is that we must bear the odium of relentless challenge 
of the dear and desperate illusions of our fellow-citizens. 
and often of our fellow-pacifists. 

These remarks may help to explain the slight drop in 
our circulation during the year. In March, 1941, it stood 
at 18,500. It gradually increased to a peak point of 19,300 
in June, 1941. From that point it steadily declined to 
18,000. It now seems to have stabilized itself at a little 
above that figure. The date at which the decline began is 
significant. It began when Germany attacked Russia. That 
suggests that the chief cause of the decline has been the 
dissatisfaction of some near-Pacifists, near-Communists, 
with the attitude of “Peace News” towards Russia. For 
that attitude I make no apology. My deeply considered 
position is that, to Pacifists, the German and the Russian 
systems are equally intolerable—equal violations of a 
fundamental principle of Pacifism: respect for the 
individual person. 

An additional cause of the decline is the strain put 
on our distributive organisation by the removal of key- 
distributors—often into prison—as the pressure on the 
national man-power increases. 

But, on the whole, I think that it is very remarkable 
that the decline has been so small during such a testing 
period. And I am inclined to think it providential, because 
the new reduction of 10 per cent. in our paper quota would 
have imposed such. a reduction of circulation upon us; 
either that, or a further reduction in the size of ‘‘ Peace 
News,” which would be intolerable. 

There have been frequent unofficial intimations that 
the authorities were about to proceed against “ Peace 
News.” But no official action has been taken, or official 
warning given. And I have good hope that ‘‘ Peace News” 
will not be interfered with. Its continued existence justifies 
the contention that freedom of speech is still alive in this 
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country. For that freedom we are genuinely grateful; but 
we should be wholly unworthy of it if we were to express 
our gratitude by telling less than the truth as we believe 
it to be. 

In concluding this report of what I must regard as a 
successful year, I must record that there have been 
changes of staff. Tom Brown, our office manager, has 
left to work on the land. His place has been taken by 
Sybil Morrison. Jack Cowling, circulation manager and 
editorial assistant, is (1 fear) on the point of incarceration. 
Joan Chamberlain, editorial secretary, is about to leave us. 
Gladys Read, who has joined us already, will take her 
place. I thank them, and the whole staff, for their loyal 
co-operation. And I wish to record my appreciation of the 
voluntary part-time help now being given us by Marie 
Stapledon and Mrs. Aldridge. 

JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY. 


WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL. 
The Report has been printed and circulated separately. 


PACIFIST SERVICE BUREAU—SECRETARY’S REPORT. 


Looking back over the past year’s work and contrasting 
it with the work of the year which preceded it, one is faced 
with the fact that there have been certain definite changes. 
The work of the Bureau has been less exciting, less 
dramatic, less sensational than in 1940. The period of 
intense blitz naturally increased the desire of pacifists to 
help their fellow men—real suffering and distress brings 
an immediate response from men and women of good will; 
one hardly needed to explain the tragedy of bombed slum 
areas, for the help came before it was asked for, and PSB’s 
Income Account for that year was a clear witness to the 
brotherhood of man. 

But this year distress has been much less evident; there 
have been very few people homeless or destitute, and fear 
stalks less frequently in the crowded streets. And yet our 
work goes on. 

“Only an employment bureau”’ is sometimes said of 
PSB, but few people perhaps realise what it means to try 
to run an employment bureau on pacifist lines. First and 
foremost it means making a real effort not to put round 
pegs into square holes; it means trying daily to see not 
only the point of view of the man or woman wanting a 
job and often compelled to take up work which is sirange 
and physically difficult, but also trying to understand the 
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point of view of the employer, who is often willing to be 
tolerant but is sometimes mystified by our many brands 
of pacifism. PSB needs to take note of the bad employer 
or the unfair firm and, on occasion, to refuse to send COs 
to such people, but it also needs to explain often to 
pacifists that conditions on the land and elsewhere are not 
as idyllic as poets may make out, and that country cottages 
rarely have bathrooms. 

Problems come every day. “A” is a qualified teacher 
with a social-service exemption—the Labour Exchange 
savs teaching in a modern “free” school is not social 


service. “B” has complete exemption, but life has been 
difficult, and he now feels that every man’s hand is against 
him and his past failures make adjustment difficult. “C” 


is an elderly man anxious to find steady work outside 
the war-machine; the Labour Exchange doesn’t help much, 
for its one idea is munitions. “D” is a girl who has just 
been sacked from her job in a reserved occupation, keen 
on her work and anxious to get back into it, but potential 
employers are difficult and cautious. 

Failures we have to record, but each success in placing 
a man or woman in worth-while work in which conscience 
is free is something which we feel justifies our existence. 
The PSB is trying to get recognised by the Ministry of 
Labour as an employment agency. Without this it is 
impossible to help the many women COs who have now 
begun to come to us for work. 

The more active side of social service seems to have 
increased lately. and we hope to play our part wherever 
need arises. A closer contact has been made with other 
organisations, notably the Community Service Committee. 
the Christian Pacifist Forestry and Land Units, and fhe 
Pacifist Service Units. 

With the coming of youth registration more and more 
pacifists are realising the value of work amongst children 
and young people. We may differ in our ideas about this 
particular service, but we must all realise that, if we are 
ever to see a pacifist society we must be building on a 
foundation of pacifist-minded youth. Children learn best 
from those who are their friends. In the year ahead PSB 
would like to hear of and try to help all work amongst 
children attempted by PPU and other pacifist groups. 

The National Council feels that the service work of 
PPU must go on in these and other forms, and the decision 
taken by it to be responsible for the necessary funds to 
keep PSB alive puts an onus on all who believe in service 
to see that the funds are forthcoming to PPU to make the 


required grants possible without injury to the many other . 


sides of PPU work. Nancy Y. F. RICHARDSON. 
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CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS. 
(Report from PPU Representative of the Board.) 


The web of statutes, orders, and administrative 
precedents affecting conscientious objectors is now so com- 
plicated that it is more than ever impossible to survey the 
work of the CBCO in a few hundred words. The year has 
seen many important developments. In my last Report I 
suggested that change in the treatment of COs refusing 
medical examination was imminent. Even before the 
Report came before the AGIM the change had been made 
by which such men were liable to imprisonment. Yet 
before many months had passed the further provision was 
made of a right of re-appeal on similar lines to the 
Section 13 appeal for objectors in the Armed Forces. 

So far as men objectors are concerned the. grossest 
anomaly now to be fought is the denial of similar appeal 
to those who cannot feel themselves able to observe civil 
conditions of exemption. In one important case before 
the London Appelate Tribunal, conscientious objection was 
accepted as reasonable excuse for failure to observe a 
condition, but such a decision does not form a strong pre- 
cedent for police court purposes, and men of undoubted 
senuineness are at this moment serving sentences of up 
to a year without hope of appeal. 

The most important change, of course, is the extended 
application of conscription to women. The fact that 
industrial direction preceded instead of, as with men, 
following military conscription, made the procedure in 
many respects unclear and difficult of explanation. 
Though the Board’s efforts at clarification have been to 
a great extent successful, the conscription of women still 
involves special anomalies cannot, in my view, be accepted 
as final. These arise from whai is, of course, a funda- 
mentally anomalous position, that the Tribunals under 
the National Service Acts do in effect give exemptions 
from civilian national service of a kind which the Govern- 
ment has refused to authorise in principle in the industrial 
contro] Orders. Nevertheless it is only just to admit that, 
apart from these anomalies, and whether for reasons of 
generosity, caution, or, as some would have it, cunning, 
the administration of the conscription of women has, on 
the whole, been moderate and reasonable. 

Already for men, including a number otherwise com- 
pletely exempted, and, it may perhaps be anticipated, 
shortly for women, the refusal to recognise conscientious 
objection to registration for fire-watching is becoming a 
major question, and one responsible for some terms of 
imprisonment. The Board’s representations have so far 
been without success, and its constituent bodies have been 
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asked to extend the protest through every possible 
channel. 

On the organisation side the work of Joe Brayshaw in 
the development of Regional Boards to co-ordinate the 
work of local bureaux has shown most satisfactory results. 
Eight Regional Boards have now been recognised by the 
Central Board as adequately organised and representative. 

The Board’s literature, supervised by Denis Hayes, and 
including the Bulletin in its-improved and printed form. 
has been considerably extended in scope, and also, unavoid- 
ably in complexity. This makes it more esseniial than 
ever that local advisers should give it the fullest attention. 
The Board’s financial situation is, on the whole, satis- 
factory, in spite of the increase in regular expenses needed 
to cover the larger number of Appellate Tribunals. Its 
resources for relief and maintenance purposes are not 
large, but the demand of Regions on the central pool has 
not as yet been heavy. and may nat, it is to be hoped, ever 
become so. The triple appeal made by the PPU for its 
own funds, for the CBCO and for the PSU has been a 
successful experiment in co-operation, and appears to have 
been appreciated by the donors as well as the bodies 
concerned.’ 

The PPU delegates to the Board for the year 1942-43 
are Ken Sheppard and Alan Staniland. Stuart Morris has 
continued to serve ex-officio as Public Relations Officer to 
the Board. 

This Annual Meeting will, I am sure, wish me to 
express its appreciation of the work of the whole CBCO 
staff, with perhaps especial mention of the arduous, though 
[ am sure rewarding, individual advisory work done by the 
Secretary, Miss Nancy Browne. ALAN STANILAND. 


HON. TREASURER’S REPORT. 

The year has seen a further drop in national expendi- 
ture from £7,806 to £5,340,.and in income from £6,306 to 
£4861. The reduction in income has been largely due to 
the curtailment or omission of subscriptions of £5 and 
over; that in expenditure has been due to a further 
reduction in staff, and, therefore, in the salaries bill, also 
to retrenchment in various activities, and in running 
expenses. 

Our liquid cash position is over £2,000 better than a 
year ago. This is due mainly to the following: a generous 
acceptance by the War Resisters’ International of £100 in 
lieu of accrued affiliation fees; the repayment of £1,450 
from a loan of £1,948 by “Peace News”; the sale of the 
Multilith printing machine for £350; and the sale of the 
film projector unit for £80. 
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The reduction in large subscriptions is regrettable, 
but it is healthy that the Movement should rely more and 
more upon its own members for support. This reliance 
has been steadily growing of late. True, the net figure 
received from Groups is less this year than last (£1,164 
as compared with £1,331), but this is partly accounted 
for by the fact that the process of starting the new 
Development Scheme has caused a time-lag in payment of 
amounts to Headquarters; this time-lag should not continue 
to occur. 

The widespread adoption of the Noitingham card- 
collection scheme has enabled collection to be more 
regular, to cover a greater number of members, and to 
make more accurate the budgeting of Groups, Regions and 
Areas, and ultimately, we hope, of the National Funds. 
Its success has been clearly demonstrated. 

Members are asked to see to it that the regularity 
with which these collections are made and handed over 
is Maintained and increased. 

The Area Development Fund, at present calculated at 
25% of the National Funds paid into Headquarters, has had 
only a short trial, but shows at the moment a satisfactory 
balance in hand. Its position is stated in a separate 
account this year. 

Loss has been caused by certain bad debts for litera- 
ture, incurred in some cases because a group has been 
dissolved and. re-fonmed; and the members of the new 
sroup have then found themselves unable to assume 
liability for the debts of the old. We would urge groups 
to exercise all reasonable care in the ordering of literature 
and to pay for it as promptly as possible. 

It will be noted that the funds of the Pacifist Service 
Bureau, although separate, are now included in the General : 
Fund, and that in the Budget a figure of £1,000 is put down 
for the PSB. This £1,000 is not included in the National 
Fund for the purpose of assessing the figure of 25% for 
the Development Fund. If the full £1,000 is not forth- 
coming, the work of the PSB will suffer, and we hope that 
those who have subscribed to it in the past will maintain 
the help they have given. 

We hope all members, while supporting with what 
generosity they can their local funds and the special causes 
in which they are particularly interested, will realise that 
Headquarters expenses have been drastically reduced, and 
that, if the work of the whole Movement is not to suffer, 
its administration must be fully maintained. The responsi- 


bility for this rests upon every member of the PPU. 


MAURICE L. ROWNTREE. 
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BUDGET FOR 1942. 


Dick Sheppard House. £ =. 
Loan Interest oe ue “ ae vi v 218 
Loan Repayment .. 2 v6 “? r fi 
Light and Heat ay . a ‘Ss 3 iv 80 
Rates Pa a a oo ms 72 
Lift Maintenance v eS ay ee # ay 10 
Repairs ; o Re ys 5 25 
Insurances (War Risk. ete. ) sf oF os ie 70 
Cleaner’s Salary .. 2 i :, oe 156 
Fincwatelied (past salary) ej 4 ‘i 33 
964 
L633 - USC h): Rent o a ea - 100 
——  §64 
Salaries—details as before... o < xe ee 
Contingencies 2 a - is ‘9 - 250 
—— 2,912 
Administrative Expenses. 
Stationery... ~~ e %, e % - 130 
Postages le ge fa ag i af 336 
Telephones .. a wn e 114 
Expenses of Council and Committee Pr. NS. - 250 
ee 830 
Speakers’ Expenses Scheme aq a fe ie - 75 
W.RI. ae Me e ¢ ee : ne " 25 
Depreciation a és : ue ui © 300 
Incidentals te 5 ye a 7 “3 100 
4.736 
25% for Development Fund fe iy A - 1,250 
P.S.B. | 9,986 
Administration a i as es ee: es 900 
Grant éh fe es te ae Ai 900 
——,; 1,000 
£6,986 


N.B.—To the Development Fund will be chargeable the salaries and 

: expenses of the National Development Officer and typist. 
and such grants, etc.. as the Development Committee may 
wish to make. 

The new items in this Budget are:—£100 extra for Loan Repay- 
ment; £25 extra for Repairs. £250 for Salary Contingencies; £330 
extra for Depreciation; £1,000 for P.S.B. 

The total of the alternative Budget in 1941 was £6,300. This 
Budget, without the P.S.B., would therefore be well within that 


figure. 

Suggested Sources of Income. £ 
Subscriptions, Donations and Appeals oe ee .. 4,000 
Groups ce ae Re sp 5 a .. 2,000 
‘“ Peace News ” e “ ¥ 7 te * - 800 
Profit on Literature te oe a a a - 200 

£7,000 
ee 


The items under Subscriptions have been ancreased to include 
an additional appeal value represented by P.S.B., whose income has 
not previously been included in PPU receipts. The items under 
Groups have been increased to represent the additional contribu- 
tions expected from the growth of the Nottingham Scheme. 


18 


me — 


© ncstnen 7S 


Pe ee ee 


7.15 p.m. Discussion on Subject I: “The Individual, 
the Group and the Area (Leadership, 
discipline, individual responsibility).” 

Opening Speech by: CHARLES RAVEN. 


7.35 p.m. General Discussion. 


8.40 p.m. Closing Speech by: ARTHUR PONSONBy. 


SUNDAY, 26th APRIL. 


THIRD SESSION: 9.45—11.15 a.m. 


9.45 a.m. Discussion on Subject II: ‘* Immediate 
Objectives.” 
Opening Speech: VERA BRITTAIN. 


10. 0 a.m. General Discussion. 
11. 0 a.m. Closing Speech by: E. C. REDHEAD. 


FOURTH SESSION: 11.30 a.m.—1 p.m. 


11.30 a.m. Discussion on Subject III: “Our Long-term 
Faith” (the Pacifist view of and prepara- 
tion for the post-war world). 

Opening Speech by: JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY. 


11.45 a.m. General Discussion. 
12.45 p.m. Closing Speech by: GEORGE DAVIES. 


FIFTH SESSION: 2.30 p.m.—4.30 p.m. 


At this session a report will be presented on each 
subject in the hope of arriving at the general mind of the 
A.G.M, on the questions discussed. 


Report on Subject I to be presented by: 
ALAN EDEN-GREENE. 


Report on Subject Il to be presented by: 
WINIFRED RAWLINGS. 


Report on Subject III to be presented by: 
STUART MORRIS. 


Emergency Resolutions, if any. 


Any other business. 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 


LIABILITIES. 


FuNDS HELD FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. 


fe ae we ee 
PP. CA Fee i a a a igs 18 UG 
Defence Fund os m es Ri | ee Oe 
Distress Fund .. e ei RY e 916 6 
— 161 10 7 
LOANS RE DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE :— 
Barclays Bank, Ltd., as at lst Jan., 1941 .. 4,600 O 0Q 
Less repaid ‘> es ie eS ngf 200 O 0 
4400 0 0 
Sundry Loans (free of interest) :% i 680 0 O 
5,080 O 0 
SUNDRY CREDITORS ~ ies sy 2 ‘i ae ete? lo. 18 2 
AREA DEVELOPMENT FUND:— 
Excess of Income over Expenditure for period to date.. 8 Be eds | 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT :— 
Balance as at Ist January, 1941 as in eee a 
Peace News, Ltd.—Part of Advances repaid 
during year (balance still outstanding, 
£498 16s. 8d.) .. e ae ie i fae ee 
W.R.I. Arrears of Affiliation Fees written 
off by agreement a a ae gs 100 QO O 
5,906 4 9 
Less Excess of Expenditure over Income for 
year to date... ey oe es oi ‘ou. © 
~ §,146 4 2 


£10,676 12 6 


We have examined the Balance Sheet of the Peace Pledge Union as 
at 3lst December, 1941, as above set forth. We have received all the 
information and explanations that we have required and in our opinion 
the Balance Sheet is properly drawn up so as to show a true and correct 
view of the state of the Union’s affairs according to the best of our 
information and the books produced to us. 


24/26, Basinghall Street, REYNOLDS, ADAMS & LAKE, 
London, E.C.2. Chartered Accountants. 
10th March, 1942. 
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6, ENDSLEIGH STREET, W.C.1. 


3lst DECEMBER, 1941. 


2 
AsSséTS. 
Ow ae ee 
CAS i oes e Hs s a io, SS 
St wane fA 7 ca se oe es Goi 8 2 
. we UF 
LOANS to Peace Pledge Union Groups .. Ry 4 ig ao: 2 g 
SUNDRY DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE .. ie 2 > Bo 1 ¢ 
LITERATURE ACCOUNT: 
Stocks on Hand .. < a 086 16 3 
Sundry Debtors “ae og e r Zao 41 ft 
(as valued by P.P.U. Officials) —— §12 13 10 
STATIONERY STOCK (as valued by P.P.U. Officials) y . 100 0 0O 
FILM PROPAGANDA VAN:- 
At cost less depreciation at Ist Jan., 1941.. 150 ov Q 
Less Depreciation for year... 4 ae iZzo UY Qg 
a 6S Oe 
FILM AND DISPLAY EQUIPMENT :— 
At cost less depreciation at Ist Jan., 1941 .. 362 0 QO 
Less Sale of Projection Unit £80 O 0 
Depreciation for year aot: US 
——— aot .-Q -Q 
_ an: 2S 
OFFICE FURNITURE AND FITTINGS :— 
At cost less depreciation at Ist Jan., 1941 .. 845 4 0 
Less Sale of Multilith £300 0 O 
Depreciation for year.. 24 4 0 
neocon «=o ACCU 
1s ee 
DicK SHEPPARD FPOUSE at cost 8,113 19 9Q 


a ae 


© lh GE inhib EE” Maiti tiny Was At ath AO Ot ~ 


£10,676 12 6 


mm ee 


FRANK B. MIDDLETON, Accountant 


MAURICE L. ROWNTREE, Hon. Treasurer. 


ALEX. Woop, Chairman. 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 


GENERAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


EXPENDITURE. 


"To ADMINISTATION EXPENSES :— 


Rent, Rates, Lighting and Heating ba Za0 G&G 4 
Interest on Loan—Dick Sheppard House 208 O 1 
Salaries and Wages =i pe os i. cea 
Printing and Stationery is B. te 49 10 2 
Postages and Telephone ae ie ag 330 14 8 
General Expenses : ae 200 3 10 


Council, Executive and Forethought 
Committee Expenses e io va 
Depreciation of Office Furniture and 


Equipment se =f = 7 7 406 4 O 
| , | ae Oe 
NATIONAL, ORGANISATION, PROPAGANDA, ETC.: 
Salaries and Wages .. a 3 i 2 ae 
Speakers’ Expenses a a Sd i so io s 
Signatories Postages and Stationery eG ie a es 
General Expenses aes Ne ‘e * 1: 2a’ 
Grants to Areas 4 ip iy yi 3 14 O 
Loans made to Groups now written off as 
Grants ... stg * A es ns ae Se 
Green Door Appeal Expenses a es a ee | 
—_——— 1437 9 9 
(SRANTS AND DONATIONS: — 
‘Gell § bel A oes a es si sh rs iC: 30: = 
Civil Liberties : = a kas «We 


ikae 


£9,040 2 3 


AREA DEVELOPMENT FUND. 


To Salaries | ee ats ae a “a igs 10.3 
, Lravelling and Sundry Expenses Hs ~ 18 18 7 
——— 14) Ba 
, Grant to London Area .. eh a ss i ci * ee) ee 
, Balance—being excess of Income over Expenditure te et GE, Say 
£281 12 3 
22 


ee ee ee <a. the : 


ee PI agg i Mi CRORE te terre + “o 


a A NS NAY 


G6, ENDSLEIGH STREET, W.C.1. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 1941. 


INCOME. 
£ S. 
By Subscriptions, Donations and Appeals .. 4,390 10 
Less Transferred to Area Development Fund 281 12 


wh & 


LITERATURE—General ___.... ae Me eh 285 10 


4,108 17 11 


2 

“Five Shilling Scheme ” q, Ry ‘*< eo -se 
————— 295 12 8 
INCOME TAX recovered _.. cs i ” Bt 40 43.3 
C.B.C.O. Contribution towards rent,. telephone, etc. 100 O O 
BALAN(CE—being excess of Expenditure over Income. . 760 O 7 
mo,aeu 2 3 
| Bi 


Part Subscriptions and Donations transferred from General 


Funds 


a3 


261 12 3 


ow... a _ 


£281 12 3 
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Stuart Morrie veer by sav: ne it was time for the P, piu, to 
take stock, He said that the rletce is the lowest common denomi-~- 
nator to which all pacifisic csp subdscribe, It takes a represent- . 
ative view of the buman person: -~ one must be a person, a creature 

of personality, to be able to take the pledge, Personality is a 
developing process of sympathy which enablics a person to take his 
place in a group, The pledge was meant to exvress this personality 
and turn isolated war resisters into a fellowship, 


Stuart Morris said that the P.P.U, had two challenges to face, 
The first was a material challenge, At first, spontancity of 
giving was thought to be enough, but now it has been discovered 
that it is. better to rely on emailer contributions. if these are 
regular, . e. . "} It is possible t6 get 
permanent results from order if” there is allowance for. spontansity 
of giving within that order, The Nottingham Scheme is the P.P.U,.'s 
reply to this challenge, It was not formed alow aad to produce 
more money, By it, every member can scrvo, 


Tho second | challonge was the challongc of leadership. The 
first idea had been more on the lincs of 1 rahe simp This was 
now rejected, The group wants Leadcrahin in a democratic way. 
This chollence has been met by our system of sleotions, and our 
Arca, Dovelopuent t scheme, Now tho ieaders elected cannot take away 
the sense of responsibility of cach momber, &t first too much 
emphasis was placed on the mechanis of organization, and too little 
on the peopic, 


Stuart Morris said that some had thought there was a tendency 
for P.P.U, members to divide into two groups: those who believe in 
mCchanics and organisation to the detriment of the spirit, and vico | 
versa, But he, himself, thought this tendeneoy had now disappeared, 
and there was a strong desire in groups to keep the balance, 


Tf the PyP.U, was going to be offoétive, discipline was neccssary 
The members must be willing to test thcir judgment against that of 
others, and be willing to compromise when no question. of principle 
was invadlved, We all want our Armistice Now, but we must bo willing 
to compromise with regard to the method of obtaining it. 


He then went on to say that the sense of frustration which took 
hold of the P.P.U. at the beginning of -the war now found expression 
in doing things, The group has opposed consription and sct the 
Food Relicf Campaign going, It is now ivi das hice 5 the Armistice Now 
and the Freedom for India Gampaigns,. — | | 


The speaker then went on to the P,.P,U.'s Peace Aims, He said 
there would ati se be bad times when the rt was over - totalitarianisn 
may be worvac, come mombers are prapweing ¢ for this by studying how 
to live with their fellows in commnity, and wy studying the technique 
of nonviolence, He cnded his cdérces vy doclaring that the P.P.U. 
today is a coming tugether of ‘those who want to follow the highest 
revelation of truth end beauty, even by suifering. The P,P,U. is 
building. a new conmunity of non-violence nnd service, 


Muriel Webb ; 


IN AND ABOUT THE AREA, 


Area Oommittee at Oambridge on November 2lst was followed by 

talk to Group Treasurers by Stuart Morrhs, and in the ovening he 
néareaeea an Area Oonference which is roported separately, We 
welcomed to the Comrii ties the new Sudbury Group. . 


We wish to record our appreciation of the work which Bernard 
Withers has done for us, and our sorrow that he is no.longer available 
for part-time development work, The question of & successor Was 
referred to the next mocbine , and ws ghalil. be. «leased to. hear-of any 
sultable member.to carry on chan wore, rn the meantine we hepe 
pena Albert Tomlinson will be able to assist us at Mareh and Wisbech, 

Frank Sayer, of wigs ena was aopoinved to FOprVORe®, us. on National 
Council, 


a&ll groves are now ureed to do wnat they can ‘to help the 
campaieninge woich the novenent is wider taking. Tho Food Relief. 
Vampaien sthli ¢ces on, tie Arwistice aud Indian Freedon campaigns 
are added, S2a21¢ eToOUps RAS camot undertake activity in-all 
at one Let are us : Id to do ali thoy can locally in at least one of 
them, .In:the meantime are all groups sending “he 10/- asked for by 
Headquarters in support of the India Frecdom Campaign? 


.Arca income is- adequate to meet expenditure at present levels, 
National expenditure has been cut down to the bone ," 28 you will elroady 
know (if the group letter is always dealt with asit should be), tut - 
incone must be considerably increased during 1945 if the ducget ia 
to be: balanced, This means that we must all make a specs ‘al, cifort 
and: we ask groups: 

ey Se Wier: Bee \. wo ocadae operating the Nottingham Schone, 

to inorease the number of subscribers, and of individual 
subscripticns, wherever possible 

(ob) if not, to consider urgently the ques stion of the adoption 

of the Schene, which we want to become generals I shall 
be pleased to furnish details. 


Sicnatory Lists, Inn any parts of the Ar a the 30. are sadly - 
out~of=date, and we “are anxious that all inet yore undertake _. 
revision, if they will write to me, I will got the present lists 
from: Headquarters, and give thom further particulars, I may add 
here that the cenvass ofvers opportunitics to increase the number of 
active group mcinbs 283 subscribing mombers, and "Peace News" sub- - 
scribers, At worst we hope that it will not have the reverse ofrect. | 
No. signatory shovld be cancelled by the group, but. namés and .. 
addresses of all who wish to wi 1s aaa or are in the Forces should be ; 
sent, together with relovant data, to Headquarters,. who will carry 
out the next steps, 


GROUPS will be responsible for conducting eléottwns. of..National 
Bouncillors and officers of the Union next year, Each member will. 
vote as an individual, and it is hoped that ALL will have sufficient 
interest to exercise this right. At the Fobruary mocting of the Area. 
Coumittce consideration will be given to RESOLUTIONS from zroups for 
negt ycar's A,G.M, All such resolutions must come through tho 
cormittse, whi oh will only be able to submit ONE for consideration, 

So plsase "Lot us have yours early, 


Finally, can we resolve to put that energy into all our activities 
Which made the Dick Sheppard House Appeal so successful? Only by 
doing so can we prove that pacifism ig a vital philosophy, | 


All best wishes, 
Edwin Dolnan 
35, Gloucester Road, : 
King's —_ | | Hon, Sec, and Treas, 
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AN IDYLL OF SUOMI 
Charles Raven 


LOVE THAT PERSISTS 
P. D., Robins 


THE TESTING 
Kenneth Rawlings 


THE GOSPEL AND THE CHURCH 
Leshe Artingstall 


Reeonciliation- 


OUR ALTERNATIVE TO WAR 


Percy Hariill 


A CHRISTIAN’S APOLOGY FOR 
WAR Leyton Richards 


TRIBUNALS AND THE NEXT 
STAGE Hubert W. Peet 


THINKING ALOUD 
C. Paul Gliddon 


Published by the 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
17 RED LION SQUARE 
LONDON, W.C.1 
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GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
gets 


“FORWARD” 


every week and writes of its editorial 
articles on the war: 


**PUBLIC OPINION” 


presents in a handy form each week a 
complete summary of the best current thought 
and activity of the world, and for the man 
and woman anxious to know everything worth 
while it is an essential, 


A few Reasons why you will like 


“lam glad to see the vigour and 
ith whi “Public Opinion” 
thoroughness with which you are ubdlic Upinion 
BECAUSE it is » News- BECAUSEitis interested in 


keeping ‘FORWARD’ up to its old 
paper Room, a Weekly Social Problems, in 
standard. Library of New Books Religion, in Politics, in 


“Your articles are all to the good so and always a cheerful and Science, in Travel, 
keep hammering away with the old 
‘FORWARD’ flag flying on the front 


well-informed companion. 
It gives a rapid survey 
of the events of the 
week, and covers a 
remarkably wide area of 
interests. 


Literature, in all Arts and 
Crafts, and in — 
that interests intelligent 
people. 


BECAUSE it gives opinion 


on world matters in «@ 


page and more power to your elbow.”’ compact form ; to sum up, 


BECAUSE it informs, because it is a weekly 
stimulates and saves time review of what people 
in a 7 rm Page 8 age ~» & oe and 

4 interesting from t t t new they are 
Every Friday 2d. to the last page. reading. 


WHY NOT TRY IT FOR YOURSELF ? 


All you have to do is to send a t card with your name 
and address to the Manager, “Public Opinion,’’ 163A, 
Strand, W.C.2, and you will receive a FREE copy of the 
current issue. 


Specimen copy free from 
Manager, 26 Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4 


THE PATHFINDER 


Editor : Roger H. de Pemberton 


The leading Christian Youth Journal, read by thousands who appreciate a well published magazine 
containing interesting, virile, and sane articles. 


The magazine is designed specially to meet the demands of thinking young people, aged 16-30. 
Many well-known leaders are to be found amongst its contributors. 


Published quarterly, it costs only 2/6 per annum, post free. 
Write for a specimen copy. 
3 


THE «PATHFINDER’’ LEAFLETS 
No. 


|. FINDING LIFE. By Rev. J. E. Duncan. 


By Rev. A. Herbert Gray, D.D. : 
FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE SEXES. 
FALLING IN LOVE. 
GETTING ENGAGED. “Reality in Religion,” by Rev. J. B. Phillips. 
GETTING MARRIED, 4d. each. 

Id., 100 copies, 5/6. 


“PATHFINDER”? PAMPHLETS 


“From Friendship to Marriage,’”’ by Rev. 
A. Herbert Gray, D.D. 


“‘Quiet Times,” by Rev. J. B. Phillips. 


uk wp 


From 
THE PATHFINDER PRESS, The Vicarage, BROXBOURNE, HERTS. 
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The Christian Pacifist is the organ of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, and of the Christian Pacifist Crusade (Congregational) 
the Methodist Peace Fellowship, the Unitarian and Free Christian Peace Fellowship, the Baptist Pacifist Fellowship, the 
(English) Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, the Church of Scotland Peace Society, the Scottish Congregational Ministers, 


Peace Society, and the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 


THE CURRENT OF AFFAIRS 


If Thine Enemy Hunger 


At Convocation of Canterbury, the Bishop of 
Birmingham and the Archdeacon of Stoke-on- 
Trent introduced resolutions urging Christians 
to work and pray for peace and asking for 
relaxation of the blockade to allow the free 
importation of foodstuffs into Germany in accor- 
dance with the precept: “If thine enemy hunger, 
feed him.” This resolution was withdrawn after 
discussion, Dr. Barnes being satisfied that the 
House was divided by practical considerations 
rather than by moral fundamentals. The Bishop 
of Chichester moved a resolution welcoming the 
initiative of the Scandinavian Churches and 
praying that a new spiritual life might be 
awakened throughout the universal Church, 
enabling its members to play their part in 
making a new world order based on Christian 
principles. The resolution went on to express 
the hope that every effort would be made by 
statesmen in neutral and belligerent countries 
to negotiate a just peace at the earliest oppor- 
tunity, and to declare that the dismemberment 
of Germany must be no part of the war aims of 
this country, but to express the earnest desire 
“that life and independence be secured for the 
German nation on the sole condition that the 
German nation respects the right of other 
nations both great and small, strong and weak, 
to a similar lif and independence.” 


The Right of Independence 


Ever since 1930, the Indian National Congress 
has observed January 26th as Independence Day. 
At the recent meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee, a revised form of the Pledge was issued 
and circulated throughout the country. It begins 
as follows: “We believe that it is the inalienable 
right of the Indian people to have freedom and 
enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the 
necessities of life, so that they may have full 
opportunity for growth. We believe also that, if 
any government deprives the people of these 
rights and oppresses them, the people have a 
further right to alter it or to abolish it. The 
British Government in India has not onl 
deprived the Indian people of their freedom but 
has based itself on the exploitation of the masses 
and has ruined India economically, politically, 
culturally and spiritually. We believe, therefore, 
that India must sever the British connection and 
obtain ‘Purna Swaray’ and attain independence. 
We recognise that the most effective way of 
gaining our freedom is not through violence. 
India has gained strength and self-reliance and 
marched a long way towards ‘Swaray’ following 
peaceful and legitimate methods, and it is by 
adhering to these methods that our country will 
attain independence. We pledge ourselves anew 
to the independence of India and solemnly 
resolve to carry out the non-violent struggle for 
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freedom till ‘Purna Swaraj’ is attained. We 
believe that non-violent action, in general, and 
preparations for non-violent direct action, in 
particular, require the successful working of the 
constructive programme of khadi, communal 
harmony and removal of untouchability. We 
shall seek every opportunity of spreading good- 
will among our fellow-men without distinction of 
caste or creed.” 


Does God Need Victory? 


While we are still spared the full blast of war 
on the Western Front, hope persists that some 
way may be found towards the cessation of 
hostilities without the terrible sacrifice of life 
and embittering of feelings which a great attack, 
combined with unrestricted aerial warfare, must 
entail. It cannot be said, however, that such 
hopes have received much encouragement from 
recent utterances of Government spokesmen. 
The one war aim in view is still victory. Even 
the Archbishop of York in his broadcast appeal 
for “steadfastness,” while wisely looking ahead 
to probable terms of a peace, declared victory to 
be the first essential step towards it. One is 
inclined to say that God has so often revealed 
His power through defeat that a military victory 
would not appear to be indispensable where He 
is concerned. It would be a strange commentary 
on the Gospel that regarded military victory as 
necessary for the advancement of God’s purposes, 
particularly in relation to the overcoming of evil. 


A Limited Defeat 


But apart from that theological difficulty, is 
there not another very practical political problem 
involved? What can victory for the Allies mean 
but defeat and humiliation for Germany, and is 
it not out of Germany’s former humiliation that 
tolerance of her present régime has arisen? In 
any case, how can there be a freely-negotiated 
peace after one of the principal parties to it has 
been reduced to submission? It is true that 
neutrals (if there are any left) can be brought 
in to the peace conference, but while that might 
be a guarantee that the peace would be a model 
of what everybody else considered just, it can be 
no guarantee that the defeated party would be 
of the same mind, and continue to be for the 
next generation. Recent speeches have suggested 
that the war must go on, not until Germany is 
reduced to impotence, but until she has suffered 
some serious disappointment in war as a means 
of obtaining her own way. Disappointments in 
war unfortunately have usually the effect of 
making belligerents fight all the more desper- 


ately, and the dogs of war once let loose have 
never come to heel with any remarkable docility. 


Pacifists Want to Defeat Nazism 


In so far as the object of the Allies is to defeat 
the kind of policy which, while not unknown 
elsewhere, has become associated chiefly with 
the present German Government, it is one which 
all pacifists can heartily support. No body of 
people has protested more earnestly against 
oppression, violence, threats, duplicity and arro- 
gant imperialism, wherever it has appeared, or 
sought more actively to remedy the dire conse- 
quences of these emgage 3 evils than those who 
believe that loyalty to Christ commits them to 
a way of life which admits of no participation 
in any act of war, however good the cause. If 
at last the Governments of France and Britain 
are determined to put an end to the evils which 
are popularly known in this country as 
“Nazism,” they are espousing a cause which 
pacifists had already taken up. It is only when 
it is proposed to defeat this confidence in war by 
confidence in war, and these threats of war by 
threats of war that the pacifist has misgivings. 
The Government in Germany certainly has 
pursued policies which are inimical to Chris- 
tianity, and though it is by no means the first 
Government in history to do so, and though we 
have often and recently had occasion to accuse 
our own Government of pursuing policies which 
were unchristian, the Nazi Government may be 
regarded as providing a striking modern instance 
of what may fairly be called “Anti-Christ.” It 
may scarcely be assumed, however, that any- 
body who engages this anti-Christ in combat is 
necessarily Christ. The method of war belongs 
too plainly (as the soldiers if not the Churchmen 
testify) to the sub-Christian forces of the world. 
To commit the cause of Christ to the keeping of 
paganism until anti-Christ has been defeated 
and it is safe to resume our Christianity, is as 


sad a lack of judgment as it is a pathetic lack of 
faith. 


The Alternative to War 


To say this, however, is to expose ourselves to 
the question, “But what would you do?” Some 
of the following pages, in a suggested alternative 
to war, offer an answer to that question. Even 
if we were unable to answer it we should still 
feel entitled to say, ““Whatever else I would do, 
I would not choose a way which is not only 
clumsy and futile and cruel, incalculable in its 
consequences and unjust in its judgments, but 
morally hase. It is nonsense to say, “Force in 
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itself is a-moral; all depends on the motive with 
which you use it.” The burning of a heretic is 
now seen by every conscience worth speaking of 
to be a loathsome sin, though it has been done 
with the best of motives. Nothing can make the 
immoralities which are involved in war moral. 
Even if we saw no other way, we might well 
say, “Not that way.” If we believe that we are 
serving the cause of God, surely God will show us 
a way of His own choosing, and it cannot be 
boasted that the nations or even the Churches 
have been very diligently looking for a way that 
would be more righteous than war. Even now, 
confronted as we are by a monstrous evil, have 
we so little faith in the forces of good, none of 
which have been tried to any extent, that we 
must fall back on what is odious to all right- 
minded people? Could not we bombard the 
enemy, at the same time adopting economic 
policies to suit, with goodwill, patient under- 
standing, generosity, truth, forgiveness, and 
friendship, and all on the same liberal scale on 
which our war preparations have been made? 
Suppose we had resort to repentance for our 
salvation instead of digging ourselves into our 
national complacency. What if we set out on a 
world campaign of fair play for all races, and 
liberty for all peoples, justice for every worker, 
beginning in the British Empire? Would not 
such spiritual power for good be put into opera- 
tion that the very strongholds of evil would be 
shaken? Only we should have to pour out our 
forces of healing, organising the whole nation to 
the adventure, as lavishly as we are at present 
pouring out our wealth in destruction. Indeed, 
it would cost us something; but so does war. It 
would involve our best manhood perhaps in 
hazard and suffering; so does war. It would 
impose upon us for a time perhaps some loss of 
national prestige, perhaps some fall in the 
standard of living; and so may war. But until 
we have made the attempt, shall we say there is 
no other way? 


War is Defeatism 

In any case, resort to war is in itself a policy 
of defeatism. We could easily beat our oppo- 
nents in politics by having recourse to violence, 
but that would be to give our cause away in 
advance. Is not our fundamental complaint 
against Herr Hitler that he is too bad a loser to 
risk a free vote? If you are standing in an elec- 
tion for all that is dearest to you, and your 
opponent for all that seems to you to be wrong 
—as might well be—would you, if you had the 
opportunity with no risk of detection, eliminate 


your antagonist by his death? Would not you 
say, “No, we shall contend with the truth, we 
shall oppose to each other all the moral force of 
which we are respectively capable, my right 
against his wrong, my sense against his nonsense, 
my good humour against his bad temper, my 
good deeds against his ill deeds, my guilelessness 
against his cunning.” To attempt to strengthen 
your cause by a tour-de-force would be to confess 
its weakness. And if the other side began it? 
If your opponent resorted to deceit and calumny 
and violence, would you feel justified then in 
using the same methods for his undoing? 


The Impotence of Grace 


When, therefore, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury in the Upper House of Convocation declares 
that “it is right to do our utmost to remove from 
the world’s life an intolerable wrong in the only 
way in which it can be removed,’ we most 
heartily agree with the first part of his statement, 
but can only gaze in consternation at the second. 
“The only way”! Has the grace of God in His 
Church come to that degree of impotence? O, 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out! And 
so we hand over the business of removing intoler- 
able wrongs to the sergeant-majors and their like. 


Is Pacifism Eclipsed ? 


The growing conviction that there must be 
some other way is revealed in the surprising 
increase in the number of those who are turning 
to examine the pacifist alternative to war. Ina 
review of the work of the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation for the year 1939, the General Secretary 
reports that while membership in January of 
that year stood at 7,908, it is now well over 11,000, 
not counting over 1,000 others who are registered 
as sympathisers, and another 1,000 who subscribe 
to the magazine but are not members. During 
the same period the regional plan of organisa- 
tion has been proceeded with, and there remains 
only one area, the East Midlands, in which there 
is now no whole-time Secretary. The new depart- 
ment which has been set up at the office to advise 
conscientious objectors has already dealt with 
Soo cases. 


Nobel Peace Prize 


Mr. George Lansbury has been nominated by 
a considerable group of members of both Houses 
of Parliament for the award of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. It is hoped that the nomination will be 
seconded by influential men and women in all 
countries who know Mr. Lansbury’s work, and 
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that Peace and other Societies will send support- 
ing resolutions as soon as possible to the Nobel 
Committee of the Norwegian Parliament at Oslo. 
The award of the prize to the most prominent 
Christian pacifist would certainly be not only a 
valuable recognition of his own indefatigable 
service, but would also give marked encourage- 
ment to the peace movement itself. 


An Important Pamphlet 
Embassies of Reconciliation are shortly 


publishing, at 6d., a pamphlet by Miss Olive 
Wyon entitled: “The Church and World Peace. 
Principles which should govern a righteous 


peace settlement.” The pamphlet gathers up 
the valuable material included in the Report of 
the World Conference of the Churches held at 
Oxford in 1937, and some other oecumenical 
documents, especially the report of the group of 
experts meeting at Geneva last summer (now 
published as a pamphlet entitled: “The 
Churches and the International Situation.”) It 
will be valuable as material in the hands of those 
who can persuade the Churches of both belli- 
gerent and neutral countries of their duty and 
responsibility for peace-making even in war time. 
It is expected that the Bishop of Chichester will 


contribute an introduction. 


OUR ALTERNATIVE TO WAR 


Percy HARTILL. 


that Britain should take the initiative in 

some step at cost to ourselves to remedy 
Germany’s economic grievances and to discuss 
frankly her other problems: but we were told 
that the spirit of Germany made the time unripe. 
We urged that the policy of rearmament must 
inevitably lead to war: but we were told that 
a strong Britain could secure the peace of the 
world. The event has proved who was right. 
We recall this in no spirit of “I told you so”: 
but we may reasonably ask thoughtful people to 
consider whether those who mistakenly believed 
that war preparation could secure peace may 
not be equally mistaken now in this belief that 
military victory can achieve a just settlement. 
Does not the fact that the old order has once 
more failed so signally lead us to believe that 
its foundations were rotten? 


}- OR the last few years pacifists have urged 


In the first hours of the war our leaders told 
us that Germany’s fundamental error was her 
acceptance of the theory that “Right is might.” 
We remember hearing the same thing in almost 
identical words in 1914. What does this mean, 
reduced to concrete fact? Germany desired to 
change her frontiers with Poland (which many 
British statesmen have declared to be indefen- 
sible): she was unable to achieve this aim by 
peaceful methods; she therefore achieved them 
by the use of violence—accepting “might” as 
the last word. This is an entirely just criticism 
of Germany. But are we in better case? We 
desired to protect Poland from aggression 
(though, incidentally, we allowed her to retain 
the fruits of three acts of aggression in the last 
twenty years): we were unable to achieve this 


aim by peaceful methods; we therefore declared 
war on Germany with the intention of achieving 
them by the use of violence—accepting “might” 
as the last word. 


In the Same Condemnation 


I suggest then, that Christian pacifists should 
rejoice that our religious and political leaders 
are so clear in their condemnation of the doctrine 
that “Might is right” and that this judgment is 
endorsed by our people. But we must go on 
to show them that this involves a judgment on 
the policy not of Germany alone but of all the 
Great Powers, including Britain. 

What, then, is our alternativer Have we 
some other way of achieving political aims? The 
New Testament suggests that there is one. It 
bids us feed our enemy when he is hungry, not 
starve him by a blockade: it tells us to repay his 
curses with blessings, and to do good to him even 
while he is doing wrong, after the example of 
God Whose sun shines alike on the evil and the 
good. When Saul’s friends threw stones at 
Stephen, neither he nor his friends threw stones 
back: but the Martyr prayed, “Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge’—and the man who 
“breathed forth threatenings and slaughter” 
became Christ’s greatest missionary. If the 
Christians of this land could but refrain from 
throwing stones back at Adolf Hitler and pray 
instead for his conversion, we might be ourselves 
converted—and we might even enable the 
Fuhrer himself to be converted into an Apostle 
of the Lord. That is our alternative—trisky, 
maybe; yet so is war. But is not such a risk 
worth taking when it is the Crucified One Who 
calls “Follow Me’? 
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LOVE THAT PERSISTS 


P. D. Rosins. 


HAT can we dor” On every side one 
W rears this question being asked by 

those who, having rejected war in the 
name of Christ, yet find themselves caught up 
in a world of strife. Surrounded on all sides by 
preparations for conilict—seeing the young 
people whom we love following the same path 
that we once trod only to find bitterness, futility 
and waste at the end of it, we long to discover 
some active expression of our love for all man- 
kind which shall enable us to bear witness to 
the faith that is in us, and to our determination 
to live in brotherhood with all men. 

Yet urgent though this question is, | believe 
that there is another which is even more vital, 
and which we are perhaps less willing to face— 
the question “What can we be?” For | am con- 
vinced that, if pacifism is to gain ground at this 
time, when the whole tide of world thought 
seems to be set against it, it will not be by 
propaganda, but by its capacity to produce lives 
that are so manifestly different in quality, loftier 
in motive, and higher in ideal, and so clearly 
greater in their achievements that men will 
recognise that here indeed is the way of life. 

It is with this thought in mind that | want 
to suggest to you some of the things which § I 
believe men should find in us at this time. I 
believe that those among whom we live ought 
in these days of disaster to find in us a faith 
which fails not—an unshakable conviction that 
behind everything the God who is Father of 
us all is relentlessly pursuing His purpose of 
love and must end in triumph. If the Church 
of Christ is going to save the world, by calling 
men from insane rivalries, narrow and limited 
loyalties and bitter hatreds, into the way of 
co-operation, understanding, fellowship and 
love, the world will have to see in us that we are 
recklessly committed to this way of life and are 
prepared to give all for it. It is in vain 
that we proclaim a gospel of universal brother- 
hood unless we are prepared to stake all upon it. 
Nor must our faith be shaken by the present 
calamity. Finding ourselves in a hell of man’s 
own making, our faith in the Kingdom of 
Heaven must never falter for one moment. 


“Efficient Murderer or Constructive Saint?” 

I believe secondly that men should find in us 
a hope that is deathless. Despair is our greatest 
enemy at this time—it is making us hesitant 


and fearful, where we ought to be far-seeing and 
courageous. Yet I doubt very much whether 
there is anywhere a more profoundly pessimistic 
body of people than in the Church of Christ— 
because, realising the horror and evil of the 
world’s ways and weapons, we do not yet dare 
to commit ourselves wholly to the way of Christ. 
Thus we stand between two courses, with 
neither the ruthlessness to be efficient murderers, 
nor the recklessness to be constructive saints. 
We find hope neither in man or God—not in 
man, because we see his ways are evil—not in 
God, because we dare not trust Him. 


God forbid that I should suggest to you that 
there is hope where it does not exist. I do not 
think that any man has the right to suggest at 
a time like this that the fearless following of 
Christ would save the world in a way that was 
without cost, free fiom suffering, and 
immediately successful. To do so would be to 
offer men Christianity without the Cross, and 
such Christ never did. I believe we have to face 
the fact that a reckless following of Christ would 
probably be immediately disastrous — but I 
know, alike through my faith in God and by 
my experience of men—that it must prove 
ultimately triumphant. 


The third and greatest thing that men should 
find in us is a love that persists. Now is the 
time when the sincerity of our professions is 
being tested—we have spoken of a love as wide 
as humanity born of our love for the God who 
is Father of all men—but now it will be seen in 
us whether, in a world of inflamed passions and 
deepening misunderstanding, of broken relation- 
ships and bitter conflict, our professed love for 
all mankind is going to remain constant to chal- 
lenge the whole world—or whether under the 
pressure of outward circumstances it will dis- 
appear as though it had never been. 


Love to Order 


One is often met with the objection “But [| 
can’t just love to order.” But that is precisely 
what you can do—you are wrong when you 
think of love as being simply the tender emotion. 
Love as Christ described it, and as He laid it 
upon His followers as the badge of discipleship, 
is an attitude of sustained understanding, good- 
will, mercy, and compassion toward our fellow- 
men, which seeks only to serve, to strengthen 
and succour. It is an act of willed humility and 
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accepted sacrifice, which sees the needs even of 
those who are the least attractive and longs to 
help, which seeks to bring the best out of others 
by giving the best to them, and which having 
been accepted and entered upon as an act of 
will in response to the love of God, grows into a 
lovely and natural thing as all things planted 
by God do. 

Such love must be found persistent in us. Jt 
must first persist without limit of range or 
circle. ‘The love which stops short of embracing 
the whole of humanity has nothing in common 
with the love that Christ taught as being the 
way of life for His followers. The love that can 
be stopped by hatred, or turned back by mis- 
understanding, has no claim to be a following 
of Him who remained steadfast in His love 
even for those who hung Him on His Cross, and 
who pleaded for their forgiveness. 

Love as Christ taught and revealed it persists 
in the face of hatred and remains unchanged in 
the face of cruelty, loss and death. Such is the 
love that men should find in us at this hour 
when everything else seems unreliable and pass- 
ing. There is a verse, which I have always 
loved, which has come to mean more than ever 
to me lately : — 


“He drew a circle that shut me out, 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout: 
But love and I had the wit to win, 


We drew a circle that took him in.” 


The Tireless Feet of Love’ = 


It is inevitable that in these days of conflict 
we shall find ourselves shut out of the circle of 


CONSCIENCE 


XPERIENCE at the tribunals set up under 
5 the Armed Forces Act has led to enquiry 
for a definition of “conscience.” Solicitors 
who have been consulted say that apparently 
there has never been any statutory definition of 
the terms “conscience,” “conscientious objector’’ 
or “conscientious objection.” No definition was 
included in the Education Acts, the Vaccination 
Acts, the statutes dealing with the taking of 
oaths, or the Military Service Acts. No defini- 
tion appears in any of four law lexicons. 

A Member of Parliament has searched a series 
of dictionaries in the library of the House of 
Commons and furnishes the following results : 

Derivation from the Latin: “ ” with or 


con, 
within; “scio,” I know; ie., a knowing within 
oneself. 


their love by millions of our fellow-men. To 
men whose circle of love is as wide as Germany 
we appear as the hated enemy; to others of our 
own nation we appear as despised pacifists. God 
grant us grace to draw the wider circle of our 
love to include all the children of God, and to 
take them all in. 

But if our love is to persist without limit of 
range—it must no less persist without limit of 
cost. The love that has a point at which it 
stops and beyond which it will not go—the love 
that says “I will go thus far but not further” 
can never save the world. Only the love that is 
prepared to pour itself out in sacrifice and to 
give all that it has—and, when it has nothing 
more to give, to surrender life itself, will be big 
enough, strong enough, and far-reaching 
enough, to redeem humanity. Love cannot 
stop short of the Cross. 

We must love like this because it is the only 
way in which evil can be overcome. This is 
the teaching of Christ and the experience of 
men. Only love crucified can make men realise 
the utter loathsomeness of sin and its cost to 
God and to others. Only love giving without 
counting the cost can make men understand 
the meanness and the littleness of selfishness. 
Only refusing to cease from loving can shame 
men out of hatred. Love going even to the 
Cross is God’s way of getting things done. 

Such love which persists is the power that in 
the end shall break tyranny, set free the captives, 
banish war, and bring God’s Kingdom here on 


earth—it 1s the love that never faileth—the love 
of Christ Himself. 


UNDEFINED 


Self-knowledge or judgment of right or wrong. 
The power or faculty by which we Judge the 


rightness Or Wronpeness of our own actions. 


The particular action of our consciousness 
whereby we are able to judge the moral character 
of what we feel, say or do. 


The internal conviction of right or wrong. 

The internal recognition or acknowledgment 
of the moral quality of action or intended action. 

The sense of right or wrong as regards things 
for which we ourselves are responsible. 

The focal point of the moral nature of man. 


It is the natural power, quality or faculty born 
within us from which judgment of right or 
wrong doth proceed. 
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"A CHRISTIAN’S APOLOGY FOR WAR 


LEYTON RICHARDS 


HE author of this pamphlet was one of the 
T founder-members of the F.o.R. in 1914; 
and he tells us here why he holds things 
true which were false then, and false which were 
then true. It makes sad reading for those of us 
who still hold to the faith which once he shared 
with us; but the truth is more important than 
our own feelings, and I therefore turned to the 
pamphlet with a lively interest, despite my initial 
regret that it should have come from the pen 
of a one-time pacifist. 


The change in the author’s position is not 
confined to the realm of ethics, although the 
pamphlet sets out to answer the question, “May 
a Christian ever, with a good conscience, take 
part in war?” Behind ethics is theology, and 
it is with the author’s theological pre-supposi- 
tions that Christian pacifists will find themselves 
in fundamental disagreement. For Mr. Martin 
asserts without qualification that “War is... 
the epitome of all that Christ is not,’ and yet 
somehow he persuades himself that it may be a 
Christian duty to engage in or to endorse this 
anti-Christian epitome. The attempt to square 
the circle is child’s play compared with the task 
of showing how “Anti-Christ” (Mr. Martin’s own 
word for war) can be Christian, but the reader 
who is curious to know how it can be done will 
find that it turns upon two assumptions which 
no Christian pacifist will accept. 


Sentimentality 


The first of these is a refusal to accept Jesus 
as in any sense a norm for Christian conduct. 
“The will of Christ is final,” says the author. 
Ah, but what is His will? Texts will not help 
you, nor Gospel incidents, nor the Christian 
command to “love one another.” ‘This last 1s 
binding, of course; but, says the author, “we 
must beware of sentimentality parading as love’ ; 
and presumably it is mere “sentimentality” to 
object in Christ’s name to disembowelling a 
brother-man with a bayonet or blasting him to 
bits with high explosive; it 1s “sentimentality” 
when the pacifist turns to the Man of Nazareth 
in recoil from the vice and the falsehood, the 
lying propaganda and the deliberately fostered 


* “The Christian as Soldier.” By Hugh Martin. 
(S.C.M. Press. 24 pp. 4d.) 


hate, the fears and the enmities, which are partly 
the parent of war and partly its progeny! 


Such a position seems to me to proceed from 
an utter confusion of moral values. Does Mr. 
Martin really expect us to believe that the 
meaning of the Gospel is so obscure that we 
cannot tell whether or not it endorses lying and 
large-scale massacre and the subordination of all 
civilised values to the imperious necessity of 
military victory (which in any case is an increas- 
ingly dubious outcome of modern war)? It is 
surely a very naive faith which expects physical 
violence to achieve moral ends; and it is to be 
noted that—like all apologists for war—Mr. 
Martin assumes that his side will win. But 
suppose it does not? What then comes of his 
confidence in this age-long illusion? 


Incidentally, it is not quite fair to equate 
pacifism with non-resistance. Mr. Martin has 
been long enough in the pacifist ranks to know 
that pacifism refuses to resist evil with its own 
weapons only because Christ calls us to meet 
evil with its opposite. This is not a rule of 
thumb, of course; but it does give us a spiritual 
criterion which excludes war from the armoury 
ofa Christian man. It is a question of “method,” 
says Mr. Martin; but the reader of the pamphlet 
will look in vain for an examination of the 
diabolical methods of war in the light of the 
Christian revelation. He will only be told that 
if the “aim” is just, the Christian may use the 
devil’s weapons with a clear conscience. It is 
not very convincing to those who try to take 
Jesus Christ seriously. 


The New Testament and the Army Manual 


Or consider the following sentences :—“Of 
course, force can provide no ultimate solution. 
But that does not mean it has no value. It can 
often provide the conditions in which alone a 
solution can be found. It can restrain and pro- 
tect; it can bring the criminal before a tribunal 
of justice, and it can see that its decision is 
enforced.” Is this really what war does or is 
intended to do? Is it just police action designed 
to bring a criminal to justice? Do the police, 
in the execution of their duty, seek to bring a 
whole community to its knees by systematic 
starvation and destruction, and then impose their 
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will by superior force? This is only one of the 
many fallacies with which the pamphlet 
abounds; and if “force provides the condition 
in which alone a solution (of the problem of 
aggressive evil) can be found,” why did Jesus 
not resist Rome by force of arms or support the 
Zealots in so doing? Mr. Martin dismisses the 
way of the Cross as irrelevant to our present 
situation. But in that case, why bother about 
the Gospel at all? On Mr. Martin’s thesis, the 
New Testament might as well be put in cold 
storage ‘for the duration”; for the Army Manual 
can give us all the light and leading we need. 
It is quite impossible within the limits of this 
review to deal with every one of the disputable 
points which the author raises, for they occur in 
every other line of the pamphlet. But I confess 
I find it surprising that Mr. Martin should so far 
forget his past as to raise point after point which, 


in his pacifist days, he knew to be entirely 
erroneous. 


The second main assumption upon which the 
anti-pacifist case is based can be indicated by 
the following quotation: “At every step in social 
progress we are confronted by the necessity of 
compromise . .. and we are all involved up to 
the hilt (my italics) in the sin of the world; 
we cannot withdraw in self-righteous isolation 

. and those who stand aside lest they commit 
sins are, in Reinhold Niebuhr’s phrase, parasites 
upon the sins of others . . . they are, in fact, 
seeking an impossible perfectionism; for it is 
not given to any man in this dreadful hour to do 
the ideally Christian thing.” So what? Mr. 
Martin’s conclusion is that there is no moral 
difference between war and pacifism. He simply 
draws the sting of any ethical challenge which 
the Gospel of Jesus may lay upon us. War is 
not Christian, but neither is pacifism; therefore 
go to war, if not with a light heart, at least with 
an unburdened conscience. As to the gibe that 
pacifists are “parasites upon the sins of others, ’ 
it is merely smart without the merit of being 
truthful. Because the pacifist refuses to meet 
evil with evil, he is said to be a party to “the 
enslavement of whole nations, the torture of 
individuals, the suppression of freedom of 
thought and life, the prostitution of learning 
to the service of national aggrandisement,’ and 
a good deal else. But by the same process of 
reasoning, Jesus was responsible for the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. Would Mr. Martin stand 
to the logic of his position in that respect, and 
if not, why not? 


Is the Pacifist a Parasite? 


The fact is that the effort to impale the pacifist 
upon the horns of a dilemma, a choice between 
two evils (of which by a flagrant non sequitur 
war is deemed to be the lesser), rests upon a 
fundamental ambiguity in the use of the word 


“compromise. [he man who goes to war, 
admitting with Mr. Martin that it is “an 


epitome of all that Christ is not,” is guilty of 
deliberate compromise with Christian standards; 
but there is all the moral difference in the world 
between that kind of compromise and the 
involuntary “compromise” (if such it can be 
called) of the pacifist in his dependence upon a 
war-time economy. In any moral sense he is 
not compromising at all, so far as his pacifism 
is concerned. Mr. Martin’s failure to make a 
distinction here cuts the nerve of all honest 
striving. Moreover, it does despite to religion, 
too; for it completely ignores the fact of the 
Divine grace in assisting sinful human nature, 
and it reduces the ethical aspect of the Gospel 
to sheer nonsense. It is one thing to say that 
whatever we do is sinful (which 1 is the position 
of the pamphlet), and quite another to say that 
we are sinners, whatever we do. To confuse the 
two is intellectual muddlement, and if it is taken 
seriously it issues in moral muddlement also. It 
simply is not true to say that the pacifist, qua 
pacifist, is “a parasite upon the sins of others”; 
he does not ask to be “defended” by army and 
navy; it is war and not pacifism which deprives 
the populace of food and other necessities. Then 
why should the pacifist be accused of “para- 
sitism” because he consumes goods which would 
be freely at the disposal of all were it not for 
the moral imbecility of war which Mr. Martin 
is SO anxious to justify? 


War as the Protector 


The careful reader of the pamphlet will note 
a number of other instances where the author’s 
usual intellectual acumen deserts him in his 
zeal for “Anti-Christ.” He is dealing with the 
duty of the Christian, and he talks of what the 
(sub- Christian) “nation” ought to do; he refers 
to a “criminal nation” and ignores the plain fact 
that every nation is a complex of criminal and 
non-criminal elements, and that the latter far 
outnumber the former. In his view—and in 
defiance of facts like Versailles—all the right is 
on one side and all the wrong on the other; he 
says we must think of what would happen if 
pacifists had their way, but he blandly assumes 
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(despite historic experience) that war will abolish 
“the law of the jungle,” as if war itself were not 
the very essence of the jungle. He “has no 
desire to see the gangster inherit the earth”; but 
his only resort is to endorse the methods of 
gangsterdom. It was a wiser and better Teacher 
than Mr. Martin who warned us against the 
fallacy of supposing that “Satan can cast out 
Satan.” But having dethroned Christ in his 
opening paragraph, the wisdom of the Gospel 
is, of course, mere foolishness to our author. 
Police and army are hopelessly confused in Mr. 
Martin’s thinking, and he actually describes the 
purpose of war as “the protection of the victim 
(of aggression)” and the “taking of the aggressor 
before a court of law.” Could anything be more 
remote from actual fact? Poland was “protected” 
on Mr. Martin’s lines; but as someone remarked 
the other day, “Would you rather be a Pole who 
was protected or a Czech who was left without 
protection?” Warsaw is in ruins, while Prague 
still stands; and the Pole is dead, while the Czech 
is alive! And does Mr. Martin imagine that, 
if the allies win, Hitler will be haled before “a 
court of law’? It is largely because he dwells 
in this realm of fancy, that his case is so unreal. 


Christ in Exile 


So one could go on, almost indefinitely. | 
venture to predict that the author of this 
pamphlet will some day wish that he had never 
written it. It is so easy to talk about the legiti- 
macy of war; but it comes better from those who 
are liable to military service than from those 
who are beyond military age. War to-day means 
conscription, and that means the compulsory 
sacrifice of youth for the sins of the older genera- 
tion; it is the advocate of war, therefore, and not 
the pacifist who is “‘parasitical,’ for he urges 
others to die that he may live. The pacifist is 
at least free from that guilt, whatever his other 
offences may be. 

Nevertheless, this is a useful pamphlet. But 
its use lies elsewhere than the author imagines. 
For it is a striking illustration of the fact that 
once Christian people remove Christ and His 
Gospel from the central position in determining 
Christian duty, they collapse inevitably on to 
the moral level of the sub-Christian world 
about them. And unwittingly, maybe, but none 
the less truly, they fall into the blasphemy of 
identifying the way of Christ with what the 
author himself declares to be “Anti-Christ.” 


AT THE TRIAL OF HENRI ROSER 


Colonel MHerbillon, questioned Henri 

Roser about his life, including his studies 
and his previous service in the army, and then 
in a kindly way invited him to speak. When 
Henri Roser hesitated, the President said 
encouragingly: “Reply quite simply; do not fear 
a trap.’ Henri Roser explained his position 
clearly and, in response to further questions, 
went on to speak of Gandhi and the way of non- 
violent resistance. At the request of Maitre Le 
Troquer, Claire Roser was givep the opportunity 
of speaking. She told of her husband’s convic- 
tions and of his resolve, dating from before the 
time of their engagement, never again to bear 
arms. She testified to his consistency throughout 
their married life and described their work 
among the poor people at Aubervilliers. She 
said, in reply to a question, that Henri Roser did 
not propagate anti-militarist ideas among these 


people, but spoke simply of the Gospel. 


A Tl the outset the President of the Tribunal, 


The Prosecutor declared that this so-called 
pastor had been turned out of the Church, made 
out that the office of the I.F.o.R. was in Vienna 


instead of London, and gave a misleading 
account of Henri Roser’s arrest and disobedience. 
Allowed a further opportunity of speaking, and, 
in what Claire Roser describes as a wonderful 
moment, Henri explained his position in the 
Church under a “délégation pastorale,” and 
showed that he was duly authorised by the 
Protestant Church to undertake his work at 
Aubervilliers. This speech evidently made a 
considerable impression. The President there- 
upon put the question to him: “Then you are 
not willing either to bear arms, to pick up the 
wounded or to nurse them, or to work in the 
bakery, or to make shells?” The reply was 
simply: “No, Mr. President.” 

Maitre Le Troquer, while making it clear that 
he was entirely opposed to his client’s position, 
succeeded wonderfully in showing the depth of 
conviction which had brought a man of honour 
to face this charge. He referred to innumerable 
letters testifying that his client had not carried 
out propaganda, but that he was always ready to 
help those in need. He refuted the speech for 
the Prosecution, and went on to object to the 
duplication of the charge. 
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AN IDYLL OF SUOMI 


CHARLES E. RAVEN (Continued from our Fanuary Issue) 


O began a friendship, of which (I think) we 
S were both immediately aware. The inspec- 

tion of the collection was its proof and sacra- 
ment. Every page was to be examined with ritual 
solemnity : every rarity must be noted: appro- 
priate, if linguistically restricted, comparisons 
between the flora of Finlandia and what I fear 
we called Englandia must be discussed. ‘There 
was neither haste nor impatience. We were 
both entirely absorbed—he in the satisfaction of 
finding a fellow enthusiast and the fun of cir- 
cumventing the cause of Babel—I in the interest 
of seeing unfamiliar species, in the revival of 
days when my own chief pleasure was this same 
showing of my treasures, and in admiration for 
the competence and the ingenuity of my 
colleague. 

He must have been admirably taught. On 
my last day in Helsingfors I got an introduction 
to a member of the Botanical Institute of the 
University, was shown their great series of Fin- 
nish plants with its specimens of each species 
from the several provinces of the country, and 
discovered how keenly their teachers had 
developed the study of nature in the school. 
But no teacher save his Maker had given this 
lad his power of observation, of discrimination 
and of memory. For three years he had been 
collecting, and in them he had found, pressed 
and mounted some four hundred different 
species—no bad achievement in view of the 
total number of Finnish plants and of the diffi- 
culty of identifying sedges and grasses or even 
Composites and Umbelliferae. One plant was 
wrongly named—Triglochin maritimum appear- 
ing as Plantago maritima: one, the Sanicle, was 
offered to me for identification: there may have 
been a few others unknown or misplaced: but 
on the whole sheet after sheet was correct— 
names, localities, dates and other particulars 
duly entered upon it. 


The list was to my surprise not very unlike 
my own. Southern Finland was the only area 
represented, and its flora is very close to that of 
Northern Britain. But there were enough speci- 
mens not found with us or not known to me to 
promise me a busy time. If I was to see and 
paint as many as possible we must waste no 
moment of the visit. Three novelties were in 


fact waiting to be depicted within an hour of my 
arrival. 


The National Rite of the Bath 


My initiation into the family circle was to be 
completed that afternoon by partaking in the 
national rite of the bath. Of the antiquity and 
origin of this distinctive ordinance let ethnolo- 
gists debate. he Open-air Museum of Folisén 
island off Helsingfors, where ancient houses, 
farm-buildings, boats and a church have been 
gathered and exhibited, shows the bath-house 
in its primitive form; and Kivi’s novel, The 
Seven Brothers, describes its use. It has been 
the common possession of the Finns for cen- 
turies, and though in modern times the struc- 
ture of the furnace has been improved, its 
arrangement and ritual remain unchanged. 
Over a great stove is a pile of round and 
blackened stones, ice-worn pebbles of granite. 
Upon these, when they are sufficiently heated, 
pailfuls of water are thrown, so that the 
chamber becomes full of steam. In it is a tier 
of shelves, the uppermost wide enough for a 
man to lie upon and close under the roof. The 
bathers strip to the skin before entering and are 
provided with bunches of leafy birch-twigs 
softened by moisture and heat. ‘They climb on 
to the top shelf, lie down, raise the legs until 
the feet touch the ceiling, and wait for the 
bath-master to throw water upon the stones. 
Waves of hot vapour rise and beat upon the 
bathers: sweat streams from every pore; they 
beat their bodies with the whisks of birch to 
keep the circulation active; more water is 
poured until the heat seems almost to stop the 
breath. You then climb down to a lower and 
less torrid zone; wash in a tub of warm water 
and finally douch yourself all over with cold. 
A plunge in the lake, or, in winter, apparently a 
roll in the snow, completes the rite. 

For an Englishman, accustomed to regard his 
bath as a private affair and to shrink from 
undressing in company, the Finnish bath 
sounds something of an ordeal. He does not 
easily connect sociability with nakedness; 
indeed he regards the human form divine as only 
decent when concealed. He is in this matter a 
puritan if not a prude. For myself my physique 
is definitely C3; my body serves its purpose but 

can give no aesthetic satisfaction to its owner or 
to anyone else. I can only reflect that it would be 
still uglier if it were fat instead of lean. 

Into the ethics of Nudism this is not the place 


February, 1940 


THE CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 59 


to enter. I might appreciate the cult if I did 
not so cordially distrust its exponents. I can 
only contess that I should have escaped the 
Finnish bath if there had been any reasonable 
excuse. Io do so would have been a tragic 
mistake. When once any flush of shyness had 
passed, the experience was wholly delightful. 
We were as unselfconscious as children, full of 
the humour of a novel adventure and yet aware 
that we were neophytes assisting at a sacred 
myste A naked and perspiring professor 
being first parboiled and then drenched with a 
bucketful of cold water by a similarly naked 
bishop—the memory of it washes out all the 
pomposities of our Conference and creates a 
spiritual kinship that years of talk could hardly 
achieve. If only I believed in hell, I should be 
sure that this same Lazarus would minister to 
my torments. Here was a veritable catharsis. 


a baptism of friendship. 


A Day in the Forest 


So next day to the forest. Over the lake 
where a family of Great Crested Grebes and, I 
think, a couple of Red-necks kept us at a safe 
distance, through lowland fields bordered with 
Water Hemlock and Melancholy Thistle, past 
a small farm on a bluff above a stream, and 
so into the wild. The hill was a long ridge of 
gneiss, falling steeply to another lake and 
enclosing what we should calla tarn. The lower 
slopes were thickly covered with pine and spruce. 
birch and alder, with a thick undergrowth of 
raspberry and red currant, bilberry and ling. 
Campanula persicifolia, common along with its 
cousins patula, rotundifolia and a magnificent 
form of glomerata, sprays of Daphne Mezereum 
laden with scarlet berries. Meadow-sweet and 
Golden Rod broke through the ferns and 
brambles. Linnaea borealis crept among the 
mosses. Seed-heads of one or other of the 
Pyrolas, rose amid patches of Cow-wheat and 
wild strawberries. Higher up the bare granite 
became more evident; firs were the only trees, 
and the plants were restricted to those of a 
definitely northern type. We found a fine patch 
of Ledum palustre above the tarn, specimens of 
Lychnis viscaria, one still in flower, of Mai- 
anthemum bifolium and Trientalis europaea. 
The summit was a long succession of rounded 
hummocks of rock, cushioned with deep grey- 
ereen lichen. Between the boulders was a dense 
orowth of Vaccinium uliginosum and occasional 
Spotted Orchids. Upon them Silene runestris 
was almost the only plant, except a few flower- 
ing shoots of Vaccinium vitis-idaea. 


For some hours we tramped the hills. It was 
a grey day and the distant view was seldom 
clearly seen. One could get little idea of the 
lie of the land, but much of its detailed charac- 
ter. We feasted off a basket of bilberries bought 
from a lad who was gathering them with his 

andmother; explored the shore of the tarn 
where | found Peucedanum palustre, new to my 
young colleague but familiar to me from days 
with the swallowtails at Wicken; descended 
steeply in Indian file to the second lake; and 
finally followed a long and muddy ride back to 
the farm and so to our boat. My host setting a 
merciful pace and keeping a sense of direction 
which I was constantly losing; the two boys 
skirmishing to and fro and with eyes for birds 
and insects as well as flowers; myself snatching 
a few minutes rest to draw a novelty before its 
leaves wilted or to colour a blossom that might 
fade before it could be put into water; and 
around us the granite and the lichen and the 
pines and the soft sweet silence: it was an un- 
forgettable experience. 


A Great Family Gathering 


When we got home it was to find a great 
family gathering beginning to assemble. It was 
our hostess’ name-day, and the festival of her 
patron -saint, Margaret, an occasion honoured 
as regularly as a birth- ‘day by all good Finns. 
While the relatives were arriving, I realised how 
generous had been the hospitality which could 
welcome a stranger at such a time. Tact and 
botanical ardour suggested that he make him- 
self scarce. 

Samuel, unfatigued by his exploration of the 
hill, had made a pact to show me one or two 
of his choicest rarities; they grew, so far as I 
could discover, some three kilometres away. 
Now was our opportunity. We set off, saw a 
quite new bit of country, found our plants, 
improved our means of communication, and 
cemented our mutual esteem. Just so, six years 
earlier, my son and I had explored the coast of 
western Cork on the day when we found Helian- 
themum guttatum on Three Castles Head. Is 
there anything more fascinating in the world 
than a youngster’s unspoiled enthusiasm for the 
wild life of the earth? So long as we can keep 
our power to share his keenness the gates of 
Eden are still open to us. 

After such admission to fellowship the name- 
day party was an appropriate climax. As a sort 
of brevet uncle I could manage to feel at home 
—could at least hope that my presence would 
not be wholly an intrusion. It was in fact one 
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of the simplest and happiest of evenings, full of 
the little intimate jests of kinsfolk, of good racy 
talk, traceable in outline though unintelligible 
in detail, and of that underlying gravitas which 
the Finns have in common with the northern 
Scots. How some thirty people were all seated 
and fed and served will always remain a miracle. 
The house had four rooms available, opening 
out of one another, but none of them large. We 
sat down by companies, a well-selected group in 
each apartment. The food, abundant and 
admirably cooked, was laid out upon a table 
between the doors. ‘There seemed an unlimited 
supply of plates and cutlery. The Finnish 
maids, one of them a superb blond Amazon, 
six foot tall and muscled like an athlete, must 
have performed wonders of washing up. But 
there was no sign of flurry or of any hitch in 
the arrangements. It was like a vast and 
leisurely picnic. 


All Peoples and Languages 


We were a cosmopolitan gathering. One 
sister had married a Swede, a charming man 
who spoke excellent English and had a large 
young family. Another’s husband was French. 
A German girl; a Norwegian engineer; a Fin- 
nish dean; and one or two unidentified Swedish- 
speaking visitors completed the party. German, 
which I can manage to follow but cannot speak, 
was the highest common factor of our inter- 
course: the dean and I tried conclusions in 
Latin but without much satisfaction; it is not a 
tongue adapted for contemporary small talk: 
my hosts kept me in touch with the proceedings 
by frequent and condensed reports. No 
ordinary Englishman could help _ feeling 
ashamed of his education in such company; but 
it was difficult to be self-conscious with people 
so welcoming and sympathetic. When at last, 
after immense bowls of strawberries and cream, 
we rose and in the pleasant Finnish fashion 
shooks hands with the lady of the house and 
offered our thanks for her entertainment of us, 
the gratitude was wholly genuine—and extended 
to far more than the food. 

For me the day could not end when mid- 
night brought the festivities to a close. My 
room, which I shared with a substantial organ 
on whioh one of the relatives had been playing 
Mozart, was full of the spoils of our expeditions. 
I was to leave next morning. To get the plants 
painted would mean long and steady labour. 
Fortunately the nights even in July are hardly 
ever dark and it would be bright enough to see 
colour clearly by four. They were all drawn 


before 1 went to sleep: they were painted— 
enough to be easily finished afterwards—before 
we breakfasted. Our collection has never had 
so many good additions in a single day. 


Of Such is the Kingdom 


Leaving was a sorry business. I could only 
beg that, as soon as he was old enough to travel, 
Samuel should learn English with us on a long 
summer visit and that his parents would regard 
our house as theirs if ever they could find reason 
to come to England. But when, just as my 
baggage was being put into the car, the boys 
brought me the two plants that we had hoped 
and failed to find—two plants on pages torn out 
of their herbarium—and insisted that I must 
pack them up as a parting gift, the sweet sorrow 
almost unmanned me. Knowing to the full a 
collector's passion no present to me could have 
been more precious or more costly. We shook 
hands; and | managed to murmur “plgnora 
amicitiae’; Finland could give me no more 
abiding memory. 

There is the contrast that will live with me 
from my visit to Suomi. On the one side, the 
great world of Church and State, of solemn 
debate and formal procedure, of receptions and 
orations and occasions and the negotiation of 
terms of alliance: a council chamber full of 
anxious delegates bargaining over their faith. 
On the other, the small world of trust and 
intimacy, of common interests and unquestion- 
ing generosities, where the reckoning of claims 
and counter-claims is unknown and one lives 
simply and spontaneously without mask or 
muzzle: Samuel and his home and his gift of 
flowers. “Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven” 
was said not of an ecclesiastic but of a child— 


and said by One who knew. 
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THE TESTING 


KENNETH RAWLINGS. 


" YJESUS saith unto Philip, Whence shall 
we buy bread that these may eat? And 
this He said to prove him... .” 

When we look out upon the tragedy and 
agony of the world to-day, we are oppressed 
by an overwhelming sense of impotence. Like 
straws whirling round in the eddies of a 
tiooded river we seem to be caught in the vortex 
of the world’s life and we feel that nothing we 
can do or say can in the smallest degree 
influence the destiny of mankind, or of our 
nation, or even of our own individual lives. Yet 
it is through this sense of our helplessness that 
we are tested. “Whence shall we buy bread 
that these may eat?” There is the great nee:| 
——the apparently insoluble problem. What are 
we going to do about it? By our answer to that 
question our worth to God and to our fellow- 
men is put to the proof. 

We may try to evade the challenge by taking 
refuge in selfish individualism. We may say, 
why should I fret myself in vain? I live in a 
mad world and no efforts of mine can make it 
less mad. My voice will be drowned in the 
general pandemonium. Let me then retire 
into the shelter of my own personal life and not 
heed the hideous clamour outside. Since I can 
do nothing to save the world, let me at least 
try to save my own soul. 

Again, we may attempt to shift the burden 
of our responsibility towards mankind by 
identifying ourselves with the activities, 
opinions and moral standards of the majority 
of those among whom we live. We shall feel 
the impact of the world’s problems less pain- 
fully if we can persuade ourselves that the 


-voice of the multitude is the voice of God, that 


truth is what most people beheve and that 
righteousness and _ established custom are 
practically synonymous. 


Vox Populi Vox Dei 


It may be doubted whether even deliberate 
wickedness has done more harm in the world 
than this uncritical acceptance of traditional 
standards of belief and conduct. Many of the 
worst evils that have devastated human life 
have been tolerated, and often approved, by 
Christian people for no better reason than that 
they had become woven into the traditional 
fabric of society. How else can we explain 


acquiescence in torture, Slavery and religious 
persecution by men whose personal integrity 
and piety cannot be questioned? ‘Lhe first 
burning of a heretic must surely have horrified 
every Christian mind. But, by the end of the 
Middle Ages, a Christian who denounced the 
1ack or the stake would no doubt have been 
regarded as eccentric. The authority of 
Church and State alike sanctioned the infliction 
of bodily torture for the defence of truth and 
righteousness, and it would have been con- 
sidered arrogant and impious for individual 
Christians to set up their novel opinions against 
the common judgment of Christendom. So 
for centuries the shrieks of tortured men and 
women rose to the ears of God, and the pro- 
fessed disciples of Jesus sang praises to Him 
for the destruction of the enemies of truth. 
There seems to be no limit to the iniquity of 
which devout Christians may be capable when 
they are prepared to accept blindly the moral 
and religious standards of their age. 

This, then, is the perplexity in which many 
Christians find themselves in time of war. They 
cannot hold themselves aloof from the world 
in its agony and need, but neither can they 
join in the common effort to overcome evil in 
the world by violence and bloodshed. There- 
fore they lay themselves open to the charge of 
being mere sentimentalists, bewailing ills they 
make no attempt to remedy, condemning the 
policy of their nation, but unable to propose a 
practicable alternative. 


Unsealing the Fountain of Divine Omnipotence 

Here is the supreme test of the reality of 
their faith. ‘Whence shall we buy bread that 
these may eat?” said Jesus to Philip, “and this 
He said to prove him.” We are not told 
whether Philip stood the test successfully, but 
at any rate he and his fellow disciple, Andrew, 
supplied all that their Master needed for the 
succour of the hungry multitude. They did 
not disclaim responsibility. They did not 
declare the problem insoluble and therefore 
not worth discussing. They faced the situa- 
tion. considered it, made calculations about it 
— “let us see, how far would two hundred 
pennyworth of bread go?” They enquired 
into their own resources, and thought it worth 
while to mention that there was a lad there 
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with five barley loaves and a few small fishes. 
Beyond that they could not go, for the faith 
that is undaunted by obvious impossibilities 
had yet to be born in human hearts on the 
Day of Pentecost. But what is to be said of 
us 1f we do not believe that Christ’s power is 
equal to any situation, however desperate? 
And why do we call Him the Saviour of the 
world if He cannot meet the world’s present 
necd? The real test of our Christianity and of 
our pacifism is whether our sense of that need 
and of our own helplessness drives us to 
despair, or to that faithful co-operation with 
Christ which, useless in _ itself, nevertheless 
creates the conditions in which the power of 
God can be manifested among men. 

As pacifists we are repeatedly told that we 
have “no constructive proposals.” If that were 


true we should indeed fail both as servants of 
Christ and as citizens of the world. But it need 
not be true. The only truly constructive pro- 
posals are those that bring into action the 
creative power of God. Like Philip and 
Andrew we can bring the little we have—our 
prayers, our peace pledge, our despised and 
unheeded witness, the scanty provision which 
by its very inadequacy testifies to our faith in 
the Divine resources. Then we must wait for 
the miracle that will surely come. It may not 
come in our time, and whenever it comes it 
will be through Christ’s power, not ours. But 
we shall have contributed the one thing God 
Himself cannot do without—the human faith 
which unseals the fountain of Divine 
omnipotence. 


THEN, NOW AND TO-MORROW 


HE life of faith is life on the march: 
history, whatever the proverb may say, 
never quite repeats itself. The faith of 

the peacemakers faces a challenge more naked 
than that of 25 years ago. But it may be also 
that we are seeing more clearly what is required 
of us. “Show me your works and I will show 
you your faith” has, for our generation, the ring 
of an ultimatum. Before we can do much to 
serve the wider peace of the world, we have to 
resolve the conflict in ourselves, our lives and our 
everyday relationships. The price of that peace- 
making may indeed involve for us the sacrifice 
of those household gods which are not uprooted 
without blood. 

Conviction of this quality has been driving 
many men and women into the wilderness, and 
their going out is perhaps one of the most 
hopeful signs of a new day. In all the darkness 
of the hour and the denial of the way of Christ 
among men and nations, this brightness across 
the horizon is growing and spreading .. . “not 
through eastern windows only . . . but westward, 
too, the sky is bright.” 

Those with eyes for the significance of such 
signs will be eager to compare the growth of 
“Community consciousness as revealed in the 
new “Community in Britain.”* Much that was 
of lasting value from the original book has been 
retained, but much also has been added, and 
the additions are notable. The opening pages 


* “Community in Britain,” new and revised edition, 
2/- (postage 3d.), may be ordered through the F.o.R. book 
room or hon. sec., Community Service Committee, 
‘Chancton,’ Dartnell Park, West Byfleet, Surrey. 


are strengthened by the records of some half- 
dozen groups which have achieved the stature of 
full community since the first publication was 
printed. The cry of the refugees, as yet unheard 
two years ago, finds echo. and answer here in 
the story of international community at such 
centres as Langham and Carclen. A classified 
survey, revised to the close of the year, adds 
interesting details to the history of community 
activities from all quarters and brings them as 
nearly as possible to date. Most interesting of 
all to many readers will be the bird’s-eye view 
of new projects that have been taking shape as 
a positive reaction to crisis and largely in the 
cause of the “new dispossessed’’—the conscience 
victim. 

There are glimpses of the relationship of 
Community to the wider aspects of life—to 
education, to the arts, to architecture and to the 
soil itself. And all this is brought into its true 
perspective against a broad panorama of inter- 
national community: an appendix that gives 
ten sketches of life and work abroad and that 
links up the chain of communal life and thought 
right across the world. 


Finally, it may seem not without point that this 
latest chronicle of Community, appearing as it 
does in the context of conflict, should provide an 
unbroken fellowship of witness that includes 
Anglicans, Free Churchmen, Scottish Church- 
men, Friends, Hutterians, Jewish Christians and 
Roman Catholics. That is Christian Community 
in action, and the divisions of class and race and 
creed do not prevail against it. 
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TRIBUNALS AND THE NEXT STAGE 


Huspert W. PEEt 


ECOGNITION has rightly been given of 
R the way in which a number of the C.O. 
tribunals have tried to carry out their 
difficult—we should say, impossible—task of 
testing the genuineness of applicants, and prob- 
ably a majority of these applicants for exemp- 
tion have been satisfied, or at any rate are willing 
to accept what has been accorded to them. 

But I feel strongly that there is a real danger 
that the sympathetic non-pacifist public, especi- 
ally in the churches, which has heard mainly 
of understanding treatment on the part of 
tribunals, will now dismiss the whole matter of 
the C.O. from their minds in the belief that there 
will be no repetition of what happened in the 
last war. 

This public is unaware of the cases of obvi- 
ously genuine claims being brushed aside 
altogether, or of some lesser exemption being 
granted than the applicant can conscientiously 
accept, nor is there general recognition of the 
great variation between tribunal and tribunal in 
the type of exemption given. The variations are 
shown in the official returns printed in Hansard 
of November 30th, 1939. They were referred 
to in my article in “The Friend” of December 
15th (p. 1007) and by Mr. Rhys Davies, M.P., in 
an important letter on the whole subject in the 
“Manchester Guardian” of December 21st. 

There seems to be little evidence that the 
Appeal Tribunal really understands why men 
who are willing to undertake work under civilian 
authority are not willing to accept non-comba- 
tant work. Nor would it appear from the chair- 
man’s remarks in the case of F. H. Maw (see 
p. 1044 of “The Friend,” December 29th, 1939) 
that they either understand the case for uncondi- 
tional exemption or that they intend to grant it 
except in rare instances. 


The Obscure Future 

What is going to happen now that the cases 
of appellants have been disposed of? It is not 
yet clear as to what will happen to men placed 
on the C.O. register who do not carry out the 
conditions, either because alternative work 
cannot be obtained, or because they refuse to 
accept these conditions. Apparently they will 
be called again before the local tribunal, but 
what will follow this appearance and whether 
this body will in certain cases remove their 
names from the C.O. register, no one yet knows. 


Of immediate importance, however, is the 
position of men who have either been refused 
exemption altogether or have been given non- 
combatant work which they cannot accept. In 
each case these men are now on the militar 
register and will presumably be called ‘up. Then 
is likely to follow the old round, as in the last 
war, of arrest as absentees, disobedience to 
military orders, detention, court-martial, prison. 

It will be necessary to keep a close eye on what 
is happening. Twenty-five years ago there were 
many men undergoing arrest at about the same 
time and news was continually being received 
concerning the position. This time the arrests 
are likely to be spread over a longer period and 
it may not be easy to hear of the sentences and 
treatment awarded to C.O.s, especially as only 
a small proportion of them belong to any 
organised body which can keep trace of them. 


The Danger of Repeated Short Sentences 


Also, although both the Conscription Acts 
contain clauses to prevent “cat-and-mouse” treat- 
ment (Military Training Act, Section 14, and 
National Service (Armed Forces) Act, Section 
13), the appeal is only in cases when the man's 
sentence 1s of three months and over. The 
friends of C.O.s in military hands will need to 
keep well informed as to punishment awarded, 
for it will seem that the C.O. will have no means 
of appeal if the military authorities make a 
practice of giving repeated short sentences. 

Lastly, essential as it is that the case of the 
C.O. should be kept well before the public, the 
plea must not be merely for modification of 
treatment or special or “nicer” treatment. The 
C.O. has gone—or should have gone—before the 
tribunal as a law-abiding citizen wishing to make 
his testimony to a way of life. Parliament has 
provided this opportunity and has made it legal 
for the man to receive certain types of exemption 
in accordance with his conviction. It is the right 
of his fellow-citizens and perhaps particularly 
those who believe in the sanctity of law though 
they may not believe in pacifist views, to see that 
the law made is properly carried out, not merely 
according to the letter but according to the 
clear intention of Parliament. 

I hope, therefore, steps will be taken at once 
to see that the present position and likely 
developments are made as clear as possible to as 
many as possible, especially to the churches. 


64 THE CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 


February, 1940 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 


PART OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE PREPARED BY 
MurigEL AND Doris LESTER FOR THE WOMEN’S 
Wortp Day or PRAYER, FEBRUARY 4TH, 1940. 

“In quietness and confidence shall be your 
strength. —Isaiah 30; 15. 

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also 
in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.”—Psalms 
37; 5- 

“Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.” 
—Psalms 37; 7. 


“He giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might He increaseth strength.” — 
Isaiah 40; 29. 


PRAYER: 

O God and Father of us all, breathe upon us 
Thy calm. Help us to stand awhile in the shelter 
of Thy shadowing wings, and be still; to look 
out upon life with new vision, that we ma 
understand; to wait for revelation of Thy Will 
that shall make us calm and strong. 


“Be still and know that I am God.” 

Let us, in silence, rejoice in the fact of God’s 
Presence. 

‘Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel 
... Ask of Me things to come, concerning M 


sons, and concerning the works of My Hands 
command ye Me.” 


SILENT PRAYER. 

In quietness and in confidence let us consider 
the special dangers and pains, disabilities and 
cruelties, that millions all over the world are 
suffering from in these unsettled days, dangers 
that threaten ourselves as well as our friends. 


Let us pray for the millions who are suffering 
at this present time—prisoners and captives, 
refugees and exiles, and all others who are in 
danger, necessity and tribulation. 


“OQ God, Who hast given the earth for the 
habitation of men, send into our hearts, we pray 
Thee, the spirit of unity, peace and concord, so 
that, in spite of all difficulties, we and all men 
may learn the art of living together in harmony 
as hy children, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


Amen. 
“The kingdoms of this world are become the 


kingdoms of our Lord, and He shall reign for 
ever and ever. —Rev. 11; 165. 


“God hath made of one blood all nations under 
heaven.”—Acts 17; 26. 


“Jesus said, ‘Other sheep have I which are not 
of the fold. Them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear My Voice; and there shall be one 
flock, one Shepherd.’ ”—John 10; 16. 


INTERCESSORY PRAYER: 


O Lord God, Who dost see deep into the hearts 
of Thy faithful people meeting to-day in prayer 
around the world, we pray Thee to pierce 
through the fogs of disillusion, doubt and hesi- 
tancy that have held Christian people as 
prisoners for so long. Let Thy Spirit awaken 
the Church of Christ to face her proper task, 
and show the world the things on which peace 
depends—truth, equity and love, without which 
peace cannot be attained. Stimulate our imagina- 
tion, purify our hearts, discipline our minds and 
bodies, that in company with countless worthier 
members of the world-wide Christian fellowship 
we may build a new world order based on Christ; 
for “He is our peace, Who hath made all of us 
one and hath broken down the barriers that hold 
us apart.”—Amen. 


“Only as Christ abides in the men and women 
of the world can His Kingdom be established 
here. Christ has no body on earth now but 
yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours; 
yours are the eyes with which He is to look 
out compassion to the world. Yours are the 
feet with which He is to go about doing good, 
and yours are the hands with which He is to 
bless us now.” (St. Teresa.) 


In silence let us accept this responsibility and 
consecrate ourselves anew. 


“Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. Grant 
us ears to hear, eyes to see, wills to obey, hearts 
to love: then declare what Thou wilt, command 
what Thou wilt, demand what Thou wilt. We- 
are Thine, waiting to be used in Thy service.— 
Amen. 


BENEDICTION. 
My peace I leave with you. 
My peace I give unto you. 
Not as the world giveth, give | unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, 
Neither let it be afraid; 
For, lo, I am with you always. 
So be it, Lord Jesus.—Amen. 


John 14; 27. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


The Primates of the Churches of Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark, associated with a repre- 
sentative of the Finnish Church, addressed a 
letter to Christians in belligerent countries just 
before Christmas on the subject of the war. 
Beginning with a reference to common suffering, 
the letter referred to the responsibilities of 
Christian fellowship, spoke of prayer for enemies 
and of the need for restraints upon hate and 
brutality. The letter went on to speak of service 
in creating understanding between Christians of 
different countries, and of the overwhelming task 
of working for a constructive peace. 

Since that message was _ issued, Bishop 
Berggrav, the Primate of Norway, has paid an 
important visit to this country seeing numerous 
influential people, and has taken the initiative in 
an effort to get Christian leaders of various 
countries together; and Henry Carter was one of 
the group of English Church leaders to go to 
Holland in January under the auspices of the 
World Council of the Churches in furtherance 
of the same concern. All of a piece with these 
efforts is the plan growing out of a conference at 
Jordans to appeal to the Churches first in Great 
Britain and later, perhaps, elsewhere, to realise 
what a challenge to their whole being the present 
situation constitutes. While we continue to work 
for the drawing together of the belligerents and 
the neutrals and the common study of the 
elements of a true and lasting peace, founded as 
it must be on New Testament principles, we must 
appeal to many, whether they are 100 per cent. 
pacifists or not, who could stir the Church as a 
whole to the new spiritual effort required to 
bring peace to our time. 


Henri Roser 


There is no further news of Philippe Vernier 
and his brother, who are imprisoned in Mar- 
seilles. Henri Roser was tried by court-martial 
in Paris on the 19th December and found guilty 
of insubordination and disobedience. He was 
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment, the 
maximum penalty being five years. He remains 
at the Prison of La Santé, Paris, where he is 
employed on clerical work. Apparently he is 
permitted to receive letters, but is unable to 
reply. Friends here will certainly wish to keep 
him constantly in mind and to give him all 
possible support in the testimony he is making. 
An account of the trial is given in the I.F.o.R. 
News Letter for January. 


The work in France is being maintained under 
difficulties by Héléne Schott under the guidance 
of André Trocmé, who is for the present able 
to continue his church work. Héléne Schott is 
seeing the Chairman of the Executive also. 
Further, there are plans for an English visitor 
to make a tour in France next month to 
encourage the various groups. 


The Far East 


It will be remembered that Nevin Sayre felt 
compelled on the outbreak of war to cancel his 
arrangements, already far advanced, for a visit to 
China and Japan. But the case for such a journe 
has by no means been lost sight of. With the 
support of the I.F.o.R., our American friends are 
now arranging to send another leading member 
with long experience of the Far East to see what 
can be done. We have key friends in both Japan 
and Shanghai; and their situation is not easy. 
Let us think in particular of Gilbert Bowles, 
Theodore Walser, Luther Tucker, Harry Silcock, 
Herbert Hodgkin, P. C. Hsu and Liao Hung 


Ying in our times of intercession for LF.o.R. 
workers. 


Scandinavia 

Events in Finland and their reverberations in 
this neighbourhood have raised the question 
whether it will be possible to hold the IF.o.R. 
Summer School and Council meeting in Sweden 
this year. If anything could be done to 
strengthen the faithful work done by our 
Swedish friends by paying them a visit, that 
would be a strong argument in favour of the 
original plan. But we shall have to be guided 
by them and by the possibilities of travel. 
Further information will be given as soon as 
possible in this column. 

Further news just received from Copenhagen 
shows that, in spite of the difficulties and 
uncertainties, our friends there are pressing 
ahead with the plans for their Scandinavian 
Conference. The period chosen is from Saturday 
evening, the 3rd February, to Tuesday morning, 
the 6th. The subjects to be considered are: 
“The Principles of Christian Pacifism,’ “The 
Christian in Totalitarian War,’ and “How to 
Prepare the Coming Peace.’’ Members are 
expected from a number of countries outside 
Denmark, and friends of the movement who 
cannot be present, especially those who enjoyed 
the School at Fano, will doubtless wish to keep 
this conference on their minds. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


A year ago Parliament accepted the view of 
the Home Office and the public that the time 
had come to overhaul the legislative framework 
of criminal justice. It has now reluctantly aban- 
doned Sir Samuel Hoare’s Bill in deference to 
the view of the Home Office that the officials are 
too busy to shepherd such a complicated measure 
through the House of Lords. 


Meantime, let us remember that criminal 
justice is what Parliament, the judges, the magis- 
traets, the officials and the public, including the 
criminals, make it, and that without the help of 
Parliament much can be done to secure the 
maximum reform by administration and volun- 
tary effort. The courts are not bound to do all 
the wrong the law allows; for apart from the 
death penalty for murder, that same law gives 
to English judges and magistrates almost 
unlimited powers of mercy. Probation, with its 
infinite elasticity, Probation Hostels, the Child 
Guidance Clinics, the Institute for the Scientific 
Treatment of Delinquency, experiments like 
Q Camps, all offer opportunities of dealing con- 
structively with law-breakers. There is no need 
to continue the evil practice of sending young 
people to prison. 


Governors of back-of-beyond prisons have 
often envied the “show prisons’ of Wormwood 
Scrubs and Wakefield their chance of initiating 
reforms. Prison disturbances consequent on 
evacuation may lead us to ask what can be done 
to extend such things as prison visiting and 
teaching and earnings schemes in the provincial 
prisons where London men on transfer have 
found a lowering of standards and a loss of legiti- 
mate activity and opportunity for responsibility. 
The Prison Commissioners started the first prison 
camp at Wakefield without the help of Parlia- 
ment. Ihe earnings schemes, which have 
improved discipline and increased the quantity 
and quality of prison work, started as a small 
experiment financed by funds raised by the 
Howard League. 


The problem of the law-breaker is an acute 
form of the problem of securing justice and 
harmony between human beings in a com- 
munity whose life is marred by friction and 
injustice. No one will deny its supreme signifi- 
cance. 


CiceLy M. CRAVEN, 


Hon. Secreta 
Howard League for Penal Reform. 


WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER. 


May | call your attention to the observance of 
the Women’s World Day of Prayer on the first 
Friday in Lent—February gthr 

This movement has grown rapidly, for it is 
interdenominational, and has therefore a strong 
appeal. The imagination is caught by the idea 
of using the same basic order of service. Each 
country or language group uses its own appro- 
priate translation. 

My committee has issued an abridged form 
of the world service, which was set by Muriel 
and Doris Lester, for use in 1940, as it seemed 
wise to leave leaders as much scope as possible 
in our rapidly changing times. The world theme 

“In quietness and confidence shall be your 
nena,” which of itself is helpful. The forma- 
tion of interdenominational committees and the 
financial support it gives to the spreading of 
Christian literature in the world, is one of the 
fine results of this movement. 

I will gladly send particulars to any who care 
to write to me. 

(Mrs.) ANNIE R. HATLeEy. 

4, Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4. 


AN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. 


The outbreak of the war has faced many 
people right from the beginning with the 
problem of post-war Europe. One hopeful thing 
is that not only ideas are being discussed, but 
what counts more, practical steps towards inter- 
national understanding have been taken. Among 
these steps, those on the field of education seem 
to be important and full of promise, as the next 
generation will have to carry out what the treaty- 
makers do after hostilities are finished. An inter- 
national school, built up in this country, could 
make a contribution towards solving the problem 
of giving an international community the right 
conditions for its success. There is a group of 
teachers, In my own knowledge, who have 
worked along these lines for years, and now they 
have made contacts with other people in this 
country who have the same ideas. They are 
attempting the practical fulfilment of the tasks 
arising from the principle not to handle conflicts 
by force, nor by chance, sympathy, or sentiment, 
but by good will strengthened by sound prin- 
ciples on a moral basis. The scheme is still in 
the stage of preparation. But just for this reason 
I would invite all those who are interested in 
this project for the establishment of such an 
international school or schools in this country 
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to communicate with me. [ shall be glad to 
furnish more details about the plan. A week-end 
conference may be arranged at some convenient 
time, where the idea of an international schoo! 
will be discussed. It seems to me that here is 
an opportunity which should be grasped, to 
co-operate with an educational work of great 
significance. 
Douctas J. J. OWEN. 
651, Didsbury Road, 
Heaton Mersey, Manchester. 


PRESS CORRESPONDENCE. 


. Ll have learned that editors are much more 
ready to be friendly than some people suppose. 
At one time, if my letters suffered deletion, post- 
ponement, or non-publication, I was all too ready 
to suspect some malign conspiracy with arma- 
ment firms to suppress public opinion. I have 
gradually found that the fault might be in the 


letter itself. Inordinate length, choice of an 
awkward day, even sheer unoriginality of subject 
matter, can operate quite as potently as imagined 
sinister causes. Editors are human, and entitled 
to courtesy: if they see that their correspondent 
acts on these two principles, they are usually 


prepared to print an opinion that will interest 
other readers. 


Secondly, I have learned to respect honest 
opposition. It is surprising how often the anti- 
pacifist letter reveals some common ground. | 
deplore the zealot who, though he avoids actual! 
abuse of his opponent, indulges in such frosty 
phrases as: “Perhaps it has not dawned on .. .” 
“Permit me to tell Mr. So-and-So that... 
Sarcasm and pedantry win no one. Should we 
ourselves have been so won? 


J. S. WANE. 
14, Lansdown Place, Cheltenham. 


THE FRIENDLY BOOK 


PENGUIN SPECIALS. Obtainable from F.o.R. 
Office. Price 6d. 
There are three Penguin Specials amongst the 


new issues which ought to receive attention 

The first is “Europe Since Versailles” by Low, 
the famous cartoonist of the Star and Standard 
evening papers. There are some things which 
ought to be laughed out of court, and perhaps 
that is the only way of dealing with them, so 
far as the public mind is concerned. Where 
there is genius behind the laughter—as is 
undoubtedly the case with this little book of 
cartoons—then it well deserves our attention. 
The book contains 200 of Low’s most famous 
drawings, arranged in historical order and thus 
giving a bird’s-eye view of the history of Europe 
since Versailles. 

The second is a new book by H. G. Wells 
called ‘In Search of Hot Water.” In one or two 
of his recent books Mr. Wells has found the hot 
water of which he is evidently in search, and, 
having lately visited India, Burma and the 
Dutch East Indies, he has collected articles and 
addresses made by him in these various places. 
One could wish that the literary style of Mr. 
Wells were other than it is, but the liveliness of 
his mind and the interest of the particular places 
and problems with which he deals makes this 
book more than worth while. 


The third book is much the most important 
of the three, namely, “The Case for Federal 
Union,” by W. B. Curry. Federal Union is on 
the map, and pacifists and non-pacifists alike are 
being greatly attracted to it as one of the ways 
in which eventually world civilisation must 
travel. This little book sets out with very great 
clarity the case for Federal Union, and the only 
criticism that one would make is that the steps 
to be taken towards it are nothing like so clear 
as the great use that can be made of it when 
those preliminary steps have been taken. 


What are the preliminary steps? What pros- 
pect, for instance, is there that the British 
Government will even look at the idea of giving 
up national sovereignty? Do our present arrange- 
ments with France lead one to hope that France 
and Britain could at least adopt the Federal 
Union plan? How is Federal Union to be safe- 
guarded from setting up just another system of 
collective security? Where does the Christian 
ethic come in to this proposal? All these and 
many other questions need answers. One would 
like to see Mr. Curry—with his great powers of 
analysis—tackle such questions in another book. 
In the meantime, without any qualification, we 
recommend this book to the notice of all our 
readers. es 
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“THE GOSPEL AND THE CHURCH’’—A DESCRIPTION 


LESLIE ARTINGSTALL 


in Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, 

U.S.A., in March, 1939, and it is a study 
of Distortion and its Remedy. Is mankind, Dr. 
Raven asks, to sit helpless while the resources of 
the good life, resources now almost limitless, are 
perverted to our destruction? Or is there a 
means, any means, of rallying the energies of the 
race, of reinforcing man’s control of his environ- 
ment and destiny, of releasing a higher potency 
of effective emotion, thought and action? Many 
people are in despair, and the despair is greater 
because there is little evidence that the Church 
is capable of being the means. This, the writer 
of the book thinks, is the crux of the dilemma. 
“That a notable revolution, transforming indivl- 
dual lives and changing the course of history, 
took place in the early years of the Christian 
movement is plain fact. That similar effects 
do not to- -day accompany the ministries of the 
Churches is equally evident. Why is it that the 
Churches lack power? ... How can the Churches 
recapture the secret which once was theirs?” 
These are the two all-important questions to 
which the author provides an answer. 


A Distorted Gospel 

The Churches lack power because there has 
been distortion of the Gospel. The first kind of 
distortion was in relation to nature. If this is 
God’s_ world, there is nothing inherently 
common and unclean. God Himself pronounced 
the created world Good, and the whole evolu- 
tionary process (however defined) has made it 
better. ‘This view does not deny the transcen- 
dence of God, but also it does not leave out the 
immanence of God. This view does not deny 
that man is a sinner, but also it does not believe 
that human nature is wholly depraved. “If 
nature be totally depraved, then God is either 
not God or not love.” This view of God’s world 
the author traces to the Bible, through the 
growing revelation of the Old Testament to the 
fulness of time when Jesus revealed God fully, 
and also through the Epistles. Any other view 
is distortion. Other views grew and prevailed 
and “acquired a permanence | which we have 
hardly yet begun to outgrow.” That it—‘this 


*“The Gospel and the Church,” by Charles E. Raven, 
Master of Christ’s College. Cambridge. 8/6. Obtainable 
from F.o.R., 17, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, post 
paid g/-. 


+ HIS book* is the Merrick Lectures delivered 


distortion of the incarnational and sacramental 
view of the universe—controverts the charac- 
teristic insistence of the Old Testament, repudi- 
ates both the teaching and the true status of 
Jesus, exaggerates the soteriology of St. Paul, 
and is inconsistent with the outlook and ethos 
of the Apostolic Church, ought to be enough to 
condemn it”... “That its revival at the present 
time in Continental theology 1 is a chief obstacle 
to any effective Christian witness and is largely 
responsible for the growing alienation of Europe 
from the Christian tradition, can hardly be 
disputed.” “While we can sympathise with those 
who, in time of distress and persecution, despair 
of the world and denounce all delight in it as 
pagan and compromising, we must protest that 
to do so is to misinterpret the Bible, invalidate 
the Creed, and transform Christianity from a 
religion of love and joy and peace into a religion 
of escape.” 


And a Distorted History 

In a similar fashion there has been a distortion 
of History. “From the Gnostics to Dr. Barth 
there has been a succession of theologies framed 
in terms of a divine intrusion into our alien or 
hostile universe; and if in their more extreme 
forms they have been rejected by the Church, 
no student of orthodoxy can doubt that both 
Catholic and Protestant thought have been 
seriously infected by the same tendency.” The 
very basis of the Gospel is history, not a simple 
point in history—the point at which Jesus 
entered, vastly important as that is—but the 
whole process of history, from which God is 
never absent and in and through which God is 
always at work. Revelation always goes on— 
God has never left Himself without a witness, 
and that surely means that in every sort of 
religion and in every part of history there is 
some degree of revelation. And is it not true to 
say that, when we speak of revelation, we speak 
of that which, from the God-side, corresponds 
to that which in man we speak of as spiritual 
discernment? God reveals as much as man can 
discern. It is not inconsistent with this to 
recognise that one race developed a greater 
spiritual discernment than other races, so that 
in the fulness of time Jesus came as a member 
of that race. All history, so to speak, went to 
make Him possible. Nothing is more important 
than this historical basis of the Gospel. Through 
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the Apostolic Age this was recognised, but from 
the time of Origen the sense of it was lost. 
History became relatively unimportant, meta- 
physics became supreme. ‘‘A study of the texts 
and content of popular preaching, of such 
popular literature as remains and of the religious 
activities of the period, show that by the fifth 
century almost all contact with the New Testa- 
ment, or any sense of the historicity of Jesus, 
has disappeared.” In this distortion of history 
Christianity suffers a qualitative change, and at 
the same time there is inevitably a tendency to 
divorce religion from life. 


These Must be Remembered 


These distortions were natural, perhaps 
inevitable, in the growth of the Church, and 
to recognise them is not to condemn the past; 
nevertheless, they are distortions, and it is at 
our peril that we neglect to find a remedy. Dr. 
Raven points the way in two passages, the one 
from the point of view of theory, and the other 
from the point of view of practice. 

‘The world is not less God’s world, history is 
not less the record of His acts, because we are 
learning to see the awful gravity of the issues 
at stake in it. 

“It is to this that the theology of crisis should 
lead us—not to a denuncration of secular effort 
as irrelevant, nor to the acceptance of a godless 
and irredeemable State over against a pietistic 
and other-worldly Church, but to an insistence 
that no sphere of human activity is or can be 
purely secular and that everywhere there is need 
for penitence and faith, since all things, secular 
and sacred, work together for good to them that 
love God, and will work only for disaster on any 
other terms. Sucha conviction is as far removed 
from a shallow and optimistic humanism as it 
is from a transcendentalism which negates the 
worth of human effort, sunders nature from 
grace, and must ultimately reduce faith to an 
irrational superstition. It is the conviction which 
will sooner or Jater enable Christendom to 
formulate a synthesis out of the thesis and anti- 
thesis of liberalism and Barthianism.” 


* ¥* * 


“At a time when new types of Government 
have been adopted by so many of the great 
peoples of the world, when totalitarian organisa- 
tion has transformed the life of Russia, Italy and 
Germany, and when the countries still holding 
to a nominally democratic system are manifestly 
threatened, the need to re-examine the status 


and character of Christian organisation requires 
no justification. ‘That totalitarianism is neces- 
sarily incompatible with any survival of the 
Church, except in the form of small and suspect 
celis, is a conclusion easy to argue. ‘We have 
no king but Caesar,’ would seem to be the neces- 
sary confession both of Communists and of 
Fascists; and such confession involves a crucify- 
ing of Christ. The avowed atheism of Russia, 
the anti-Christian training of the youth in 
Germany, the precariousness of the Concordat 
in Italy, are obvious evidences of the threat to 
Christendom. Under such systems it would 
seem only a question of time before the Church 
is forced to betake itself again to the catacombs. 
Nor in a world so shrunken can the states that 
still keep their traditional governments hope to 
remain unaffected. Ifin them there is at present 
little likelihood of an avowed dictatorship, the 
cry for national unity, for the mobilisation of 
personnel and resources, and for the concentra- 
tion of power in the hands of the small group 
that controls finance, policy and propaganda is 
increasingly insistent. The Church may evade 
the challenge for a time, if it is ready to take 
its orders from the national executive. But to 
do so will be to preserve the semblance of its 
structure at the expense of successive betrayals 
of its mission. Sooner or later for Christian 
individuals, if not for Christian institutions, the 
choice between Christ and Caesar will become 


inescapable. 
a. £ ® 


‘There is indeed abundant evidence in the 
achievements of the Apostolic Age that the 
Gospel produced a quality of life, individual and 
corporate, marked by singleness of purpose and 
creative energy, and that this life permeated and 
reformed a _ materialistic and seemingly 
invincible society. Despite its distortion of the 
Gospel, the Church has revealed from time to 
time through the centuries an amazing capacity 
for snucanion, when men and women. often 
of lowly station and without resources, have 
rediscovered the secret of Pentecost.”’ 


PACIFISM, REVOLUTION AND Community. Alexan- 
der Miller. Published by a group of Pacifist 
Socialists. Obtainable from F.o.R. 3d. 


The author of this booklet believes that the 
time is ripe for pacifists to implement their 
pledge by taking social action. I would strongly 
recommend this book for study by groups. 

D.W. 
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‘THINKING ALOUD IN WAR TIME’”’ 


Hodder & Stoughton, 2/6. 
PauL GLIDDON. 


published a book which he entitles, 

“Thinking Aloud in War Time.” It used 
to be said of another famous preacher at the 
City Temple that there was too much thinking 
aloud in his sermons, and it is certainly true that 
the opportunity Leslie Weatherhead has given 
us of seeing what is going on in his mind presents 
us with a spectacle almost as confusing as the 
situation he attempts tosummarise. “The inside 
of a man’s mind” was the scene in one of Miles 
Mallinson’s delightful fantasies, when the 
audience watched tripping in and out upon a 
darkened stage various odd and _ unrelated 
thoughts which had one thing alone in common 
that, for a brief moment, they strayed into one 
particular mind. The same impression is created 
by this new book: the ideas, some sparkling, 
some dull, some visionary, some not a little 
sentimental, come tumbling in and tumbling 
out, but seldom get on speaking terms one with 
another. 

Just as Canon Raven in his book, “War and 
the Christian” has stated the case of those who 
oppose him with a skill seldom surpassed by 
any non-pacifist writer, so Leslie Weatherhead 
states at least one aspect of the pacifist case with 
a force that most pacifists would envy. Unfortu- 
nately for him, unlike Charles Raven, he never 
manages to abolish properly what he has erected 
with such skill, with the result that a pacifist can 
confidently recommend this book to non-pacifist 
readers, certain that they will be impressed with 
its case against war and quite uninfluenced b 
the arguments brought against pacifism itself. 


La Rev. Leslie Weatherhead has just 


More Tributes to Sincerity 

Of pacifists, Leslie Weatherhead writes, ‘I 
think they have a splendid heart but that they 
have not thought the thing through,” a state- 
ment which hardly prepares us for some of the 
through thinking which follows. Thus we are 
reminded that “The question of war between 
nations does not arise in the New Testament,” 
but in the previous sentences we are informed 
that our Lord never condemned soldiers and 
that He told them to be content with their wages. 
Even if we ignore the fact that this advice to 
soldiers has been ascribed from St. Luke onwards 
to John the Baptist, one can only ascribe to war- 
time thinking the stressing of our Lord's treat- 


ment of soldiers as important evidence, when 
it is followed by the statement that the as 
tion of international war did not arise. 
course, the writer may have been thinkin 
this point of something he is going to oe is us 
later, namely, that there is no doubt in his mind 
“that the early Christian Church acquiesced in 
police work.” What he, of course, really means 
was that it would have if there had been any, 
but there wasn’t, for there certainly existed in 
the world no force that performed the duties he 
is at pains to enumerate. His conception of 
Britain and France “trying to act as Europe’s 
policeman” is delightfully guileless; why 
shouldn't Italy or Turkey join the volunteer 
police force, or is a policeman only a policeman 
when he has begun to use his truncheon? Even 
village policemen are usually appointed by some- 
body, and a self- -appointed policeman would be 
counted as a public nuisance to be tolerated only 
as long as patience lasted. 


War’s Care for the Widow — 

Another argument which must surely owe some- 
thing to the author's thinking having been done 
in war-time, at a moment when, as he tells us, 
“the world is a lunatic asylum,” is his statement 
that Jesus, Who believed in “the clothing of the 
naked and the feeding of the hungry . . . would 
approve of activity calculated to save the aged 
and defenceless from such outrages (like those) 
published in a Government White Paper.” The 
argument that compassion for “the widow and 
orphan” necessarily means that we must in 
certain circumstances support war is more 
startling than convincing. 

This book makes sad reading, because it shows 
a good man with great power trying desperately 
to find an honoured place both for the method 
employed by the soldier and for that advocated 
by the pacifist. The hard fact is that, if the war 
method is right, then the pacifist is in error, 
and in dangerous error, too, for it is precisely 
on the question of methods that we are in 
disagreement. The pacifist does not believe that 
aggression must be ignored, that freedom 
matters little, that the bully should be 
encouraged. He believes that the war method 
is the wrong way of dealing with aggressors; 
that freedom is not safeguarded but is threat- 
ened by violence; that a world armed to the 
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teeth is the element in which the bully flourishes 
most. He believes in the significance of the story 
Leslie Weatherhead himself recounts. As, in 
the days of the first persecutions a Christian boy 
passed to martyrdom, a Roman soldier said to 
him, “And where is your carpenter’s Son now?’” 
Quick as a flash came the answer, “He is making 
a coffin for your Emperor.” Surely only those 
who apprentice themselves to the Carpenter of 
Nazareth will ever know how to rid war of its 
power and seal it finally in a soon-forgotten tomb. 


Tuincs GRAVE AND Gay (including a Century of 
Postage). E. Dingwall. Published by The 
C. W. Daniel Company, Ltd., 40, Great 
Russell Street, W.C.1. Price 3s. 6d. 


PEACE WORK IN 


METHODIST PEACE FELLOWSHIP 
Secretary: The Rev. LESLIE KEEBLE, Kingsway Hall, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. 


The Annual Rally of the Methodist Peace Fellowship 
will take place on Saturday, 2nd March, at Wesley's 
Chapel, City Road. A session for the discussion of “The 
Theology of Pacifism” will commence at 2.30 p.m., and 
we are glad to be able to announce that this subject will 
be introduced by the Rev. Canon Charles E. Raven, 
Regius Professor of Divinity. At 4 p.m. there will be a 
short break, and at 4.45 a Covenant Re-dedication Service 
will be held in the Chapel. Any friends who are desirous 
of joining the Poliowelde are invited to do so at this 
Service, and Group Secretaries are asked to make this 
known. The proceedings will end at 5 p.m., and owing 
to present difficulties tea will not be provided on the 
premises. 


At the Executive Meeting on gth January a further 
increase of 77 lay members and 16 ministerial members 
was reported. The lay members are spread over 18 centres, 
and the ministerial consist of 14 students from Hands- 
worth College, one from Hartley Victoria College, and one 
from Headingley. It is noteworthy that there are now 
g05 Methodist ministers enrolled, and that 1,397 members 
take the “Christian Pacifist.” 


The appeal fund for aggressive work has now reached 
£142 in response to the challenge to raise {150 from our 
generous donors, who themselves are giving f15o0. Our 
work is thereby greatly facilitated and expanded. Further 
donations will be gratefully received. 


Forestry for C.O.’s 


At the Executive Committee on the goth instant our 
Chairman, the Rev. Henry Carter, announced that the 
Minister of Labour and National Service had _ finally 
approved the proposals drafted by the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship for helping C.O.s to find employment in 
forestry or agriculture whose conscientious objection was 
based on religious conviction, and who were directed by 
Tribunals to find employment of that nature. Mr. Carter 
gave particulars of the first experimental efforts by M.P.F. 
on these lines. Eight Methodist C.O.s have already 
entered employment under the plan, four in forestry, two 
in farm-work, and two in fruit-growing. It is hoped to 


A delightful book of short stories and studies. 
Part I deals with the postal system and the possi- 
bilities of international co-operation. Part If 
is an assortment so wide in range that almost 
every reader will find something of particular 
interest. If you are a _ pacifist—well, “The 
Dorchester Peace Rally” gives a picture of some 
of the best-loved leaders of the Peace Move- 
ment: Dick Sheppard, George Lansbury and 
others. To those who love dogs, “Our Dog”’ will 
appeal; and there is the record of heroic and 
devoted service in “A Blazer of Trails,” dealin 
with the life, work and death of Emily Hob- 
house. A book which would make a present 
acceptable to any age—from grandparents to the 
schoolboy stamp enthusiast. D.W. 


THE CHURCHES 


arrange with the Forestry Commission to rent a cottage 
in the heart of a forest in Kent, where five or six men 
can live in community while working as foresters. It 
was unanimously agreed to invite the Christian Pacifist 
organisations in other churches to co-operate, if they so 
desired; in the event of co-operation, an ad hoc body 
would be formed to work the scheme. 


ANGLICAN PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
Secretary: The Rev. Paut Giippon, c/o 47 Argyle 
Square, W.C.1. 


At the Annual General Meeting it was decided that the 
governing body of the Fellowship should not always meet 
in London but should visit various other centres. Follow- 
ing this decision it has now been arranged that the 
committee should meet in Birmingham on Wednesday, 
April 3rd, and that there should be a public meeting in 
Smethwick on Tuesday, April 2nd, and in a central hall in 
Birmingham on Wednesday, April 3rd. The Rev. R. H. 
Le Messurier and the Rev. Martin Tupper will be two 
of the speakers at the Tuesday meeting, and Archdeacon 
Hartill and the Rev. T. B. Scrutton will be among those 
at the meeting on Wednesday. Archdeacon Hartill will 
also address the Clergy Conference on the Wednesday 
morning. By thus carrying the committee into the 
various centres and arranging for some to speak at meet- 
ings before and after the committee meeting itself, we 
hope to do something to stimulate interest generally and 
to encourage the work of branches. 


Following the decision of the General Committee of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation and our own committee, a 
letter is being sent to all Anglican members of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation suggesting that they should, if 
communicants, also become members of the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship; and to all our own membership asking 
them, if they have not already done so, to join the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. In this way we hope not 
only to establish larger co-operation at least in one section 
of the peace movement, but also to avoid needless over- 
lapping and expense. Those who are known to be 
members of both organisations will be made acquainted 
with what both organisations are doing, but they will 
not be troubled with redundant information and appeals. 
So often in these movements we sometimes do not let our 
left hand know what our right hand is doing, but we are 


72 THE CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 


February, 1940 


inclined alternatively to let both hands do the same job, 
and thus waste our much-needed energy. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS AND ABSOLUTISM 


Two conferences have already been held at the Dick 
Sheppard Memorial Club on the question of the absolu- 
tist witness and the present war. They have been 
addressed by absolutists of the last war, the speakers 
having included one of those men who was sentenced to 
death in France and also men who took a prominent part 
in the organisation of the movement, such as Dr. Alfred 
Salter, M.P., and Isaac Goss. 


A further conference has now been arranged for Satur- 
day, February 3rd, at 2.45 p.m. in the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street, W.1 (two 
minutes from Selfridges), to which all absolutists of the 
last war, and all who are taking the same position In 
this war, are cordially invited. Mr. A. Creech Jones, M.P.., 
who spoke with such force on behalf of pacifists in the 
conscription debate, has promised to be present at the 
second session, which will begin at 5 p.m. That “abso- 
lutists” should really be called “unconditionalists” was 
strongly urged at one of the conferences. 


FRIENDS’ PEACE COMMITTEE 


Friends’ House, London, N.W.1. 
Secretary: KARLIN CAPPER-]OHNSON. 

The Peace Committee has just published a set of pam- 
phlets dealing with the problems of a future international 
settlement along constructive lines. One of the pamphlets, 
“LOOKING TOWARDS PEACE,” by Karlin Capper- 
Johnson, includes a study outline and bibliography. The 
others in the series are: “THE CASE FOR AN EARLY 
PEACE,” by Charles Roden Buxton; “WHAT NEXT?” 


by Devere Allen: and “PEACE AIMS AND WAR 
METHODS,” by Corder Catchpool. (Price 2d. each.) 


Much of the material included has been supplied by 
members of the “Pacifist Policy Group,” which has been 
working since the autumn of 1938 and is now engaged in 
particular upon the right terms of a basis for an inter- 
national settlement and possible schemes for rehabilita- 
tion after the war is over (problems of raw materials, 
finance, colonies, minorities). This side of the Peace 
Committee’s work is now being extended, and an Informa- 
tion Secretary has been added to the staff of the office 
to help, among other activities, with speakers’ notes and 
data for study groups. 


Another new development since the war has been the 
establishment of the Friends’ Peace Service Committee to 
deal with the offers of service from pacifists and to carry 
out schemes for putting C.O.s on the land and running 
camps for evacuees. An Emergency Group has also been 
set up with freedom to take any action that may rightly 
hasten the cessation of hostilities. 


PAX 


Secretary: STORMONT Murray, 276 Hughenden Road, 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 


“PAX” is an undenominational association whose opposi- 
tion to war is based on Christian principles as set forth 
by theologians of the Roman Catholic Church. This 
being the case, and as is only to be expected, the majority 
of its steadily increasing membership is coming from 
among Roman Catholics, and the main work of “PAX” 
at the present time is the assistance of Catholic C.O.s. 
Because of increased membership, groups are being formed 
in various parts of the country, and as it is the policy of 
“PAX” to work in co-operation with other Pacifist organi- 
sations whenever possible, the Hon. Sec. will welcome 
requests from branches of these other societies for 
information concerning the “PAX” point of view. 


A very successful meeting was addressed by Dr. W. E. 


Orchard and Mr. Eric Gill, the Chairman of “PAX,” in 
London last month, and other meetings are being arranged, 
both in London and the Provinces. Readers will be 
interested to know that “PAX” is in constant communica- 
iont with similar Catholic Pacifist organisations in other 
countries, news of which regularly appears in the “PAX” 
Bulletin issued monthly to members. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE POOLE BRANCH 


Secretary, A. Howarp CHAMPION, 
42, Esplanade Street, Poole. 


During the past year the membership of the Branch 
has increased from 68 to 120. S!x members (four of them 
clergy) left the district during the year and 58 joined, a 
net increase of §2. 

Activities during the year have included the holding of 
seven public meetings, a Reg:onal Conference and an 
Armistice Service, using the special order of service sup- 
plied by Headquarters, and collaboration with the Bourne- 
mouth F.o.R. in two Regional Conferences at Bournemouth. 


F.o.R. IN THE NORTH-EAST 


Through the kindness of the Minister, Gordon Wylie, 
South Parade Baptist Church, Leeds, was the venue of 
an inter-college Christian Pacifist conference attended by 
students from Headingley, the Hostel of the Resurrection, 
Mirfield and Rawdon. The conference was so arranged 
that after each speech students divided into “cells” for 
discussions in which those who shared a common belief 
could at once air their views and listen to the ideas of 
others, the only snag being shortage of time. The 
speakers included Norman Tetlaw and Alec Arnold, the 
F.o.R. secretaries from Headingley and Rawdon, whilst 
Gordon Wylie wound up the conference with a most 
inspiring address. It is hoped that this report will 
encourage a larger attendance at another conference and 
that in other regions students will endeavour to hold 
similar meetings. 


New branches have been formed at Barnsley, Elland, 
Goole, Keighley and Sunderland, where individual mem- 
bers have helped to spread the spirit abroad. Perhaps 
there is scarcely any of our work more important just 
now than the fostering of group fellowship, and it is urged 
that all members in towns where no group exists or is 
near enough at hand will communicate with the regional 
secretary, c/o St. George’s Vicarage, Leeds 2. 


It is to be regretted that the C.O. Tribunals at Leeds 
and Newcastle do not appear to be so understanding as 
their rege wg in some southern districts. Granted 
that the Tribunals have the humanly impossible task of 
assessing conscience, this is no reason for condoning their 
assumption that the C.O., even if sincere, is taking a 
wrong turning and “will grow out of it” at a later date, 
as if his pacifism were comparable with wanting to be 
an engine-driver, a “pe which most of us can recall at 
some tender age! If only soldiers were enlisted subject 
to their going before a Tribunal to judge their consciences 
regarding their objections to peace, the public would have 
a better chance of observing the true value of the Military 
Training Act. Anyhow, by the fruits of the Tribunal 
sessions shall we know the strength of our witness rather 
than the weakness of any system of Government; though 
we may not seek martyrdom deliberately, it is part of 
our Christian heritage that we should be ready at all 
times to suffer for our faith regardless of consequences. 


TEWKESBURY AND DISTRICT PEACE GROUP 


Is making steady progress. In response to a suggestion 
made by the manager of the Cinema, who is also a 
member of the group, it is proposed to hold group meet- 
ings on Sunday afternoons. Admission to the group is 


conditional upon members joining either the F.o.R. or 
P.P.U. 
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KENT COLLEGE 
CANTERBURY 


HeapmMasterR: H, J. PRICKETI, M.A. 
(Trinity Hall, Cambridge) 


A boarding school for boys aged 7-19. 
(Separate Junior House for boys aged 7-12) 
in which the education is on progressive 
lines. There are opportunities for boys to 
share in the government of the school 
and for many kinds of creative activity. 
The School is in a Reception Area, and 
underground concrete trenches have becn 
provided withaccommodation for every boy. 


Fee : £75 per annum 


INFORMATION AND PROSPECTUS FROM 
THE BURSAR 


Classified Advertisements 


RATE : 14d. per word. Church Notices: 
6 lines or less 3/6d. 
Notices of Branch Meetings 1d. per word. 


Discount: 5% for 6 insertions. 10% for 12 insertions. 


Minimum 2/-. 


MEETINGS 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. A Fellow- 


ship Hour for communion with God and each other is 
being held at 17, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on the third Monday in each month. ‘The next 


hour is on Monday, 19th February. Leader :—The Rev. 
W. S. Andrews. 


LEWES BRANCH meets every Sunday at 4.30 (tea 
provided) at St. Michael’s Guild Room. Secretary, 
Clarence Tritton, Ringmer. 


For PEACE and QUIET during these days of stress, 
visit FAIRFIELD GUEST HOUSE, DAWLISH, where 
the scented violets bloom. (Boxes 2/6 post paid.) Beauti- 
fully situated. Own grounds 8 acres. H. and C. in all 
bedrooms. Good catering. Well recommended. Very 
moderate terms. [Illustrated brochure No. g from :— 


DOUGLAS BISHOP, “Fairfield,’’ Dawlish (Tel. 151). 


DUPLICATION, ETC. 


FIRST CLASS TYPEWRITING AND DUPLI- 
CATING, ETC. Mabel Eyles, 51, Ruskin Walk, London, 
S.E.24. ‘Telephone, Brixton 2363. 


BOOKS 


CHRISTIAN PACIFISM is truest Patriotism. See 
“Human Destiny Disclosed.” Cloth 2/6 post free. 


Redmile, Geeston, Ketton, Stamford. 


THE CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 
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ORDER 


‘The Christian Pacifist’ 
NOW ! 


and make certain of 
your copy 


To the Editor, 
‘The Christan Pacifist,’ 
17, Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


Please send me THE CHRISTIAN 
PACIFIST monthly to December, 1940, 
for one year, commencing with the 
March issue, at the inclusive cost of 2/- 
which I enclose herewith. 


* Name 


* Address 


‘see eee eee eee eee 


* KINDLY USE BLOCK LETTERS 


TheSilver Jubilee Issue 


OF 


The Christian Pacifist 
IS STILL AVAILABLE 


Now is the time to interest your friends 
in Christian pacifism, and in our 


magazine ! 


Help your branch funds and increase 
our circulation, by ordering twelve or 
more copies, at a discount of 124% and 


postage paid. 
a 


ORDER NOW FROM 
The F.o.R., 17 RED LION SQUARE 
LONDON, W.C.1 


THE CHRISTIAN PACIFIST February, 194° 


HERE IS A REAL OPPORTUNITY FOR FELLOWSHIP WITH PACIFISTS FROM 
BRANCHES OF THE F.o.R. ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. YOU CAN HELP 
THEM AND THEY CAN HELP YOU! 


Book Now 
F.o.R. EASTER CONFERENCES 


Thursday, March 21st, to Tuesday, March 26th, 1940 


Subject: The Present Situation in the Light of the Gospel 


NORTH : DALTON HALL, VICTORIA PARK, MANCHESTER 
Chairman : The Rev. Leslie Artingstall 


SOUTH : KENT COLLEGE, CANTERBURY, KENT. 
Chairman : The Rev. C. Paul Gliddon. 


COST 


In each case the expenses will be pooled, those attending being informed of the average 
cost per head and invited to fix their contribution above or below as they can. It is estimated 
that the average cost will be about {1 15s. od., in addition to the Booking Fee of 2/6. More 
exact figures will be given at the Conferences. It is earnestly hoped that no one will stay 
away on the score of expense. ‘This sharing of expenses is one of the practical ways in which 
we are able to express our fellowship. IT WILL GREATLY ASSIST ARRANGEMENTS 
IF BOOKINGS CAN BE RECEIVED EARLY IN FEBRUARY. 


BOOKING FORM 


To be returned to F.o.R., 17, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 
I intend to be present at the F.o.R. Easter Con ference, 1940, and enclose booking fee of 2/6. 


KINDLY 


Date of arrival 


Do you require vegetarian food? 
N.B. No single room accommodation. 


Printed by The Bleckfriare Press, Ltd., London and Leicester (T.U. all Depts.), 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 17 Red Liom Square, London, W.O.1. Subscription 9s. 6d. 4 year, 
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CON SCRIPTION 
—FOR WHAT? 


A million men have been called up. Now the 
military machine demands two millions more. For what? 
The British people have a right to know. Are these men 
to be thrown uselessly against the Siegfried Line? Or 
are they to hold down the subject peoples of the Colonial 
Empire? Or to fight Russia in Finland? Are they for 
use on the Home Front? Is the Labour Movement pre- 
pared to allow the military machine to claim fresh 
millions without first getting a clear answer to these 
question ? 
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The new call-up means that still more families will 


be deprived of their wage-earners, and left to eke out an 
existence on niggardly allowances doled out by the 
Government. Many may be forced to make the es 
ing trek to the Relieving Officer. As millions are called 
away from industry those left will have to work longer 
hours under worsened conditions, whilst prices will lower 
their real wages. Is the Labour Movement prepared to 
stand idly by and see the conditions, won through years 
of struggle, lost in this way ? 


The Labour Movement has always opposed Military 
Conscription because experience abroad has shown how 
- easily a reactionary government can use Conscription 
as a strike-breaking weapon. Already in this country 
liberty of press, speech and organisation are threatened 
by war-time regulations. The practice of placing men 
on the Military Register whilst allowing them to remain 
in industry may easily lead to Industrial Conscription. Is 


4 
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the Labour Movement prepared to allow its freedom of 
action and organisation to be filched from it ? 


These questions must be answered to the satis-- 
faction of the men and women who make up the 
organised Labour Movement. The rank-and-file must 
act before it is too late, and the No Conscription League 
urges Labour Parties, Trade Union branches, Co-opera- 
tive Parties and Guilds, Women’s Sections and Socialist 
organisations to come together in conferences in every 
town and borough in order to hammer out a policy for 
the workers in the ptesent threatening circumstances. 


DEMAND THAT YOUR LEADERS CARRY 
OUT CONFERENCE DECISIONS!—REPEAL 
CONSCRIPTION! — BRING THE BOYS 


BACK!—UNITE THE LABOUR MOVE- 
MENT TO END THE WAR AND WIN 
POWER FOR SOCIALISM! 


This leaflet is published by the No Conscription League, and 
can be supplied at the rate of 4/- per 500 or 7/9 per 1,000. Inquiries 
regarding the League or orders for this leaflet should be sent to 
60b Fort Road, London, S.E.1. Annual membership fee 1/-, and 


annual affiliation fee for trade union, co-operative, labour, socialist 
or pacifist organisations, 2/6. 


Buck Bros. & Harding, Ltd. (T.U.), Guardian House, E.17. 


Postage 
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War Series No. 8 


What we are 
Up Agains 


The time has come to consider the tasks that lie before Britain and France in the 
attainment of victory. The issue we must face, to put it in its plainest terms, is what we are 
up against. We must face facts, bitter, unpleasant and depressing facts, with one major 
principle always in our minds. It is that we are not fighting simply for the release of the 
Poles, the Czechs, the Slovaks and the Austrians from a slavery of unequalled cruelty 
and beastliness. We are not fighting simply for the restoration of decency, peace and liberty 
in Europe. We are fighting for our very lives, for the lives of our children, against 
an immensely powerful and completely ruthless enemy, whose whole national forces 
are concentrated to one end, the defeat and enslavement of the French and British 
peoples, the conversion of the British and French empires into Nazi colonies. 


We repeat the words. We are fighting for our lives. Let there be no mistake 
about this grim reality. 


Victory through Sacrifice 


There are still all too many people in Britain who do not realise what we are up against. 
There are thousands who do not seem to appreciate that we are at war. They avoid or refuse 
military service, obstruct the A.R.P. services by failing to obey ‘* black-out ”’ instructions, 
grouse at rationing or endeavour to obtain extra food by illegal means. With them may 
be classed the utterly contemptible section of the community who seek to make excessive 
profit even from the lives of their fellow citizens. But there is an even larger section of the 
ordinary, decent, easy-going yet patriotic British public who do not yet appreciate the meaning 
of the word sacrifice, who do not understand the hardships the whole nation must endure 


for victory, and who do not realise that the war can be won or lost by those who man the 
Home Front. 


What are we up against? On land the most powerful military machine the world has ever 
seen. In the air, on the outbreak of war, a force that exceeded in strength and striking power 
the combined strength of the French and British air forces. At sea a ruthless war by torpedo, 
mine and bomb against our vital communications, a war that is planned with a devilish 
ingenuity. Behind the German fighting forces an economic system and a nation of workers 
conscripted, trained and organised for a *‘ total ’’ war. 


Germany's Military Strength 


At the beginning of 1940 a competent and well-informed military journalist estimated 
that Germany had 120 divisions—or 3,000,000 trained men—under arms, of which about 
100 divisions were concentrated in the West. There is good reason to believe that the 
present strength of the German Army is considerably greater, and neutral observers draw 
attention to the large number of young men still not called up. The Nazis have in fact a huge 
man-power reserve, and most of the men not yet called to the colours have had some sort 
of pre-military training in the S.A., S.S. or Labour Service. It is utterly wrong to assume 


that Germany has*not got sufficient men to fight a long-term war, and it is equally wrong to 
assume that her army is badly equipped. On the contrary, the Polish campaign showed that 
the German Army was very well equipped and particularly strong in artillery and tanks. 
It is true that this huge force, its staff and communications, have yet to be tried in a large-scale 
campaign, but because the Germans, like ourselves and the French, are playing a waiting 
game, it must not be assumed that the Reichswehr is inefficient. It has suited the Allied 
armies very well to have a quiet winter of preparation and defensive consolidation, but it 
has suited the Germans equally well. 


Little has yet been seen of the German air arm in action, but enough to know that it is a 
highly formidable force equipped with first-class machines and personnel. Before war started 
there were many stories of the German planes being made of poor material, but the ones that 
have fallen into Allied hands have been of good quality and design. The war in the air has 
hardly begun, and it is pretty certain that with the longer days of spring and the improvement 
in weather conditions we shall have to face continual and large-scale attacks on British ports 
and shipping. In spite of the obvious high efficiency of our fighter planes and the strength 
of our anti-aircraft defences we should be very foolish to underestimate the danger and 
seriousness of this kind of attack on our vital communications. Not only is the German 
air force superior in numbers to Britain’s, but the greater part of it is concentrated in the 
western part of the Nazi State, whereas ours has to be dispersed at Gibraltar, Malta, in the 
Near East, and all along the lines of Imperial communications. Ultimately the Allies will 
achieve an output of planes and personnel with which the Nazis cannot hope to compete, 
but we must not underestimate the strength of the air forces at present against us. 


The War at Sea 


Germany has conducted the war at sea with savage ferocity, and with complete disregard 
for neutral ships and lives. The success of the convoy system is unquestionable, though the 
burden it places on the Royal Navy is very great. Far more doubtful are the optimistic 
statements of certain ministers about ‘* defeating *’ the submarine and ‘** conquering ’’ the 
magnetic mine. It is much too early to talk in this strain, for in the first five months of war 
we lost 542,000 tons of shipping, as against 252,000 tons in the same period of the last war. 
Neutrals have lost 358,000 tons as compared with 66,000, and German shipping captured 
totals 88,000 tons as against 600,000 tons. 


British and neutral losses for the five months total 900,000 tons, so after allowing for 
replacement there are about 600,000 tons fewer available to carry food and supplies to Britain. 
Moreover, with the 900,000 tons of shipping have been lost the lives of brave men as well 
as great quantities of food, raw materials, oil and general cargo. We cannot be complacent 
about the German campaign against the Allied sea communications. We should not assume 
that it has yet reached the greatest degree of intensity. Germany’s shipping has been swept 
off the seas or imprisoned in neutral ports ; her ocean-borne trade has ceased to exist. The 
Allied navies are in the process of proving the value of sea supremacy in war, but their task 
can be made easier if every man and woman will limit as far as is humanly possible purchases 
of goods that have to be carried across the seas. For the butter and cheese we eat on our 
bread, for the meat ration that may seem too small for some, for the petrol to drive motor 
cars and omnibuses, and for the materials to make the clothes we wear, brave men have to 
risk their lives. Every ton of shipping that can be spared from carrying for the 
Home Front means fewer targets for enemy torpedoes, mines and bombs. 


The Nazi Industrial Machine 


Behind this Nazi war machine, solidly concentrated in a central strategic position, is the 
German home front. For two years the German people have been strictly rationed. They are 
used to the tight belt and it will go tighter still. A ten-hour working day is the minimum for all 
adults, and overtime rates are only paid for twelve hours or over. Wages were fixed on 
September I, 1939, and they will not be raised at all during the war. The whole of the 
German industrial machine, every raw material, is controlled by the Government, and almost 


every article of public consumption, food, fuel, light, even boots and clothes, is rationed 
not on a maximum but on a minimum scale. Private cars and taxis are almost entirely 
forbidden, buses and public vehicles run on producer gas. Life in Germany is a drab and 
grim business, but that is the mood of the German people when they go to war. 


Their morale is low compared-with ours, and it will become lower still as the months 
run on, but the nation as yet is solid behind the Nazis. Hitler has one strong card, the state 
of Germany after the last war under the provisions of the Versailles Treaty, a state of misery, 
hunger, bankruptcy and shame. Day in and day out his propagandists remind the German 
people that if chiare defeated the same thing will happen to them again, and worse. The 
effect of this argument, even on anti-Nazis, is very strong. There will be no internal 
upheaval in Germany for a long time to come, and the opposition forces inside and outside 
its borders are weak and divided, quarrelling among themselves. Cowed by the Gestapo, 
bullied by their Nazi masters, resigned to rigid rationing, long hours and low wages, drugged 
mentally by propaganda and as yet unaffected by a major defeat, the German people are 
simply part of the huge war machine. 


Soldiers of the Home Front 


This in brief is a picture of what we are up against. We have of course vast assets on 
our side. The wealth of the Empire, its man-power, its manufacturing resources, the might 
of the Royal Navy, the combined strength and efficiency of the Allied Forces on land and 
in the air. But for victory there must be one other thing, the readiness of the 
millions on the Home Front to face hardship without complaint, to make sacrifices, 
to do with less, to work harder, to accept the grim blows of war with determination. 
It has been well put by M. Daladier :— 


‘* Behind the ramparts of her army, France has retained all the values which certain 
nations have lost, and which others are afraid of losing. Like her ally, Great Britain, 
France has no fears. When she contemplates the future, she is sure of victory. 


‘‘ This serenity of France rests on the sacrifices of millions of men who have 


abandoned everything—their families, their trades, their personal interests and their 
own well-being ..... 


‘* To-day, it is to the home front that | wish to speak. | want to speak to it frankly, 
and even brutally. | ask our combatants to listen to me. I only wish to be their 
interpreter. | should like to explain clearly what they are thinking, however obscurely, 


and to ask of all, in the name of the national interest, what each soldier has a right to 
ask in the name of the sacrifice which he has made. 


‘When they left for the frontier with their greatcoats and their tin 
helmets, they accepted a total change in their lives, and those who remain 
behind must accept a similar change in their existence. They must consecrate 
their whole strength to the service of the French community, without which 
they would be as nothing.” 


To speak frankly, there are ~ 1g people in Britain who still do not understand the real 
inner meaning of the word sacrifice in its relation to the present struggle. We have not 
yet achieved the same understanding as the French. Perhaps we do not see the issue as 
clearly as M. Louis Thémoin, the President of the Franco-British Alliance, who said: ‘‘ The 
French understand that the Prussian of 1864, the Boche of 1914, and the Nazi of to-day are 
only aspects of the same wild beast—brutal and sadistic Germany.’’ Or as the Ere Nouvelle, 
pointing out that the war offers two alternatives, ‘‘ to accept every kind of privation and 
advance to a smashing victory, or perish miserably in slavery and ruin ; we must win outright 
in order to crush the beast while there is still time ’’. It is in that proud spirit that the 
French people have embarked upon this war. In the aircraft factories and armament works 
thousands of men are working with their blue overalls over their army uniforms. They are 
not drawing the wages of skilled workmen, but the pay of a poilu in the field. Gone by the 
board is the cherished forty-hour week, gone the newly gained rates of pay for skilled men. 
The munition and aircraft workers of France regard themselves as the soldiers of the Home 
Front, so they work a soldier’s hours and draw a soldier's pay. 


The Task Before Us 


The truth of the matter is that in Britain we have achieved national unity but not yet a 
national acceptance of hardship and sacrifice. Perhaps because we are individualists by nature 
sacrifice and acceptance of hard times remains an individual thing. In the seaports and naval 
towns, and in homes all over the country, there are people who have lost those nearest and 
dearest to them. They know the meaning of sacrifice all too well. The armed forces are full 
of men who have thrown up good jobs or shut up good businesses because they preferred to 
fight for their country. The Territorial Army, now the core of owing new army, is full 
of such men, and all over Britain empty office chairs and shuttered shops bear testimony 
to their patriotism. But still there are too many people who think the words hardship and 
sacrifice mean paying more income tax, paying more for beer, tobacco, whisky or cigarettes, 
doing without a family joint on Sundays or a car for the week-end. Many are quite convinced 
that wages and the cost of living must be related all through this war, that as prices rise wage 
rates must go up as well. To-day the T.U.C. index of real wages, after allowing for 
unemployment, stands at 107.5, as compared with 106 in December 1939, and the index figure 
of 100 in 1925-29. 


Perhaps it is that the Government has been too kind to the Home Front, too generous 
with price subsidies, too liberal with rations, too anxious to maintain the standard of living 
at the peace time level. Perhaps at the same time it has not been frequent enough in its 
declarations of what we are up against and not plain enough in explaining that we are fighting 
for our lives. And if we are to fight and win we must accept hardship and sacrifice. We 
must go into this war in the same spirit as a sub-lieutenant of the Royal Navy who in one of 
his letters home said :— 


‘‘Perhaps there will be a break in the clouds soon. I feel we are not 
fighting for victory only, but to exterminate all sorts of evil things. The roots 
of happiness lie in service and self-sacrifice.”’ 


The young man who wrote those words died in H.M.S. Exmouth, but his message will live. 
lf you are in a secure, comfortable job, if your business is not doing too badly in spite of war, 
if your son or friend is in a reserved occupation, or if your wages have so far gone up with the 
cost of living, just ponder on these words for a moment. Think over what is set down in this 
leaflet, and then put one question to yourself. What more can | do than | am doing now to 
help win this war ; what can | give up, what can | contribute to the national cause ? The 
answer will not be difficult to find. 


: Let us go forward to victory in the spirit of the words broadcast by 
Mr. Winston Churchill :— 


‘COME THEN, LET US TO THE TASK, TO THE BATTLE 
AND THE TOIL. EACH TO OUR PART, EACH TO OUR 
STATION—FILL THE ARMIES, RULE THE AIR, POUR OUT 
THE MUNITIONS, STRANGLE THE U-BOATS, SWEEP THE 
MINES, PLOUGH THE LAND, BUILD THE SHIPS, GUARD THE 
STREETS, SUCCOUR THE WOUNDED, UPLIFT THE DOWN- 
CAST, AND HONOUR THE BRAVE. LET US GO FORWARD 
TOGETHER IN ALL PARTS OF THE EMPIRE, IN ALL PARTS 


OF THIS ISLAND. THERE IS NOT A WEEK NOR A DAY NOR 
AN HOUR TO BE LOST.” 


Published by THE ECONOMIC LEAGUE (LONDON AND SOUTHERN COUNTIES AREA), Millbank House, 2, Great Peter Street, 
London, S.W.1, and Printed by Burrup, MATHIESON & Co., Ltp., 114, Southwark Street, Lomdon, S.E.1. 
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5 Blaskstosk Road, 
LONDON, Ne4. 
| - es “November 12, 1942, 
Dear Friend, . bx, pAElel ran: 
. An Individuc! Teacher. 
Many Peace News ai NG@inntors nave Loy long made 4 
practice of selling other pacifist literntuse’ to their regniler 
Peace News renders,. thus developing’ 2” réMilar market for other 
publications in their districts, It is now felt that the time 
is ripe to take advantage of the possibilities open in this 
direction by issuing pamphlets-of a kind specially desijnéd to 
appeal to Peace News readers and te supplement the work already 
done by the paper itself, They. could, for instance, deal with 
major questions of public and internat ional affairs, "giving 
factual "background" information and such comment from a pacifist 
point of view as may be appropriate - and could do this much more 
fully than is possible within the. scope of an article or comment- 
ary in Peace News in its present restricted size, 


Arrangements have theretore been made to produce such 


_ pamphlets from time to time, Mach one will deal with one subjeot 


only - always a subject of topical interest, It will give 
reliable facts and cnmnent on that subject in readable form, It 
Will be a publication that we hope every pacifist reader of Peace 
News will want; but it will also be guitable for others Who are 
interested in our approach to current problems, And the normal 
rice will be only ld, ~- for an 8-page pamphlet of fis sy cuenta 
SOD words (similar in size and shape to such rece twn penny 
publications as "The Higher Retribution” by Vera Brittain, and 
"ihe International Balance Sheet™ by Wilfred Wellock, ) For 
quantities over one dozen the rate will be 9d, per dozen, 
Orders for quantities - except those from group distributors of 
Peace News - are being handled by P.P.U. Headquarters, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W,C.1, | | 


It is hoped’ to produce twelve sush publications within 
the next year, the intervals between them depending upon the 
nature of the ‘eontents and other circumsvances, In a few cases 
it may prove desirable.to produce a larger pamphlet (of perhaps 
twelve pages) in which event'the-price would be 2d,; but such 
cietotions Wiki only occur when the subjedt-matter makes it 
imperative, and in any, case the number produced in a twelve-month 
would be gdjusted so that ls. would cover one Copy of each such 
publication in that period, 


The first of these pamphlet-commentaries will, we hope, 
appear about December ll. If you already subscribe to the P.P.U. 
Literature Mailing Scheme you will automatically receive 4 copy of 
each one.as it is issued, If not, however, may we suggest that 
you piace a standing order with us "for one copy of each to be 
sernit to you from this office? Provided we have your instructions 
on the form at the end of this lctter by | not later than Desecve™ © 
we will gladly arrange to do this, commencing with the fir.:* 
pamphlet. Your present subscription to Peace News would taca 
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be adjusted to end correspondingly earlier, to allow for the 
cost of these pamphiets,.:- On renewal-you would be able, should 
you vwx¢eh., to sond.a sudscrintion of-3a. 6d. (instead of 3a. -3d,, 
‘as at present) to oover. Peaue: Nevs and pasnhiets for the ensuing 
quarter; the combined rate for wix months would be 7s. (instead 
of 6s. 6d,), and. for one year, ids,6d, aimateens of les, 6d, 


In view of tne low price. of these nev publications, and 
. the appeal they will have for Peace News readers, we hope you 
wall. take advantage of. this offer, 


With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 


JOHN W, COWLING 
. ALAN STAN ILAND « 
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COMMITTEE * MRS NANCY RICHARDSON WALTER GRIFFITH CHARLES DIMONT 


Sy PACIFIST SERVICE UNITS 


S 
é =~ 6 Endsleich Street London WC1 ° Euston 5501 
gas. (Registered under the War Charities Act, 1940.) Treasurer: JACK CARRUTHERS 


November, 1942 


Mr. Jd. @. Hamer, 

secretary, Oswestry P.P.U. Group, 
51 Roft Street, 

Oswestry, Shropshire. 


Dear Mir. Hamer: 


I am sending you a copy of the second Annual Report 

of the Pacifist Service Units which has just been 
published. As you will see, it brings the story of 
the Units up to date and I hope it will therefore be 
of interest to members of the Oswestry Group. Perhaps 
you would be good enough to put it before them at your 
next meeting. 


If you would like to have further copies of this Report 
for distribution please let me know how many to send. 
We hope also to let you have our monthly News Letters 
which describe various aspects of our service and 
special events and developments; and here too, should 
you be able to make use of several copies, we shall be 
glad to arrange for you to have these regularly. 


A number of.groups in the past, wishing to hear more at 
first hand about the work of the Units, have asked us 
to send a speaker to one of their meetings. If at any 
time you would like to arrange such a meeting we should 
be very pleased to send someone to talk to you. 


With all good wishes to the Group, 


Yours sincerely, 


unease “3 


ORGANISING SECRETARY 
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This report relates to the fourteen full-time Pacifist Service Units, nine of which 
are established in London and one each in Liverpool, Manchester, Cardiff, Bristol 
and Sheffield. There are part-time Units in Swansea, Coventry, Birmingham, 


Gloucester, Woodford Green, Walthamston, Leytonstone and Hackney. 


T is now just over two years since the first Pacifist Service Unit was formed and, 
as might have been foreseen, the growth from one Unit of ten men to fourteen 
Units of eighty-two men and women has been neither easy nor regular, nor has 
it always been entirely what was expected. During the first year of their existence 

the Units, because Britain was being bombed, were almost continuously engaged in 
emergency work and in general had little time to consider what their position and 
contribution might be in a society where day-to-day lite was less unsettled. In this 
second year the ‘Unit members have had that opportunity and the change in the nature 
of the work undertaken by every Unit is not only a reflection of changed circumstances, 
but also a measure of every member’s increased understanding of the society we live in 
and the crisis in which it finds itself. 


The basic motive continues to be to render service to society 1n whatever seem 
the best ways open to pacifists in war and in peacetime. A natural and healthy develop- 
ment during the year has been the widening of the field in which Units seek to translate 
this ideal into deeds. 


At the end of their first year the Units, almost without exception, had been torced 
to consider the welfare of the children w ho crowded the shelters where they worked 
and constituted the most challenging problem. On medical aid rounds these children 
had been the most frequent patients : they slept in the shelters at night and played in 
the shelters during the day and it was clear that their health would deteriorate rapidly 
if they were not ev ventually got out. However, while the bombing of Britain continued, 
this was impossible, so clubs and play centres were. established in the shelters them- 
selves, partly to make it possible for adults to live there at the same time and partly for 
the children’ s well-being. These activities were originally begun by the local authorities 
and the experienced social service workers, and Unit members helped so tar as they 
could. Later, when bombing ceased and the shelters were closed, Unit members 
accompanied the clubs and centres to their new quarters. 


When the problem of ‘child weltare’ first contronted the Units, few members 
had any training, but by working with established organisations they were able to gain 
valuable experience. During the year they have worked with the L.C.C., The Save the 
Children Fund and many borough and private welfare bodies. These bodies at the 
outset welcomed members because of the shortage of personnel caused by the war, but 
later, in the light of experience, through their confidence in them. In one case a Unit 
member sits on the local Youth Committee and interviews the boys who come within 
the scope of the registration regulations, for it must be a constant concern of pacifists 
who work with young people to see that these regulations are fairly presented to them. 
[n another case a new Unit has been tormed to help the staff of the Nurseries for children 
directed by Anna Freud under the American Foster Parents Plan. These nurseries are 
responsible for about 100 children who, through war circumstances, are unable to be 
cared for at home. 


Having acquired this type of experience several Units began to teel that they had 
sufficient knowledge and confidence to start similar work on their own where they 
could apply the lessons they had learnt and try out fresh methods. For though the 
Nursery School, the play centres, children’s libraries and holiday camps run by Units 
do not differ to any great extent from other such activities, members feel that pacifists 
ought to be able to make new contributions to this kind of w ork. 


It was often found that the difficulties which Units met in their dealing with the 
children could only be overcome by making friends of the parents. In one case, long 
experience in evacuating children from London has not only led the Unit to make such 
friendships, but has also obliged them to undertake rehousing, care committee and 
case-work. In one part of the country in particular it was discovered that the burden 
of poverty and war-time regulations had in numerous cases so crushed the parents of 
large families that they were no longer able adequately to manage their affairs or take 
advantage of public services. In helping to restore these people’ s self-respect it was 
often realised that the lessons learnt from other organisations were inadequate, being 
too impersonal. Similar work is increasingly being taken up by other Units. 


In all this work which has brought Unit members into close contact with people 
it has been noticed more and more that the motives which inspire the work need careful 
scrutiny. The need tor, and usefulness of, Unit work during and after an air raid was 
evident to most people, but the purpose of the unspectacular and often monotonous 
work among children and people who seem unteachable is not always so apparent. 
From this work it has become clear to most members that social service in itself is 
frequently no more than a palliative and that the changes they would like to see can 
only come about as a result of a complete re-organisation of our present ill-balanced 
society. Few, however, feel contident that at this present stage of development, they 
have a full understanding of the ways in which these changes can be effected. Conse- 
quently, until there is a greater understanding, it has been felt that it would be foolish 
to attempt more than a gradual approach to a solution of the problems in a Unit’s own 
district. Where a Unit has been able to establish itself in a locality through intelligent 
neighbourliness and triendliness, it is thought that this is the best contribution it can 
make towards a saner social system and the most easily understood and positive expression 
of pacifism in the world as:it is at present. 


Turning trom the Units’ work with the people they live amongst to the members 
themselves, several changes have taken place in the past year. Because of the jobs 
the Units had to do, it became necessary for members to specialise i in certain branches of 
the work, which in the first place meant a great deal of study and training. It was not 
always easy to take this training and carry on a busy Unit life at the same time, but 
when the present needs were joined to a realisation of what the world was likely to be 
atter the war it was clear that every member ought not only to discover what he is best 
fitted to do, but also to equip himself to do it efficiently. Courses have been taken in 
psychology and other subjects concerned with people as individuals as well as in the 
more general social service work of clubs and play centres. It also has been found 
advisable to study the administration of the boroughs in which Units live, often because 
those amongst whom they work do not have this knowledge. 


A tew Units have turned much of their attention to medical training, feeling that 
emergency work caused by disease and starvation is likely to figure largely in Unit work 
after an armistice if not before. In certain cases they have co-operated with local 
authorities in the organisation and training of groups of men and women to deal with 


any possible outbreak of typhus. One Unit has specialised in scabies and diet research, 


while others have worked regularly in hospital wards, operating theatres and out- 
patients’ departments. 
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Though air raids have been fewer during the year, all Units still hold themselves 
teady to help once again if emergencies arise. Members are trained and equipped to a 
assist local first-aid and rest-centre schemes and to supply personnel for medical aid 
rounds if the public shelters are used. Thus during the severe raids on Bath earlier 
this year, P.S.U, was able to send men from London to help the Bristol Unit in relief 
work arising from these raids and they were able to give much-needed assistance to 
the W.V.S. in emergency canteen work. Training in fire-fighting and gas decontam- 
ination has also been taken by several Units. 


Many of the Unit members have now lived with one another for close on two 
years and have developed strong communal ties. In the earlier period when emergency 
work pressed so heavily there was little time to reflect on the nature of these ties, but 
with the change in direction of Unit work the Units became more aware of the communal 
aspect of their lives and sometimes in becoming aware became self-conscious. To-day, 
however, it is probably realised in every Unit that ‘ community’ is only a by -product 
of living and working competently in a group. With this realisation the tendency of 
each Unit to immerse itself in its own affairs and those of the immediate neighbourhood 
has been checked, and at the annual conference in July the suggestion that a quarterly 
meeting should be held so that members from all Units could meet to exchange know- 
ledge and discuss difficulties was welcomed. At the same time it was agreed that the 
annual conference ought to be a more comprehensive gathering, including not only 
members of full-time and part-time Units, but also subscribers and friends who, because 
of their interest and support, are an essential part of the service movement. 


In two years the Pacifist Service Units have been in a state of continued develop- 
ment. Mistakes have been made, but in general the members have shown themselves 
aware of the changing circumstances of the world in which they are trying to create 
a living pacifist organism. If the present level of awareness is maintained it is felt 
that the Units can with some confidence meet the challenge of the coming year. 


FINANCE 


Throughout the past year P.S.U. has been kept on its course only by sailing close 
to the financial wind. On several occasions disaster seemed inevitable, but somehow 
the danger always passed, and the end of the year finds P.S.U. still safely afloat. If 
it had not been tor the comparative steadiness of financial support over a long period 
we might never have survived. It is not necessary to tell once again how we set out 
knowing the dangers that might lie ahead, how we took risks which we felt were justified 
by the ends we seek, how we relied on faith when caution would have left us becalmed. 


For we knew we should be known by our works and that if the works we wrought 
were too closely governed by financial considerations of safety, little of value could 
be achieved, whereas our future income-producing capacity depended upon work as 
great in quality and quantity as faith and circumstance could achieve. If we had a pound 
and needed to use it we did not argue that the work should be cut down so that a few 
shillings could be put aside for the next day’s use. We used every penny of the pound 
and trusted that the work done would be such as to commend P.S.U. to those who 
might help us with funds. That was our original policy and we have not deviated 
from it during the past year. 


In actual fact we could not have pursued any other policy recently, tor the chance 
of maintaining even the cash balance necessary for immediate use has at times been 
partially denied. ‘That is not the fault of sponsors and subscribers, tor they have played 
their part in the P.S.U. partnership with the greatest regularity, generosity and even 
self-denial. Nor is it the fault of Unit members (the expenditure-partners), tor their 
sense of responsibility for the use of P.S.U. funds cannot be denied. It is they, of 
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course, who are the principal sufferers when funds are short, for it may mean the post- 
ponement of clothes purchases or the deferment of arrangements for adequate holiday 
money. Undoubtedly the main responsibility rests with the office and committee 
partners. Funds from new sources must be raised; the work of P.S.U. must be made 
more widely known. That is more easily said than done. The rise in cost of living, 
which has caused Unit expenditure to increase and contributed more than any other 
factor to our financial stringency, also makes it difficult for our well-wishing friends 
to dip their hands into their pockets. 


In the circumstances the committee-pattners have felt that payment should be taken 
for services rendered wherever possible. Units have been urged to give their con- 
sideration to the matter, but it has been made clear that the question of payment should 
be secondary to the social value of the service. Unit members do not themselves 
receive salaries, nor are they employed by those for whom service 1s undertaken. In 
all cases the remuneration is received by or passed on to P.S.U. As the past year is the 
first in which payments for services rendered have amounted to any considerable sum, 
it might prove interesting to make a short analysis :-— 


Fire Guard services at Unit quarters, rest centres, etc. . P £382 
Services at nurseries, play-centres and youth clubs - Ka Ks 360 
Services as hospital orderlies. dressers, etc. = _ 200 
Various services undertaken tor charitable, pacifist or other bodies a 171 
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The total income is slightly over {5,000, so that about one-fitth is derived from 
services as distinct from various classes of donations. That proportion may vary during 
the coming year, but it may be said on the one hand that P.S.U. is always on guard 
not to under-cut or perform work gratuitously where payment is recognised, and on 
the other hand that there is no intention of letting urgent need or socially constructive 
service suffer by undertaking less valuable but remunerative work. 


Little need be said regarding expenditure except to repeat that the cost of living 
is rising and that betore any great extension of personnel 1s possible the needs of the 
present Unit members must be satisfied. We would like to raise pocket money to 7/6 
a week; we would like to fix an adequate annual clothing allowance ; we would like 

» give more substantial holiday allowances. There is much talk of ‘ austerity’ this 
fe utility > that, but very few are required to make greater sacrifices 1n their standard 
of living than those voluntarily accepted by Unit members. Though the figure for 
maintenance of Unit members may look big, it is in fact not big enough. 


What about the future? There is little that can usetully be said. Arrangements 
are being made to make P.S.U. more widely known, but, as at all previous times, our 
prospects are founded only upon the quality and value of the services we can undertake 
and the response evoked thereby. 


Committee : 
\\ ALTER GRIFFITH, STEPHEN Morris, CHARLES DIMONT, 
Mrs. NANCY RICHARDSON 
Organising Secretary, DUNCAN CHRISTIE. 


Treasurer, |ACK CARRUTHERS. 


PACIFIST SERVICE UNITS 


INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
30TH JUNE, 1942. 
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To Maintenance, Clothing é By Sponsorships and £ { 
and other Expenses Subscriptions 7 ee 
of whole-time Unit ~ eoeetIogs. .. a ee 
Members .. ne 4,675 ,, Unit Members’ Con- 
,, Motor Van Expenses. 107 tributions ss 182 
,, CENTRAL OFFICE ———«s«« 4,121 
EXPENSES : ,, services Rendered .. 1,113 


Salary, National In- 

surance and Office 

Workers’ Expenses. 139 

Postages .. Fi 

Printing, Duplicat- 

ing and Stationery. . 52 

Committee & Staft 

Travelling Expenses 54 

General Expenses 

and Audit Fee ae 48 

ere 392 

., Excess of Income over 

Expenditure for the 

vear, as per Balance 

Sheet “— - 6o 


£55234 {5,234 
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BALANCE SHEET, 301TH JUNE, 1942. 


LIABILITIES. f£ £ : ASSETS. £ 3 
CREDITORS > cs 73 CasH at Bank and In 
Loans (Free of Interest). . 57 Hand .. os es 100 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE Loan (Free of Interest). . 25 
ACCOUNT : DEBTORS : 
As at 30th June, 1941.. 89 Services Rendered .. 121 
Add Excess of Income Sundry a pe 9 
over Expenditure tor aie 130 
the yeartodate 60 PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE .. 23 
— 149 Moror VANs (exclusive 
of gifts or loans) 
As at 30th June, 194 5 
Te - 5 
FURNITURE AND EQUIP- 
MENT (exclusive of gifts 
or loans) .. is 
As at 30th June, 1941 .. 
£279 £279 
NOTE.—The above Balance Sheet and the Income and Expenditure Account exclude the 


affairs of Units financed without appeal to the public, 7.e.,— 
(a) A whole-time Unit engaged in medical research assistance and financed by a research institute. 
(b) A whole-time Unit undertaking normal Unit service and supported by a group of friends. 
(c) All part-time Units. 


We have examined the Balance Sheet of Pacifist Service Units as at 30th June, 1942, as above 
set forth. We have received all the information and explanations that we have required and in 
our opinion the Balance Sheet is properly drawn up so as to show a true and correct view of the state 
of the Units’ affairs according to the best of our information and the books produced to us. 

24/26, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C.2. REYNOLDS, ADAMS anp LAKE, 
6th November, 1942. Chartered Accountants. 


The support of those who believe in 
the value of our work has alone made 
possible what we have done in the 
past. The future also depends largely 
on you. If you think P.S.U. should 
go on, send us a donation or a regular 
small sum month by month. By doing so 
you become part of the service movement 
for the subscriber is as vital to our 
efforts as the man who does the work. 


PACGISCIisY BER VICE Unie 


(Registered under the War Charities Act, 1940.) 


6, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. Telephone: EUSton 5501 


Bdgar G. Dunstan & Co., Drayton House, Gordon Street, London, W.C.I. 
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OXFORD PEACE GROUP. a yy” 


(Constituent Societies - Anrlican Pacifst Fellowship,Fcellowship 
of Reconciliation, Pax, Peace Pledse Union. ) 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER Sth, 1942, at 5.50epem. 
at the 
FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 115, HIGH STREST. 


SPMAKER - VISS MURIEL LESTER. 
(Secretary of International F.o.R.) 


SUBJECT - SOME LEADING PERSONALITIES IN 
THE INDIAW SITUATION TO-DAY. 


To be followed by toa (pleasc bring own food). 
Collection to defray expenses. 


Marjorie G.Colman,(Hon.Scc. ) 
coe, Woodstock Road,Oxford. 


KING'S LYWii PRAC CnOU 
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BULL:GLN Wo 4~Feb-liarch '40 
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75> Tennyson Avenue, 
King's Lynn 
Noriolk,. 
Dear i'riend, 
in present circumstances, because many poesle are 
cary oi the war, great oovortunities arise for Pacifists 
cs oF diresting peovles! thogght into constructive 
ances of snewing them how to put these thoughts into 
icn must efiect our rulers. Are we able to do this? 
pels ourselves for tnese tasks we needa to tcach 
| every aspect of the situation. Then we shall 
thane into words, anc to back them with facts, 
Split our membership up inbo small groups. With 
tne first named member in cach group two 
pamp lets and a “List of the members of + ro-pe We ask for your 
coop6fation in reading the pemphiets yourself, and in pass 


passing them 
on to the —— on the perneps be given 
to 5 O0MC int 


‘ outside our ranks. If 
you can use PB im this way then »:lsase write to me and I can 
obtain then I Ouse AL ANtecrveis we shall send rounc pamphlets 
touching, on all sides of current prblems,. We shal]. be glad to hear 
comments or Lt1cisn: 
oy Dr Alex Wood 
was woll atte yell a nt all the local 
papers. Since tnon we have hac. one macetving vyhen tro Londoners 
who are yhoir. Tr started work on 
the lane at Torringtc ing welcome nev ae save us oaners 
on " Why m a " an intcresting discussion followed, from 
which it a) a that for most of us Pacifism was but 2 vart of 
our Cnristian belicerl. We felt that a peaceitul world would only be 
obtained as Christianity was morea nd more lived out in everyday 
aitairs, and brought into action in every sice of life. 
Under the auspices of the Methodist Peace }ellowship 
. Public iicéting in the Tower St Church was addressed on Moncay 
yebruary 26th by the Kev Henry Carter,C.ieE. Hiis theme * The 
Church in War-time" was built around Paul's teaching, that the Church 
was the body of Christ. The Church should bow to no autnority but 
that of its own Head, should recognise no rulc but that of God. 
The Church was not a possession or ony one country and we were 
wron, to speak of the ® Church of “land"-ye ought to think of 
the Church in wnglana. One ol the dutics of Christians in war-time 
was that ol prayin,, so that mon or the icsx Side could pray the 
same words to the same God. Wnen pceuac ame we needed to have a 
conference of Churchmen mesting at the same time as the conference 
of states..en, prayin, 1% ane advising the latter. Then we might 
have a better chence obtaining a real and Christian »veace. 
future wostinas are slanned for March Sth and, probably, 
March 29th. We hope that one of them vill be the occasion of a 
isit from represcntatives of the League of Nations Ynion, and 
of someone qualificc to speak on Federal Union, so that we may 
discuss what the nature of the fature world needs to be as regards 
its forms of orzanisation. 

Do .rite to me to lect me know of any activities in your 
district which make for pceacc, or which are provocative ena Waz- 
like. To keep in touch with Pacifist thought read "Peace News" 
bg only costs 2d per week, or “The Christian Pacifist" which 

sts 3/6 a year, and may be obtained through the Fellowship of 
Rescaelliation. 17 Red Lion Square, London, W-C.1l. 


O 
f 


Yours sincerely, 


4 ~ 
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2°. HEC 1942 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF REGIONAL SECRETARIES. 
National Organising Secretary: Donald C. Bentley, 1 Lyddon Terrace, Leeds 2 


*LONDON AND SOUTH-EASTERN—Willy Begert, 53, Primrose Hill 
Gardens, London, N.W.3. Monthly mncthiie Ist Friday i in the month. 
CAMBRIDGE—Vacant. 
OXFORD—Harvey Dunkley, Home Close, Eden Drive, Headington, Oxford 
a Burston, “ Wyncuil,’’ Enmore, Bridgwater, 
erset. 
*BIRMIN 7 amg wed Keight, Brantwood, Orphanage Road, Erdington, 
*GAINSBOROUGH—Herbert Asquith, 7, Northholme, Gainsborough. 
LINCOLNSHIRE—Miss C. M. Hargrave, The High School, Gainsborough, 
Lincs. 
vn iar Grace Stephen, 50, Serpentine Road, Wallasey, 
eshire. 
MANCHESTER—Miss Dorothy Dewhirst, ‘‘ Brantwood,” 117, Cavendish 
Road, Kersal, Manchester, 8. 

LEEDS AND DISTRICT—Wilf. Milner, 1, Lyddon Terrace, Leeds 2 
Weekly tea at 5-30 p.m. Wednesdays at 1, Lyddon Terr., Leeds, 2. 
HUDDERSFIELD Miss Dorothy Brook, Winsford, Longley Lane, Hudds. 

SHEFFIELD—Miss Irene Gay, 16, Bents Green Avenue, Sheffield, 11. 

TYNESIDE—Miss Cynthia Russell, ‘‘ Hazeldene,’’ Copley, Bishop Auckland. 

DARLINGTON—Miss Spurway, The Training College, Darlington. 

*NORTH-WESTERN—Henry Rablen, High Moor House, Wigton, 
Cumberland. 

SCOTLAND—Dr. Kathleen Lyon, 21, William Street, Dundee. 

WALES—Alan Taylor, Woodlands, LanPark Road, Pontypridd, Glamorgan. 


*New Addresses. 
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Plaasé pay now and on Fi OBES 


further notice, the sum of f An Individual. Teacher. 
Bank, Ltd., Woodhouse Lane, Les coe, for the credit of Int 


to 
Voluntary Service for Peace. ee eon Ate 


* = 


Ce, RT LORE ner 


’ a/ves/ee’ 
\ ~--B---@---—~ —S— RS/TES/TT v¥N \/ 


Subscription (Minimum 2/6). ..... General Work £._. 
Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) .. 
Address .. 


Date.. a 


Note: —All cheques, P.O.'s, etc., should be crossed and made payable to 
International Voluntary Service for Peace. 
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USWA 2 FSS Oo GROUP 


( P.P.U. and ¥.0.R. ) 
PROGRAMITZ tor December 1942 and January,«ebruary,March 19434, 


Dec.12th. (Sat.) at DUNROMIN, Bobo..en : TALK anc Discussion. 
Err per er geo our “present necds anc. conditions. " 
Rev. ‘. Jd. Jones, Llanrhaiadr. 


Dec. e1ste Mon.) at! wWLoY, Oswestry: Discussion on Chante 
ee ; “Pac Inmulse to Doninate",. 
Galily rogers. 


Jan. 2nc. (Sat.) SOCIAL GATISRING - to be arrancec by 
‘largaret Scriven. (at DUNO.) 


Jan.18th. (jfon.) at HSIGETLIY : TOPICAL vISCUSSIOKN, 


Fob. Sth. (Sat.) at DUMKONIN : TALK and DISCUSSION. 
‘Freecon, Love and Truth" Ree. Innocent. 


Fob, 15th. (lion. ) at HoIGTL3Y: TALK and DISCUSSION, 
iC.? Andre's" Joan Sivann. 


Mar. Sth. (Sat.) at DUNKOIMIN : TALK and DISCUSSIOi. 
Subject to be announcccd, Ws Ba Arthurs. 


Mar, L5tin. (Mon, ° at LeiGnTLsy ; TALK anc DISCUSSIO:, 
"Tolstoy" J.P.“illians. 


Mar. 27th. (Sete) at DUNROMIN: Grou» Annual General ilectins. 


The Saturday mectings at Dunromin ill commence 
at Spm, anc the present “picnic-tea" arrangements <ill continue. 
(Di einks - ill be provided:mombers bring their own sandwiches and 
si. 


ccteninzs) The Heightley me otinss will commence at 7-350 pr. 


A questionnaire . ill be circulated to all menbcrs 
course, concerning the dcvotional aspect or our mectinzs. 
meantime, the present arrangement will continuc, subjcct 
anendment that may be agreed upon by the group. 


The chairman ror vach mecting is to be apnvolinted 
he previous: group mecting. 


News of livadle Park Settlement will be given at 
cach Seturday mecting. Hembers are carnestly requested to give 
their support to a "Bring-and-Buy Salo“ and a Jumble Salc, which 
arc being held in Manchestcr on Jan. 15th. 1945, in aid of the 
Myddle Park gencral runds. 
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Treasurer: Doris Pratley, Vice~ Chairman: Vercaret Vheelex. 


omerset i | 
~ ala PSOne a , Group Representatives John Wheeler. 
Beorevervé= Ghcriecs Porm: = Peace News! | Brnest Web, 
495 Hien Road; | _--Geerstar, a4 3) Delfield eaVENUO, 
Harrow Weald. ne . MOPSOW TWehLG. 
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FOR YOUR Saturday, 19th September at 7.enemte John and Narcaret 


DIARY “Sheeler invite you to a musical eveninc at 65, Greystoke 


mah 


Avenue (off George V avenue) in «id of the Dick Shep pard 
Fouse Fund. Please bring one record with vou ! 


Wednesday ry 30th Septemoer at 7 456d eile 
llarlborousch Hili, vealcstone. 6a cg 
Saturday, ord October at 6.50.nD.n1. 
Duy Sale" at Friends' eeting > House, nayners 


; 
» 


—™ e) £40 Lh Ww 
nonexenbers welcome. laurice gape i 
mxhidit some of his aati wee which will ‘uriel 
ee welcones any suggestions or offers of help to make the day 4 


cess. ‘le dGenend on this evént to help considerably the Dick 
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mmie white vy ao, ea a ‘Jeelds 


iz months f * i e medical examinat 
mvood Scrubpbs | 
Len Shew sot 6 months at slbans 1 he sane offence 
in Bedford Gaol, 
Although Harry Taylor does not live in this district 

we fecl sure that friends will oe interested to imnow 

released from vrison after servings his third sentence. 

wornwood Scrubyds he met Yed ASpleyard who was at 

Secretary for this group. Ted Apnvoleyard and his 


hostel wardens under the Priends! Var Victims Relief Comzuittee. 


A number of somen C.0.'s in Harrow are refusing 
for compulsory Pire Watchins. 


LAIVASION At the last eroun meetings we started our discussion on 
invasion, based on the memorandun  ~repared a Nati onal 
Council by Constance braithwrite and cistriduted to menb for Croup 
Giscussion. ie are asied to send in our "findings" as answers to the 
cuestions asized before 2oth Octover so tulas Headcuarte make a 
report. it is therefore important for us. to sive this aks tte r our Tull 
consideration and a copy of the memorandum can + obtained from the 


Secretary if any member is not already acquaint. . ‘ith it. 


GROUP The sixth Annual General Uceting of the Grown vill be held 
AeGelie early in Novenber, the dcte will be announced lator. IM 
he rieantinoe the Seerctary will vo elLad to reccive nomin-=- 
etions for officers for the conins year. Please ascertain that your 
nominees are willing to serve in the capacity norminated. The existing 
officers cre given at the head of these notes. The office of Chairaan 
is et present “vecant owing to the death of Bill Grayer. 


“f or 
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We offer ot sincere thanks to Mrs. Grnyer Tort. is’ ae 
generous gift of books to the librer:.. LG WD eit Jes Rae Lora. es 
rts 5 > eh*10° 138% tnen is ! Grogs ~ The Power of Non-V -- nee! whies ms." be of 


gsneci.al Ynteraae to us at-this time while we arc: Be —e fiepiee 
invasion problem in relation to pecieaner A | eS 


SL ed — — 


Readers will be surprised to hear that Wilfred Grnadord,’ until 
recently Cheirman of Harrow Fellowship 6f Reconciliation and the George 
Lansbury Fellowship, has joined the Navy. We wit sh him welds and hops _ 
that he returns safely. : 
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ERRATULI. In our last issue it was stated, in error, that Bill Graver 
had been unconditi onelly registered as a 0.0. by Fulham 
Tribunal. He wes, ‘in faet, registered as a C.0. on the 
condition that he did A.R.P. er Agricultural Work. 


KRY The Secretcry is quite thrilled by the receipt of stampe 
anveopee Se08 ee members to whom Group Notes are 
nosted and is getting into the good books of the . 

kecping the postage account downs but we rather think he 
one of Cherles Dickens works cnd is hoping for more. 


‘ i. Shy - % 
rey 


oa “HARROW GROUP’ PEACE PEEDOR UNION q 
oe taehna inv neu it~ nes rigestachdbeotsan-sesmcr- ‘sai 1942 
a : is Bra’ Ley, 200% Vise Chad smgn t: Margaret: Wheeler. 


"? Group Representa: -ve3 John Wheéiler: 


Secretary: Chariés Norman,:-"Peace;News" Hrnest webb, 
cet 495 High. Road, rae Beore tary 6 Bellfield. Avenue, 
~ Harrow: Weald. OP ae ike Harrow Weaid ) 
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Saturday, 24th ao sober at 8 3 Marlborough } 
. (near DelleS. 
ANNUAL GENERAI, ‘MEETING ol HARROW GRO 
SodO eDeMs Reading. of Memorial to Willian Greyer, 
Reporta by ~ecvetary 


; TOL ¥ ie 
Liege Oi" 4 es a 


) "Peace News" Secretary, 
SEE Group Representatives i* 
‘covies of these rea ports Are obt ARinable from thé” 

A,30.n.m.- Tea (Please bring a little mi lk 

with you). 
Election of Officers: Chairman 
Vice-Uhairman. 
Secretary. 
Treasurer 
" Peace 
Group | 3¢ 
fon. on "The propose ed Armistice : 
2d, oy Robers Kins, Chairman oF Lo G 
i summed up by Fred Comben. 
7TeS0eDeMe lapbrox.) closs. 


We hope to see as many ‘members as possible 

N.B. Nominations for Officers for the comtn: 

sent to the Secre tary,—-siter ascertaining th: ne nominee 
is wiiling to serve in:the capacity named. Plcese do not 

leave the responsibility of king minations to someone 

All the existing: OFFS CSrs vetir nad ere eligible Tor re~- 

election. The office. of Chairman i aes 7 nt oy 

to Bill Grayer's dea th. 


ae ae 
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Saturdey™ 31st October at Friends 
De DMs pte O.pDem. D. DICK SHEPPARD Pil ‘ 
Speeches by Sir Hugh Roberton, Lor onsonby ar 
Play reading by Laurence Housme nh. Sabor Pegs 
soncs written and accompanied by Benjamin vLrivgten. 
Strindverg's "Raster" will be performed by ‘the Ade elphi- 
Players. ~ Admission by programuie 1/-, obtainable at th 
door or from the Group Secretary. IN AID OF" THis DICK 

SHEPPARD Hot SH FU 1D fen eo 


. Wednesday, Leth Novomber ‘at. 7.40.p.m. Group Meeting at above 
address. 
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NEWS OF C.0S. Jimmy White and Len Shaw have beon released after 
successfully appealing from prison. They have botn been 
conditionally registered as C.0s. We congratulate them on their scand. 
Fred Comben was given "Non-Combatant” at Fulham and is 
appealing. : 
Ws near oe naid Ba: Ashi reé is well and serving his 
sentence cheerfully. He be reloased shortly before Christmas. 
Owen Pewae is now working, at Mount Vernon Hospital, 
Northwood with 10 other C.0s. | 
; gohn and Margeret Wheeler wish to thank members of the 
Group who so kindly contributed to a wedding present for them. They have 
bought a water colour of Islay by. Maurice Rowntree. 


mies 


FOOD RELIEF £1.2.0. has so far been received by the Treasurer in 

response to the self denial appeal. Half of collections 
are given to the Greek Red Cross to buy food for starving Greece, and 
half to the Food Relief Campaign. 


EDITORIAL Joan Caws has asked to be relieved of the Bditorship of 
Group Notes and the job of looking after the Group Library 
: she is studying for an examination. We thank her for the hard werk 
16 has put into both these jobs. A volunteer to undertake this work 
sought by the Secretary. 


TRRASURERIS REPORT. 


YUSRLY STATHWENT OF ACCOUNTS. 
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Sek ieee oe. Se de 
Trustees of No.8. Marlboro! 
Hill (ia de oe 4. 4. 6. #Subscriptions 


INCOME 


London Area Profits from 
idlesex Regional Peace NewS... | OD» 


——_ 
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fares for A.G.M.. For Food Relief 2. 
Fiesis Electior 
bape Wie ill _ Brought Forward 

from 31/10/41. S16 38. 


Food Rélief Campaign.... 
4 p +5 ~ ev Re ae 


Balance in hand at 14.l 


4 


On the recommendation of the London Arca organisation the Group 

decided to adopt the Nottingham Scheme for the allocation of its money 

Liseted month by month. By this scheme 60% of each month's income 
‘s sent to the London Area Treasurer, who retains 25% for the use of the 
irea and forwards the remaining 35% to Head Office for Head Quarters 
“unds. This scheme is experimental, but the Harrow Group has been 
allocating its funds in this WAY since April 1942 and so far the 
pereentegs reconmended seems to be satisfactory. The success of the 
SING COD" 1ds eee y on the number of regular subscriptions that are 


“ne 7 
we. & J ww 4 
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The Treasuror takes pleasure in announcing the success of our 
cfforts in connection with the Dick Sheppard House Fund. We aimed at 
210., but up to date the Trensurcr has in hand £17.4.4d. Of that amount 
£5.0e4d. was raised as a rosult of the Social and Sale on Srd October: 
anc the remaining £9.4.0d. by donations and the »nrocecods of two msical 
evenings. ; 


Doris Pratley, 
TREASURER. 
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AN “UAL REPORT 


, iL, Norton Way North. 
Dear Friend, 

During the past year we have menuged to maintain our 
regular weekly meetings despite severe weather, blackout and long 
working hours. The snirit of good fellowship whicn 1s so eviacnt 
and the increasing number of active members gives us caso Ion. 
consratulation. Many who can only attena meetings inirequently sena 
us messages of support, and respond to our requests Lor letters to 
¥.F.8. Etc. On Vital issiics. 

The Getchworth Group now belongs to the Cambriage hegion 
ana the East Anglian Arcdé ard we hone in the Lutute to tike Our shale 
in consolidating and extending 1ts strength. Ye NeVe Mailntulnea 
friendly contact with neighbouring groups, Members O1 which hive 
attended and spoken.at our mectings. 
| The Subjects of the ‘discussion’ evenings nave shown «a 
wide Giversityv of interest and we have hid one or two Llignter social 
gatherings including Dlay readings. There is not space in tunis 
Bulletin to enumerate thi subjects and speakers which of course Nive 
already been notea in ourmonthly bulletins. 

Some Of the vital and urgent 185ucs which hive haa to be 
dealt with both nationally and Locally auring the past twelve months 
ur € Controlled } Oo Reliet, Gas We rfare, Inaix, Pewce Alms una the 


-——— = = eee ame er OCF ~——— § ee ee ee 


73° 


Atlintic Dessaration, ae Bxvension OL Conscription ana Nigat Bombing. 
We Nave supyvecr rted ‘the lead piven ov- tne Fetional Council on the 
subjects underlinéd by writing litters ana Senaing telegrems to 
Cabinet Ministers, M.P.s., Broadcasting House ana tne Local Press, 
and by distributing literature. The question of VYoutn Registration 
and service with its onportunity for sociinl «ana educution.l work of 
the highest value, but its possibilities of misuse must, I think, 
command our attention in the near future, as well as the subjects of 
‘Freedom for India' and Fegotintion for an Arrnistice. 

l cannot close this report witnout en anpreclation of thet 
Service which Mr. YVestover as chairman ana Miss Ray «ana Miss Lake «as 
Treasurers hive given to this groun, .na to thank them tor their 
promise. of continued heln when needed. We «.1s0 Fegret the Lact tnut 
we Shall soon be losing the Invaluable services of ir. -auna iirs Jonn 
Yardley who heve been members since the inuuguration ol the Letchwortn 
Group. 


If, however, members will relly round as loyally «ws they 
have done in the past vear it is felt thit cesplite the Likelihood of 
more rigorous times for all, the continuous blenaling of laccs, hiurmony 
of idézls and diversity of witness will enable us still to ciicct 
progress towards the kind of world we all wisn to See. 

Doris M,Balrett. 


Otficers for 1$42-19435 


President My .A.7.Brunt J. 651, Gernon Roua. 
Chairma My. $S.¥.Paimer 67, Norton hoad. 
Vice-Chairmen. Mr. > Mylles 44, Vest Vicw. 
Mr .&.Berrett. 
Secretary. N.M, Barrett li, Norton Way North. 
Organisiftg Secy. Miss K.Naish. St. Christopher's Scnool. 
Liter: ture SECV., 7, Vnite 6l, Bulaocx Roaa. 
Treasurer. Mr .A.Snith 56, Norton Ro«d. 
Peace News. Mr. EF.BRerrett C/fo.l1l, Norton Way North. 
Group Members. Mr. VF, Plawn 47, Bytton Avenue. 
Mrs.R,Powell L110, Vilbury Rowd 
Mr... Shackloth 75, Soring Road. 


FINANCE 


The Audited Statement of Accounts for the veur is available for in- 

.Spection by any member, It shows that, loeally at least, the P.P.U, 
ls ‘still solvent. . 

The Tmergency Fund for C.0's. nas mid one Cccill On It Guiding the yer 
ena if further cmergencles snoula arise Peter Mylles will ask ior 

more contributions. 


; 


* €6.0s' Advisory Bureau 

we The Letchworth ind Hitchin Aavisory BUL Gi, working, together aS the 
North Herts C:0s" Committe:r:, hive helped 54°C.05. At the Loc. 
Tribun.l,.4 hove obtained Unconaition:..t exemption, Se COnaltioniul, 
ll, Yon-combatent scrvice, sna 7 hove been Lremovea. Prom tie C.08.. 
Register, Of 15 appesls, & ewe been successiul ond 7 awe been 
dismissed, Por refusing Medical Bxamini.tion (pz eliminury to militiry 
brvicec.), 3 hive been to prison ond l Linca. 
Ous Maintenance Pund is still solvent: no Local cusses hive yet ha to 
draw upon it, but unadcr the pooling arrangements We mVe Fesponaca to 
c.ilis from the Bast Anglian region... Duna. Ali our C,08 ate in 
tmployment. | | 


S.97.Padmer. 


Jud t. — 
The pudlications received regularly during the year Nave Deen, 

The Adclvhi, The Christian Pacifist, Civil Liberty, The C.5.0.0, 
Bulletin, of which the first two are passea rouna to members iInterestea, 

The publicntions of the Central Socrd for C,.0.8 Bave Deen many 
ima intcresting, ind they hove sola feirly stcaaily. wxApLinautions 
Of the Legal position unaer tne verious i.cts und regulitions for 
military service hve been more popudit thon pamphlets about puwcifisn. 
Several substanti:t books, such as Dr. Reldcen's Pax Caristl, una 
Comunity in a ch nging Yorla hive Deen oraer cd by Inaliviau..d Members, 
in aadition to conics bougnt for tne Library. 

Twelve dozen conics oF *RPuminc’, most ot which were alstribdutec 
irce, have been pald for out of the Liternture Puna auring tie year, 
The amount in hana is 13s. 6a. 


Winitrcda White. 


The circulation oF Peaajet Vews haus risen, tin total aistribution 
now being 75 copies, but I feel thet -tnere is stil. plenty of scope 
for improving on this tigure. In this connection, in view of tie 
T-.ct thit a Lighter pa per is to be used, Munyvy more COples OL P.N,. 
cin be printcd ana Hendoquarters are asking us to inelu.se sules by 
as Mony «8 possible. 

The Linencial year of Pence News docs not end until Jecember 
ana to date there is a balance of approxim.tely &&. 

In conclusion, I sincerely thank the distributors wno have all 
Nelpca me in every possible wav. 

Ernest Berrett, 


ORGANIS SATION 
There were 908 attenaaunces at the 44 meeting 3 Nela since lust A.G.if. 
giving an average attendence or 20. 
There are nearly 120 bulletins dé Live. reG every month by 14 
aqistributors,. 
ifember silip Oct. igv4l. 1.4 
New. . . 
Resigned 
Moved wey 


Oct... L942 L29 
Mo Katherine Naish. 


PrACh COUrCIN Nelegate's Report 

The Council has met once & month except in June ona July when in 
aadition to the regular meeting er’ Nee © eee garacn Meeting. 
The average attendence at mectings wos 13, 

Resolutions passed include one on the D:.ily Worker Bin ana one on 
Food Relicf for Occupicd Countrics. Some of OUF Members Neve taken 
un active pert in the work of the Letehnwoitnh Comiittes for War Fumlne 
Relicf., 

Th. Natlionil Peace Council has issucd a pamphlet caulica “The 

War ana the Peace" which is an «unpeal Yor ae constructive policy. It 
contains 4 statement on the subject whicn the various affriliatea 
boaqies are asked to endorse. - | | 


By), 
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PEACE PUSDGE UNION LETCHYO RTH BRANCH Or Sales MM: 
, Norton Way North. 
28th. Oct. 1942. 


Denar Friend, 

Once « month we are changing our type of mecting in 
response to requests from members who feel the need of a more intim.te 
meeting occasionally. 

This meeting will take tne form of;- 

(1) <A discussion on some subject of personel concern Opened by 

“4 member of our own group. (See meeting for Nov. 25.) 

Group Letter Topics discussed, or, 

Sub-division of members into sia.ll groups to daiscuss matters 

atfiecting the Group or indiviaui.ls of the Group. 

I shall always be vnleased to hear of members who woula be willing to 

Open any Of these aiscussions or who auve wuny topic tney woula iixe 
agiscussea, There must be many who have a ‘concern’ about some subject. 


NOVEMBER MANTINGS 
All meetings are hela at ‘Howglills' on Wednesdays at & o'clock. 


Nov, 4th. FEDERAL UN LON by Davia Fryd of Welwyn Garaen City. 


Nov. lltn, INDIA - the Political Aspect. Mr. ¥W.J.Beck, Letchworth. 


Nov. l&th, A_ HOLIDAY SPENT IN COMMUNITY Stanley Westell of Welwyn. 


Nov. 25th. INVASION Niscussion of a paumpniet on tnis subject - 
Opened by Svanev Palmer 


INDIA Our thoughts during the month will be chiefly airccted to Indla 
(x, B. Nov.11) as we are vroposing to help National Gouncil in their 
“Cempulgn for the Freedom of India“. <Any suggestions you have to ofier 
Will be welcomed by the Executive Committee, 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE APFHAL 
TOTAL AMOUNT COLLECTED BY OUR GROUP £20 - 10 - O 


THANK YOU. 


If by any chance your envelope has not been collected, I shall be 
glad to receivecit to send up to Headquarters. 
Yours sincerely, 
Doris M. Barrett. 


PEACE PLEDGE UWNTITOWNR 
9 ae Ipswich Group 


os ¢ %e\Nur 


ve Enclosed is a notice of a Public Meeting to be addressed 
by Dr. A. D. Belden, at the Church Institute, Tower Street, on 
Tuesday, 30th April. at 7.50 p.m. Please do. your best: to come. 
and to make the meeting widely known. 


The local Group of the Peace Pledge Union meets every 
Tuesday evening at the Friends Meeting House, Fonnereau Road, 
at 7.50. You are invited to come along. The following is 
the programme up till the end of June:- 


April 50th (At Church Institute) Public Meeting Dr.A.D.Belden 

Hay 7th Federal Union - Wr. N. Collinson 

May 14th No iieeting 3 | 2 

May 2list Matters affecting C. 0.8 

May 28th Pacifism and Comparative Religions - Mr. S. Allin 

June: 4th Juvenile Delinquency - Coun. S. C. Grimwade, J.P. 
(Chairman,Ipswich Juvenile Court) 

June lith General Business Meeting 

June 18th C.0.8s Meeting 

June 25th Pacifism and Psychology - Rev. J.C.G.Burton, M.A. 


a _—_— = _ —_— ee ee, eel — ef. 


It is propose@ to hold a Week-end School of the Ipswich 
(and possibly) Colchester Groups of the P.P.U. at thePACIFIST 
CENTRE, THE OAKS, LANGHAM, COLCHESTER, on Saturday and Sunday 
the 25th and 26th May. Lectures and Discussions will be arranged. 
Lecturers (probably) Max Plowman and Middleton Murry. 
Cost per head for tea, supper, bed (dormitory generally) on 
Saturday, breakfast,dinner, tea on Sunday 17/6 for more than 
20, 10/- for less than 20. So please make it more than 20. 
If you would like to attend, please let me know as early as 
possible, in any case by the 15th Ma so that Food Control 


piceenege wala . 


difficulties may be.overcome. 


~——-_ eee SP CF Cj! Cee es eS ~~ wt a a 


We are endeavouring to compile a register of C.0.s in 
the Ipswich District. Will you please put any C.O. you may 
happen to know in touch with our P. P. U. Group ? 


— a 


The Group now hes eae supply of Monthly Collecting Cards 
through which members may make regular subscriptions, (suggested 
6d per month) to finance the work of the P.P.U. nationally, 
locally, and also in the Regional Committee. This Scheme is 
recommended by Headquarters, and is working successfully in 
many areas. If you would like a card please let us know, 


14, Weymouth Rd. Ipswich. M.WHITMORE, Hon. Sec. 
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PRACHE PLEDGE Uh ION LTOHVORTH baANCH 
ll, horton Yay horta. 
“) Lec. 194. 


Dear Friend, | LG 
In our first 1945 Bulletin I want to extend to you & Warm 
welcome to our weekly meetings. It yOu-ise unable to Mect with us, 
We are always Z1li.d to hear vour views .na to receive Sug lestions ubout 
our ‘Luture saci dith | 
—WOtING NS5 egies: gy ks 

‘ALL’ rt, etings : are hela at *Howsills', Souta View, on. Veanesuays at 8. 

Jin, 6th | Humphrey $,lMoor:. (Assistant. Rditor, ‘Pence News') 
| | The Armistice Ciuipelen — 


Jan, 13th, Syaney Palmer = he Reveriags keport 
gan 20th  . Hrs, Sy KC8 ig 1 seg a OR TRuth cere . tne ew Psychology 
Jan 27th. Reme Menon ©  ¢° (Mr, Menon 1ia-an Inalean now resiacnt 


ee a Nm a 


in Letchworth.) .. .. 
SE ne * ROME: hice Erde. eee Sone Aspe ets or Iniaian Lilt 


eae ae ; 


di 


bs Satins 
LIBRARY Many people are unowore that we pessess «u shadi nwaber of 
books for loun to members. Se eaiheen these’ booxs will be on snow «tt 
Howgills on Wednesday evenings. ‘Ye ure trying to enlulye this Library 
and are asking that peonle who borrow booka snaoula pay <Q. pel. Ween 
so that otner “books, tor wilich tueie' 1s a acemna, Cun be purcim.sea, 
From time to time we shall give in this bulletin a list of the new 
books available, Tf people having books of ygenetal interest, will 
pass them on to us we shall be (ratciul. Our litest purchase 1s 
Max Plowman's *The Right to ive’. 


, 


You receive this Bulle tin aontnlyy put, ao you bake” 


‘Peace News® - price 2a, - ‘We ny | 

If not, will. you? | 

Orders may be placea with your Bul letin Distr ibutor, 
or sena.glirect to Al, korton Way orth. 


ALNUAL GENERAL MEETIEG OF THE LAS LONAL GOUNG Sie. ae ee fe 

-If any member. has ‘a resolution tor’ the consiaeration OL thc Group 
there will be an Gnportunity to do soa .on Weanesany Jan 2Othe.... 

Groups Rave Deen invited to send resolutians to tacir Area Comnittec. 
The Area Committee, having considered . them ; May Stnd one Iesolution 
which they feel best expresses the general désire of their groups. 
The AGM, Arrangements Committees will conside: the resolutions: :. 
submitted by Arens, correlate them as far as possible, allocate to thé 
first: two sessions such lak er eyes: 28 Muy «appropriately. be taken on 
Reports, ana choose three of th » Temaining resolutions to be the 
subject of discussion, : es ste | 


as 


Yours sincerely, 
Doris. M, Barrett. 
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NEWCASTLE & DISTRICT BRANCH OF THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
a did : 


° 
ad 
wie 


cxairman: Dr. Arthur Raistrick 4% Mundella Terrace 
Newcastle upon Tyne 6 


Hon.Secretary: Thomas W. Large Tel. 56352 


“ 
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You are invited to attend the BRANCH MEFTING OF THE NEWCASTLE 
& DISTRICT PEACE FLEDCE UNION on 
SRRUAML «63S CR: 3S; RS 1.5 
in the 


HA, 93 BAR 
(neer Rei.sly's, 


subject: 
"WHAT ACE PLEDGE MEA 
speakers: 
ZRBEBBE RS 


Chairman: Dr. Arthur Raistrick 


Refreshments will be served during an interval in the meeting 


Until recently the United Monthly Group Meeting Has 
been the co-ordinating meeting for the study, 
activity and business of the various P.P.U. Groups 
in Newesastle and District. For some time we have 
desired a more frequent meeting of this nature but 
this has not been possible owing to the difficulty 
of obtsining suitable premises. However, we héve 
been fortunate in securing, provisionally, the use 
of the Theosophists' Hall, Barres Bridge, Newcastle, 
where reguler snd more frequent united meetings of 
P P.U. members may be held. It will be decided on 
Friday, Janusry i2th, whether these meetings are to 
take Plece weekly or fortnightly. 


This meeting will be kmovn ss the Neweestle and 
District Pesce Pledge Union Brench Meeting snd its 
function snd purpose is expicined in the enclosed 
letter from our Chairmen, Dr. Arthur Reistrick. 


P.P.U. STUDY AND DISCUSSION GROUPS. Do you ettend your loesl 
Group? If not snd you wish to heve detsils of the Group in 
your district, plesse inform the Hon. Secretsry, Thomes W. 
Lirge, 41% Mundells Terrnce, Newerstle upon Tyne 6. Tel. 56457 


The next Loerl TRIBUNAL FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS will be 
held in Neweestle shortly :fter the téth, Jonucry,1940. Detes 
ond further detsils will be published later end will be 

obtc ines ble from the sbove -ddress. 


THE FOUNDATION OF ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION 
by Professor JOHN MACMURNAY, 


In this striking address delivered to the 
Peace Aims Conference at Oxford in Sevtember 1942 
Professor Macmurray discusses the moral issues % 
economic reconstruction and urges that the basi 
of a new civilisation should be sought in a 


synthesis of the spiritual and the material aspoots 
of life. 


FOURPENCE (postage 1d.) 


THE ECONOMIC BaSIS OF PEACE 


by Dr, THOMAS agai 
Be Fé Me Aw As 
Mo F. V SH PH wa sidiialie: 
Addresses delivered at the Peace Aims 
Conference at Oxford in which experts discuss the 
techniques of economic peace = the practical 


necessities in realising freedom from want and 
social security for all peoples 


ONE SHILLING AND THREEPENCE (postage 1a) 
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To : National Peace Council, 
144 Southampton Kow, London, ‘1.0. l. 


Please send mec _eeh 66 6 6 dd Fk do no Pamphlet No. 1. 
eoeves , ome 


tT enclose a remittance for oe. ae 
paynent. 


(Name ) ape eo@eeeec@e@ee@e#ne ses &€©ee eee € te eee 6 6 


(Address ) None oe Che Ore eer ere 


@eenenesesveaeeone8 194 (Dec el94e ) 
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NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL ==: 


Sir Arthur Eddington, O.M., F.R.S. 
. VICE-PRESIDENTS : 


ht 4 oa Dr. E. W. Barnes, BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM 
Affiliating fifty national societies working for World Peace Rev. Henry Bett, urt.p. 
Miss Vera Brittain 


Archdeacon F. L. Donaldson 


| wbbobonted en ateen 
, { Dame Elizabeth Cadbury, m.a., J.P. Herbert H. Elvin 
HON. TREASURERS : ‘ w C. Keay se Dr. G. P. Gooch, ¥.B.A. 


Dr. J. H. Hertz, CHIEF RABBI 
CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Herbert H. Elvin Dr. Hewlett Johnson 
Rev. F. W. Norwood, p.v. 


The Lady Parmoor 


Hon. Alexandrina Peckover 
All communications to the DIRECTING SECRETARY: Gerald Bailey, m.a. Lord Ponsonby 


Dr. A. Maude Royden, c.n. 
Sir Ben Turner, }.p. 


Rev. Jeslie Weatherhead 
144, Southampton Row, | pe 
London. We We he 


Tel: Terminus 5570, — . RIA STREET. 
December Ist, 194<, LONDON, S.W.! 


Telephone & Telegrams: axBBEy 5507 


| 2Aacher, 
I have towrite you on several loses ty _dallh ed 

- pl Lr 1? 5 > 
apologise in advance for the length of, this LgEUST but 
hall be erateful if it can have your carefuer-fttenti 


"Freedom from Want and Fear", . 
uncil meeting on November 19th accepted 
opportunity should be taken of a 
n the peace aims question -~ n OW 

the publication of the Beveridge Report 
debates in Parliament ~ to promote pu plic 8 
discussion on the central issues raised by nag et 
post-war settlement and. reconstruction and ll co tg a 
more active policy by the Governmsnt where the formuliati of 
of peace aims is concerned, 


: 2 T -yy _ e% Se -w ror 
The Councij heard fraa Dr, Honry willie tt 
a proposed town's meeting in Oxford SO Pe yan 
William Beveridge which had come into being 
b hy ’ a 1 Lan ss aA? } * CC orn a.” = sau wad 
Spontaneously and whose success secmea 4ss mage 
gga ‘ , ran tho | 
to do what it could to encourage tho hold ing io 
"ie ° . co os . ue (2 VRE) } one ss 
representative meetings on the general un. G O od 
from Want and Fear" in ag many places aS siete Pil 
was emphasized that these moctings chow apenas on ins cued vi 
arondist as cducatimal in chnareactcr ana be Alrete 2 Pte 
propaga L ho Cc ps : + ~n 5 “) | 2 on inter 9g F in = esc Ques LL NLS Oo 
stimulating and focussing public iInverest in vt So 
The proposal depends largely for its tage cet o n on 
a « ~ : wr ee on |. & P o 5 vt - h Tne 
oocration of the national organizar coe Be et ohh g 
$6 associated and a letter has gone to tnem mv 5 
to forward and commend the sugges 


” 
fe, 
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ial 
tion to their local 


5 ot »% 7 > te at» ri £ 1t3s Of che 
At the same time local corresponde! 


me Ome 


fh 
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Council may be able to bring the matter directly to sano 
local organization which could take the initiative, and I ° 
should be grateful if you would consider wmt might be dmo 
in your locality, I would stress the great importance o2 
trying to get any sich meetings arranged on as represonta 
a basis as possible and under the sponsorship of some 
local organization likely to secure this, This office 
Will gladly give as mich practical help as possible in 
appraching or recommending speakers or in other ways, 

I should add that the proposal is an interim one where the 
NeP.O. is concerned because the Council was and is envisaging 
& wider and more sustained campaign on peace aims early in 
1945 = for which it is hoping to use as @ basis a new 
declaration of policy now in preparation, 


2 ‘ 
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India. Iam sending = for your information and in 
the hope that you will encourage local bodies to make 


Similar representations = a copy of a resolutiom on the 
Indian situation adopted by the N.PeC. om November 19t 
£, meetings of the Council's Lisism Comnittec m India = 
representing some cight organizations particularly intereste« 
in the problem = held a few days ago wished me in this 
Circular lotter to emphasize the importance of increasing 

the public demand for some initiative which will enable 


negotiations to be resumed and an honourable settlemont 


- 


© 


achieved, I was also asked (a) to refer to the importance 
of local organizations and correspondents keeping in close 


touch with their M.P. on this question, md (b) to ask 

you to be m the look out for critical or apprehensive 
comments on the Indian deadlock made by prominent or 
representative persons locally and to forward these eitier 
to you ordirect to the N, Pe Evidence was given of tne 
greater influence on the Government of this kind of Opinic: 
Over representations from organizations or groups mown 

to be actively sympathetic to Indian aspiratiM@ms, 


New Sconomic Pamphlets. Particulars are given 
on the enclosed order form of two new pamphlets in the 
Peace Aims serics which should be ready mortly. NOy 205 
"Te Foundation of Ecmomic Reconstructio”, reproduces 
Professor John liacmurray's striking address to the lasv 
Poace &ims Conference, while No, 16, "The Economic Basis 
of Feace”, contains the main speeches on problems of 
posts~war. economic reconstruction in the intermmatimal filels 
delivered at the same time, Both make important 
contributions to study material on the economic aspect or 
peace aims, The publication of the Peace Aims Pampniets 
aid particularly of the first issues of the series of 
Peace Aims Documents has convinced us that there is a very 
large potential sale for those publications od we are ver’ 


me.) me 


cager to have some practical help from you in realising 
Lt. Would you be good enough £0 go through the enclosed 
Suggestions prepared wh eptid pit be by iir, Parkes and to give us 
as ‘mich aSsistance as possible? 


, 


Peace Aims Conference, Iwo meetings of the Peace 
ims Conference are tO bo hold within the next two months 
in Oxford and Londm, it St. Eilda'ts, Oxford, from 
January 8th to llth the Conference will mect to considor 
the political and co «Flap pe as aspects of recons néedoeaedeaod nig. 
With help fron a distin Shed team of introductory speakers 
including 5S, de Ma S Sina. Dr, George Yeh, Lionel Curtis, 
Prof, N. Gangulee, ite le Gellackay, Prof, A4lbe rt Liu Pray 


i 


and SK. Ratcliffo, = January <9th and 30th in Londm 
there will be e ig ee ession meeting to discuss the German 
Question, with D Franz Hildebrandt, Prof, H. Ge WOOK, 

He Ne Bz railsford, BFS: chumacher, Prof, Gordon Walker and 
Col, T.,H.idinshall among the introduc tory speakers. As 

you know, these Confer rences are not Open in the usual sense, 
but local correspondents are always welcome if they desire 
to attend, I must Stross, hoiever, that for Oxford 
application must be mde quite soon, & fuller programe 


i) 
for Oxford and an application fori will be sent on request, 


- and finally 


In my last circular letter I think I referred to the 
continuing importance of the Peace Al ) 2 

Appeal, The appeal has already brought in the better part 
of a thousand pounds, but it met repeat that 


: LGV 
in 1945 and it becomes increasingly difficult to find new 
destinations for the Appeal circular, If you have not 
already done so will you send in the names and addresses of 
Six acquaintances to whan it might be sent? This would be 


most valuable help 
With many thanks for your co-operation, 


Yours sincorely, 


GH RaALD Bia TLEY Se 


e~LDec, to be published on Dec, 

new twoepage supplement 

1 or most of the orga nizations 
a Of pos tewar aLMS » If you 

ibeor to the paper would you car: to 

consider becoming : go now? Tho cost is 2/6d. for 12 issues, 

post free, 3 
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NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL @2=: 


Sir Arthur Eddington, 0.M., F.R.S. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS : 
Dr. E. W. Barnes, BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM 


Affiliating fifty national societies working for World Peace Rev. Henry Bett, ur. 


Telephone & Telegrams: aBBEY 5507 


Miss Vera Brittain 
Archdeacon F. L. Donaldson 


. { Dame Elizabeth Cadbury, m.a., J.P. Herbert H. Elvin 
HON. TREASURERS : ‘iy. C. Keay ial: Dr. G. P. Gooch, ¥.B.A. 
Dr. J. H. Hertz, CHIEF RABBI 
CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Herbert H. Elvin Dr. Hewlett Johnson 
Rev. F. W. Norwood, p.v. 
The Lady Parmoor 
pow rene a Peckover 
— . : ord Ponsonby 
All communications to the DIRECTING SECRETARY: Gerald Bailey, M.A Dr. A. Eee Mien, cn 
ry Sir Ben Turner, }.P. 
' Rev. Leslie Weatherhead 
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39, VICTORIA STREET, 


lo ne ln |) NaN. A es 
; ; 7—1 ; , aS a wv \ 
> i 4 gee action vat : " ? 
\ \ iyi ICH. , | 
NC ae aS 144 Southampton Kow, 
gee London, W.C. l. 


THE INDIAN SITUATION 


: 1 
The following resolution was adopted at a meeting of the 
National Peace Council held on Thursday, November 19th ; 


"The National Peace Council deeply regrets the refusal of 
jal oy and Government of India to ellow Mr. 
ig Miata to gee Mr, Gandhi in pursuance of his eftorts 
to find a basis of agreement among the major Indian parties, 
The Council finds it difficult to reconcile this refusal with 
the repeated assertions in official quarters that agreement 
between the Indian parties is essential to a settlement of 
the constitutional problem. It urges the British Government 
to recommend to the Government of India the granting of the | 
facilities asked for by Mr. Rajagopalachari and also to make 
possible Mr. Rajagopalachari'ts subsequent journey to this 
country if he desires to undertake it, 


NeC. 4269 20/11/42. 
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: ‘ 
he Peace Aims Pamphlets and the new series of. peace 

ims Documents have heen ‘welcomed in many quarters,*tncluding 
chose not always sympathetic to the work of the Council, They 
are playing an important role in the Council's work of pro» 
moting t729 stuay and discussion o? Poace Aims, but we nood your 
co~oporesion to get tnom boforo a widor public. 

Wiis you, tneorefore., approach, or send ué the names 
and addresses of; 


(1) Any dookseller wno iWould probably be prepared to 
carry a stock of the nublications for display on salo or 
return. ({Terms, 25% discount). 


(2) The district secrotary of the W. E. A. or other 
oducationai body who might be prepared to recommend them as 
reading matter to ciaSs-members, 


(3) The Leaders of any discussion groups on appropriate 
Subjects in your vicinity. 


(45 The organisers of any appropriate conferences, weck= 
erd schools otsc,to be hneid in your “roa where tne pamphlets 
night be displayed, 


(53 Tho cditors of locai daiity or wookly press or other 
rublicgations who would be itkely to print a review, 


(6) gy of your frionds or other individuals who might bo 
snterested 


We wiil giadly supply specimont copies anc order forms 
50 ossiss you in any workyou car do in this direction, We 
would Like to advertise thoso pamphlets in tho pross, but 
aS OREMNALS AF our funds donot pormit this. ond we are obliged 
to work dv tho mothod of diroct approach, Any assistance you « 
can give Will be most valuablo, We snall wolcome, too, any 
othor Suzzestions you heave to make, 


JOHN. ie PARKES © 


National Peace Council, i44 Southampton Row, W.Celso lelletie 


NeCe 4272 % 
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WAR 
IS 
ANTI-CHRISTIAN 


By 


KARLIN CAPPER - JOHNSON 


War is Anti-Christian 


BY KARLIN CAPPER-JOHNSON 


‘‘May a Christian ever, with a good conscience take part 
in war?” 

It has been said that pacifism in statecraft would be to 
tolerate the Law of the Jungle, and that in the dilemma 
created by the acts of aggression since 1931 and the 
present war no one may contract out of the nation of 
which he is a member. We are also sometimes told that 
the Christian pacifist interpretation of the law of love is 
wrong, and that since in the modern world we need 
policemen and soldiers it is right to-day to take up arms. 
It is clear that those who use these arguments do not 
understand Christian pacifism for they consistently con- 
fuse it with non-resistance. It is unconsciously assumed 
that Christian pacifism is a synonym for doing nothing, 
whereas the Christian pacifist has failed and denied his 
Master, when he ceases to try to exercise constructive good 
will. The pacifist interpretation of the way of Christianity 
is one of incessantly active love. 

This confusion, is typical of much thought among non- 
pacifist Christians who often seem to get their political 
desires so hopelessly mixed up with their religious beliefs 
that they cannot disentangle them and find themselves 
telling us that if military action is necessary to enforce 
respect for international justice it is justifiable by the 
Christian conscience. Since when did the twentieth cen- 
tury conception of international justice become the 
criterion of the Christian conscience? Are we to assume 
that the ephemeral conception of international justice of 
1939 1s Synonymous with the eternal verities of the 
Christian faith? No Christian can surely resign the 
arbitrament of his conscience to a political idea which 
however important is quite recent and rightly changes 
with the circumstances of political life. Politics cannot 
take the place of Christianity. 

And yet one fears that it is just this change which has 
taken place in the minds of some Christians who seek to 
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justify participation in this war. ‘Their arguments are 
remarkable for the subordination of Christian ethics to 
political expediency. But if, as even many non-pacifist 
Christians argue, war is anti-Christian, how can God 
approve of our serving war? Does God call on us to serve 
anti-Christianity ? 

How comes it that so many good Christians have fallen 
into this sad denial of Christian charity? The answer, I 
think, is to be found in their fear of the political situation, 
their confusion of politics with ethics, and of the State 
with God. 

There can be few of us who do not have forebodings 
as to the future of a civilization dominated by Nazi ideals. 
They are alien to those things which we hold most dear, 
freedom, truth, and an acknowledgment of the supremacy 
of God. We should do all that we may to see that these 
most precious possessions of our heritage are maintained 
intact. But there are some things which a Christian may 
not do. 

What those things are which a Christian may not do will 
doubtless in some degree change owing to the varying 
significance which actions take on at different times, and 
also to the development of the human conscience. ‘Thus 
as Emperor worship was wrong, as slavery came to appear 
wrong, so participation in war will come to be generally 
recognized as wrong. And as each of these outward tests 
of Christian faith were originally a personal matter, so it 
is with the renunciation of war. For after all we are fun- 
damentally individuals, there have always been, and 
always will be, groups of men acting within a nation who 
put themselves above the law. So it was with the early 
Christian objectors to Emperor worship, so it was with the 
early Quakers who struggled for freedom of worship, so it 
was with the Christian pacifists who, in the last war, 
testified to its wickedness, and so it will be in the present 
war. There will, God willing, always be those who put 
Christianity before the State, the momentary exigencies of 
international law are not the justification of the Christian 
conscience. 

Many Christians are anxious about the attack on the 
spiritual heritage of our nation involved in Nazism. I 
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suppose Jesus—always sensitive to the needs of his own 
race, was galled by the yoke of Roman imperialism laid on 
the Jews. Yet Jesus put aside the ready temptation to 
fight the Roman rule by force of arms. He continued his 
quiet effort to establish God’s Kingdom which through its 
constructive goodwill must finally make imperialism un- 
acceptable to the Christian conscience and hence lead to 
its termination. In spite of the jeers of Jewish patriots 
Jesus stuck to his mission of standing for the highest 
spiritual heritage of his race. So the Christian pacifist 
tries to do the same to-day. War limits freedom, ends 
truth and, being anti-Christian, threatens the supremacy 
of God in the hearts of men. So to-day it is a thing from 
which all Christians must so far as possible detach them- 
selves. ‘Ihe State cannot rule the conscience. Of course 
we cannot use the daily actions of Jesus as a literal every- 
day guide as to what we should do, “copying his life as a 
wandering celibate preacher’’, but if Jesus is our Lord and 
Master we must attempt to follow him, to imitate his 
Spirit, to build our lives on the same basic foundations 
upon which his was built. ‘The renunciation of violence 
by Jesus was not a mechanical temporary act such as the 
fact that during his period of active ministry he had no 
fixed abode. The renunciation of violence by Jesus was 
an integral part of the way of life which he practised and 
which he came to teach us to practise. We cannot conceive 
of Jesus taking part 1n war precisely because as many non- 
a Christians admit, war is anti-Christian, and Jesus 

new the essential unity of his teaching—‘‘a kingdom 
divided against itself cannot stand’’. Jesus’ whole way of 
life was inconsistent with war. The early Christians knew 
this and testified to it. War does not and cannot maintain 
the things which are the most sacred heritage of our race. 
It forfeits liberty, it denies truth, it sets up anti-Christian- 
ity in the lives of men and of nations. So to-day it is a 
thing from which Christians must detach themselves as 
much as possible. 

Detachment from war, however, does not mean that the 
Christian pacifist contracts out of the society or the nation 
in which he lives, any more than those great defenders of 
religious liberty in the seventeenth century contracted out. 
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They refused to go to the State Church, but they re- 
mained vital law-abiding citizens of the realm ready to 
help build up a happier and worthier nation. Their 
refusal to worship as the State ordained was not a denial 
of the State but an assertion of the supreme authority of 
God. So it is with the Christian pacifist to-day. To accuse 
all who testify to the Supremacy of God above the State 
of ‘“‘contracting out’’, is to assert that at no point is there 
any place in the State for the man who through his acts 
testifies to the fact that the law of God is above the law 
of the State. That is to deny one of the most precious 
traditions of our British heritage; it is also to deny God as 
supreme ruler of men, and to decry that greatness of our 
State which lies in its tolerance. 

As yet, however, we have not reached the non-pacifist 
Christian’s basic fear. “‘Is aggression,”’ writes one, “‘to go 
on until every nation is converted to pacifist principles, 
and should the unscrupulous meanwhile be allowed to 
ride roughshod over the world?’ There we really begin 
to reach it. The same critic goes on: “If pacifists had 
their will it would not be their way of life that would 
triumph. It would be the law of the jungle. The pacifist 
—as well as the non-pacifist—must think of what will 
happen to Europe and the world if statesmen follow his 
lead.”’ 

Well, what would happen? or rather we must first ask 
what is the lead by which the pacifist ‘tolerates the law of 
the jungle.”’ It is this law with its weapons of death and its 
licence for States to use them which we condemn and 
against which we labour. It is of no use to put on one side 
the varying degrees of responsibility among nations for 
the present situation. Why deplore the rape of Abyssinia 
and the military inactivity of Britain then and say nothing 
about the French invasion of the Rhur and the military in- 
activity of Britain then? Why feel it so overwhelmingly 
important that Germany keep her promise to Austria and 
not mention France’s broken pledge to the Druses. Of 
course Germany was wrong in seizing Austria, of course 
Italy was iniquitous in murdering the Abyssinians, of 
course the thing has gone from bad to worse. Of course 
there must be an end to it all. But mark, an end to it all. 
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It is the whole intolerable system of violence, of military 
power balanced against military power is to blame. We 
may not in fairness single from the last ten years the 
occasions upon which we refrained from violence or threats 
of violence and then say that if only we had indulged in 
military action all would have been well. That is not fair, 
it is not even historically accurate. 

The trouble is that most of us think in terms of guns, of 
force and counter-force, of the power which attaches to 
military preparedness. But that is exactly of what Japan 
and Italy and Germany have been thinking. They have 
beheld the naval might of Britain and noted the immense 
size of the British Empire. Lord Lloyd once called it “‘the 
biggest mass of unprotected plunder the world has ever 
seen’, plunder it may be, unprotected it certainly is not. 
Incidentally, it has also been well rteaeb er as the 
“greatest aggressive fact in the modern world’. But in 
any case, Germany knows that it was gained by might and 
is kept by might. She knows that since 1919 our disarma- 
ment has been paltry compared to that which we forced on 
her. She knows that a British Cabinet Minister sabotaged 
the Disarmament Conference and prevented the abolition 
of the bomber—Lord Londonderry has boasted of it. She 
knows that our influence has been largely based on our 
armaments. And she has determined to be mightier yet. 

It is all very reprehensible and the outcome is ghastly. 
Here are the great nations of Europe engaged in ruining 
each other and solemnly announcing that when spring 
comes they will have the most terrific slaughter of young 
human life yet known. But we cannot in our fear, write it 
off as the result of inadequate armaments and the lack of 
threats of violence. That is not true and not Christian. 
Even that particular train of thought would take us back 
to the Geneva Protocol and the refusal of a British 
Government to come into a closer international system. 

But it is not one or two isolated acts which were mis- 
taken. It is the whole system in which men are pre- 
occupied with military power and the balance of power a 
system in which more attention is paid to sanctions than 
to justice, to international co-operation in military than 
in medical science, to the organization of destruction 
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than to the well-being of men and the salvation of the 
unemployed. ‘That has been the rottenness of our civiliza- 
tion, the canker of military power which has led one State 
to copy another, to ‘‘keep up with the Joneses” and which 
has brought us to the iniquity and calamity of another 
Armaggedon. 

And what are we going to do? That, in the last resort, 
is the question which the non-pacifist poses for us. What 
he says to us is something like this isn’t it? ‘‘Weare inthis 
world and this nation, it has got into a war, it is engaged on 
a desperate struggle and each one of us has got to help as 
much as we can even to the length of fighting. Even the 
soldier may have his hateful task to perform in God’s 
service. We are all involved up to the hilt in the sin of the 
world. We cannot withdraw in self-righteous isolation.”’ 

I hope none of us are self-righteous, and of course, all 
of us are guilty of sin. But does that mean you should go 
on sinning? It is said that “it is not given to any man in 
this dreadful hour to do the ideally Christian thing. What 
we are called to do is—to do the most creative and for- 
ward-moving thing possible in the circumstances”. But 
that is nothing new. It is the constant task of a Christian. 
But what some of us deny is that for us “‘the most creative 
and forward-moving thing’’, is to learn to slaughter our 
fellow men, or with calculated ingenuity to send them b 
ones, tens, or hundreds to their death. It is for that 
reason that some of us are Christian pacifists. We believe 
that following Christ is the way of the Cross and that this 
forbids any share in war in any circumstances. It is some- 
times said of Christian pacifists that they are wrong in 
their judgment as to the implications of Christian love, 
and that they are, in fact, seeking an impossible per- 
fectionism. 

This, perhaps, is the heart of the argument. Of course 
the Christian pacifist is seeking perfection. We are con- 
scious of Jesus’ injunction: ‘Be ye, therefore, perfect even 
as your Father in Heaven is perfect.” For the Christian 
perfection is an eternal duty, and you do not elude your 
responsibility by branding it as “impossible perfec- 
tionism’’. ‘That is to belittle our Master’s teaching. More, 
it is to deny the essential significance of his death. ‘The 
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supreme lesson of Gethsemane and Golgotha is that there 
are some things a Christian may not do because he must 
strive always to live in the spirit and service of love. So 
Christ suffered. So many of his followers have suffered. 
So perchance many more must suffer. But it does not 
make it wrong. ‘The Cross is not to be discarded as *‘im- 
possible perfectionism’. 

It is not perhaps, surprising that some Christians should 
have come to this tragic conclusion, indeed we might 
almost have expected it since they often confess that they 
find no incident in the life of our Lord which seems to 
them to have any direct bearing upon the present situa- 
tion. ‘T‘hen, doubtless, for them war is permissible; for 
the Christian pacifist it can never be. But though some 
may think war permissible, for Christ’s sake do not call it 
Christian! ‘That it is never—for “‘war is anti-Christian”’. 
And for those who have seen this message of the Cross it 
can never be right to take up arms. 


February 1940. 
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THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER OF INDIA by Cart HEATH (2d.) 
(with map) 


DANISH-GERMAN RELATIONS IN SCHLESWIG by Eric Hayman (6d.) 
(with two maps) 


PEACE AIMS AND WAR METHODS by CorDER CATCHPOOL (2d.) 
WHAT NEXT? by DEVERE ALLEN (2d.) 


LOOKING TOWARDS PEACE (Including a Study Outline on a 
Constructive Peace Settlement) by Karlin Capper-Johnson (2d.) 


THE CASE FOR AN EARLY PEACE by CHARLEs RODEN BUXTON (2d.) 
ON UNDERSTANDING GERMANS by J. ROGER Carter (2d.) 
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Mobile relief squads take help to blitzed towns. Heavy air attacks on smaller 
cities, coupled with the calling up of much of the local personnel once available 
for dealing with emergencies, have increased the need for these mobile squads. 
Some part of this need Friends War Relief Service tries to meet by manning 
squads for rest centre work, information and emergency feeding. The first mobile 
squad went to Coventry in November, 1940. It consisted of members of the 
Friends’ Ambulance Unit Relief Section (now part of F.W.R.S.) who had been 
preparing, organising and running L.C.C. rest centres for homeless people 
throughout the London blitzes. After three further visits to raided areas the squads 
were Officially recognised by the Ministry of Health, and arrangements were made 
for them to be called out by the Ministry. Eventually they went to nearly all 
the bombed cities. After the raids on Plymouth it became clear that a mobile 
information service was needed also. A Mobile Citizens’ Advice Bureau was 
planned with the National Council of Social Service. A large horse-box was 
adapted for use as a mobile office, and members were trained to staff it. When 
the Ministry of Food planned its Queen’s Messenger food convoys members drove 
the first two convoys to Coventry and Plymouth, and F.W.R.S. has a standing 
commitment to help in this way. 


WHAT ae ee oo - ee DO 


In the blitzed town the mobile rest centre squad works under the Public Assistance Department, 
which is generally responsible for homeless people. The leader of the squad attaches himself to 
the Department and may be given some part of its organisation to deal with. The members of 
the squad are sent to rest centres wherever the local voluntary staff are overwhelmed by the large 
number of homeless people inside or outside the town. The squad may assist in the reorganisation 
of transport, housing and feeding where people have gone in search of sleep and safety. Squads 
usually stay on to give practical help and advice against further raids. Practical help, coupled with 


experienced advice, enables the squad to make recommendations for improyements, which have 
been generally accepted. 


The work of the Mobile Citizens’ Advice Bureau squad is different. It takes reassurance, 
help and advice to bewildered and anxious people. Staffed by F.W.R.S., and operating under the 
direction of the Regional Representative of the National Council of Social Service, it tours the bombed 
town, giving authoritative announcements through the loud speaker. Its staff answers people’s 
questions about war damage compensation, new ration books, clothing coupons, rents, billeting 
and all the hundred and one other problems that arise after raids. Contact is kept with the town’s 
central information offices, so that accurate answers can be given. 


The F.W.R.S. squad, which drives in the Queen’s Messenger Food Convoys, operates under 
the direction of the Divisional Officer of the Ministry of Food. The vans are driven into the bomted 
town to fill any gaps in the emergency feeding arrangements. 


Weer tHe SQUADS HAVE GONE 


Mobile Squads went to Coventry (twice), Bristol, Southampton, Plymouth (twice), Glasgow 

and Liverpool during 1940 and 1941. More recently Norwich, Bath, Exeter, Canterbury and 

York have been visited. At Bath the five memters of the Mobile Citizens’ Advice Bureau answered 

2,000 queries in five days, and at Exeter they worked both inside the city and out in the country 

a ., rest centres. A rest centre squad visited Exeter and helped to bridge gaps caused 
by damage to the rest centre organisation. In the case of Canterbury, the Mobile 


‘hows the Mobo | ©-A.B. visited village rest centres to which homeless people had been evacuated. At 
Citizens’ Advice | YOrk arestcentre squad spent some days after the heavy raid, helping in preparations 
Bureau at one of against further raids. At Norwich a rest centre squad found a set of emergency 
the historic cities circumstances, which combined to make one of the most interesting examples 
raided in the of mobile relief work. This is described in some detail on the next page. 
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Norwich 


Arriving during a short raid the night after the second of two sharp blitzes, 
the F.W.R.S. squad immediately started work in a school rest centre, where the staff 
had been on duty for forty-eight hours and needed rest. But the squad’s chief work 
in Norwich arose out of the need of 70 to 80 old people who were all homeless 
and could not easily be billeted. “The squad was asked to be responsible for 
hostels which were found for these old people, outside the city. To quote an 
F.W.R.S. member who was at Norwich, this was “one of the toughest jobs a 
mobile squad has had to handle. Two unoccupied houses to be made ready in 
no time at all, with very little furniture and equipment ; and then 80 old people— 
all of them bomb-shocked, a number bed-ridden and quite helpless—to be 
received, fed, reassured and made comfortable. Somehow the squad and the old 
folk got through a very difficult forty-eight hours until staff reinforcements arrived 
from London.” A few days afterwards one of the hostels was damaged in a heavy 
raid, and its residents had to be hurriedly moved to another house. The squad, 


with the help of local Friends, remained caring for the old people until local staffs 
were found for the hostels. 
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M.T., a member of the Squad staffing one of the hostels for old people, wrote : ‘ It is now eleven 
o’clock at night and we have just finished bedroom problems. . . . I feel very sad this evening, having 
tucked in some of the old ladies.. It seems so dreadful that these folk, who have been so independent 
and done so much, should be so bomb-shocked and have to rely on us. The last one I chatted to 
was 84—and there was I trying to make her comfortable on a mattress on the floor! The old folk 
help a lot, washing up and vegetable-cutting, sweeping, wood-chopping, gardening .... One 
woman of over 80 makes an excellent kitchen maid and scrubs with more energy than I could... . 
Quite a lot of them are very cheery and ready for fun, especially when we tuck them up and say 
good-night. I heard some of them talking in the bedroom to-night, saying how much they -appre- 


ciated kind words and sympathy at this time. What a dreadful thing that kindness should have to 
be met with such surprise. . . . But their minds are in chaos... .” 
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G.C., another Squad member, describes the raid which forced the removal to another house : 


‘<. . . We were faced with the job of getting all the old people downstairs. How we managed 
it, in the case of the four or five more or less bed-ridden, none of us really knows. But we contrived 
to assemble them in the passage, where there was no glass, and we distributed ourselves among 
them, making them as comfortable as we could with blankets. Fortunately the medical stores 
included a large tin of barley sugar, which came in very handy. The noise was terrific. ... A fire 
was quickly started at a farm about three fields away, and several times we thought nothing could 
save us from a direct hit. Most of the windows came in, or fell out, frame and all; several of the 
shutters were blown off their hinges, and the upstairs rooms lost large pieces of their ceilings, so 
that, in the morning, light could be seen through the roof in several places. What we should have 
done if an incendiary had hit us I shudder to think—the house would have gone up like matchwood. 
As the black-out went, we had to quench the fires in the grates, though the light from the farm 
made the black-out rather superfluous. . . . After the All Clear, we blacked out the downstairs 
rooms as well as we could, lit fires and made tea. The doctor was on the spot surprisingly quickly 
to see that no one was hurt. In fact, none of us received a scratch, and the old people, considering 
everything they had been through, were marvellous. It was obvious that our move would have to 
take place at once, so as soon as we had served an early breakfast, Jo and Ray took the car (it had 
two small holes in the roof). . . . and went on immediately to & to make preparations there.”’ 
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THE REST CENTRE SQUADS 


are based on 


LONDON. BIRMINGHAM. 
LONDON HOSPITAL, STUDENTS’ HOSTEL, SELLY WOOD, 154, OAK TREE LANE, 


WHITECHAPEL, E.I. SELLY OAK, BIRMINGHAM, 30. 


LIVERPOOL. NEWCASTLE. 
2, IVANHOE ROAD, LIVERPOOL, 17. MILNHOLM, CLIFTON ROAD, NEWCASTLE, 4. 


The squads are called out through the Regional Officer of the Ministry of Health, after 


consultation with the local authority affected, and report to the responsible officer of the 
local authority. 


THE MOBILE CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU 


is based on London. It is called out by the Regional Officer of the Ministry of Health after 
consultation with the Regional Representative of the National Council of Social Service. 


QUEEN’S MESSENGER FOOD CONVOYS. 


F.W.R.S. members are called out by the Regional Officer of the Ministry of Food to 
man any one of the four convoys based on London. 
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MORALS ; 


NOSEY PARKERS ANB 
BUSY BETTYS! 


HIS week we reply to the 

} snivelling slanderers who 
are filling columns every 

day in the papers with talk about 


“ the morals of youth.” And we 
are not going to mince our words. 


How did you feel when you read 
last week about the National Council 
of Women, who went along to the 
Carlisle Education Committee and 
implored them to appoint women 
police, “to supervise and protect the 
young girls of the city? ” 


Didn’t you give three cheers for 
the Alderman who answered them : 
“Look to the Mayfair folk, some of 
whom have morals the working classes 
would be ashamed of.” 


Wasn't he speaking for every young 
fellow and girl in the country when 
he described this “ Women’s Council ” 
as a bunch of “leisured women who 
are Nosey Parkers and Busy Bettys.” 


Didn’t you heartily agree when he 
said they had been interfering with 
other people’s affairs for too long. If 
they wanted to protect young girls, he 
told them bluntly, “let them look to 
the filthy, immoral gutter crawlers ” 
the idle sons of. their own leisured 

who patrol the kerbs in their 
flash sports cars. 


x 


Rut the  Puey Bettys weren't to be 
daunted 


Two Pi later in the week they 
bobbed up again, in Lowestoft, where 
a secret committee was set up ““ inquire 
ino the morals of the town’s girls.” 


Frankly, it makes us sick to think 
of a “secret commitiee” snooping 


by THE EDITOR OF 
°° CHALLENGE ” 


about, looking for choice bits of 
scandal, licking their chops as they 
sneak around the park benches. 

In Lowestoft, too, there were 
Councillors with the courage to speak 
up for the young folk. “It really is 
scandalous,” said Alderman Smith, 
opposing the setting up of this com- 
mittee. Another Councillor spoke of 
“ busybodying humbugs.”’ 


* 


HERE are lots of these “ morality ” 
organisations in existence. 
Apparently it’s not enough to tell 
them they’re “ busybodying humbugs, ’ 
“ Nosey Parkers” and “ Busy Bettys.” 
That's why CHALLENGE says out- 
right, in the name of the young people 


of Britain: 


Stop all these lying, prying, dirty- 
minded hypocrites! Write «to the 
local papers protesting about their 
activities! Tell the Councillors you 
or your parents have elected, to slam 
the dgor in their faces if they.come 
sniffing .around..your town. Clear 
them all out! 

What scandalous impudence it is for 
them to talk about “ morals.” 


* 


wir don’t they take the advice of 
the Carlisle Alderman and spend 
a bit of their time around Mayfair? 


Why don't they investigate the morals 
of the lords and ladies whose noble 
names fiil the latest divorce list? 


When are we going to hear them 
say something about the rich who 
cram the smart hotels and night clubs 
of London’s West End? About the 
wealthy idlers who live on the money 
they drain from the sweated labour 
of the same boys and girls the 
“ moralists ” insult? 


Is there anything more immoral 
than the paltry wages and inhuman 
working conditions our boys and girls 
endure, while the profits flow into the 
pockets of the Mayfair loungers? 


Yet : the 
don’t denounce these ! 


conditions, to “make sacrifices.” 


* 


pudent busybodies! 


And we also call on all who really 
want our youth to be able to enjoy 
healthy, happy lives to join our fight 
for the ending of this unjust, evil war, 
and of the capitalist. system which 
breeds wars and ruins millions of 
young lives. 


| trying to spread the war 


'he declared, “the 


* protectors of morals” | 
Indeed, they | 
are the same kind who exhort our | 


young folk to put up with these vile | . 
| fingers with Soviet fire 


YCL LEADER 
EXPLAINS 
WAR MOVES 


Britain and 
deliberately 
nto a world 
war. —. 

In these words Bill Brooks, Nationtgl 
Executive member of Tres Young 
Communist League, peaking in 
Liverpool last week-end summed up 
the new moves of the Allies. 

* Reynaud and Oliver stanley make 
speeches proclaiming a_ total war, ”’ 
Aliied Supreme 
War Council meets and that 
now the war ts really going to start. 
The papers tell us one and all that 
a new drive is to be made against 
neutral trade with Gefinany. 

“The British Ambassadors in the 
Balkan countrie. are recalled. The 
Soviet Ambassador is expelled from 
Paris and Soviet ships seized in the 
Pacific. 

“It all adds up to one thing. 

* With full knowledge of the bloody 
havoc it will mean to us, and to all 
the peoples of the world, Chamberlain 
is planning to unleash the war in 
deadly earnest, to spread it to new 
fronts—a plan that wili reap a harvest 
of death among our generation. 

“These statesmen burned their 
when they 
unleashed war in Finland. But it was 
the Finnish people who suffered! If 
their new plans come to fruition, it 


HE ruling classes of 
and France are 


SaVsS 


(CHALLENGE says—stop these im- | will be us who will suffer. 


“We can foil their plans yet. 

“The great United Youth Cam- 
paign, launched - by Co-operative, 
Communist, League of Nations and 
student youth, can. grow with snow- 
ball rapidity. Can win thousands of 
youth to struggle side by side with 
the working class for an end to the 


| war.” 


CHALLENGE 


SECONDS x 


¥ OUTS 


WELtqreaders, here’s a new friend for you. 
You'll be meeting him in our pages from time 
fo time. 

He’s called the Champ. Why? Because he’s 
your champion; he'll speak up on your behalf, 
warn yor against the dodges of your enemies, and 
give you advice whenever you need it. 

In your club or your factory, if it's advice or 
guidance you or your pals want, write to the 
Champ. He'll be happy to help you. 


—THE EDITOR. 


Come On-—- 


ANNIE DOESN’T LIVE HERE 


Anastasie—that’s what the French have dubbed their 
censorship. The old witch on the right is a French 
cartoonist’s idea of what she looks like. 

But she doesn’t live in the pages of CHALLENGE. 
We don’t censor our readers—we encourage them, throw 
our pages open to them. That's why we're called— 


THE PAPER THAT’S WRITTEN 


a 


BY ITS READERS 


& 
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Let Yourself 'Go— The postbag with a punch im every letter. 


WHAT A LIFE! 


ERE’S a little picture of-life in 
my factory. 
A young labourer, 18 years old, 


got a 3s. 4d. rise. Because of this, that life may afford them. 


day, the youth of Britain are toil- 
ing, striving to earn their day’s 
necessities and other little fancies 


We give a book prize 
for the best letter re- 
ceived each week. 

Write to “Let Your- 
self Go,” 127, East 


— Lee eee 
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his father, who is on the Means 
Test, had his allowance cut by 6s. 
So that in effect they've had a re- 
duction of 2s. 8d. 

Shift work; an apprentice ex- 
pressed what is the prevalent feel- 


The fruits of their labour they 
do not realise, but the class who 
own the means of production, who 
commandeer the lives of the youth 
as a commodity—it is they who 
reap the benefits, who can afford 


Road, London, N.1. 


taken on a charge which was 
quickly dismissed by the officer 
trying the case. 


CLUBLAND! 


YOUNG friend of mine came round last week. 
He was worried stiff. 


He belongs to Clubland. It’s a big boys’ club down 
‘Camberwell way—every Londoner knows it. 

Now, young Tom is really heart and soul in that 
club. And it was the club that was worrying him. 

“ Moweare we going to keep going?” he asked me. 

All the boys were talking about it, he said. The club 
used to get a lot of donations from rich men. That 
was before the war. Now they don’t seem so keen 
about it—they aren't stumping up. 

“Fine friends they are!” he burst out. 


“i it easy, Tommy,” I told him, “ there’s nothing 
to get the wind up about. 


‘ Ehece righkapepple aren't much cop when you come 
down to 2. * 


‘Why do you think they put their money into the 
clubs? Theyre not so high-minded. 

“It's because they make their money out of the 
labour of working men and women. The one thing 
that scares them out of their skins is the thought of 
those working people rolling up their sleeves to end 
the slums and all this sweating and low wages we have 
to put up with. 

“Lereckon it seemed a bright idea to these fine 
gentlemen and their ladies to invest a bit of money 
in the @lubs. Keep the youngsters quiet, that’s the 
way they looked at it, stop them from thinking about 
the hardships and wrongs they and their mothers and 
fathers suffer.” 

Then | put it to him straight: 

“Do you want to go and beg for their money on 
these terms? Are you ready to go on your knees to 
these old hypocrites ?” 


MMY’S a real good lad, with plenty of backbone. 
“Not on your life,” he said. 

“ Well, listen then,” I told him. 

“Just because these ‘ patrons’ aren't coming across 
with the cheques, you boys don’t have to lose your 
club. 

“There's a thousand of you. 

“You could plan a real crusade to raise money. 
Something that would make the whole district sit up 
and stare. 

“Hold dances and concerts, bazaars and raffles. 
Take round collecting sheets. Go round to all the 
local shopkeepers. Send a bunch of the boys to the 
editor of the local paper and ask him to help you. 

* There’s thousands of people will help. Your 
parents. Your workmates. Your neighbours. The 
trade unions. They’re all working-class folk, and 
they'll stand by you! 

“ And then you'll keep your club going by your own 
efforts—and to hell with Lord and Lady Moneybags.” 


F he went, full of beans. 
clubmates. 
There’s lots of clubs in the same 
Can they do it? 
You bet they can! 
And I don’t mean maybe. 


—Ihe Champ 


Busting to talk to his 


position. 
Can the Clubland boys do it? 


| 


ing here. He says: 
6—2, you’re so damn tired in the 
afternoon that you don’t get ready 
to go out till after tea, then you 
have to go to bed early to be up 
for 6 again. 

“And if you’re on 2—10 shift, 
you're so damn tired in the morn- 
ing after working till 10 o'clock at 
night, that by the time you get up = _—~ war. 
the next day it’s just about time to 


of schools. 


and expansion 


“Working cars and added luxuries, who 
educate their children at the best 


The time always comes when, in 
the process of making more profit 
to seize more 
markets, this capitalist class clashes 
with a rival clique of capitalists, 
and which eventually terminates in 


Who settles the dispute with the 


Not satisfied, the N.C.O. got the 
lad placed last on the leave list. 

Then a job came to light in this 
lad’s trade, and he applied for it. 
His name was immediately put for- 
ward—but the N.C.O. got it 
crossed out “because of his 
character.” 

“What sort of democracy is 
this? ” the lad asked, “ Acquitted 
of a charge—and then being pun- 
ished twice for it? ” 

Liverpool. EC. 


+ . 


go back to work again.” bayonet? Who sacrifice their 
What a life! lives? It is the same youth who 
Middlesbrough ae ee ee make their profits in the factories. 
® This letter wins the book prize _ Boys’ Club Junior. 
this week. London, E.1. 


> «+ + ' + + 
The Floggers Democracy—Sez You ! 


Mest people think that corporal 
punishment for girls was long 
ago abandoned as unthinkable. The 

Not so Alderman C. H. Long, of 
Bath. He is a prominent local 
business man and a pillar of the 
Church. When a 14-year-old girl 
came before him in court for 
stealing a few items of clothing he 
said: “ You want a little corporal 
punishment to make you under- 
stand what you are doing.” 

Of course, we all know that flog- 
ging is one of the horrors of Hitler 
Germany. ... 


me this story. 
N.C.O. of his 


forthcoming. 


fellow report sick. 


SOLDIER friend of mine told 


section 
refused to let a lad report sick. 
Another lad “downed tools” in 
his defence, and refused to work 
till a satisfactory explanation was 


A lot of talk and threats by the 
N.C.O., but in the end he let the 


From then on the other lad— 
the one who had taken his part— 
was carefully watched by the 
N.C.O., and then pounced on and 


Some Job 


T. do you think of this? 

A girl, 18 years old. Second- 

ary education. Shop assistant, in 

the same job for three years. 

Hours—Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday 10 hours a day. Wed- 

nesday 4 hours. Friday 11 hours, 

and Saturday 12 hours. Total, 
57 hours. 

Her pay is 7s. 6d. a week, less 
Health and Unemployment stamps. 
She gets a free dinner 5 days—and 
about 20 minutes to eat it in! 

This is what they call a “ good 
job” locally. Many girls here get 
3s. 6d. a week in similar jobs. 


W. George. 
Rhos, Nr. Wrexham. 


Bath. T. Grenfell. : 
+ * 


Hits at Pix 


HY is apathy so aistepes i it 
is due to government “do 

Cinemas are partially responsi- 
ble. I don’t wish to unduly criti- 
cise the cinema, as it is capable of 
providing welcome relaxation and 
recreation, but at the same time it 
can transport the “film fan” from 
reality to idealism. 

The worker is in a class of his 
own, a class which is by far the 
largest in this country. He belongs 
to a movement,which will culmin- 
ate in a workers’ state. 

Unity, however, is important. 
Until we are all united success will 
be denied us. Workers must make 
it their duty to spread the working- 
class movement, particularly the 
young workers. 


A. R. Matthews. 
Age 16, Euclid St., 
Sec. School, Swindon. 


+ + 


The Profiteers 


N the dark, gloomy coal-mines, 
in the hustle-bustle shipyards 
and factories, where speed and yet 


Sole Lessees 


a 


i. 


Against 


GORDON CREE 
BILL CARRITT 


QUIRENS EUAN 


UNITED 
YOUTH RALLY 


APRIL 12th, 7.30 p.m. 


Tickets : 2/6, I/-, 6d. 


from 390 City Road, 127 East Road, 58 Theobaids Road, 
Workers’ Bookshop, Carter's ee etc. 


- Chappell and Co., Ltd. 


The War 


MICK BENNETT 
GERALD CROASDELL 


more speed is the theme of the 
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Switch On The Lights !— 


No. 2 


In this second of our articles on the electrical industry— 
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AKE a look at them. 
They walk the floors of almost 
every big factory in Britain. 
What do they do? 
Leave the girls of one of London’s 
electrical factories to tell you what 
happens there. 


* * * 


WHEN asked if they had experienced 
any bullying by foremen, one girl 
told me: “ Officially they are known 
as foremen, but ‘vhat we girls call them 
would hardly be printable. They treat 
us as though we are part of the 
machinery—not human beings. 

“In one department,” she went on, 
“the foreman shouts and swears at 
the girls so much that many of them 
go in hysterics. Only the other day 
one of the girls had hysterics in the 
canteen. 

“He'd get a slap in the face if he 
spoke to me like that,’ she ended 
indignantly. 

* * a 
f DON’T doubt it, either. But what 
is at the bottom of it all? A look 
at the profits they are making gives us 
the answer. 

No wonder the foreman’s theme 
song is “ Faster, Faster.” 

It means bigger dividends for those 
who own the factories, and it’s by 
them that the orders are given for 
more speed on the belt and the 
machine. 

+ * * 
BRECAUSE the girls find it physically 
impossible to work faster, these 
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foremen, who are mainly paid accord- 
ing to the amount of work turned out, 
resort to the worst kind of methods to 
get results. 


A girl working on the conveyor belt 
at one place says: “No matter how 
new girls try to keep up with the work, 
they find it impossible.” 


x * * 


JJOZENS of girls I have spoken to 
since the war began have the same 
story to tell. 


“The time for the job is always 
being cut down, and that means more 
work for the same money—often for 
less.” 


Speed-up for us and profits for the 
shareholders go hand in hand. 


But the girls are beginning to ask: 
“What about us? ” 


That’s what one of the girls wanted 
to know at a big North London 
factory. She’d done three night’s over- 
time in a week, and her total wage was 
only 35/-. 


When she was overheard by the 
walking foreman to say, “It isn’t 
work, it’s slavery,” she was reported 


puts the 


PARADE! 


and had to go before the manager. 

She stood her ground with him, and 
the result was that the girls on all three 
belts got four hours’ extra time work 
—about 2/-. 


* * * 


OT much. 

But the moment I heard of this 
case, I thought: “ If that’s what we get 
when one girl speaks up, what would 
happen if a hundred girls spoke up.” 

And that’s the point. 


These bullies that strut about our 
factories. We don’t have to stand any 
nonsense from them. Not if we get 
together and a crowd of us tell them 


so. 
* * * 
ORE than that. 
If we get together—and stick 


together, in the union, we can fight 
against the system that produces the 
bullies—the constant speed-up. 

How many girls are there in 
your factory? A thousand? Two 
thousand?—Five thousand? 

Just think of all of them together, 
telling the bosses where to get off. 


That’s the way we've got to do it. 


60 Pennies For Your Thoughts 


We pay five shillings for every letter published that we get from a girl 
working in an electrical factory. The first three letters are printed here. 


Write now to Mary Glynn, CHALLENGE, 127 East Road, London, N.1. 


WORK at a Liverpool factory. The 

girls in the three machine-shops do a 
fortnight of night work, and a fortnight’s 
day work. 


y 

They begin work at 8 p.m. and finish 
up at 7 a.m., working up till 6.30 a.m. 
Saiurday morning. 

ae” are allowed 1} hours break each 
night. 


ASTER! A magic word to most girls. 


It conjures up pictures of weddin 
—a whole week-end away from the's 


atmosphere of the factory—a chance to 
see your folks again. 


But what was our Easter like this 
year? 

Weddings? Yes, and what weddings! 
Young people snatching at a brief spell 
of happiness before they are separated 
and the chap has to go and risk his life 
in a war that doesn’t mean a thing to 
him while the girl, because of the small 
allowance, has to go back to work in 
some rotten factory. 


A week-end in the country? On what? 
Fares are high, food prices ditto—and 
wages? Well, we all know how far they 
do. For those who wanted to go home, 
no cheap excursions. 


That was the kind of Easter we had. 


Goodman's Industries. J.M. 


VERYONE knows what the demand 
has been throughout the winter for 
torch batteries. Profits have been soar- 
ing for our firm, but the girls, youths 
and men employees have not had their 
wages increased as a result. 

True, they get a war bonus paid once 
a month of 2s. in the £, but when you 
realise that some girls, after working 54 
days a week plus three nights overtime, 
get the princely sum of 7s. a month 
bonus, you can realise the amazing 
generosity of the firm. 

Fancy working hard, really hard, in an 
atmosphere polluted by acrid fumes, 
nasty smells and a mist composed of 
black carbon dust, for 35s. a week, plus 
bonus, and less insurance. 

More wages and less overtime for 
us would be very tasty, very sweet. 

London, N. D.L. 


The Profits 
You Make 


FOR THEM ! 


In Saturday's papers, the 
profits of Associated Electrical 
Industries, Ltd., were reported, 
under the headline “ RECORD 
PROFIT EARNED.” (You 
earned it—the shareholders got 
it !) 

The profit for the year was 
£1,470,265. 

Other profits for this year 
have not yet been declared, but 
herc are some of last year’s 
profits : 

G.E.C. (who control 

Osram’s) .. £898,750 
A.C. Cossor . £87,878 4 
Ever Ready (Great 

Britain), Ltd. .. £450,556 

So if, by any chance, the 
thought had entered into your 
mind that more wages wouldn't 
be a bad idea, you'll know the 
money's around. 


Things Are 
Beginning 
To Hum At 
Ever-Ready 


was: are the girls and fellows in 
the factories doing about things? 
Plenty! 
At Ever Ready’s, there have been 
two strikes in recent weeks. 
Last week nigh -shift workers struck 
for five shifts instead of six, and for 
a 10s. wage increase. 


Dismissats followed. But the lesson 
is that, while small, disunited actions 
give the managemert a chance to act 
in this way, victory would be assured 
if all sections in the factory got 
together and jointly put forward their 
demands. 


EVER READY WORFERS 
SHOULD LOOK OUT IN THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS FOR AN 
IMPORTANT FACTORY - GATE 
MEETING. 


* * + 


[S every factory, different sections 
are determined to improve their 
conditions. Unity among them—men 
and girls, day and night shift—is the 
key to success. 
EVERYONE 
THEIR UNION. 


IN EVERY FACTORY, FORM 
A COMMITTEE REPRESENTING 
ALL SECTIONS. 


EVERY WORKER SHOULD 
THEN BACK THIS COMMITTEE 
IN WORKING OUT A LIST OF 
DEMANDS COVERING ALL 
SECTIONS AND TAKING IT TO 


SHOULD JOIN 


| THE MANAGEMENT. 
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MOLOTOY 


Soviet Premier and People’s Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs, made a speech to 
the Supreme Soviet last Friday, which 


ANSWERS YOUR 


* On War Aims 


Germany, which has latterly come 
to unite about eighty million Germans, 
which has brought certain neighbouring 
States under her sway, and which has in 
many respects strengthened her military 
might, has evidently become a dangerous 
competitor for the principal imperialist 
powers of Europe—Great Britain and 
France. They therefore declared war on 
Germany under the pretext of fulfilling 
their obligations towards Poland. 

It is now clearer than ever how far 
the real aims of the Governments of 
these Powers are removed from _ the 
purpose of defending disintegrated 
Poland or Czechoslovakia. This is 
shown if only by the fact that the 
Governments of Great Britain § and 
France have proclaimed that their aim 
in this war is to smash and dismember 
Germany, although this aim ss still 
being concealed from the masses of 
the people under cover of slogans of 
defence of “ democratic” countries and 
* rights” of small nations. 

Inasmuch as the Soviet Union refused 
tio became an abettor of England and 
France in this imperialist policy towards 
Germany, their hostility towards the 
Soviet Union became still more pro- 
nounced, vividly showing how profound 
are the class roots of the hostile policy 
of imperialists towards the Socialist 
State. And when war began in Finland, 
British and French imperialists were pre- 
pared to make it the starting point of 
war against the U.S.S.R. in which not 
only Finland herself, but also the Scan- 
dinavian countries, Sweden and Norway, 
were to be used. ... 


* On Soviet-German Trade 


Attempts have been made to justify 
these [British and French.—Ep.] hostile 
acts towards our foreign trade on the 
grounds that by trading with Germany 
we are helping her in the war against 
England and France. It does not take 
much to see that these arguments are not 
worth a brass farthing. 

One has only to compare the U.S.S.R., 
say, with Rumania. It is known that 
Rumania’s trade with Germany makes 
up half her total foreign trade, and that, 
moreover the share of her national 
production in Rumania’s exports to 
Germany, for example, of such basic 
commodities as oil products and grain, 
far exceeds the share of its national pro- 
duction in the Soviet Union’s exports 
to Germany. Nevertheless, the Govern- 
ments of England and France do not 
resort to hostile acts towards Rumania 
and do not think it possible to demand 
that Rumania should cease trade with 
Germany. Quite different is their attitude 
towards the Soviet Union. 

Hence, the hostile acts of France and 
England towards the Soviet Union are to 
be explained, not by the fact that the 
U.S.S.R. is trading with Germany, but 
by the fact that the plans of the British 
and French ruling circles to utilise our 
country in the war against Germany 
have been frustrated, and as a result, 


QUESTIONS 


they are pursuing a policy of revenge 
towards the Soviet Union. ... 


* On Finland 


What was the meaning of the war 
that took place in Finland during the last 
three-odd months? 

As you know, the meaning of these 
events lay in the necessity of safeguard- 
ing the security of the north-western 
frontiers of the Soviet Union, and, 
above all, safeguarding the security of 
Leningrad. 

All through October and November of 
last year the Soviet Government dis- 
cussed with the Finnish Government pro- 
posals which, in view of the existing 
international situation which was growing 
more and more inflammable, we con- 
sidered absolutely essential and urgent 
for safeguarding the security of our 
country and especially of Leningrad. 
Nothing came of these negotiations in 
view of the unfriendly attitude adopted 
by the Finnish representatives. Decision 
of the issue passed to the field of war. 

It may safely be said that if Finland 
had not been subject to foreign influ- 
ences, if Finland had been less incited 
by certain third States to adopt a hostile 
policy towards the Soviet Union, the 
Soviet Union and Finland would have 
arrived at a _ peaceful understanding 
already last autumn and matters would 
have been settled without war. 

But in spite of the fact that the Soviet 
Government reduced its requests to the 
minimum, settlement could not. be 
reached by diplomatic means... . 


*On Anti-Soviet Plots 


The question remains: Why did the 
ruling circles of England, France and of 
several other countries, too, take such 
an active part in this war on the side of 
Finland against the Soviet Union? It 
is well known that the British and French 
Governments made desperate efforts to 
prevent the termination of the war and 
the restoration of peace in Finland, 
although they were not bound by any 
obligations towards Finland. 

It is also well known that some time 
ago, even though there existed a pact 
of mutual assistance between France and 
Czechoslovakia, France did not come to 
the aid of Czechoslovakia. Yet both 
France and England positively forced 
their military aid upon Finland, doing the 
best they could to prevent the termina- 
tion of war and the restoration of peace, 
between Finland and the Soviet Union. 

Hired  pen-pirates, scribes who 
specialise in fraudulent news and hoaxes, 
are trying to attribute this conduct of 
Anglo-French circles to their particular 
solicitude for “small nations.” But to 
attribute this policy of England and 
France to their particular solicitude for 
the interests of small countries is simply 
ridiculous. To attribute it to their 
obligations towards the League of 


Nations which, it is alleged, demanded 
protection for one of its members, is also 
quite absurd. 

In fact it was hardly a year ago that 
Italy seized and destroyed independent 
Albania, which was a member of the 
League of Nations. Well? Did England 
and France come to Albania’s defence? 
Did they even raise a feeble voice in 
protest against Italy’s predatory action in 
forcibly subjugating Albania, without the 
least regard for its population of over a 
million people, and completely ignoring 
the fact that Albania was a member of 
the League of Nations? No, neither 
English nor French Governments, nor 
yet the United States of America, nor 
the League of Nations which had lost 
every vestige of prestige because it Is 
dominated by these very Anglo-French 
imperialists, did not even raise a finger 
im Ge Cee. . «ss 

Consequently, it is not protection of 
small nations, and not protection of 
the rights of members of the League 
of Nations, that explain the support 
rendered to Finland by the ruling circles 
of England and France against the 
Soviet Union. 


This assistance is to be explained by 
the fact that in Finland they had a 
“place d’armes” ready for an attack 
upon the U.S.S.R., whereas Albania 
did not occupy such a place in their 
plans, 

As a matter of fact, the rights and 
interests of small countries are just so 
much small change in the hands of the 
imperialists. ... 


%& On Soviet Policy 


Stated briefly, the task of our foreign 
policy is to ensure peace between the 
nations and the security of our country. 
The conclusion that must be drawn 
from this is that we must maintain our 
position of neutrality and refrain from 
participating in war between the big 
European Powers. This position is based 
on the Treaties we have concluded and 
it fully corresponds to the interests of 
the Soviet Union. 


At the same time, this position serves 
as a restraining influence in preventing 
the further extension and instigation of 
war in Europe, and it is therefore in 
the interests of all nations that are 
anxious for peace and are already groan- 
ing under the new and enormous burden 
of privations caused by war. 


—the biggest scoop CHALLENGE 
has ever had the pleasure of iN 
presenting to its readers. 7, 
Soviet youth—what are they 
doing, thinking, saying about the C 
problems of today ? r 
N. MIKHAILOV, General Secre- ] | 7, 
tary of the Young Communist A 
League of the Soviet Union, tells " 
you in an exclusive article on: Y 
“Soviet Youth and the Defence C 
of the Socialist Fatherland.” TI 
The capitalist papers twist and = 
lie. They write “ revelations ” about Fi 
the Soviet Union from their arm- SI 
chairs in Fleet Street. S 
CHALLENGE is the only paper .v, 
in Great Britain to present the G 
authentic facts, by the leader of E| 
Soviet youth. VW 
Don’t fail to get your copy— : 
—-NEXT WEEK |}: 
B 
E 

codientntaheadiiintedtiieiaiiall 


CLERGYMAN GI 
CAMPAIGN AGAITI 


THE REV. STANLEY EVANS 
THIS LETTER TO “ CHALLENGI 

‘““ 1am very glad to hear that CHA 
Youth Campaign against the war. 

The Government pretends th 
defence of democracy and for the ind 

‘* As the youth of this country h 
in India, Ulster and other parts of th 
attacks made on those who attempt t 
left in this country, and as they wat 
neutral states finding it ever harder 1 
face of British as well as German 
increasingly that they have been trar 
war. 


“Then they will see the necess 
between the bars of the trap, but « 
of the trap. 

“This war is very largely to be - 
will be the slaughter of youth. 

“Let it be ended. by youth. 

“The movement which the you 
must not only play a leading part in e 
as possible. 


“It must go on to build a rea 
people are banded together for life 
‘“* My best wishes to the campaig: 


* a 
COME AND HEAR ABOUT THE 


Great meetings are being planned ir 
which leading members of the youth or; 
of the campaign. 

Be sure you don’t miss the meeting 

LONDON’S big day is Friday, Apri 
fill the Queen’s Hall. (See advertisemen 

Other meetings are. being arranged i 
Cardiff, Leeds, Newcastle, Liverpool, anc 
be announced shortly. 

The Campaign Manifesto has been i 
of copies are going into factories, clubs, 

‘YYou can help in this great campai 
United Youth Campaign, 58 Theobald’s 
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CHALLENGE 


S 


of IN LONDON—ON THE CLYDE—IN THE NORTH- 
EAST—IN MANCHESTER—YOUNG ENGINEERS HAVE 
SET UP THEIR COMMITTEES TO LEAD THEIR FIGHT... 
IN AN INCREASING NUMBER OF FACTORIES, LADS' 


COMMITTEES ARE SPRINGING UP... 


% YOUNG ENGINEERS IN 
Ye COUNTRY GOT TOGETHER. 


d° GRAMME OF DEMANDS ON WHICH 
ENGINEERS COULD AGREE, AND 
FOR WHICH THEY COULD ASK THE 
SUPPPORT OF THE MEN. 


SO WE'RE OPENING A DISCUSSION. 
er WE GIVE THE FREEDOM OF OUR 
1e COLUMNS TO EVERY YOUNG 
of ENGINEER. 

WE'VE INVITED P. NICKOLAY TO 
OPEN UP. 

TELL US WHAT POINTS YOU AGREE 
WITH. WHICH YOU THINK SHOULD 
BE CHANGED AND HOW. WHAT 
EXPERIENCES YOU'VE HAD. 


GREETS YOUTH 
GAINST THE WAR 


EVANS, OF PLAISTOW, HAS SENT 
LLENGE ”: 

that CHALLENGE is backing the United 
War. 

tends that this war is being fought in 
r the independence of small nations. 
ountry hear more every day of terrorism 
rts of the Empire, as they see increasing 
attempt to use the vestiges of democracy 
they watch Norway, Holland and other 
harder to defend their neutrality in the 
German provocation, they will realise 
been trapped into fighting an imperialist 


ne necessity, not of slipping separately 
ap, but of uniting to SMASH the bars 


ly to be fought by youth. The slaughter 
L. 
uth. 

the young men and women build now, 
part in ending this predatory war as soon 


iid a real new society, in which young 
- for life and not for death. 
campaign.” 


* a \ 
JT THE CAMPAIGN... . 


planned in every big town in the country, at 
youth organisations will explain the purpose 


> meeting in your town. 

iday, April 12, when 2,500 young people will 
yvertisement on page 2 for full details.) 
arranged in Glasgow, Manchester, Edinburgh, 
rpool, and Oxford. Still more meetings will 


was been issued in leaflet form, and thousands 
‘ies, Clubs, Rover crews, etc. | 

at campaign: Send a card to the Secretary, 
heobald’s Road, London, W.C.1. 


| THERE'S NOT A SHOP IN THE COUNTRY WHERE 
Be THE BOYS AREN'T TALKING ABOUT MORE WAGES 
st AND THE OTHER THINGS THEY NEED. 

Is " CHALLENGE" SAYS IT’S ABOUT TIME ALL THE 
EVERY PART OF THE 


TIME THEY WORKED OUT BETWEEN THEM A PRO- 


young workers are concerned—a 


_consideration 


ALL YOUNG 


FrOoR seven months this country has 
been at war. 

These seven months have seen the 
beginning of an attack on our wages and 
conditions in order to make the workers 
pay for the war, and in order to be able 
to undercut German products in the 
world markets. 


What has this meant to young lads and 
girls in the factories? 


Firstly, no attempt has been made by 
the Government to prevent the continual 
increase in the prices of food, clothing 
and other essentials. 


While there have been no end of 
appeals to us to “make sacrifices,” 
employers have Deen allowed to profiteer 


and are making a good thing out of 
the war. 


For us, it is not a question of 
“ sacrifice.” Like it or not, because the 
Government is composed of members of 
the employing, profiteering class, they 
have allowed prices to rise until even 
according to their own official figures, £1 


| of our wages is now only worth 17s. 


True, some sections of industry have 
been granted an increase of—so far as 
few 
pence. But these have been given only 
because the employers feared the rising 
indignation which is showing itself in 
numerous strikes and growing militancy 
in the factories. 


With brothers and fathers being called 
up (and this will become really serious in 
the coming months), increased burdens 
are thrown on youths who frequently 
become the sole wage-earners of their 
families. 


Young engineers are beginning to 
realise that, unless they make a stand 
now, conditions are going to become 
even worse. 


Factory youth committees are being 
formed, and already’ several. clear 
demands have emerged. Let’s know what 
you think of the following points: 


* o 


WAGES. In answer to the recent 
* meagre increase given them, the 
London lads feel they should be given an 
increase of 5s. all round. Taking into 
the low wages paid to 
youths before the war, and the increase 
of prices and profits since, this is the 
minimum justified. 


Then, too, many are saying that in 
future wage negotiations, our position 
should be governed by the practice of 
the last war—full men’s increase for all 
over 18, 50 per cent for all under 18. 


* * . 
2 OVERTIME. With the approach 
* of fine weather, the lads are 


determined not to tolerate the excessive 
overtime they are forced to work, and 


are demanding that the Factory Acts be 
enforced without reserve. 


But these Acts only apply to those 
under 18. Owing to the intimidation and 
bullying methods employed in many 
factories, “you're not forced to work 
overtime—but we are not forced to 
employ you, either,” that’s what the 
bosses say—most young engineers are 
obliged to work these long hours against 
their will. 


In the opinion of the Central Youth 
Committee, the only way in which the 
problem can be solved is by demanding 
that all overtime be stopped and the 
working week for all under 21 limited 
to 47 hours. This, together with the 
demand for 5s. increase, meets the 
requirements of all young engineers. 


* * > 


6 TRAINING. The threat to our 

* future skill, of being employed on 
production and process work without any 
provision for technical and practical 
training, is becoming clear. 

All pre-war facilities that have been 
taken away must be restored. But is 
this sufficient? These facilities only 
affected a minority and left most lads 
exposed to blind-alley employment. 


With the Government requiring rapid 
expansion of the industry to assist their 
war plans, they soon found a way of 
training people—but they have no interest 
in the thousands of lads already in the 
industry. The young’ workers are 
demanding training in the employers’ 
time, for they see exposed the thinness 
of the excuses offered against this by the 
employers. 

+ * 7 


4 DILUTION. The _ question of 

* dilution is raising problems for 
young engineers. Eager to advance their 
skill they will grasp any opportunity, but 
at the same time, they have no desire to 
undercut and undermine the conditions 
of the adult workers. 


If the employers wish a youngster of 
18 to do a man’s job, let them pay a 
man’s wage; that’s the way many are 


%* Shop Stewards, meeting at your National Conference 
%& Lads in the factories — What do you think of this 


CHARTER FOR ALL 
YOUNG ENGINEERS 


put forward by 


P. NICKOLAY 


(Sec., Central Youth 
Committee, A. E. U. ) 
who opens a discussion 
on youths’ demands. 


answering this, and demanding equal pay 
for equal work. 


- * * 
FP RESERVATION. They also want 
J to know why, if there ts such 


shortage of skilled labour and dilution 
necessary, why is it that many lads who 
have served two, three Or four years o 
their apprenticeship, or who have served 
as many years in the industry, are bein 
conscripted. 

Already the Clyde Apprentices’ Com- 
mittee has demanded that no 
engineer shall be conscripted 
dilution is being introduced. 

But should we not go further and 
demand the reservation of all young 
workers in engineering establishments ” 

This is becoming of immediate im- 
portance, in view of the attitude adopted 
by many managements towards any lad 
showing spirit or attempting to organise 
his workmates. “If you don’t behave 
yourself, it’s the army for you, my lad.” 


Such blackmail is a menace to our 
rights, and must be rendered impossibie. 


Youn 


whik 


* * * 


HAVE tried briefly to outline the 

main problems concerning young 
engineers and to show the way in which 
we in London are attempting to solve 
them, 

What do you think, ‘lads ? 

Write to CHALLENGE and give your 
point of view. 


FROM THE CLYDE LADS 


to the Shop Stewards’ Conference 


‘ROM the boys on the Clyde comes 

this message to the historic National 
Conference of Engineering Shop Stewards 
which meets in Birmingham this week- 
end : 

“The Clyde Apprentices’ Committee 
deplores the complacent attitude of 
the trade union leaders in the present 
situation. 

“It is now that we must strengthen 


the organisation of the workers to 
defend and advance our living standards. 
This is why we wholeheartedly welcome 
the National Conference of the Shop 
Stewards, 

“It is such an organisation that is 
necessary to combat the attacks of the 
employers. 

“We wish it all success and achieve- 
ment of its objects.” 


* > 
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WE WANT MR. 


HE editors of the Daily Mirror 


have a funny method of getting 
news about Russia. 


They go to RUMANIA for it. 

David Walker is the name of their 
reporter there. Last week he sent 
home an article called “ The death- 
sob of thirteen million people.” 

It was about the areas of 
former Polish state which are now 
living under Socialism. 

Mr. Walker seems angry that the 
Red Army marched in and saved 
thirteen million people from Hitler. 
He wants us to “do something about 
it.” And what fantastic stories he tells 
us about this PLACE HE’S NEVER 
BEEN TO! 


10 KNOW... 


Smiling, strong and healthy 
—that’s what twenty years 
of Socialism has done for 
Soviet youth Now the 
same path is open to the 
youth of the Western 


Ukraine and Byelorussia. 


ELL, here’s the truth. 


tovn of Bialysto*%. 


Here is his fu. name and address. 


FROM 
SOMEONE ON THE SPOT. 

A letter CHALLENGE has just 
received from a young worker in the 


WW feeat "3 On 


RING DANCE, Saturday, April 6, 7.30—12 


p.m. Les. Ayling’s Band. Express Hall, 
18 Charing Cross Road. Single, 2/-; Double, 
7, ae % we 1 Bloomsbury St., W.C.1. 


MUSeum 2336. 


Where You Can 
Join the Y.CLL. 


XFORD Y.C.L. Dranch meeting every 
Friday, 36 Hythe Bridge St. Regular 
table tennis, discussion 7.30. All welcome. 


AMBETH Y.C.L. welcomes Lambeth Youth 

Open meetings every Tuesday, and socials 

every Sunday, 8 p.m. Montford ‘Hall, Mont 
ford Place, 8.E.11. 


ILMARNOCK YOUTH! Every Thursday 
night, 7 p.m. Young Communist League 
meets Bethany Hall, Fowlds Street. Lectures, 
Diseussion, Recreation, Comradeship. Every. 
body welcome —KILMARNOGK Y.6.L. 


OUTH. Unite om Clydeside. Remember 

Shop Stewards’ Movement. Discuss thie 

with us at 30 Langlands Road, Wednesday. 
8 p.m.—QOVAN Y.6.L. 


OTHERHAM, don’t stay out in the dark; 
join ee ¥Y.C.L. Rambling. 


Sooials, Lectures. ranch meetings & p.m.. 
Friday. over 12 Wellante 


ALFORD Readers, join SALFORD Y.6.L. 
Bright, topical branoh 


: meetings every 
“hursday, 8.15 p.m., 284 Great Clowes &t.. 
Salford, 7. 


ALTHAMSTOW Y.C.L. meets every 
Thursday, at 8 p.m., lla Church Path. 
Discussion, Edueation, and Social All 


young people invited. 


EWCASTLE Y.C.L. welcomes all CHAL- 
4% LENGE Readers to our Branch Meetings 
every Tuesday, 7.30 p.m at 41 New Bridge 
Street, (top floor). 


LYDEBANK Y.C.L. meets every Wednes- 


day at 7.30 in Workers’ Bookshop. A 
hearty welcome to all Youth extended. 


NNING TOWN Y.C.L. welcomes all 
readers of CHALLENGE to our weekly 


Bransh meeting, Beckton Rd. School. Friday. 
Shacites m 


[!4xeron. ——Ap interesting time—socially 
and educationally—awaitse YOU at 48 
Islington Park Street every Friday, at 8&8 
o'clock.—ISLINGTON Y.C.L. 


OIN the NORWICH Y.G.L. and strengthen 
the fight against long hours and poor 


wages. 


Tuesday, 8 p.m., 
Magdalen Street. 


Gurney Court, 


IVERPOOL Y.C.L. All invited to our open | 


branch meetings, Wednesdays, 8 p.m., 
and Sunday socials, 8 p.m., at 38 Edge Lane. 


ORNSEY Y.C.L. meets every Monday, 
8 p.m., 4a Broadway Parade. Discussion, 
rable Tennis, Supper, Billiards All weicome. 


PRINGBURN Y.C.L. are in the war for 


wages |! Meet them at 56 Cowlairs Road, 
on Mondays, at 8 p.m. 


RADESTON Y.C.L. meets every Monday 


night at 341 Wallace Street. We wel- 
come all CHALLENGE readers. 


ST MANCHESTER Y.C.L., Unity Club, 
Ashton New Road. Meeting Sunday. 
3 o'clock. Everybody welcome. 


ULSE HILL and NORWOOD YOUTH— 

your local Y.C.L. meets ‘Thursdays, 

8 p.m., St. Luke's Hall, West Norwood Hich 
Street. 


ORWICH Y.C.L. holds 


regular open | 

meetings, discussions and social evenings 
at Gurney Court, Magdalen St. All Norwich 
CHALLENGE readers invited. 


IDDLESBROUGH Y.C.L. meets every 

night at 425 Linthorpe Road. All youth 
join with us in Education, Recreation, Agita- 
tion, etc. 


OUTHMWARK Y.C.L. meets every Friday, 

84 Blackfrairs Road, S.F.1, 8 p.m. All 

CHALLENGE readers invited to our meet- 
ings. Questione and discussion. 


LFORD and BARKING READERS—come 

and meet the ILFORD Y.C.L. at Ted's 
Café, Ilford Lane, Ilford, near Mortlake Rd.. 
at 8 p.m. on Friday evenings. 


AGENHAM Y.C.L. are fighting for the 

rights of youth. Join them at the Becon- 
tree Avenue Library every Wednesday at 
8 pm. Bright meetings, social events, 
rambles, ete. All welcome. 


Rambles 


ATH CHALLENGE readers, ramble with 

Bath Y.C.L. every Sunday at 10 a.m., 

from “‘ Rebecca at the Well” (facing Guild- 
hall). Bverybody welcome. 


SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENTS 


to CHALLENGE, 127 East Road, London, N.1. | 
Branch. meetings, edueation classes, 2/- per 
month, prepaid. Other adverts, 14d. per word. 
four consecutive insertions for the price of 
three. The rates for displayed advertising on 
application. | 


| 


(Why doesn’t the Daily Mirror reveal 
in the same way the sources of ITS 
information 7?) 


R. Krywiatycki, Bialystok, Ul 
Piwna 5m3, U.S.S.R. 
He writes: 
7. . - 


AM now in a free country. A 
country where you are equal with 
all the people, where there is no 
difference of classes, where there is 
work for everybody, where the name 
‘Jew’ ts no longer heard as an insult. 
“T have been chosen secretary of 
a big club of about 2,000 people. I 
have the chance now to see all the 
best pictures and theatres and operas, 
which could neve. be seen before in 
Poland. 

** All my friends are happy and all 
their dreams, when they were living 
for years under persecution and terror, 
have come true. 


“I was out of work previously for . 


a long time, conditions were very bad. 
‘We all have a chance now.” 
> s ” 
HERE you are. The truth about 
Socialism, in the simple words 
of an ordinary lad. 


WALKER (si 


Not 


Here’s Another 
Tale-Spinner 


Not to be outdone by the 


Mirror is the 
Daily Herald's “Man from Mos- 
cow. 

In a vain attempt to that 


news of the fighting in Finland was 
kept from the Soviet people, he 
writes (Daily Herald, April 1): 
“For more than 30 days the only 
news published in Russia about the 
Finnish war had been the single 
line: “Nothing of importance has 
occurred.” ” 

Mr. Spencer Williams is either 
a brazen liar, or else he could not 
possibly have read a Russian news- 
paper while he was.in the U.S.S.R. 

Every day the Leningrad Military 
Command, which was in charge of 
the campaign, issued a full com- 
munique describing the progress of 
the campaign. These were repro- 
duced in full in all Soviet papers 
and given over the radio (many 
readers wili have heard them). In 
addition, every two or three weeks 
a statement was issued describing 
the stage reached by the campaign. 

Soviet papers had their cor- 
respondents at the front, and 
carried pages each day of inter- 
views with Red Army men, let- 
ters from them, war nows and 
pictures, etc. 

We have the files of these papers 
at the CHALLENGE office if Mr. 
Spence- Williams cares to inspect 
them. 

Or does he? 


David Walker 


He’s on the spot. 
isn’t. 

Now will Mr. David Walker apolo- 
gise for his fairy tales? 


It is fearless and consistent in its 
opposition to the war, which is 
not in the interests of our young 
people. 

@ It mercilessly exposes the em- 
ployers’ efforts to push down the 
standards of youth by low wages, 
overtime, night work, etc. 

@ It fights the Government’s plans 
to regiment our youth through 
such schemes as the Derby Plan, 
and to use them as cheap labour 
against trade union conditions. 

@ It recognises the struggle of young 
people in the factories for better 
conditions, and lets them know 
how young people in other parts 
of the country are facing the same 
problems. 


@ It shows the young people in the 


Clubs, Scouts, Y.W.C.A., etc., how 
they can really put their finest 
ideals into practice. 

It is the champion of interna- 
tionalism among youth in Britain. 
It’s the only weekly paper in 
Great Britain produced by youth 
for youth. 

Become a regular reader. 


This leaflet was issued by the 


| London District Committee Of Made ina40-how week factory 


GOOD REASONS WHY YOU 
SHOULD READ CHALLENGE 
REGULARLY 


the Y.C.L. Why not reprint it 
for use in your area? 

And you—reader—who have 
seen these seven points. You 
can get “Challenge” sent to 
you by post every week for 
three months by sending 1/8 to 
“Challenge,” 127 East Road, 
London, N.l. Or if you want 
our local agent to deliver it 
us a 
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STUDENT CONGRESS VOTES 


127 East Read, London, N.1. 


a 


New Advance For 


Seottish Youth 


g ASE week-end saw a new step forward 

in the development of the working- 
class movement at the first National 
Conference of the Scottish Young Com- 
munist League, from which was elected 
a Scottish National Council to direct the 
work of the League. 


Young lads and girls from every main 
industry, representing 23 Y.C.L. 
discussed the effects of the war upon 
youth and discussed a policy which will 
draw the mass of young people in ihe 
struggle against the war. 

Cecil Thomson, Scottish Organiser, 
presenting the main report showed the 
devastating effects of the Government’s 
war policy upon young people. However, 
the young workers were beginning to 
reply in the only language the ruling 
class understand. 

Mick Bennett, National Secretary of 
the Y.C.L., in the course of his state- 
ment, said that the United Youth Cam- 
paign in Scotland must effectively answer 
the pacifist arguments of the No-Con- 
scription League and the I.L.P., which 
were confusing many genuine opponents 
of the war who were unable as yet to 
see the correct way forward. 


LONDON DISTRICT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


(These announcements will appear cach 
week a will, in many cases, take the 
place of circulars and letters. Branch 
Secretaries and other officers, and L.D.C. 
members and c es, should act on 
the announcements immediately.) 


QUEEN'S HALL RALLY.—Unsold tickets 
and cash must be returned to 390 by 
Wednesday, April 10. 

EDUCATION CONFERENCE this Sun- 
day (7th) at i5 Percy Street, from 
10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Two delegates 
from each branch. - 


CHAIRMEN & SECRETARIES.—Specia! 
meeting on Saturday afternoon, April 
13. Place will be announced next week. 


MANY BRANCHES have not yet ordered 
supplies of the United Youth Manifesto 
or the pamphlet “Youth and the 
War." Please send someone to 
collect supplies this week. 


ELIZABETH SCOTT reminds all treasurers 
that she wants fo see them at the 
office urgently. 

ALL CASH in hand for the £500 Fund 
should be sent to Elizabeth Scott at 
390 immediately. 

LONDON DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


AGAINST THE WAR 


TEST of opinion, taken at the most representative student 
conference ever held in this country, showed a two-to-one 


majority against the war. 


At the full session of the British Student Congress at. Leeds on Saturday 
a resolution condemning the war and urging students to work with all sections 
of the people against it received 281 votes as against 150 votes for a pro-war 


resolution. There were 48 abstentions. 


The Congress passed by 451 votes to 6 a resolution “ rejecting emphatically 


the attitude put forward by Lord Halifax that this is a war of youth against 


youth,” and pledging itself to work to develop the spirit of internationalism 
and international good feeling between the peoples of the world. 


= 


* 


AS‘ reported in a “Stop Press” message in last week's CHALLENGE, the 


Annual Council of the League of Nations Union Youth Groups, held at 


Cloughton, Yorkshire, declared against the war by a majority of 29 votes to 21. 


The resolution stated : 


“This Council recommends the Executive Committee of the L.N.U. to express 
its belief that the present war is not being fought in defence of League of Nations 
principles, but rather for the imperialist interests of the belligerents; that its continu- 
ance can only bring increased misery and suffering to the peoples of the world; and 
calls on the Executive to explain to the people of this country that it is in their 
interests to demand a Government which will end the war and call a Peace Con- 
ference with the purpose of removing the causes of war.” 


NO CO-OPERATION WITH 
GOVT’S YOUTH COMMITTEE 


BY an overwhelming majority, the 

National Conference of the British 
Federation of Co-operative Youth, 
meeting during Easter at Walsall, 
completely rejected a proposal to 
co-operate in the National Youth 
Committee. 


The Conference's decision’ to 
oppose the imperialist war was 
reported in last week’s CHALLENGE. 

The National Youth Committee has 
been set up by the Government under 


the aegis of the Board of Education, 


to form a network of local Youth 
Committee to “co-ordinate” the 
youth movement. 

There is growing feeling im all 
youth organisations against the activi- 
ties of the National Youth Committee, 
which at the moment seems to be 
trying to buy its way into a position 
of control in a number of youth 


organisations. 


Taking advantage of the constant 
struggle for funds of many voluntary 
youth organisations, the Committee 
offers them fat subsidies—and then 
produces its conditions! 


Speakers at the Co-operative Youth 
Conference pointed out that the road 
of “co-ordination ’’ opened up by the 
activities of the National Youth 
Committee could only lead to the 
Hitlerisation of the British Youth 
Movement. 


Its call for 
service,” said Gordon Cree, is an 
attempt to line up youth behind the 
imperialist war. 


The decision of the Co-op. youth 
shows that working-class youth are 
not fooled by this Government Com- 
mittee, that they will not co-operate 
in it, and are determined to expose 
it as a plan to tie the youth movement 
to the war machine. 


‘Five Bob or else ’”’— 
AND THEY WON! 


“AAORE WAGES—less overtime.”’ 

Here is the story of how the 
young workers at the Woodside 
Engineering Works, Glasgow, rallied 
round this slogan. 

Last Tuesday, the day-shift girls 
stopped work as a protest against 
overtime. 

Tuesday night, the  night-shift 
stopped work for a 5s. increase. 

Wednesday—the girls stayed out for 
the 5s. demand. 


By Wednesday night, the whole 
factory was at a standsiill. 


+ + * 


(THE young workers adopted the 
cry: “ Five bob or else—.” 


The feeling ran high, and they 
were absolutely solid. CHALLENGE 
was well received among them, and 
CHALLENGE sellers were asked for 
advice about issuing a strike leaflet. 


+ * * 


(THE management offered a 10 per 
cent increase. This was turned 
down, as although it meant 5s. for 
the higher-paid workers, it would only 
mean 2s. for the lower-paid youth. 
The whole factor, stayed out until 
the 5s. rise was granted to all workers. 
After their victory, the night-shift 
went back on Friday night and the 
day-shift on Saturday. 


May Day, 1916 
IN BERLIN! 


four weeks to May-Day, 
young workers should learn 
the heroic traditions of this day of 
struggle. 

This week we tell of May-Day, 
1916, when Karl Liebknecht raised 
in Berlin the cry: “ Down with the 
War! ” 

“ Posters were printed illegally, 
bearing the words: “All to the 
May-Day demonstration.’ Leaflets 
were also distributed through muli- 
tant workers; these ran: ‘ All who 
are against the war, come to Pots- 
dam Square, May 1, 8 p.m. 
Bread! Liberty! Peace! ° 

“ On the evening of May 1, 1916, 
a crowd of at least ten thousand 
workers assembled in Potsdam 
Square, in spite of the masses of 
foot and mounted police surround- 
ing it. At eight o'clock Lieb- 
knecht, in his soldier's uniform, 
appeared in the middle of the 
demonstration and tried to speak; 
but he was only able to shout: 
‘Down with the War! Down with 
the Government!’ before he was 
arrested, and he was at once taken 
away by strong police forces. The 
demonstrators were attacked by 
the police, but formed into three 
columns and marched round the 
streets for two hours until, after 
frequent conflicts with the police, 
they were at last dispersed. 

“‘Liebknecht had judged cor- 
rectly the rising discontent and 
readiness to fight. . .. 

“On May 1, 1916, at the same 
time as the Berlin demonstration 
at which Liebknecht was arrested, 
Spartacist demonstratiens were also 
held in Dresden, Jena, Stuttgart, 
Magdeburg, Braunschweig, Leip- 
zig, Kiel, Bremen and Duisburg.” 

From Kari Liebknecht, by Emile 
Burns. 
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April 4, 1940 


Cxcre ATULATIONS, 
Y.C.L.ers and all readers ! 
Cx: ve done it. £120 we 
asked for by April 1. And in 
this first message I am writing 
to you since my appointment as 
Fund Organiser, ’m happy to 
announce that the total we got 
was £120 14s. 54d. 

The passing of this first stage of 
our campaign for £500 by May I is 
a smashing victory. I hope you'll feel 
as | do—proud of our achievement 
and confident of success. 

Outstanding in helping to score this 
victory have been the Scottish and 
London branches. 

Mick Bennett, National Secretary of 
the Y.C.L., came into the office this 
morning and put £21 down on my 
desk. “Here you are,’ he said, 
“ from the Scottish Conference of the 
Y.C.L.—and the comrades say that’s 
just a start.” 

He told me about the decision of 
the Conference to set a Scottish quota 
of £200, and of its splendid plans to 
achieve that figure. The £21 was the 
result of a collection, just to show the 
spirit in which the Scots mean to 
tackle the Campaign. 


SMASHING 
OUR FUND 
NEXT STEP 


STOP PRESS 


New Attack On 


Y.C.L And 
‘* Challenge ’ 


YESTERDAYS leading article in 
the Daily Sketch, owned by the 
millionaire Lord Kemsley, is devoted 
to a long attack on CHALLENGE 
and the Young Communist League. 

This capitalist propaganda sheet, 
which dares to talk of “ free speech ” 
and “democracy,” calls on_ the 
Government to take action against us. 

[he Governments Ministry of 
“Information” is known to have 
been in touch with the capitalist 
papers recently asking them to launch 
a campaign against organisations 
which oppose the war. 


What are these “ democrats ”’ 
planning ? 

Who ordered that article in the 
Daily Sketch? 


Help us fling back in their teeth 
their dark hints about where our 
finance comes from! Help us to take 
the measures which will protect us 
against all attacks ! 


POUR IN AT ONCE EXTRA- 
SPECIAL DONATIONS TO QUR 
YOUNG WORKERS’ FIGHTING 
FUND AS YOUR ANSWER TO 
LORD KEMSLEY. 


From London, we've had £30 in 
two weeks, thanks to the excellent 
plan worked out by the London 
District Council and the hard work 
of the L.D.C. members, headed by 
Liz Scott, whom they’ve put in charge. 

Thanks, comrades, to you ll! 
And to the other branches of the 
League—don't be shy because you 
cant get the same £ s. d. as these two 
most powerful districts of our League. 
It's the same SPIRIT I want to see— 
and I want to hear from you all 
this week, giving your plans and your 
first instalment. 


In London, they’re organising on 
April 26 a great eve of May Day re- 
union for the whole League member- 
ship, at which the final spurt for the 
Find will be made. Will we be able 
to announce the £500 there, five days 
ahead of time ? 


You bet we will, if everyone gets | 
down to the next steps! 
* * * 


Wat are these next steps that can, 


in the clear month we have 

ahead of us, bring in that remaining 
£380 ? 

Every League branch should set 


itself a quota and work out plans for 
a campaign reaching far outside its 
own ranks, using the following three 
events as the next steps: 

(1) A really big, well-planned branch 
meeting as soon as possible, at which 
a leading comrade should read out 
this page and explain the importance 
of the Fund. Then a bumper collec- 
tion—not just “spare a copper ’—but 
real sacrifices, so that you can send 
us a really fine donation to start off 
your campaign. 

(2) Answer the Keynes Plan! This 
week the papers announce that the 
Government is to push this scheme 
to rob the workers of their wages. 
We want, next pay day—FRIDAY, 
APRIL 12—collections in at least 50 
big factories to answer this plan. 

Wherever there are CHALLENGE 
readers, ask them to sacrifice not for 
but against the war. Their tanners 
will help defeat the Keynes swindle ! 

(3) On Tuesday, April 16—the 
birthday of that glorious fighter Tom 
Mann—the TOM MANN DAY OF 
SACRIFICE. On this day we ask 
every comrade to sacrifice half a day’s 
pay. Leading Y.C.L. and Party mem- 
bers and trade unionists have already 
promised to set the example. Will 
you join in? 

These three steps, together with a 
big use of the collecting cards we 
have available, and the arranging of 
at least one social event in each 
branch, will be a big step forward. 

And you, individual readers, can 


| £1 10s6.; 


_—— = 


VICTORY FOR 


INTRODUCING .... 


—AND VERONICA FELLOWS 


Organiser of 
Fighting Fund. Veronica is 
a member of the Southgate Y.C.L., and of the 
London District Committee of the League. 

“It will be a tremendous victory if we can 
“and we 
can if every branch of the League PLANS its 
quota, and if every individual reader sends a 


—Appointed as National 


Young Workers’ 


get that £500 by May 1,” she says, 


contribution.” 


ARTHUR MARKHAM 


—New Business Manager of CHAL- 
LENGE. Is a member of Lambeth 
Y.C.L. and a leading figure in the Lon- 
don District of the League. Comes to 
CHALLENGE from Central Books, Ltd. 

First aim is to get 5,000 extra weekly 
sales, based on the factories and youth 
organisations. “This will immensely 
strengthen the struggle of the League and 
the young workers against the war,” says 
Arthur, “and will give our paper finan- 
cial stability.” 


* 


the 


THE FUND 


Brought forward: £68 16s. 1tid.; Glasgow 
City Committee, 10s.; Liverpool Y.C.L., 12s.; 
Kilmarnock Y.C.L., 5s.; St. WHelen’s Y.C.L., 
1s. 8d.; Leeds C., 6s.; Bradford Y.C.L., 3s.; 
Stockton Y.C.L., 7s. 6d.; Newcastie Y.C.L., 
5s. 3d.; Leicester Y.C.L., 7s. 6d.; Cde. Weddell 
(late), 2s. 5d.; S. D., 2s. 9d.; Partick Y.C.L., 
Young Hostler (Govan), 6d.; Hudders- 
field Y.C.L., 3s.; Bristol Y.C.L., £1 10s.; Leeds 
Y.C.L., 2s.; Glasgow S.W., 2s. 6d.; Sandiacre 
Readers, 3s.; R. G. E. (Toton), 2s.; Theo. 
(Toton), 6d.; C. T. B. (Toton), 6d.; Long Eaton 
Y.C.L., 2s. 6d.; Mitcham, 1s. 9d.; Per Veronica, 
3s.; Y.C.L. B’head Group, 4s. 2d.; Wrexham, 
2s. 6d.; A. B. Thomas, 5s. 6d.; Liverpool, 5d.; 
Edward Griffiths, 1s.; Conscript, 1s.; Nottingham 
Y.C.L., £9; Farthings, 9id.; Scottish Conference, 
£21 5s.; Manchester £3; Middlesbro’ Y.C.L., 
11s. 6d.; Govan, 10s.; Liverpool, Gs. 6Gd.; Nat 
Traynor, 2s. 6d.; Per L. D. C., £17 Os. Gid. 

TOTAL, April 1: £120 14s. 54d. 

Donations from London and Scottish branches 
will be acknowledged separately in next week's 
issue. 


ee 


join in too—in our answer to the 
Keynes Plan, in our Day of Sacrifice 
—in using a collecting card. 

Write to me at 127 East Road, 
telling me what your branch—or you 
individually—mecrn to do. 


+ + * 
WeEVE already told you that the 
attacks of the rich upon. us 
would ‘take many forms. Now a 


new blow has been aimed at us. 

On April 1 the price of paper, 
controlled by the Government, again 
rose heavily. On April 2 we learned 
that unless we bought seven weeks’ 
supplies of paper in advance—CASH 


DOWN—we would not get the paper 


on which to print CHALLENGE. 


This is a new and heavy burden. | 


But, with the victory of the £120 as 
proof, I'm convinced that for all the 
bank balances of the monopolists we 


are stronger than they. For we have 


the youth with us, and nothing can 
stop wus. 

So forward together, 
and on to the £500! 


comrades, 


—Veronica Feliows 


Readers’ letters on the 
fund have been held 


over till next week. 


Young Workers 
RALLY 


CHORLTON TOWN HALL, 


ALL SAINTS 


on SUNDAY, APRIL 7th 


at 3 p.m. 


Speakers : 
MICK BENNETT 


National Secretary Young Communist League 


TOM BALL 


A.E.U. 
BILL WHITTAKER 


Lancashire Organiser Communist Party 
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COMMUNITY 
AS THE 
SOCIAL APPLICATION 


OF PACIFISM 


ROBABLY most of us who are interested in community 
see in it the meeting place of two of the most powerful 


urges in the religious world to-day, namely the socialistic and 
the pacifist. 


The socialist analysis and criticism of the capitalist system 
impinges on the Christian consciousness chiefly in its moral 
bearing. From the consideration of the tremendous spiritual-and 
ethical issues raised, the Christian comes gradually to see the 
system in which he is engulfed as morally condemned and dis- 
credited. He begins to see it in much the same way as an 
earlier generation came to view chattel slavery, or as the medizval 
Church always regarded the practice of usury—as something 
lying outside the pale of Christian respectability. In fact, I 
suppose, he comes to see it as a combination in a modern and 
subtle form of both these social vices. 


Not all Christian thinking has arrived at this stage, and the 
process must necessarily be slow since those best equipped to do 
the thinking are, generally speaking, members of, or very much 
dependent on, that section of society most deeply implicated in 
the evil. It is extraordinarily difficult to be sincere when one’s 
living and social status are vitally affected. Nevertheless the 
socialist criticism has already undermined the moral foundations 
of the existing order to a much greater extent than most people 
are willing to admit; and with devastating effect upon the religious 
situation. For in religion complete sincerity is an essential factor. 
No fire from heaven can fall without it, and the least suspicion 
that our economic life is an abomination in the eyes of God 1s 
enough to destroy the sense of reconciliation and _ victory, 
and to cut us off from the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. 
A flatness and deadness in the religious field is characteristic of 


to-day, because we are all more or less aware that we have ceased 
to be a Christian society, and become instead a divided and 
warring camp with an owning class systematically exploiting the 
need and toil of their less fortunate proletarian brethren, and 
from time to time dragging the whole world into war in their 
competitive struggle for monopolies, markets and profits. Nor 
is the spiritual case of their less fortunate brethren much happier. 
“First be reconciled to your brother”’ is the first law of the Church 
according to its Founder, the prerequisite of all worship and 
religious activity. ‘he intelligent worker of to-day is very far 
from being reconciled to the parasitical owning class, yet no hint 
of this is permitted to disturb the peace of a Church embracing 
both classes but controlled, financed and staftled by members 
of the offending class. All attempts to get down to the roots of 
the trouble are foredoomed to fatlure so long as we insist on up- 
holding the existing economic system as morally valid. ‘Till this 
stumbling-block has been faced and dealt with, no amount 
of private piety or fervour or good works, no religious rites or 
formulz, can roll back the reproach, and restore to us the sense 
that we are reconciled to God and to one another. It is out of 
this unhappiness of spirit and feeling of uncleanness resulting 
from the new light on social relationships that the urge towards 
community springs. 


Yet, probably, it is only the pactfist strain in us which makes 
community appear to be the solution. ‘The non-pacifist, however 
acutely he may feel the criticism of the system, always sees him- 
self as so inextricably bound up within the unity of the State 
that the problem presents itself simply as a political problem. 
To his mind, by reason of the homage he pays to brute-force 
and military power, the State always appears as the supreme 
unity and reality—at least as far as social and practical matters 
are concerned. ‘lhe Church and the Kingdom of God no doubt 
represent superior integrations to the Christian; but only, it 
seems, In their eternal and spiritual aspect. ‘They have no 
immediate jurisdiction in the social affairs of this world. So the 
non-pacifist turns his eyes to the State and the political field 
as the obvious sphere of operations for all who would remedy 
social and economic evils. 


This all-but-universal obsession with politics that marks our 
day, and even the Church of our day, is probably due in the 
first place to man’s instinctive veneration for size and power and 
numbers, and his belief that everything in this world depends 
on these. Probably it 1s not a considered opinion at all with 
most people, but something drunk in with their mother’s milk 
and held unquestioningly until the end. As far as we can see, 
civilization has always depended on the submiss‘on of man, 
voluntarily or otherwise, to some holder (or holders) of the mono- 
poly of armed force. Always it has appeared that only on this 
basis of pooled force could man be unified and his inherent 


selfishness and individualism curbed sufficiently to make possible 
corporate effort of any kind. 


No doubt, with many idealists and reformers the coercive 
basis is not in mind when they turn to the political field to 
effect social reforms. Rather they have in mind the unity of 
mankind which they see symbolised, and partly expressed, in the 
State. Social problems are for them ‘total’ problems and must 
therefore be solved through this instrument of man’s tctality. So, 
while it is commonly allowed that man’s spiritual salvation re- 
quires a break-away from the world and an initiation into 
a higher society of a radically different order, his social and 
practical salvation is held to require a refusal to break away and 
the closest possible identification of himself with mankind in 
the mass. Until all are ready—or at least the effective majority— 
nothing can or ought to be attempted : our social conduct must 
be determined by the level attained by the majority, and our 
only escape is into aspirations, and programmes advanced as 
applicable only to the whole community at some future date. 


The effect of this approach to the social problem is plainly 
disastrous to the pure ethical teaching of Jesus. For whereas 
he thundered against all attempts to make his laws other than 
absolute and fundamental in the life of his followers, this 
acceptance of the authority of the State in social conduct compels 
the Christian to adopt a two-standard morality. ‘There is one 
morality for private conduct, determined by Christian principles, 
and ancther for public conduct, determined by expediency, and 
the major itv sote or the mind of the ruling class. The attempt 


to fit the Christian ethics, even in private matters, into the pagan 
social framework results in a whittling down process, and the 
substitution of an adaptable and formless spirit for the bold 
characteristic ethic of the Gospels. It means that the Sermon 
on the Mount, and all specific teaching that has any social 
bearing, must be blue-pencilled in the interests of the unifica- 
tion of man within the State and its social and economic order. 


For pacifists this totalitarian theory of social conduct has 
suffered a considerable shcck. Not even our notorious English 
inability to see the logical implications of a position, and our 
tolerance of those who differ from us ( for what are mere differ- 
ences of opinion so we be sound on our national and racial 
unity! ) can altogether soften this shock, or disguise the depth 
of the gulf that has opened out between the pacifist and his 
warring brother. From time to time some outspoken critic 
makes it perfectly plain to us what a tremendous social crime we 
have committed in the judgement of the ordinary man. In the 
most important matter conceivable we have broken away from 
the majority ruling. At a crisis which has appeared to the 
nation as a supreme moment of destiny, of inspiration and self- 
realisation, we have stood aside out of loyalty to a principle 
hardly discernible to some go per cent of the population. 


It is hard to imagine a deeper cleavage in the thought of 
mankind. Here is a principle which reaches down to the 
foundations of society, vitally affecting the freedom and well- 
being of all, in loyalty to which a small but sincere section of 
the community is prepared to defy the decision of the over- 
whelming majority. An ethical divergence of this dimension 
cannot fail to effect a revolutionary change in the whole life 
and outlook of those who accept it, and in their relationship to 
orgamised society as a whole. For here is no mere difference 
of opinion on a matter of procedure, but a declaration of dis- 
sent in regard to society’s governing principle and the direction 
by which it has set its compass. For the pacifist the claims of 
the Kingdom of God are now seen to intrude into the supposed 
jurisdiction of the kingdoms of this world in a manner direct 
and challenging, and altogether upsetting to the prevailing total- 
itarian theory of social conduct. 


SS 
\ 


The question which arises in the mind of the pacifist is 
whether, by any chance, he has stumbled on the road to social 
advance laid down by our Lord and hidden from us these many 
centuries by overgrowths of misconception and worldly assump- . 
tions. Have we quite wrongly taken it for granted that the 
social belongs by right to the province of the political, and 
that the jurisdiction of the Church is limited to private conduct 
and worsh‘p, and what influence it can bring-to bear on the - 
State’s ordering of social life? May it. not be that what the 
pacifists have done in the matter of war is just what all Christ- 
ians should always have done in all important. realms of life?-. 
Should not the Church, through its councils, determine all 
matters of conduct for its members? Did not-the original idea 
of the Christian society contain the authorisation of the Church, 
as such, to legislate for its own members-—-to “‘bind and: to 
loose”? By what devious paths have we come to this: state of. 
affairs in which the legislative body of the Church and of the State 
is one and the same? It is, we know, on the dual assumption 
that the nation is a Christian nation, with Church and State as 
complementary aspects of one underlying unity,.and that’ the - 
coercive machinery of the State constitutes a fit and proper in- 
strument to discipline a Christian society and apply its teaching 
in corporate matters. Neither of these notions would seem to 
us to hold good to-day; and our crying need is, therefore, to- 
recover for the Christian Church its contrel over its own life : 
and conduct. The conversion of the non-Christian element | 


might possibly follow this, but could net conceivably be expected: 
to precede it. : 


So in the movement towards social righteousness (this call’ 
of the Spirit to make Christ king of all departments of life, | 
which is perhaps the finest feature of our day) we are confronted | 
with two very different approaches. ‘The non-pacifist turns to 
the exacting task of wresting the state machinery from. the 
control of the vested interests to use it fur the emancipation of 
mankind and the establishment of a just social order ; while the 
pacifist, so far as he realises the logic of his position, turns to 
the Church to enlarge its scope and exalt its authority. For 
here, in the Church, we see the God-giien alternative ordering 
of life—on a voluntary basis, and inspired by a common faith. 


In the very centre of this faith is found the new method of 
dealing with evil by Redemptive Love. The Cross of Calvary, 
in which the new principle is exemplified, forms the rallying 
point of the new society and the ground of the new covenant 
between God and man. The same principle is, in the Sermon 
on the Mount, made the basis of the New Law—the abandon- 
ment of coercion and the refusal to engage in the struggle for 
power and riches ; the entire reliance upon spiritual methods in 
the fight with evil. Here is our charter and our commission, 
and what more could any pacifist require? Absolved from the 
world’s idolatry of force, and freed from all delusions as to its 
necessity in God’s scheme of things, he can give himself to the 
new order in Christ without reserve. It certainly seems that it 
was left to pacifism to discover — or at least rediscover — the 
unity and wholeness of the Christian ethic, and the radical 
divergence between the Kingdom of God and the kingdoms of 
this world. 

One may, perhaps, present the pacifist attitude towards the 
State in much the same terms as those used by St.Paul towards 
the Mosaic Law. It is good in a restrictive sense, assisting man 
to curb his anarchic individualism sufficiently to attain to some 
measure of organised efficiency and mastery over natural forces. 
It has served to bring us so far on our way, and to confront us 
with the problem ; but it is powerless to raise us to God, and 
must be broken with before we can step on to the higher ground 
of His Kingdom. One must die to the law to give reality to 
grace. The new is a substitute for the old, carrying forward its 
best elements, but in an entirely new setting. “If ye be circum- 
cised Christ shall profit you nothing.’’ What St. Paul saw so 
plainly in regard to the inner life we now see of the social life. 
Redemptive love and coercive law cannot be run together to 
form one system. Our Lord was emphatic in the Sermon on 
the Mount that while he fulfilled the ethical content of the law 
he rejected the coercive. And an ethical code which refuses 
the backing of penal sanctions is a new thing —a totally new 
foundation for society. So if Christ is to become King of all 
life, it cannot be by means of any return to, or compromise with, 
the Mosaic principle embodied in political machinery, but 
through the ordering of life on the new voluntary basis. 


Community, then, is no sideshow in the activities of Christ- 
endom. Rather, it marks a stage in its development resulting 
from the coming home of the truth, long ignored or relegated 
to a realm of abstractions, that the new teaching requires a new 
society to implement it—a society divinely instituted for the 
purpose. What is impossible to mankind rallied on the State’s 
coercive basis is quite possible and even, we may say, natural 
to a voluntary society rallied round Christ and his Cross. What 
would spell death and dissolution to the one is the life and 
health of the other. Community therefore represents an awak- 
ened self-consciousness on the part of the Church in regard to 
its social and economic responsibilities. It is a realisation that 
not only must it clear itself of the guilt attaching to an evil sys- 
tem and its wars, without waiting for the lead (or compulsion) 
of the State, but also that it, and not the State, holds the key 
to the whole social problem. Right social relationships can only 
be attained in the new and divinely appointed society which, by 
the terms of its charter, is separated from all reliance on brute 
force, and has its whole faith directed towards the kind of power 
revealed in the life of Jesus. 

So pacifism, which at first appears as a negation, shortly 
transforms itself into one of the most positive and direct chal- 
lenges that Christendom has known. Community is the accept- 
ance of the challenge. It sets itself to demonstrate that, after 
all, Christianity is a workable theorv of life—and that, at a time 
when popular thought has concluded that it is an impracticable 
dream. We are convinced that this misconception is wholly due 
to the fact that we have thought we could offer God our worship 
and our mystical life, while deliberately giving our money and 
energies and intelligence tu profit-making in a usurious and 
warring world. ‘Where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be 
also”: ““Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” That our possess- 
ions and work-a-day life and all our economic and social arrange- 
ments can be offered to God, and successfully ordered by him 
through the guidance and power of his Spirit operating in the 
Christian community, is something which certainly needs to be 
demonstrated to the sceptics within and without the Church. 
It can only be demonstrated, in its pioneer stage, by small groups 
of men and women who believe in the essential nature of the 


idea, and are prepared to take all risks in devoting their lives 
and all they possess to the task. 

lt would be foolish to minimise the risks and costs involved. 
We are, of course, “‘sure of ultimate victory’’—as the militarists 
say unceasingly. The power and wisdom are there, in Christ; 
but centuries of reliance on worldly wisdom and on the powers 
of the State have almost entirely destroyed in us all ideas as to 
how men may live as brothers, and be loyal and diligent under 
a spiritual discipline. We have so long been accustomed to 
defer only to economic necessity, and to work to the crack of 
the whip, and to treat the religious field as one in which we air 
our independence, that the task of rediscovering the secret of 
practical Christian fellowship constitutes as great and hazardous 
an adventure as any yet offered to man. Neither must we imag- 
ine that a life of this kind can ever guarantee the sort of secur- 
ity and protection from attack that the world seeks in the State. 
As followers of Jesus we ought not to seek this immunity, but 
only to be able to meet the attack in the spirit of the Cross, and 
present to the world the kind of life which removes the occasion 
and excuse for attack—especially any incentive to covetousness. 
Everything seems to us to depend upon whether or not the 
Faith, correctly understood, gives this power to man. For if it 
does not, if brute force and bribery and other worldly incentives 
are essential ingredients in the social life of man, we must cert- 
ainly abandon pacifism, and play our part in fighting to uphold 
that central power on which these depend, and by which they 
are regulated. In that case the Sermon on the Mount must be 
regarded as a remote and far-off goal, and not, as it professes to 
be, a foundation for Christian living; Christ may be adored but 
not yet followed, or obeyed. 

The genius of the pacifist movement lies in its putting simple 
obedience before apparent expediency. The contracting out of 
war was a remarkable demonstration of the imperative nature of 
Christian conscience. The sincerity of the stand will be judged 
by whether we give the same daring obedience, in defiance of 
all rules of expediency, in other departments of morality. The 
economic field is of course the testing ground. ‘Shooting’ wars 
are only periodic intensifications of our systematic economic 
warfare, as expressed to-day in capitalism, and formerly in land- 
lordism, serfdom and chattel slavery. If we contract out of the 


symptom but not out of the disease, we shall create no great 
impression of sincerity. ‘he moral sensitiveness which enables 
a man to see war as wrong, and the theory of life which 
prompts him to give it up on that account (even while the major- 
ity are still convinced that it must be retained), should lead us 
to some equally drastic step in regard to the economic system. 
Community appears to be that step. It is the application of 
the pacifist principle to the social side of life. Like pacifism, it 
cannot easily escape the appearance of ineffectualness. The 
Cross is still, to most peop'e, both foolishness and a stumbling- 
block whenever it is applied to mundane affairs. But there are 
reasons for thinking that the community movement may grow 
to become in our day what the monastic movement was in its 
day—the chief source of inspiration and Christian culture in a 
dark and tyrannical age. Pacifism has come, and is not likely to 
be overthrown; it is both ethically and theologically firmly 
grounded in Christian thought—a most robust infant! Its effect 
will be to challenge the totalitarian drift which is inescapable in 
the political world. ‘The ethical undermining of the moral found- 
ations of the economic system will go steadily on its way. No- 
thing can stop that. These two forces will (even in this island 
stronghold of individualism) drive men and women in their 
thousands into community. Only state action could prevent it: 
and even that would but force the movement underground into 
its spiritual catacombs, giving it toughness and the spirit of hero- 
ic adventure. ‘he claim is now being made by God in the sout 
of man that the everyday affairs be offered to His control. In- 
volved in this is the need for a recovery of primitive Christian 
devotion and unworldliness; but the dominant note is that which 
has peculiar appeal for our day — the sacramental interpretation 
of life, the hallowing of the material basis, and the offering it 
to God as his instrument. We are here on the track of some- 
thing that appeals to the whole of man, and demands the dedi- 
cation of all he possesses; not simply as an individual, or linked 
with others in somewhat superficial association for purposes of 
worship and propaganda, but united in a corporate association 
which extends to the jcint ownership and control (in God’s name) 
of all those human and material sides of life in which men have 
always played for their own hands, fought their rivals, exploited 
and enslaved the weak, and turned the world into a battlefield. 


As in the days of the Renaissance there came to the secular 
Christian mind a vision of the possibilities of Christian nation- 
hood, a vast new field of opportunity in science, culture, and 
commerce, threugh the escape from the domination of the narrow 
ecclesiastical mind, so to-day, through our deliverance from the 
notion that the Kingdom of God depends for its establishment 
on the mediumship of kings, politicians, and their armies, there 
is opened out before-us a tremendous vision of the possibilities 
of direct Christian action which relies only on the weapons and 
instruments put into our hands by Christ. We set to work, there- 
fore, to move back on to ecclesiastical ground those sides oi life, 
which have fallen a prey to the political and economic powers. 
We return from our unhappy excursion in search of ‘godly prin- 
ces’ and statesmen and industrial magnates to assist us in build- 
ing God’s Kingdom on eirth. We return to Mount Zion — 
God’s appointed ground of the voluntary society of believers — 
and we bring (as far as we possess them)the fields, factories and 
workshops, and all the economic arrangements, and offer them 
to God and his Christ. 

But, in returning to the Church, we very naturally desire to 
see that it is the Church, and not a chaplaincy to the State or 
to the ruling class. We are well aware that for most of our 
fellow Christians the nation is their real church, and the Church 
but an inner sanctuary. [he community movement will there- 
fore need to defend its own principle from the secular spirit of 
its war-believing fellow Christians. And this, in practice, will 
mean that there cannot at first be that close relationship between 
the communities and the Church authorities that we hope for 
eventually. ‘The communities will have to safeguard their own 
autonomy, and receive direct from God the keys of authority 
to manage their own affairs in Christ’s name. Wise Church 
leaders will, no doubt, see the necessity for this, and take steps 
to regularise the position. But in any case the communities 
must take their rightful place within the Church, and refuse to 
be seduced or frightened from the claim that they are an advance 
column in the Church’s army, carving out a path which all 
must eventually follow. For we cannot continue indefinitely to 
give our ‘hearts’ to God, and our lives and money to profit- 
making and the service of Mammon. 
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, Strange as.it may seem, the independence and individu- | 
‘~~. ality of each separate human being are the guarantee of 
their communion. The sense of solidarity is not begotten 
by people all belonging to one large nation or great empire; 
but by union in local enterprises where a personal relation- 
ship can exist between the workers, and where success in 
labcur promotes pride, and respons:bility is provocative of 
thought, and experience in control generates wisdom... 
The true idéa of the commune is to have in it as many 
people as will give it strength and importance, and so few 


people that a personal tie may be established between 
them.” (A¢). 


The following resoluticn was adopted nem. con. at the 
PAX Annual General Meeting, 1942:— 


“This meeting approves the fostering of communal ven- 
tures in Christian living (the practical application of Chris- 
tion principles) and empowers a small sub-committee to 
seek out those whe can participate or who can give quali- 
fied support: of any kind. This meeting further approves 
the inauguration of a fund to serve this end.” 


The appointed sub-committee now puts forward this 
memorandum in amplification of the abcve resolution. It 
must be understood that the memorandum does not commit 
every member of PAX, and is not intended to convey the 
binding force of the “PAX Statement.” 


1. Christian principles and co-operative living. 

Experiments in co-operative living (or community) are 
advocated because they facilitate Christian Living, i.e., lov- 
ing service to God the Creator in every human activity in- 
cluding daily work of a creative kind, executed in the spirit 
of prayer and praise. Man being body-spirit, the offering 
to God of due worship should entail the offering of the 
whole man, Christ died, not for human beings en masse, but 
for each distinct human person—hence our belief in the 
inviolability of the human conscience and our objection to 
any surrender to the cults of mechanism, money and 
viclence. 


2. The un-making of man in industrial society. 


To seek to know, love and serve God is difficult enough 
in a society run in large measure upon anti-Christian prin- 
ciples, and organised in the service of riches and power; 
but when such a society takes on the character cf a cen- 
tralised industrial plant, human activities are reduced to 


mechanical sub-human processes in which it is well nigh 
impossible for men and women to function as whole per- 
sons (i.e., “holy, healthy” persons), expressing harmoni- 
ously both body and spirit in daily life and work. It is our 
contention that materialistic aims employing industrialist 
methods lead to monopoly by money-power or by the totali- 
tarian State. This in turn leads to the mechanisation of 
- man for the purpose of industry and of the wars in its 
defence, with the consequent disintegration of the human 
person. Hence the urgent need for a renewed Christian 
valuation of the human person and the human family; and 
also for the restoration of the Christian philosophy of work 
as vocation. Hence also the urgent need for new social 
forms in which men and women can become responsible 
workers with personal, family and group ownership of the 
means of prcduction as a Christian alternative to proletari- 
anism and wage-slavery. The spirit of community can find 
expresSicn in many forms, but as a general pattern for the 
human cluster we suggest a multitude of satellite crafts 
revolving within the orbit of the one supreme craft of 
agriculture. 


3. What community has to affer. 


Co-operative living is not in itself a panacea for present 
day social evils, but it does provide a setting in which steps 
can be taken in faith towards a Christian social order. 
Among the advantages offered by the “ community way ”’ 
are :— 


(a) The opportunity to spread the Christian good news 
not only by word of mouth but in living action by the 


creation of “cells of good living in the chaos of our world.” 
(Eric Gill.) 


(b) The opportunity to protect and encourage human 
freedcm and responsibility, and family life. 


(c) The opportunity to present by force of example the 
Christian (and pacifist) alternative to the destructive con- 
ditions of modern civilisation. 


(d) The opportunity to practise the positive way of life 
which is complementary to the negative attitude of- pacifism 
in the sense of refusal to participate in war-producing 
social systems or in the wars they breed. 


(e) The opportunity for men and women to lead voca- 
tional lives, free from economic bondage and from the 
greater evil of being constrained to hold others in economic 
chains. 


(f{) An opportunity tc recover the right relationship with 
nature and with the soil. 
4. Immediate steps. 

The sub-committee recommends to PAX members that 


they should follow up the lead of the Annual General Meet- 
ing in the following ways:— 

(a) By informing the Secretary or sub-committee mem- 
bers of any practical community schemes or suggestions . 
they may have in mind. 


(b) By taking part in existing group ventures, the names 
of any of which appear in the publications of the Com- 
munity Service Committee (see below). 


(c) By contributing, either, directly to communities 
which are approved, or to a special PAX fund now tc be 
opened for the purpose of promoting new community or 
homestead ventures, of assisting members to jcin existing 


schemes, and of extending in every way the idea and spirit 
of community. 


(d) By studying community experiments already in be- 
ing with a view to discovering and disseminating the funda- 
mental principles on which a Christian social order must 
be built : as examples, the Houses of Hospitality and Farming 
Ccmmunes run by Dorothy Day and the “Catholic Worker’’ 
movement in America; the Brotherhood of the Way com- 
munities at Wymondley Priory and at Doo-Little Mill; the 
Laxton Land and Family Settlement, etc. In all these 
communities PAX members are now participating. 


(e) By collabcrating with, and in every way supporting, 
the Community Service Committee which exists to act as 
liaison for all community ventures at home and abroad. 
(Leslie Stubbings, Chancton, Dartnell Park. West Byfleet, 
Surrey, is the Hon. Sec., and the Committee publishes “The 
Community Broadsheet” at intervals—subscription 2s. 6d. 
per year, and the book “Community in a Changing World,” 
price 3s. 6d. The current issue of the “ Broadsheet ”’ in- 
cludes articles of special interest to PAX members.) 


This memorandum is approved and signed by all members 
of PAX ‘community promotion ” sub-committee :— 


Miss Sheila Allen, 

Leonard Ames, 

Mrs. Ruth Murray, 

Stormont Murray, 

Miss P. Ouwerkerk (Hon. Treasurer), 
Hubert Grant Scarfe, | 

Rev. Charles Stimson, 


Max Walker (Secretary), 


Eversheds, Abinger Hammer, 
Dorking, Surrey. 


Telephone: Abinger 68. 


following their meetings at Doo-Little and Wymondley com- 
munities on October 14th and 15th, 1942. The statement 
was approved for publication by PAX Committee at High 
Wycombe on November 7th, 1942. 


THE PAX STATEMENT 


1. PAX is a society of men and women who seek to pro- 
mote peace by the practical application of Christian ethics. 

2. Christians are obliged by their faith to test the jus- 
tice and moral legitimacy of any war by the light of the 
principles laid down by moral philosophy and traditional 
theology, and to withhold support from any war which in- 
volves a denial of one or more of these principles. In 
applying these principles full account must be taken of the 
new facts cf contemporary warfare involved in the changed 
social, political and technical conditions of to-day. 

3. PAX recognises that social injustice is one of the 
most potent causes of war and that it is imperative that. the 
implications of this shculd be widely realised. It is there- 
fore an object of PAX to discover, publicize and give prac- 
tical expression to those Christian social principles which 
alone provide a sure foundation fcr social justice and peace 
among individuals and nations. , 

4, PAX recognises that the present lack of balance be- 
tween urban industry and agriculture is notably both a re- 
sult and cause of social disorder. PAX accordingly encour- 
ages the return tc the land both of individuals and groups 
who believe themselves called to do so. 

0. PAX holds that it is vitally necessary actively to pro- 
mote the restcration of unity among Christians; unless we 
can heal our own divisions it is idle fcr us to preach peace 
to the nations. 

6. PAX being an association of those who hold that 
spiritual and personal integrity are the first means towards 
the removal of the causes cf war and of other public 
iniquities, and that all men have a duty to work actively for 
this end, pursues its aims by means of— 

Personal influence and activity in daily life. 

Collective wcrship, study, “propaganda,” ete. 

Any practical measures, however small, within the 
ability of the society or individual members. 

Anyone over the age’of 16 years, or any religion or 
nationality, who subscribes to this statement, is eligible for 
membership. ‘There is no subscription, but all who can are 
asked to give monetary or other help. 


The Hon. Secretary is 
Stormont Murray, 
Green End, Radnage, | 
High Wycombe, Bucks. (Tel.: Radnage 110). 


Grounds for the principles accepted by PAX tan be found in the 
following among other works: The Four Gospels; “Summa Theologica” 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, 11-11, 40, a.l; recent papal encyclicals; “Morality 
and War,” by Father Gerald Vann, O.P.; “Peace and the Clergy,” by 
Fr. F, Stratmann, O.P.; various PAX pamphlets. 

These principles are expounded with special clarity in the written 
works of Eric Gill (third Chairman of PAX). 


. 
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QUAKERISM 
IN EUROPE 


TO-DAY 


QUAKERISM 


AT OUTBREAK OF WAR 

When the war began there were Quaker 
Centres in Berlin, Vienna, Paris and Geneva, and 
Yearly Meetings or other Friends groups in 
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, France, 
Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, Germany and 
Austria. The Centres were under the direction 
of the Friends Service Council, American 
Friends Service Committee and local Friends, 
whilst the F.S.C. had connections also with 
Poland, Greece and Bulgaria. 

British Friends were unable to continue in 
Central Europe, but as quickly as possible, with 
the co-operation of the A.F.S.C., set up Centres 
in Copenhagen and Amsterdam to deal mainly 
with refugees trom Germany. The A.F.S.C. 
retained its representatives in Berlin and Vienna 
and sent out visitors from time to time. As 
first Denmark and Norway, and then Holland 
and Belgium, were over-run by the German 
armies, British support had to be withdrawn. 
The F.S.C. representative in Copenhagen, 
being on a visit to Norway, was detained there. 

France was the next victim, and the F.S.C. 
representative, who had been attending London 
Y.M., was unable to return to Paris. 

It was thought wise for British Friends to 
leave Geneva, but here the F.S.C. was able to 
continue its support and has taken over full 
financial responsibility. Swiss Friends, with the 
help of an American Friend, are now running 
the Centre. In the other Centres, too, local 


Friends have taken on the main duties ot 


management with, where possible, some 

financial support from American Friends. 
The position of Quakerism in Europe at the 

time of writing is outlined in this leaflet. 


POSITION TO-DAY 
SCANDINAVIA 


Since the German occupation — several 
American Friends have visited DENMARK, 
but for some months communication has been 
infrequent and long delayed. The Centre at 
Copenhagen continues with a certain amount 
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and Ommen. The International Quaker School, 
Eerde, and the Pollatz school at Haarlem are 
still running, though with serious difficulties. 
The Quaker Student Hostel at Amsterdam 
reported a good season and a number of 
visitors during the summer holidays. 


FRANCE 

The Paris Centre continued to function when 
the Germans occupied the city, and reliet work 
was started at once. A canteen supplies 30 
people with meals twice daily. Medical atten- 
tion is also given at the Centre. Paris Friends 
have been sending clothing and other comforts 
to British civilian internees. In addition to 
the Meeting for Worship, two study groups 
are held. Some new members have been 
received. Ine Epiwstic of the 19041 <M, 
showed they were concerned for a _ bolder 
witness :—‘*‘ Have we always courage to express 
our convictions in face of the problems of the time, 
and are we not sometimes in danger of being satisfied 
with work. of relief, which even though it is testimony 
and not philanthropy, is not perhaps sufficient to 
express our faith?” 

Their journal Echo des Amis circulates in 
both occupied and free zones, and a periodical 
news-letter gives personal news of members. 
The journal for prisoners, Rayons, edited at the 
Centre, has renewed publication. One or two 
new meetings have started in the unoccupied 
territory. There is much distress in unoccupied 
France and American Friends are doing 
fairly large scale relief work in many parts. 
They are feeding 50,000 children daily, are 
giving milk tations to 10,000 more, and pro- 
viding about 250,000 children with vitamin 
doses. They have a number of children’s 
colonies and are caring for German, Spanish 
and other refugees. A meeting for worship at 
Marseilles is attended, not only by workers, 
but by French Friends in the vicinity. One 
particularly constructive piece of w ork is the 
rehabilitation of abandoned villages. In one 
case 4o families are now earning their living. 


SWITZERLAND 


Swiss Friends are organised in a General 
Meeting under London Y.M. They have 
geroups in Basel, Geneva, Lausanne, Montreux, 
Ziirich. Their eighth annual meeting was 
held in October at Basel, when reports were 
given of the relief work they are engaged in for 
French, Belgian, Finnish and Greek children, 
who are enjoying the hospitality of Sw itzerland. 
A leading member, Pierre Cerésole, spent three 
days in prison for his protest against the regula- 
tion forbidding the press to publish accounts 

f the horrors of war in order to show its anti- 
aaa and anti-Christian character. Swiss 
Friends are anxious to get more Quaker litera- 
ture published. They co-operate closely in the 
Geneva Centre and Hostel. The Centre 
mediates news from and to Friends in Central 
Rurope and the Hostel continues to house some 
20-30 students of various nationalities. During 
the summer of 1941 a successful week’s lecture 
school was held. 


CZECHO-SLOV AKIA 


Betore the Munich agreement the little group 
of Friends in Prague had co-operated with 
British and American Friends in relief work in 
Sudetenland and for refugees from Nazi 
oppression. After the war began, for a time 
occasional news came through that they were 
holding their meetings, but now a curtain has 
fallen between us. We pray that they may be 
well and maintaining their testimony. 


GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 


American Friends continued to have repre- 
sentatives in Berlin and Vienna and to make 
occasional visits for 18 months after war 
began, but when the tension became acute in 
the Spring of 1941, it was felt wise to 
withdraw. There are some 14 groups of 
Friends in various parts, meeting regularly, 
and occasional special district conferences 
are held. Owing to restrictions on travel, 
permission at the time of writing had not 
been given tor holding the 1941 Yearly 
Meeting. The Centres in Berlin and Vienna 
are continuing their work, and Frankfurt 
Friends are especially concerned to help the 


Vienna Centre. Der QOwndker, the monthly 
journal of German Friends, appears regularly 
and a number of new publications, books and 
pamphlets, have appeared during the war. 
German Friends are still able to give a 
certain amount of relief to sufferers under the 
régime, and are co-operating with the Y.M.C.A. 


in supplying books and other comforts to 
prisoners of war. 


OTHER WORK 


The F.S.C. is responsible for administering a 
number of scholarships at the American Farm 
School, Salonika. After the invasion of Greece, 
German troops occupied the premises, but 
interfered as little as possible with the normal 
routine. “A notice was posted up by the 
Commanding Of cer, instructing the troops not 
to take the farm’s milk supply. English and 
Australian prisoners of war are employed, and 
share in the use of the playground which is 
also used by German soldiers. 

We have had news of most of our friends in 
Poland, but none trom Bulgaria. 

Offers of service tor relief in Russia have 
not so far been accepted. American Friends 
are co-operating in exploring a scheme for 
Medical Aid to Russia (for civilians), 

The politically endangered Polish refugees, 
whom our workers conducted trom Roumania 
to Cyprus and then to Palestine, have been 
divided, some going to Rhodesia. Our workers 
are staying with the remainder in Palestine, 
arranging cultural and occupational activities. 

American Friends for a time had an office 
in Rome, which did not lack work, but was 
closed in September. They have representatives 
in Lisbon and are concerned with British 
Friends for the re-opening of relief in Spain, 
where there is dire need. 

Dec., 1941. 


The F.S.C. is financially responsible for the 
cost of expenses in connection with the Geneva 
Centre (£1,000 per annum). 


FRIENDS SERVICE COUNCIL 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
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PEACE PLEDGE UNION > 


IPSWICH GROUP. 


PUBLIC MEETING 


will be held in the 


Church Institute Hall, 


Tower Street, Ipswich, 


TUESDAY, 30th APRIL, 1940. 


At 7.30, p.m. 
Chairman: Rev. J. C. G. BURTON, M.A. 


SPEAKER: REV. DR. ALBERT D. BELDEN 


(formerly of Whitfield’s Tabernacle, London). 


SUBJECT : 
‘The Christian Foundations 


of Peace.’ 


ADMISSION FREE 


Reserved Seats - lj- and 6d. 


Hon. Secretary: Mrs. M. WHITMORE, 
14, Weymouth Road, Ipswich. 
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TO SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN and pacirists. “(4/4 
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This leaflet has been printed for all those who, for the duration, : 


are giving their services to the best of their ability, to their Country 
and to God. 


For the benefit of those who are already in the Army, Navy or 

Air Force, and their dependents, | am also sending out a little book- 

le®which | think you will find helpful and comforting. The first two 

or three hundred copies will be distributed free, but if you require 

booklet to be sent to you by post, will you please send along 
d. for the postage ? 


This leaflet is, as you see, also addressed to Pacifists, and 
especially those young men who feel that they are best serving their 
Country by registering as Conscientous Objectors. 


Before | quote from the Bible, let me say that | too am a young 
man. | find the Bible a source of inspiration during these times of 
stress, and for that reason alone, | would ask you not to look on it 
as a dull book which you therefore seldom, if ever, read. The Bible 
can be interesting if you know why and when to read it. Whether 


you are a Christian or not, cannot inspiration be found from a study 
of the life of Our Lord, JESUS CHRIST ? 


lf you turn to Chapter XII of St. Paul’s epistle to the ROMANS 
ou will find (verse 18): “IF IT BE POSSIBLE, AS MUCH AS LIETH 
N YOU, LIVE PEACEABLY WITH ALL MEN-’’ This is a saying we 
surely ALL approve of, and must try always to live up to. If you are 
doing your BEST, then cease worrying. If you have still not made 
up your mind what to do during the war, think the thing out calmly 
and carefully FOR YOURSELF. You should avoid letting others do 
the thinking for you lest you later find yourself in a position different 
to that to which you may find you can conscientously approve. 


You MUST keep up that spirit of goodwill, and whether you be 
Militarist or Pacifist, you must try to respect the other's point of 
view. ‘‘BLESS THEM THAT PERSECUTE YOU; BLESS, AND 
CURSE NOT.”” (ROMANS XiIl, 14). 


| am issuing another leaflet which | hope will help you with 
your religion during the WAR and afterwards. It is issued FREE but 
please send along stamp for postage. 


Your Friend, 
J. PETER GRANT. 


C1, BM/XPFS, London, W.C.1. 
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TRASH ? You conscientiously object to peace ! !— 
‘ Who, knowing what war is, could conscientiously object 
to peace?’’ Yet, you would be the last person to 
conscientiously object to war. You know how you 
despise the ‘ Conchie ” or “C.O.” as he is better known 
in these days of perpetual initials. ~All pacifists are 
mad,’ you say. But you area perfectly sensible Human 
Being if you would admit it. You conscientiously 
approve of war? No, I am afraid you will have to 
admit that you have just not given the matter sufficient 
thought! Whyshould you? You should do so, because 
the vast majority of mankind think that war is a good 
thing, and you know perfectly well that they think this 
purely because they have given this matter insufficient 
thought. Stir yourself and become a soldier of Peace. 


People differ as to which is preferable: War in all its 
stark modern reality, or Peace at any price, even if it 
brought us under Foreign Rule. 

You will find that You and I conscientiously object 
to both,these things. And so, “ What’s to do?” 

Missionaries of Peace must gird themselves with 
Truth and Love, and preach Peace not only in their own 
Countries but abroad. The Torch of Peace must go to 
All Countries, belligerent and non-belligerent, “‘friendly”’ 
and “ unfriendly.” 

Christ tells us that “ All men are Brothers’ and that 
‘“God hath made of one blood all nations under heaven”’ 


(Acts XVII, 26), and He says: ‘* Blessed are the Peace- 
makers for they are sons of God.” 


Above all, remember that if we are not to come under 
Nazi Rule, the followers of Peace abroad must be no 
fewer than the followers of Peace in England. 


Send stamped addressed envelope to: 


Dept. P1, BM/XPFS, London, W.C. 1 


Pugh, 22 Colehill Lane, Fulham, S.W. 6 


4 NOV 1909 


[$ Ar~w 


A. Ste, 
WILL HATRED HELP ? 


HE purpose of the Allied Nations is to free humanity 
i want and fear, from tyranny and war; many 

are already planning for a harmonious and co-operative 
world. For the achievement of this purpose there will be 
needed all the folerance, forbearance, sympathy and under- 
standing that man can command. Penitence, indeed, and 
forgiveness will have to be felt and shown. 


Yet at the moment what do we see? Over and above 
the inevitable happenings of war, each side is seeking to 
outdo the other in methods of terror and revenge. In 
earlier months, both claimed to be bombing military targets. 
Now, on the one hand, the historic towns of Britain are 
listed for attack; and Bath, Norwich and Canterbury are 
the first victims. On the other, the British Press openly 


regarded the ruin of fifteen hundred houses in Liibeck as 
a great achievement, and the Government’s threat of its 
widespread repetition among the cities of Germany has 
started with Cologne. The tale of innocent victims grows 
day by day; no treasure of the past is safe. Rumours of 
the use of gas are followed By the menace of more terrible 
retaliation. 


These things could not go on unless men’s minds and 
tempers were changing for the worse; each step in 
out-stripping the evil deeds of the enemy, followed as it 
is by his own retaliation, tends to be a fresh stimulus to 
hatred and to a determination to strike still more deadly 
and indiscriminate blows upon a cruel foe and all his kith 


and kin. 


Is there any end to this mounting scale of vengeance, 
which sets at nought once respected decencies} and cares 
nothing ‘for the sufferers nor for the legacy of beauty that 


Will Hatred Help? 


our forefathers created and bequeathed to us? Is there no 
limit to the hatred which is being taught and encouraged ? 


No one, surely, can deny that this implies a lowering of 
man’s moral standard. The policy may be arraigned as 
uniting the other nation in stiffer resistance, or as imperilling 
the hopes of a settled Europe. But it is with the moral 
judgment that we are now concerned. How far has man 
sunk below the Christian ideal, which in days of peace he 
strove to follow or at least professed to revere! This 
‘moral standard—is it something which can be suspended 
with no ill effects, and taken up again intact when con- 
venient? Or does it speak with authority for all times, 
telling us that hatred is devastating and vengeance a piling 
of evil upon evil? Three years ago thinking people in this 
country would have been aghast at the thought of the 
deeds now being done, as a military necessity, by both sides. 
The horrors of gas warfare which are being threatened would, 
in the words of the Manchester Guardian, be a relapse into 
‘universal savagery ’. 


Cannot the Christian conscience in all lands awake? 
Is it the Christian way of life that we desire to triumph? 
Or are the followers of Jesus in these days like those of whom 
their Master said as he wept over Jerusalem, ‘‘O that thou 
hadst known what makes peace possible! But now it is 
hid from thine eyes”? May our eyes—the eyes of all men 
everywhere—be opened speedily ! 


This statement is issued and published by the Society of Friends 
Peace Committee, Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
from whom further copies may be obtained. 


LO NDV 1942. 


PEACE AIMS DOCUMENTS 


A NEW SERIES 


Texts of official and unofficial declarations, treaties, manifestoes, etc., bearing on the greiee: of 
post-war settlement and reconstruction. 
No. of copies 


ALLIED PEACE.AIMS:()\ 1), 


The Atle echarter—The Andie let Pact—The Mutual Aid Agreement—The 
sstibstid na s Paet=t-0 ae Resolutions, etc. 


Bale peter Gea APE CE (postage Id.) (1942) No. | 


hy Ti: ‘in vidual Teche’ \Y f 
BRITAIN PE act mete SEA , 


Speeches\byA A STAFFORD CRIPPS, OLIVER LYTTELTON, 
ERNEST BEN te hi Wil JOWITT, LORD HALIFAX and others. 


NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. 2 


AMERICA’S PEACE AIMS 


Speeches by President ROQSEVELT, CORDELL HULL, HENRY WALLACE, 
SUMNER WELLES, J. G: WINANT and others. 


NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. 3 


PEACE AIMS PAMPHLETS 


INDIA : 1939-1942 _ 


An objective record of the chief developments in the Indian situation from September, 


1939, up to and including the Cripps Mission. Prepared by AGATHA HARRISON 
and GERALD BAILEY. 


SIXPENCE (postage !d.) (1942) No. 14 


FOOD RELIEF FOR OCCUPIED EUROPE : 


DINGLE FOOT, M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic Warfare), 
Miss EDITH M. PYE and ROY WALKER. 


NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No.-13 


BRITAIN AND RUSSIA: THE FUTURE 


Professor H. J. LASKI, Professor JOHN MACMURRAY, LORD HORDER, J. MIDDLE- 
TON MURRY, MAURICE DOBB, Professor S. KONOVALOV, E. F. CARRITT, ANDREW 
~ ROTHSTEIN, Dr. EVGHENY LAMPERT. and others. 


ONE SHILLING and THREEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. 12 


FREEDOM FOR COLONIAL PEOPLES 
Dr. RITA HINDEN, Dr. W. ARTHUR LEWIS, Professor NORMAN BENTWICH and 


A. CREECH JONES, M.P. 
NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. || 


THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND THE U.S.A. IN THE POST-WAR 
WORLD 
Senor de MADARIAGA, Professor DENIS SAURAT, Professor A. L. GOODHART, 
Miss BARBARA WARD, H. N. BRAILSFORD, WILLARD CONNELY, Professor 
GEORGE CATLIN, H. D. LIEM, Miss VERA BRITTAIN and others. 


ONE SHILLING (postage 2d,) (1942) No. 10 
[Continued overleaf 
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PEACE AIMS .PAMPHLETS—continued 


THE ATLANTIC CHARTER—THE ROOSEVELT-CHURCHILL DECLARATION ~ 


.. 3 a: 
A point-by-point Commentary and study outline. ; ! Pe 
en ~” “< FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 9 


A NEW ORDER FOR GERMANY é 
G. O. G. LUETKENS. THREEPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 8 


THE PRESENT CRISIS AND THE SPIRIT OF MAN 
CARL HEATH. THREEPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No.7 | 


THE SPIRITUAL BASIS OF PEACE 


Dr. HERBERT G. WOOD, RITCHIE CALDER and Professor NORMAN BENTWICH. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 6 


THE ECONOMIC REVOLUTION 
Professor HAROLD J. LASKI, WILFRED WELLOCK and P. W. MARTIN. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) 


THE FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
Professor E. H. CARR and Senor S. de MADARIAGA. 
FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) 
LEAGUE AND FEDERATION 
GERALD BAILEY, M.A. TWOPENCE (postage Id.) (1940) No. 3 Out of print 


THE NEW WORLD ORDER 


H. G. WELLS, Senor S. de MADARIAGA, J. MIDDLETON MURRY and Dr. C. E. M. 
JOAD: FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1940) 


WHAT KIND OF PEACE ? 


Sir NORMAN ANGELL, G. D. H. COLE, Rev. HENRY CARTER, W. ARTHUR LEWIS, 
Mrs. BARBARA WOOTTON and others. 


ONE SHILLING (postage 2d.) (1940) 


Published alternate months : 


‘PEACE AIMS” A regular eight-page survey by Mr. Robert Donington of books, 
articles, pamphlets, speeches, etc., on the peace aims problem. 


TWO SHILLINGS and SIXPENCE for 12 issues (post free). 
Specimen copy on request. — : 


PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION YEAR BOOK, 1942 


Directories of organisations in Great Britain concerned with problems of post-war 
settlement and reconstruction, Relief and Refugee organisations, etc. ; Bibliographies 
of books and pamphlets on international affairs, League of Nations and |.L.O. publica- 
tions, etc. ONE SHILLING (postage Id.) | 


To NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL, 144, Southampton Row, London, W.C.| 


Please send me copies of the above-mentioned publications as indicated. | enclose £ : d 


in payment. (A discount of 25 per cent. is allowed on |2 or more publications. A set of the 16 available 
Documents and Pamphlets will be sent post free at a charge of seven shillings and sixpence). 


Annual Report 


 |NATIONAL 
PEACE 
COUNCIL 


for the year ending April ; 942 


FORM OF BEQUEST 
The following form of bequest is 


suggested for incorporation in a will 

or codicil : 

“I give and bequeath to the Treasurer for 
the time being of the National Peace 


Council, whose offices are situated at 144 
Southampton Row, London, W.C.1, 


the sum of £ duty 
free.” 
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CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.|I 
EUSton 550] 


Ist April, 1941, to 31st March, 1942 


Mlustrations 
by 
Arthur Wragg 


CENTRAL BOARD FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


Ist April, 1941, to 3lst March, 1942 


HON. OFFICERS 


Chairman : Vice-Chairman : 
FENNER BROCKWAY STEPHEN J. ‘THORNE 


Legal Advisers : 
ROBERT EGERTON AND 
ROBERT S. W. POLLARD 
Public Relations Officer : Organising Secretary : 
STUART Morris A. JosEPH BRAYSHAW 


Treasurer : 
E. C. REDHEAD 


Secretary : NANCY BROWNE 
Information Secretary : DENIS HAyYEs 


CONSTITUENT BODIES 


Society of Friends Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Independent Labour Party Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 

Women’s Co-operative Guild Methodist Peace Fellowship 

Labour Pacifist Fellowship Congregational Peace Crusade 

Presbyterian Pacifist Group Baptist Pacifist Fellowship 

Churchesof Christ Pacifist Fellowship Fellowship of Conscientious 

Woodcraft Folk Objectors 

Pacifist Service Units Pax 

Unitarian and Free Christian Peace Christian Pacifist Forestry and 
Fellowship Land Units 


Peace Pledge Union 


REGIONAL BOARDS REPRESENTED 


London North-Western 

Southern Northumberland and Durham 
East-Anglian South-East Scotland 

Midland South-West Scotland 

North Midland North Scotland 


SOME BODIES SENDING OBSERVERS 


National Peace Council Association of Pacifist Land 
Friends’ Ambulance Unit Workers . Be 
Friends War Relief Service Association of C.Q.s in Civil 
War Resisters International Defence 
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THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR: 
AT THE BEGINNING 


S the incidence of the war has become more widespread 
in the last twelve months, so the scope of the work 
of the C.B.C.O. has increased. 


: When our last financial year began on the 1st April, 
1941, although the 20 to 37 age groups of men had already 
registered, the term conscientious objector was confined largely 
to men in the prime of life, to men of military age. Between 
a conscientious objector and his sympathisers there was a wide 
gap: one was called and the other was not. The conscientious 


objector could then properly be called the spearhead of a move- 
ment. 


The service to which a conscientious objector was called was 
service in the Armed Forces, to which there was a right of 
conscientious objection set out in detailed terms in the National 
Service Acts. The highest penalty for refusing to be medically 
examined for military service was a fine of {£5 


Women and the older men were in a state of almost complete 
freedom so far as their personal services were concerned. For 
men over 37 even military service was for the most part merely 
a possibility of the future, while the Registration for Employ- 
ment Order under which women, as well as men over 41 were 
to register had then scarcely been operated at all. 


Men and women could, in general, not only leave their 
jobs when they wanted to but could take up such new work 
as seemed to them best. There was then no system of directing 
either men or women to any kind of vital work. 
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—AND AT THE END 


HAT a different picture there was twelve months 


\ \ later! At the 31st March, 1942, when our financial 
year ended, the tentacles of conscription had gradually 


extended, until bit by bit the ideal of freedom of service and 
labour ceased to exist except in the imagination and the memory 


Right at the beginning, on the roth April, 1941, the first 
National Service Act of 1941 came into force. With it came 
the heavy Police Court penalties of up to twelve months’ im- 
prisonment and a fine of up to {50 for refusing an order to be 
medically examined; with it came similar heavy penalties 
for refusing to comply with a condition of registration ; with it 
came a power for the Government, as distinct from a statutory 
Tribunal, to suspend a Tribunal condition of exemption by 
calling up a conscientious objector for civil defence, to which 
he was allowed no right of conscientious objection. 


More significant still was the gradual imposition of com- 
pulsion under the Defence Regulations. This took two forms: 
first, by directing, in a positive way, that men and women 
should give their services in a manner stated and in that way 
only ; and secondly, in a negative way, by the control of in- 
dustry through severe restrictions upon taking and leaving 
jobs. To no part of this was any right of conscientious objection 
allowed, so that in a very much wider sphere for both men and 
women there arose a completely different series of problems 
to be faced, problems more difficult both of experience and of 
solution than a simple objection to military service ; technical 
problems with as many solutions as there were men and women 
honestly facing up to them. 


At the end of the year covered by this report, the position 
under the Defence Regulations had reached unprecedented 
limits.. Women of the 20 to 36 age-groups had been required 
to register particulars of themselves preparatory to their being 
‘“‘ directed’ to vital work; men of the 41 to 47 age-groups 
had similarly been required to register; whilst any person 
in the country, man woman or child, British or alien, was 
liable to be ‘“‘ directed’ to perform any services of which he 
appeared capable. Even the young. people of 16 to 18 were 
being registered with a view to being encouraged to join some. 
youth organisation, military or civil. 


On the negative side, all the heavy industries and many 
others, including certain kinds of agriculture, had been scheduled 
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as “‘ essential work,’’ which, while it guaranteed certain con- 
ditions of work, restricted men and women from leaving without 
first obtaining the consent of a National Service Officer, though 
an employer still retained the right to dismiss an employee for 
‘serious misconduct.”’ Again, women between 20 and 31 
could only get jobs for which they had been given a card of in- 
troduction by a Labour Exchange. 


So far we have considered whole-time duty and service only. 
Early in the financial year the beginnings of a system of part- 
time duty were to be seen in the Fire Watching (Business 
Premises) Order, 1941, which had been issued in January, 
1941, and was gradually applied to most of the urban areas of 
the country. By its side came the Civil Defence Duties (Com- 
pulsory Enrolment) Order, under which registration of men 
of wide ages was required, culminating in the great registrations 
of September, 1941. ‘These Orders alone, technical in their 
ordinary application, raised for the conscientious objector issues 
at once urgent and difficult. 


The apparent success of these schemes for part-time duty 
led to the introduction of a hybrid scheme—the conscription 
of men for part-time military duty in the Home Guard. As 
our year ended, this new liability was beginning to be imple- 
mented, giving rise to a host of difficulties. 


WHAT THE BOARD HAS DONE 
(): yes,’ you may say, “‘ we know what the Board has 


done’ and there are few people with sympathy for the 

objects of the Board who do not know something of 
its work and achievements. Many know part of the story; 
some a great part ; but few realise its wide ramifications. 


From its compact office on the second floor of Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, an office staff of seven 
forms a vital focal point for a wide range of activity to improve 
in diverse ways the lot of the conscientious objector through- 
out the country. So well known ts the Board to the Post Office 
that recently a letter addressed to ‘Central Board of, 9 Innesly 
Street, London, N.W.” was correctly delivered without delay. 
Much of the correspondence raises points of legal difficulty 
with which a C.O. is faced, between seventy and a hundred 
letters leaving the office daily. Questions of principle or 
difficulty are referred to one of the Board’s Honorary Legal 
Advisers, both of whom have expert knowledge based on wide 
practical experience of the type of question with which the 
Board is concerned. 


HOW THE WORK IS DONE 


The members of the Board now reach 52. In addition, 
there are observers appointed by sympathetic organisations 
which, for various reasons, either do not desire to become 
constituent bodies, or are ineligible to do so. 


The Board itself meets about every six weeks. Meetings 
are held at Friends’ House, London, in two sessions on a Satur- 
day afternoon and evening. In the chair is Fenner Brockway 
who, despite the many calls on his time, has not failed to be 
present at a Board meeting since he was elected Chairman. 
Questions of policy and matters of detail, national injustice 
and individual difficulty, are alike thrashed out with sympathy 
and thoroughness. Regional representatives make full use of 
their opportunity to help in directing the policy of the Board. 


Early in its existence the Board set its face against a multi- 
plicity of committees and sub-committees. In April, 1941, 
all existing committees were merged in an Executive Committee 
which has since met regularly week by week at the office of the 
Board. ‘The Executive Committee is, indeed, a ‘‘ Committee 
of the whole House,” -for any Board member is entitled to 
attend and raise any matter he desires... From the Board’s 
point of view this arrangement not only prevents overlapping 
of function, but provides a valuable opportunity for reviewing 
the work of the past week and considering the best lines of action 
for that to come. 


CONSTITUENT BODIES 


Constituent bodies of the Board are independent national 
organisations interested in the welfare of C.O.s. The year 
has been marked by only one change in the Board’s constituent 
bodies. -Just before the year-end, Pacifist Service Units were 
accepted as a constituent body, making the total number. 18. 


NATION-WIDE ORGANISATION 


The work for C.O.s which is being done throughout the 
country, and which finds its centre in the Board, is carried on 
by a clear-cut system designed to provide, on a democratic 
basis, not only accurate and timely advice and sympathetic 
handling of cases of difficulty, but also for that feeling of real 
fellowship, one with another, which is a potent factor in the 
unity of-any group of people. 

(Turn to page 10) 
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On the “ ground floor” stand nearly three hundred local 
Advisory Bureaux and Individual Advisers, most of them 
C.O.s themselves, some with regular times for advice and 
fellowship and others available for similar purposes at what 
many people imbued with a less lofty sense of duty would call 
most irregular times. Some Advisory Bureaux contrive to 
work in both ways and are appreciated all the more on that 
account. Above the local advisory Bureaux there now stand 
Regional Boards drawing together the activities of the Bureaux 
and Advisers over a particular local Tribunal area. It is by 
these Boards that Regional work, such as the reporting of 
Tribunal decisions, is-co-ordinated. 


The difficult job of helping the local Advisory Bureaux 
to work out the system of regional organisation most suited to 
their needs has been the particular task of the Board’s Hon. 
Organising Secretary, and the fact that during the year, nine 
Regional Boards have been able to satisfy the rather exacting 
requirements for representation on the Central Board bears 
witness to the painstaking patience with which the work has 
been done. Regional Boards take their responsibilities with 
some seriousness, and it is not unusual for ten or twelve letters 
a week to be received by the Central Board from a Regional 
Secretary. Indeed, on one _ never-to-be-forgotten occasion, 
as many as eleven letters on different subjects appeared in the 
same envelope from a Regional Secretary, much to the con- 
sternation of the staff. 


FOR C.0O.s IN NEED 


One of the primary objects of the Board is to ensure that 
financial anxiety for himself or his family shall not be added 
to the other difficulties of the C.O. in maintaining the witness 
of his convictions. A co-ordinated maintenance fund for 
C.QO.s in need on account of their stand and for their dependants 
is collected by and at the disposal of each Regional Board. 


In addition the Board itself has a central fund to supple- 
ment those in the Regions. The fact that over a thousand 
C.O.s, men and now women, have been imprisoned since the 
war began throws into bold relief the value and importance 
of financial arrangements such as these, though the funds 
available are not limited to the needs of those in prison. 


WHAT THE BOARD DOES 


In the past year two events will remain in the memories of 
the Board’s Officers for a long time. The first was the intro- 
duction of the National Service (No. 2) Bill in December last. 


IO 


The fact that a Bill was to be introduced had been common 
knowledge for some time. The rapidly increasing imprisonment 
of C.O.s for refusing to be medically examined and the possibility 
of odious “ cat-and-mouse’”’ procedure when they were re- 
leased had prompted the ee to lead a strong move for such 
C.O.s to be granted a new right to apply to the Appellate Tri- 
bunal in the same way as if they had accepted medical examina- 
tion and been court-martialled in the Army. The Minister 
of Labour had been approached. Would the Bill contain a 
clause extending the rights of imprisoned.C.O.s ? 


Again, four days before the Bill was to be introduced, there 
appeared a serious possibility that women would be conscripted 
for the forces without being allowed any right of conscientious 
objection. An urgent message was immediately sent to all 
constituent bodies and all Advisory Bureaux, inviting them to 
express their opposition to any extension of conscription, but 
urging that, if women were to be called up, they should be 
accorded the same right of conscientious objection as men. 
Almost without exception the constituent bodies circularised 
their own groups and sympathisers and themselves brought 
pressure to bear in quarters where they thought it useful. Would 
the Bill contain a conscience clause for women ? 


The Bill itself was read for the first time at 4.30 p.m. on 
Thursday, the 4th December. By 6 o'clock that evening the 
Officers of the Board had discovered for themselves the welcome 
truth that, not only were imprisoned C.O.s to be allowed to 
apply again to the Appellate Tribunal, but also women 
were to have the same right of conscientious objection as men 
in relation to military service. 


How many of the Officers will forget that evening at Ends- 
leigh Street, when Stephen Thorne read out the Bill, clause by 
clause, slowly and patiently, so that the exact effect of its pro- 
visions might be considered and appreciated at its true value ! 
- ‘Then and there amendments were drawn up to maintain the 
rights of C.O.s who had already been released, and to alleviate 
the lot of C.O.s in a number of other ways. Nor did the 
work stop there, for by midnight there had been drafted a full 
Explanatory Note on the proposals of the Bill, so that all the 
constituent bodies of the Board, its Regional Boards, its Advisory 
Bureaux and its Individual Advisers alike might know the 
nature of the Government’s proposals. 


It is impossible to say just what effect the Board’s policy 
had upon the proposals of the Government, but it is clear at 
least that the will of the country and the steadfast witness of 


II 


the C.O.s themselves were alike focussed and crystallised by 
the vigorous action taken, and the hands of their supporters 
immeasurably strengthened. 


Other benefits secured for C.O.s even in the past few months 
have been the remission of the balance of sentence of those 
imprisoned for refusing medical examination and then con- 
ditionally registered by the Appellate Tribunal under the new 
Act. After many weeks of negotiation and pressure upon the 
Home Office, what a day of excitement it was when it was 
learned that twelve C.O.s who had been before the Tribunal 
that week had been released! But the excitement was abated 
when it was learned that before being released they had been 
required to sign an undertaking to comply with the condition 
of their new registration. Against this requirement a strong 


protest was entered at once, and after a short delay the practice 
was discontinued. 


These are but a few examples of ways in which the Board 
has sought to better the lot of the C.O. Let us- now look at 
some of the more detailed work which goes to make up the 


background of the C.B.C.O. 


RECORDS 


The first topic is clearly the matter of records, for the basis 
of the Board’s action for C.O.s is its card index of the Appellate 
Tribunal records of about 15,000 C.O.s. At each of the six 
divisions of the Appellate Tribunal the Board has a full-time 
reporter taking details of each case, of the position of each 
C.O. and the fate of his cause. Though this is an expensive 
item in the Board’s Budget, it is one that is regarded as essential 
to the C.O. movement. To each C.O. whose application is 
dismissed or who fails to get the degree of exemption for which 
he has asked goes a letter bringing to his notice the existence 
and facilities of the Board and offering such help and advice | 
as the Board and its organisation of Advisory Bureaux are able 
to give. In this way few C.O.s are likely to reach a point of 


resistance who have not at some stage been offered the help 
of the Board. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


The increasing complexity of the conscription position 
has led to greater complications for the Service authorities, 
for the Ministry of Home Security, and above all for local 
offices of the Ministry of Labour and National Service. It 
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has also led to a great increase in the work of the Board’s Public 
Relations Officer, whose good relations with the Ministries 
and Government departments have not been impaired by 
increased use. Before taking up cases with the authorities, 
the Board endeavours first of all to be sure of its facts, and this, 
coupled with long experience in selecting the real cases of hard- 
ship to be put forward, appears to be appreciated by those 
with whom the Public Relations Officer deals. Close contact 
is maintained with sympathetic M.P.s. 


INFORMATION 


The essential task of providing C.O.s with an up-to-date 
and efficient information service was partially solved last July 
by the transfer from cyclostyling to printing of the C.B.C.O. 
Bulletin, issued monthly at a cost of threepence. Inthe Bulletin 
are briefly recorded changes in the C.O. position which have 
occurred in the previous month, while objective articles and news 
items help to stimulate the imagination and understanding of 
C.O.s of all classes. In May, 1941, after some deliberation, 
a series of Broadsheets on various topics affecting the C.O. 
was decided upon. Issued at a penny, in less than twelve months 
as many as 55,000 of these Broadsheets were sold. Indeed, in 
a little over two months, the Board sold nearly 10,000 copies of 
Broadsheet 12 dealing with Women and Military Service. 
During the year three editions of the C.O.s Hansard were 
issued. A list of the Board’s literature will be found on page 16. 


In addition, the Information Department sends out to the 
sympathetic Press a weekly Press Service giving up-to-date 
news of the C.O. movement. 


ONE PRINCIPLE 


HE Board exists to represent all types among the 60,000 
British C.O.s. It fails in its duty if it is not concerned 
about the men in the Non-Combatant Corps, the men 

on the land, the men in the Civil Defence Services, and the 
men who accept medical examination just as much as the men 
who reject all forms of exemption up to the point of refusing 
to register for service at all. It fails if it is not concerned with 
the women C.O.s equally with the men, and, within the limits 
of their needs, with young people in like measure. 


What an individual does must be allowed to reflect his or 
her inner convictions. Respect for personality and the inner 
self must be the guiding principle of all the Board’s work. 
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WILL YOU HELP? 


HE work of the Board for 

| the men and women C.O.s 
of Britain must go on. And 

not only must it go on, but it 
/a \ must expand to meet the im- 


measurably wider needs of the 
present situation. 


Whilst the detailed nature of the legislation and the wide 
variety of treatment accorded to C.O.s requires a relatively 
large expenditure on administration, the Board is satisfied that 
both its organisation and its expenditure as shown in the accounts 
appearing on pages 8 and g, are governed by a continuing 
sense of true economy—the best value for the money spent. 
As a member of the Board, the thoughtful care of Isaac Goss 
continues, though circumstances have compelled him to 
resign from the joint treasurership. 


The Board values your sympathy and support in all possible 
spheres, but it asks at this time for donations, large or small, 
which alone will enable its work to go on. Many groups and 
fellowships of constituent and sympathetic bodies up and down 
the country have taken regular collections for the Board’s work. 
Will you help in one way or the other’? We rely on you. 
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DONATIONS 


should be sent to 
THE HON. TREASURER, 
ee, 
6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.| 


All amounts of one shilling or over will be 
gratefully acknowledged 


Summer, 1942 
15 


SOME C.B.C.O. PUBLICATIONS 


C.B.c.QO. BULLETIN 
(Monthly ; 3s. a year post free). 


Indispensable to all C.O.s and their advisers. 


THE C.0O. AND THE NATIONAL SERVICE ACTS 
(6d.; 7d. post free). 
A detailed Guide to the Acts for men and women 


COURT-MARTIAL GUIDE 

(3d.; 4d. post free). 
Indispensable to C.O.s in the Army and to those concerned 
with courts-martial. Now with full references. 


CIVIL AND MILITARY PRISON ROUTINE 

(4d.; 5d. post free). 
A full explanation of remand and convicted conditions 
in both civil prisons and military detention barracks, 
including remission, visits, letters, chaplains, etc. 


THE C.0O.; HANSARD 
(No. 7, 3d.; 4d. post free. Nos. 8, 9, 10 and 11, all 6d. each; 7d. post 
free). . 
What Parliament said on questions relating to the C.O. 


C.B.cC.O. BROADSHEETS 
(1d.-each; Is. a set post free). 


A series of leaflets explaining in simple terms the position 
of the C.QO. at various stages. 


1—Medical Examination. 
2—Enlistment for Military Service. 
3—Enrolment for Civil Defence. 
4—Non-fulfilment of a Condition. 
5—Non-Combatant Duties. 
6—Compulsory Fire-watching atyour Place of Work. 
7—Compulsory Fire-watching under your Local 
Authority. 
8—Conscription for War Work (of Men and Women). 
. g—Control of Employment. 
. 10—Police Court Procedure. 
. 11—Work on the Land. 
. 12—Women and Miuilitary Service. 


TROUBLESOME PEOPLE 
(6d.; 74d. post free). 


The story of the C.O.s of the last war. A reprint of the 
No-Conscription Fellowship Souvenir. 


CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
6, ENDSLEIGH STREET, LONDON, W.C.| 


National Labour Press, Ltd. (T.U.), 318 Regents Park Road, London, N.3, 
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Chairman : 
The Rev. Prof. C. E. RAVEN, D.D., Master of Christ’s College, Cambridge 


Vice-Chairmen : 
The Rev. ALAN BALDING, M.A., Minister of Trinity Church, Poplar, London 
The Rev. Prof. G. H. C. MACGREGOR, D.D., of Glasgow University 
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Dear Friend, 


We want to share with you our concern that the work of the 
Fellowship should go on to-day unhindered by any artificial barriers 
such as lack of means, and we ask you to share this same concern with 
us by a close consideration of this letter of appeal. It is being sent to 
friends in touch with us who have not as yet become subscribers to our 
funds or who have not subscribed during the past two years. 


The Work. You will know something of the nature and scope 
of the work of the Fellowship, but we ask you to visualise these afresh. 
Some years ago we adopted, in faith, a Regional plan, and this is now 
complete. Great Britain is divided into 10 areas, each with its own 
full-time Secretary. These, with the General Secretary and the 
Assistant Secretary, make up a secretarial staff of 12 persons. This 
method of organising has involved development at the office, where 
there are now 10 clerks. The value of such a method of expansion 
may be judged from the wonderful steadiness of our members every- 
where under the ordeal of war and by the increase in membership. 
In 1936, the number of members was 4,976, and now it 1s over 13,000, 
more than 4,000 new members having been received since the beginning 
of the war. I[he work continues to grow. 


The Cost and the Resources. The total cost of all this work 
under the budget of 1942 is approximately £7,800. Ihe principal 
items of expenditure are: rent and rates at headquarters and in the 
Regions, £450 ; postage, telephone, and travelling, £1,600; grants to 
[.F.o.R., branches and kindred societies, £1,200; and wages and 
salaries for 22 persons, £4,900. [he revenue to meet this expenditure 
is from various sources: %&I20 from dividends .on investments ; 
£700 surplus on the magazine and sale of literature; and last year 
£5,794 from the donations and subscriptions of members and friends. 
This year, if a large deficiency of between £1,000 and £1,200 is to be 
avoided, the revenue from subscriptions will need to be £7,000, or 
£1,200 more than the year before. 


An Appeal to Non-subscribers. It is those friends already 
subscribing, numbering about 6,000, who last year provided nearly 
£6,000 ot the revenue, and are to date keeping up their subscriptions. 
There are, however, nearly 7,000 who have not subscribed to our 
funds during the past two years or else who have never subscribed at 
all, and it is to them that we are appealing now, because we fear that 
many among them may not hitherto have realised either the high 
quality or the great quantity of the work of the Fellowship. 


We believe you will wish to share in bearing the burden of 
finance. A deficiency can be avoided if you will please assess yourself 
as God has prospered you. Many of our supporters are giving 
sacrificially ; will you not join them? This table shows how simply 
the need might be met. 


50 new subscribers of £5 each = £250 
100 ,, ” ee 
y. | ae 4 ee 
600, .) we. =e 

1,000 ,, " te, = Bae 
£1,250 


Please ask yourself what your place is in such a scheme. 


A Final Consideration. General Committee will shortly be 
asked to consider the initiating of a great campaign in the months 
immediately following the cessation of hostilities. Such a campaign 
wil need to be on a nation-wide scale, and will need to be planned 
well ahead. If it is to be done, we shall require to have our organi- 
sation (headquarters, regional and branch) ready for instant service. 
For that eventuality, the importance of which cannot be exaggerated, 
the Fellowship needs to be freed now from any anxiety about a 
deficiency, and to be assured in the future of an income large enough 
for its work. 


The largest gift you can make, however small, will be an enrich- 
ment to you and a release to our work. We hope to hear from you. 


We remain, 


Yours in the Fellowship, 


CHARLES E. RAVEN, Chairman. 
ISAAC GOSS, Treasurer. 
LESLIE ARTINGSTALL, General Secretary. 


P.S. This appeal is based on our alphabetic file. When one becomes 
a subscriber, his card is transferred to a subscribers file. It may be 
that one or two have been overlooked and not transferred. If yours 
is one and you are a subscriber, please forgive the slip, and use the 
enclosed envelope to inform us. 
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To The Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
17 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 


That the work of the Fellowship may be maintained, I have pleasure 
in enclosing the sum of £ 4 d. 


Surname... 


(say whether Rev., Mr., Mrs., or Miss) 


Full Christian (Names) 
Address *............. 


Pe ee ee 
* Is this a New Address? _ 
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Rev. HENRY CARTER ae 


and the 


-. Hon. NEVILLE LYTTON 


will speak at the 


FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE 


CHURCH STREET, off London Street 


READING 


on 


Tuesday, 17th November, at /p.m. 
: Miss J. ELLIOT in the chair 


Collection for expenses and Relief Fund 


Meeting organised by Reading Food Relief Committee 


CUSDEN, PRINTERS, READING. 
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FRIENDS 
INTERNATIONAL 
CENTRE 


Programme 


NOVEMBER and 
DECEMBER 1942 


— 


37, GORDON SQUARE 
LONDON, W.C. | 


(EUSton 5648) 


MONDAYS 


6.30-8.0 INTERNATIONAL CHORAL GROUP 
Every Week. 


TUESDAYS 


5.0 INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLUB 
onwards Every Week. 


(The talks, etc., usually start at about 6 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAYS 
6.30 MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
7.30 POST-WAR SERVICE GROUP MEETINGS 


PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL RECOVERY 
Nov. 4th & |8th and Dec.. 2nd & |6th 


CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES AND THEIR 


APPLICATION 
November | |th, 25th and December 9th 
THURSDAYS 
6.30 MODERN RELIGIOUS THINKERS 
Fortnigntly 
Nov. {2th 
NICOLAS BERDYAEV Dr. G. G. Kullman 
Nov. 26th 
RUDOLF OTTO John W. Harvey 
[c. oe 
JAQUES MARITAIN Father Lev Gillet 
6.30 DISCUSSION GROUP ON QUAKERISM 
Fortnightly 
Nov. 5th 
QUAKERISM AND WORSHIP Robert Davis 
Nov. 19th 


QUAKERISM AND CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
, Alec North 


2. INTERNATIONAL QUAKER GROUP 


Two meetings, Monday, November 9th 
and Thursday, December 3rd, at 6.0 p m. 


Details of this monthly series of meetings 
for members of the Society of Friends will 
be sent on application. The position of 
Quaker Centres after the war is being 
specially considered. 


3. INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLUS5 


For those of student age, not only those 
Studying. Details of meetings and 
membership on request. 


4. POST-WAR SERVICE GROUPS 


These meetings are open to anyone 
though primarily arranged for those 
preparing themselves for post-war ser- 
vice. There are two series which meet 
on alternate weeks. (a) ‘' Problems of 
Social Recovery.’’ Each time a speaker 
from a different country explains its 
position and needs. (b) °° Christian 
Principles and their Application.’’ 
Howard Diamond and Margaret Harvey 
lead this series interpreting it in the iight 
of Quaker experience. 


2. MODERN RELIGIOUS THINKERS 


This course of 13 lectures continues under 
the chairmanship of Carl Heath. Those 
attending seek to learn from the experi- 
ence of those whose thought is affecting 
the religious life of to-day. 


MONDAYS 
6.30-8.0 INTERNATIONAL CHORAL GROUP 


Every Week. 
TUESDAYS | 
5.0 INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLUB 
onwards Every Week. 


(The talks, etc., usually start at about 6 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAYS 
6.30 MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
7.30 POST-WAR SERVICE GROUP MEETINGS 


PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL RECOVERY 
Nov. 4th & I8th and Dec.. 2nd & |6th 


CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES AND THEIR 
APPLICATION 


November | lth, 25th and December 9th 


THURSDAYS 
6.30 MODERN RELIGIOUS THINKERS 
Fortnigntly 
Nov. {2th 
NICOLAS BERDYAEV Dr. G. G. Kullman 
Nov. 26th 
RUDOLF OTTO John W. Harvey 
ee. 400n ... 
JAQUES MARITAIN Father Lev Gillet 
6.30 DISCUSSION GROUP ON QUAKERISM 
Fortnightly 
Nov. 5th 
QUAKERISM AND WORSHIP Robert Davis 
Nov. {9th 


QUAKERISM AND CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
| Alec North 


FRIDAYS 
|. 20-2.0 


5.30 


Dec. 3rd 


QUAKERISM AND THE SACRAMENTS 
Eric Hayman 
Dec. |/7th 


QUAKERISM AND THE BIBLE Eric W. Savage 


CURRENT EVENTS AND OPINIONS 


Nov. 6th 


REVIEW OF D. W. HARDING'S 
‘THE IMPULSE TO DOMINATE "’ Vera Brittain 


Nov. 13th 


BACKGROUNDS OF SLAV “TOGETHERNESS” 
Prof. W. T. Rose 


Nov. 20th 

MONTHLY REVIEW OF CURRENT EVENTS 
George Glasgow 

Nov. 2/7th 


THE PRESENT SITUATION IN INDIA 
Lionel Fielden 


Dec. 4th 

THE FUTURE OF ITALY Dr. Paul Treves 

Dec. I Ith 

UNDERSTANDING AMERICA TO-DAY 
Geoffrey Campbell 

Dec. 18th 


MONTHLY REVIEW OF CURRENT EVENTS 
George Glasgow 


EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
Fortnightly 


I919—TO-DAY Leo Liepbmann 


Nov. 6th. ‘* The Conflict of Ideas °’ 
,, 20th. ‘* The Human Factor ’’ 
Dec. 4th. ‘‘ Politics and Economics °’ 
, '8th. “* The Economic Basis of 
Peace °! 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Sunday, Nov. 22nd 4.0 p.m. 


Social Time over tea, followed by 


MUSICAL LONDON IN THE LATE I8TH 
CENTURY 


Talk by FLORENCE PERTZ, illustrated on the 


piano and with lantern slides. (Postponed from 
October). 


Saturday, Nov. 28th 2.30-6.30 p.m. 


PRESENT-DAY MIGRATION AND THE POST- 
WAR PROBLEM 
Speaker BERTHA L. BRACEY. 


Chairman Dr. G. G. KULLMAN (who will intro- 
duce the 2nd Session). 


Saturday, Dec. 5th = 11.0-4.30 


SOCIAL AIMS OF POST-WAR EUROPEAN 
EDUCATION 


Discussion arranged by New Education Fellow- 
ship and led by B. STEFAN DRZEWIESKI 
and W. B. CURRY 


(Bring your lunch packet.) 
Christmas 
An International Children's Christmas 
Party has been suggested. Please send 
us names and ages of children (6-12) who 
might appreciate this. 


— 


NOTES ON THE REGULAR MEETINGS 


|. INTERNATIONAL CHORAL GROUP 
New members of this group are still 
welcome. The main works being done 
are: Mozart's I2th Mass and Vaughan 
Williams ** Benedicite. 
es Leader : DAVID JENKIN 


2. INTERNATIONAL QUAKER GROUP 
Two meetings, Monday, November 9th 
and Thursday, December 3rd, at 6.0 p m. 


Details of this monthly series of meetings 
for members of the Society of Friends will 
be sent on application. The position of 
Quaker Centres after the war is being 
specially considered. 


3. INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLU3 


For those of student age, not only those 
studying. Details of meetings and 
membership on request. 


4. POST-WAR SERVICE GROUPS 


These meetings are open to anyone 
though primarily arranged for those 
preparing themselves for post-war ser- 
vice. There are two series which meet 
on alternate weeks. (a) © Problems of 
Social Recovery.’’ Each time a speaker 
from a different country explains its 
position and needs. (b) °° Christian 
Principles} and their Application.’’ 
Howard Diamond and Margaret Harvey 
lead this series interpreting it in the iight 
of Quaker experience. 


2“. MODERN RELIGIOUS THINKERS 


This course of 13 lectures continues under 
the chairmanship of Carl Heath. Those 
attending seek to learn from the experi- 
ence of those whose thought is affecting 
the religious life of to-day. 


6. DISCUSSION GROUP ON QUAKERISM 


An informal opportunity for those who 
wish to learn about the faith and practice 


of the Society of Friends. Jack Finch 
acts as chairman. 


7, CURRENT EVENTS AND OPINIONS 


These Friday Lunch-hour talks present, 
through reviews of current events, 
recent books and present-day _inter- 
national problems, a survey of current 
thought. To enable those with short 
lunch-hours to attend, the formal meet- 
ing is kept exactly to 40 minutes. Coffee 
is available from 12.45 p.m. 


8. EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AFFAIRS TO-DAY 


Leo Liepmann, formerly Lecturer in 
Economics, Breslau University, will deal 
with this important subject in this 
series of four fortnightly talks. 


USE OF THE CENTRE. 
Remember that the Centre is open all day if you 
want to meet people, read or write. (Sundays from 
3.0 p.m.) Many leading British and foreign peri- 
odicals are available as well as the library of books 
in several languages on International affairs, general 
literature and Quakerism. 


lt is hoped that those who appreciate the Centre 
will help towards the cost of its upkeep. Contri- 
butions may be given to the Wardens or put in the 
box in the hali. 


Your ideas as to further ways in which use could 
be made of the Centre will always be appreciated. 
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Croydon Committee for Child Feeding in Occupied nite iu 


SAVE THE HUNGRY, 4 
CHILDREN OF EUROPE! 


Public Meeting 


will be held at the 


ADULT SCHOOL HALL 
Park Lane, Croydon 


On SATURDAY, JAN. 9th, at 3.0 p.m. : 


speaker : 


Professor r. J. BIGWOOD 


Vice-President Belgian Red Cross 


Subject: 
Food and Health Conditions 


in Occupied Allied Countries 
(especially Belgium) 


Chairman: Mrs. H. U. WILLINK 


WHAT CAN BE DONE | 
TO HELP NOW? 


Standard Printing Company Ltd., Purley Road, South Croydon. 
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7\ 3. P. Grant, F.Z.S., BM/XPFS, LONDON, W.C\I 

{ “Strange ag it may seem, the independence and individu- 
ality of each separate human being are the guarantee of 
their communion. The sense of solidarity is nct begotten 
by people all belonging to one large nation or great empire; 
but by union in local enterprises where a personal relation- 
ship can exist between the workers, and where success in 
labcur promotes pride, and respons:bility is provocative of 
thought, and experience in control generates wisdom ... 
The true idéa of the commune is to have in it as many 
people as will give it strength and importance, and so few 


people that a personal tie may be established between 
them.” (4). 


The following ‘resoluticn was adopted nem. con. at the 
PAX Annual General Meeting, 1942:— 


“This meeting approves the fostering of communal ven- 
tures in Christian living (the practical application of Chris- 
tion principles) aid empowers a small sub-committee to 
seek out those whe can participate or who can give quali- 
fied support of any kind. This meeting further approves 
the inauguration of a fund to serve this end.”’ 


The appointed sub-committee now puts forward this 
memorandum in amplification of the abcve resolution. It 
must be understood that the memorandum does not commit 
every member of PAX, and is not intended to convey the 
binding force of the “PAX Statement.”’ 


1. Christian principles and co-operative living. 


Experiments in co-operative living (or community) are 
advocated because they facilitate Christian Living, i.e., lov- 
ing service to God the Creator in every human activity in- 
cluding daily work of a creative kind, executed in the spirit 
of prayer and praise. Man being body-spirit, the offering 
to God of due worship should entail the offering of the 
whole man. Christ died, not for human beings en masse, but 
for each distinct human person—hence our belief in the 
inviolability of the human conscience and our objection to 
any surrender to the cults of mechanism, money and 
viclence. 


2. The un-making of man in industrial society. 


To seek to know, love and serve God is difficult enough 
in a society run in large measure upon anti-Christian prin- 
ciples, and organised in the service of riches and power; 
but when such a society takes on the character cf a cen- 
tralised industrial plant, human activities are reduced to 


mechanical sub-human processes in which it is well nigh 
impossible for men and women to function as whole per- 
sons (i.e., “holy, healthy’ persons), expressing harmoni- 
ously bcth body and spirit in daily life and work. It is our 
contention that materialistic aims employing industrialist 
methods lead to monopoly by money-power or by the totali- 
tarian State. This in turn leads to the mechanisation of 
man for the purpose of industry and of the wars in its 
defence, with the consequent disintegration of the human 
person. Hence the urgent need for a renewed Christian 
valuation of the human person and the human family; and 
also for the restoration of the Christian philosophy of work 
as vocation. Hence also the urgent need for new social 
forms in which men and women can become responsible 
workers with personal, family and group ownership of the 
means of prcduction as a Christian alternative to proletari- 
anism and wage-slavery. The spirit of community can find 
expression in many forms, but as a general pattern for the 
human cluster we suggest a multitude of satellite crafts 
revolving within the orbit of the one supreme craft of 
agriculture. 


3. What community has to offer. 


Co-operative living is not in itself a panacea for present. 
day social evils, but it does provide a setting in which steps 
can be taken in. faith towards a Christian social order. 
Among the advantages offered by the “ community way ” 
are :— 

(a) The opportunity to spread the Christian good news 


not only by word of mouth but in living action by the 


creation of ‘‘cells of good living in the chaos of our world.”’ 
(Eric Gill. ) 


(b) The opportunity to protect and encourage human 
freedcm and responsibility, and family life. 


(c) The opportunity to present by force of example the 
Christian (and pacifist) alternative to the destructive con- 
ditions of modern civilisation. 


(d) The opportunity to practise the positive way of life 
which is complementary to the negative attitude of- pacifism 
in the sense of refusal to participate in war-producing 
social systems or in the wars they breed. 


(e) The opportunity for men and women to lead voca- 
tional lives, free from economic bondage and from the 
greater evil of being constrained to hold others in economic 
chains. 


({) An opportunity tc recover the right relationship with 
nature and with the soil. | 
4. Immediate steps. 

The sub-committee recommends to PAX members that 


they should follow up the lead of the Annual General Meet- 
ing in the following ways:— | 
(a) By informing the Secretary or sub-committee mem- 


bers of any practical community schemes or suggestions - 
they may have in mind. 


(b) By taking part in existing group ventures, the names 
of any of which appear in the publications of the Com- 
munity Service Committee (see below). 


(c) By contributing, either directly to communities 
which are approved, or to a special PAX fund now tc be 
opened for the purpose of promoting new community or 
homestead ventures, of assisting members to jcin existing 


schemes, and of extending in every way the idea and spirit 
of community. 


(d) By studying community cxperiments already in be- 
ing with a view to discovering and disseminating the funda- 
mental principles on which a Christian social order must 
be built: as examples, the Houses of Hospitality and Farming 
Ccmmunes run by Dorothy Day and the “Catholic Worker” 
movement in America; the Brotherhood of the Way com- 
munities at Wymondley Priory and at Doo-Little Mill; the 
Laxton Land and Family Settlement, etc. In all these 
communities PAX members are now participating. 


(e) By collabcrating with, and in every way supporting, 
the Community Service Committee which exists to act as 
liaison for all community ventures at home and abroad. 
(Leslie Stubbings, Chancton, Dartnell Park..West Byfleet, 
Surrey, is the Hon. Sec., and the Committee publishes “The 
Community Broadsheet” at intervals—subscription 2s. 6d. 
per year, and the book “Community in a Changing World,” 
price 3s. 6d. The current issue of the “ Broadsheet ”’ in- 
cludes articles of special interest to PAX members. ) 


This memorandum is approved and signed by all members 
of PAX “community promotion ”’ sub-committee :— 


Miss Sheila Allen, 
. Leonard Ames, 
Mrs. Ruth Murray, 
Stormont Murray, 
Miss P. Ouwerkerk (Hon. Treasurer), 
Hubert Grant Scarfe, 
Rev. Charles Stimson, 


Max Walker (Secretary), 


Eversheds, Abinger Hammer, 
Dorking, Surrey. 


Telephone: Abinger 68. 


following their meetings at Doo-Little and Wymondley com- 
nc Yg on October 14th and 15th, 1942. The statement 
was approved for publication by PAX Committee at High 
Wycombe on November 7th, 1942. 
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mote peace by the po bp application of Christian ethics. 

2. Christians are obliged’ by their faith to test the jus- 
tice and moral legitimacy of any war by the light of the 
principles laid down by moral philosophy and traditional 
theology, and to withhold support from any war which in- 
volves a denial of one or more of these principles. In 
applying these principles full account must be taken of the 
new facts cf contemporary warfare involved in the changed 
social, political and technical conditions of to-day. 

3. PAX recognises that social injustice is one of the 
most potent causes of war and that it is imperative that the 
implications of this shculd be widely realised. It is there- 
fore an object of PAX to discover, publicize and give prac- 
tical expression to those Christian sccial principles which 
alone provide a sure foundation fcr social justice and peace 
among individuals and nations. 

4. PAX recognises that the present lack of balance be- 
tween urban industry ahd agriculture is notably both a re- 
sult and cause of social disorder. PAX accordingly encour- 
ages the return tc the land both of individuals and groups 
who believe themselves called to do so. 

0. PAX holds that it is vitally necessary actively to pro- 
mote the restcration of unity among Christians; unless we 
can heal our own divisions it is idle fcr us to preach peace 
to the nations. 

6. PAX being an agsociation of those who hold that 
spiritual and personal integrity are the first means towards 
the removal of the causes cf war and of other public 
iniguities, and that all men have a duty to work actively for 
this end, pursues its aims by means of— 

Personal influence and activity in daily life. 

Collective wcrship, study, “propaganda,” etc. 

Any practical measures, however small, within the 
ability of the society or individual members, 

Anyone over the age of 16 years, or any religion or 

nationality, who subscribes to this statement, is eligible for 
membership. There is no subscription, but all who can are 
asked to give monetary or other help. 


The Hon. Secretary is 
Stormont Murray, 
Green End, Radnage, 
High Wycombe, Bucks. (Tel.: Rene 110). 


Grounds for the principles accepted by PAX can™bhe found ‘in the 
following among other works: The Four Gospels; “Summa Theologica” 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, 11-11, 40, a.l; recent papal-encyclicals; “Morality 
and War,” by Father Gerald Vann, O.P.; “Peaed and the Clergy,” by 
Fr. F. Stratmann, O.P.; various PAX pamphlets. 

These principles are expounded with special clarity in the written 
works of Eric Gill (third Chairman of PAX). . 
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will speak at the 


FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE 


CHURCH STREET, off London Street 


READING 


on 


Tuesday, 17th November, at 7 p.m. 
Miss J. ELLIOT in the chair 


Collection for expenses and Relief Fund 


— 


Meeting organised by Reading Food Relief Committee — 


CUSDEN, PRINTERS, READING. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE 


QUARTERLY MEETING 


to be held at 


THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 
HANDSIDE LANE, 


WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
On Saturday, January 30th, 1943 


PROBABLE AGENDA. 


Issued by direction of the Quarterly Meeting 


Harpenden, January, 1943 TOM GOODEY, Clerk 


a.m. 

10.45 First Session of Quarterly Meeting 
Short period for worship 
Queries Il, 12 
Representatives 


Special Subject : 
‘‘ The Future in Education: Our Responsibility ”’ 


Speaker : Mary Jewell, of Queen Elizabeth Girls’ Grammar 
School, Barnet 


Lunch at Meeting House 

Friends are asked to bring food for picnic lunch and tea 

(Tea and coffee will be provided by Welwyn Garden City 
Friends) 


P.T.O, 


Meeting of Finance Committee 
Meeting for Worship 

Interval 

Second Session of Quarterly Meeting 
Financial Report 
Nominations 


Ten Duties and Trust Properties 


Reviser of Record Book of Trust Properties 


Any other business 


Tea at Meeting House at end of session 


TRAINS. Return 


King’s Cross, 9.20 am. W. Gdn. City, 4.43 p.m. 5.18 p.m. 
Finsbury Pk., 9.27 King’s Cross, 5.10 6.32 
W. Gdn. City, 10.16 


Hitchin, 9.32 a.m. 10.18 W. Gdn. City, 5.00 p.m. 
W. Gdn. City, 10.0 10.47 Hitchin, 5.28 


Wellingborough, 8.50 a.m. St. Albans, 6.3 p.m. 
Bedford, 9.20 Luton, 6.30 
Luton, 9.50 Bedford, 7.6 

St. Albans, 10.5 Wellingborough 7.52 


Bus No. 330 from St. Peter’s St., St. Albans to W. Gdn. City, at 
10.23 a.m. passes St. Albans City Station. The next bus is at | 
10.53a.m. Buses from W. Gdn. City to St. Albans run every 10 mins. 
in the afternoon. Friends should alight from the bus at Applecroft 
Road, W. Gdn. City. This is the most convenient stop for the 
Meeting House. 


PUBLIC MEETING 


BLACKHEATH CONCERT HALL 


CONSTRUCTIVE 
PEACEMAKING 


National Service or 
International Service ? 


SPEAKERS : 


DR. HERBERT GRAY 


1 ‘Aaah Delia’ tae Chiles Ribas” wns 
' SYBIL MORRISON 


CHAIRMAN : 


Rev. Canon F. re GILLINGHAM 
Tuesday, 14th Feb. 1959 at 8 p.m. 


| TICKETS - Numbered and Reserved 2/6, Reserved 1/- 


oF Unreserved Free 
* Obtainable from the Peace Shop, 14 Royal Parade, Blackheath, 


and the Blackheath Press. 


ORGANISED BY THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Blackheath and Charlton Group. 


> 2% 


DEC 1949) 


Will you please send me 
copies of this publication for which | 


enclose En 
(Postage gd. per copy extra). For orders LO OR HWHILE l7> 
of six copies or over postage will be : “ 
paid by the Publishers, 


The Victory Fellowship, 
1, Overlinks Drive. 
Parkstone, Dorset. 


‘Lasting Peace and A Better World ” 


A Plan to Achieve them 
By ERNEST T. WILLIAMS, O.B.E., M.LE.E. 


Mr. Williams’ new book about to be published deals in a popular way 
with the vital subject of Post-War Reconstruction. 


The Reconstruction of the 
Social and Economic System. : v.. Lasting. Peace. 

ss ii. The Design of Reconstructed i, World Economic Stability. 
and New Cities. 


3 iif Lhe New Democracy. 
»» ii. General Reforms. 


Section i. Section iv. Emigration: 


Here is a book that everybody who is interested in the future of the 


Empire and the World should read and keep by them. They should 
use it to give as a Christmas Greeting instead of the ordinary card, and 
also send copies to their friends in the Forces. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE 


Orders will be dealt with in rotation as received 


N.B.—APPEAL FOR BOOKS FOR H.M. FORCES. If desired, the Publishers will send copies 
to the Troops for any additional amounts received. 


P.T. Oo. 


iB 
AND THE WAR~- 
LEST WE FORGET 


4 10,000,000 killed 
19,000,000 wounded 


Tens of millions dead 
in epidemics follow- 
ing the War 


50,000,000 unemploy- 
ed in years of crisis 
which followed 


Too late our fathers realised the true character of that war. Not “to save democracy ’—but for the 
secret treaties and colonial Empires. 

Not “to end war ’—but to sow the seeds of new wars. 

Not “ for a land fit for heroes to live in ”—but for a world which was to be racked by slumps and crises, 
unemployment, poor wages, blind alley jobs, restricted education, frustrated careers. .. . 


MUST THIS HAPPEN AGAIN? Before it is too late, we must stop and think. 
WHAT IS THIS WAR REALLY FOR? 


Our rulers say it is a war of youth against youth. They lie. We have no quarrel with the German 
youth, who face the same frightful prospect as ourselves, who are struggling, as we are—against low 
wages and long hours, for education, health and leisure. We are both being sacrificed, just as in the last 
war, for the selfish interests of the rulers of Britain, France and Germany, to preserve and increase their 
profits, their ‘‘ spheres of influence,” their colonial Empires—and their power over our lives at home. 
“For the Rights of Nations ”’ they say, as they refuse to India the freedom demanded by its people. 
“For the Right to be Free” they say, as the Government of “ our ally,’’ France, crushes political liberty, 
destroys the social gains of the common people, and imprisons thousands; and as our own Government 
introduces the Emergency Powers Act which treads roughshod over century-old liberties that have been 
hard to win. 

“For a New World Order” they say, as the war on the home front grows in intensity, as the Factory 
Acts are being smashed, throwing young workers to the mercy of unscrupulous employers; as liberty in 
the Universities is whittled away, as careers are destroyed; as the cost of living rises and they threaten 
grimmer things to come. Such is the true nature of the “ War for Democracy.” 


AND THIS IS THE WAR THEY WANT TO SPREAD! 
Without daring to consult us, they tried to launch us into war against the U.S.S.R. But the peace in the 
North put an end to that plan. It saved the Northern peoples from the horrors of war. It saved: the 


lives of thousands of us. 
But they are still trying to spread the war and to find new fronts. Great armies are standing ready in 


the Near East. 
THIS WAR MUST BE ENDED 


It can be ended by the will, courage and unity of our generation, along with all working people, here, 
in France and in Germany. We must each do our own job of struggle against the governments and 
warmongers of our own country. 


WHAT DO WE WANT? 3 { 


We want, all young people want;—Jobs with decent wages—trade training and prospects for adult life 
—Higher education and an open road to careers of*our own choice—free sport and a chance of physical 
fitness—a chance to work, study and relax in a world where fears of war and insecurity are gone—in other 


words—a life with a Purpose. 
WHAT CAN WE DO? 


We must resist every attack on our liberty, every attempt to lower our standard of life, to worsen hours 
and wages, to frustrate education. 


For those in the Forces we must fight for higher dependents’ allowances, improved conditions and full 
rights. For solidarity between youth at home and Youth in the Forces, 


The farst step will be 
A NATION-WIDE YOUTH CAMPAIGN 


to explain the true nature of the war, to encourage every movement in defence of living standards and 
liberties, to enlist all those who will fight with us. Big rallies will be held in the main towns. Speakers 
will be sent to all possible organisations. 


But the main work must be done by YOU. 
You should :— 


1. Form a Group (in your place of work, school, college, or Club) of youth who agree with this 
manifesto. Write to us for literature to read, discuss and spread. 


2. Get Speakers from the Campaign Committee invited to speak to your organisation. 


3. If you would like to help us individually write to us for advice on what to do. 


THOUSANDS of British Youth have worked together in the Youth Pilgrimage for the Defence of 
Peace. We have a greater and more difficult task to perform to-day, now that war has broken out. BUT 
we can and will build a Movement that will make history. 


ACROSS THE BARBED WIRE AND CONCRETE we send our greetings to the youth of all lands. 
FORWARD TOGETHER for an end to the warmongers and the victory of Mankind. 


DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF YOUNG WORKERS, STUDENTS, AND 
FIGHTING MEN! 


NO WAR ON THE U:S.S.R. ° 
END THE WAR! 
FOR A LIFE WITH A PURPOSE! 


Signed by MARGOT DAVIES and GERALD CROASDELL (of the University Labour Federation). 
GORDON CREE (of the British Federation of Co-operative Youth). 
MICK BENNETT and TED WILLIS (of the Young Communist League). 


» 58 Theobald’s Road, 


London, W.C.1. WRITE TO US. 


Marston Printinc Co. (7.U. all depts.), Cayton Place, Cayton Street, london, E.C.1. 


NEW “PEACE AIMS PAMPHLETS ” 


Copies 
THE FOUNDATION OF ECONOMIC required 
RECONSTRUCTION 


Professor JOHN MACMURRAY 


In this striking address delivered to the Peace 
Aims Conference at Oxford in September 1942, 
Professor Macmurray discusses the moral issues 
in economic reconstruction and urges that the 
basis of a new civilisation should be sought in a 
yg of the spiritual and material aspects 
of life 


FOURPENCE (postage Id.) No. I5 


THE ECONOMIC BASIS OF PEACE 


Dr. THOMAS BALOGH, WILFRID BENSON, 
E. F. M. DURBIN, A. A. EVANS, Miss M. F. W. 


JOSEPH and others. 


Addresses delivered at the Peace Aims Con- 
ference at Oxford in which experts discuss the 
techniques of economic peace—the practical 
necessities in realising freedom from want and 
social security for all peoples. 


ONE SHILLING AND THREEPENCE 
(postage Idd.) No. 16 


Discount of 25°% allowed on I2 or more copies. 


A full list of the ‘‘ Peace Aims Pamphlets’’ (Nos. |—14) and 
‘Peace Aims Documents *’ (Nos. 1-3) will be sent on 
request. 


To NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL, 144, Southampton Row, London, 
W.C.I. 
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FOREWORD 


This booklet is so brief that it must take 
a great deal for granted. In particular, it 
takes for granted that those who read it have 


already heard something of the personal 
and group discipline called NATIONAL 


AVERAGE SPENDING. 


In the baldest terms this proposes that, as 
a kind of rough economic justice, persons and 
sroups should regulate their own personal 
expenditure by the average spending power 
of the community as a whole, making any 
surplus available for social purposes—i.e. 
returning it to the community. 


Although the booklet was for the most 
part written by an individual, it grows 
directly out of the experience of a group 
which has worked on the basis of the 
national average for about three years. 
The group includes families with children, 
so that most of the procedure which the 
booklet suggests has been tested out in 
practice. 


October 1941. A. M. 


Chapter I 
INTRODUCTORY 


The Recovery of Personal Initiative 


Great numbers of people to-day are overwhelmed by the sense 
that history is out of hand, that the future is being moulded by 
vast impersonal forces which they had no hand in making and 
have not the faintest chance of controlling. But one thing is 
very often forgotten, that however cruelly the shape of 
society may be twisted and into whatever new patterns the 
life of men and communities may be forced, there are certain 
fundamental criteria for the life of men in society which are 
always applicable as long as men live together. The funda- 
mental requirements of any society—the values without which 
life can be neither truly human nor truly social—are justice, 
freedom and security. If we neglect these values, we can 
resign ourselves to tyranny and exploitation or to complete 
pandemonium. And the best way to avoid panic at the sight 
of contemporary society, the sure way to keep our thinking 
tied to basic social realities, is to think in these terms of justice, 
freedom and security. 

When history stampedes there is no chance to think in 
terms of programmes or party-lines. The recent fate of 
parties should be sufficient warning against that. You can 
keep a consistent party-line only when you can prophesy the 
course of events and when you have enough mass-support to 
keep events under some sort of control. Now there is no man 
alive who can prophesy with confidence (I am writing on 
Oct. grd, 1941) the outcome of the Russo-German war; or 
who can estimate, whatever the immediate result of that new 
conflict may be, what the peculiar criss-crossing of national 
alliances and political allegiances is likely to produce. Not 
even the German Fiihrer has such a purchase on events that 
he can prophesy with confidence, and it is imperative that 
those minority groups which share a deep concern for the 
true health of men in society should ground every thought and 
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act, not upon a precarious estimate of political and military 
possibilities, but on unchanging social necessities. They must 
set their testimony (for testimony it must be, once they see the 
impossibility of formulating comprehensive programmes) on 
the firm ground of the basic truth about life in society—that 
freedom with justice on a basis of economic security is the true 
meaning of social order, the difficult but unavoidable alterna- 
tive to the false simplifications of tyranny and anarchy. 

There must be plenty of such folk about;* people who, 
whether they favour this or that wide scheme for social 
organisation, or are disillusioned with all such schemes, yet 
share an over-riding concern that they themselves should act 
with integrity in the complexities of a disintegrating social 
order, so that they may at least try to be “part of the cure, 
and not part of the cause’’, of further social degeneration. 

Already from some such starting-point as this there has 
been a good deal of discussion in terms of *“‘National Average 
Spending” (see Foreword), and this short booklet is designed 
to do two things: first to put the idea of the “‘national average”’ 
into its social context, to show its relation to the basic necessities 
of contemporary society; and second, to indicate as precisely 
as possible how the thing works out in practice. 


* Some of us tried a couple of years ago to list the groups which had 
appeared in the years between the wars, practising some sort of group 
discipline in terms of “‘community”’ or economic justice. ‘The list reached 
eighty-odd and looked like being interminable, so we gave it up! 
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Chapter Ll 


ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 


What the National Average Means. 


One of the prime characteristics of highly developed capitalist 
industrialism is economic inequality. There are other things 
to be said about contemporary society, but one impressive and 
oppressive fact is inescapable—tt is a society of privilege and 
under-privilege. There are privileges of economic power and 
there are privileges of wealth, which in exact discussion have 
to be distinguished, but the human results of both are stark 
and plain—some men have plenty while others go short.* 
There are many things needing to be done about contemporary 
society, but quite certainly something needs to be done about 
this—and that something must be conceived not only in terms 
of large-scale social adjustment but as something which each 
man of conscience must settle for himself in action. ‘The man 
who sees slavery as an offence against his brother will be 
restless to free his own slaves without waiting for an Emanci- 
pation Act, and the man who recognises the injustice of 
economic privilege will be eager to do justly by divesting 
himself of his share of the spoils, if he can discover how to get 
rid of economic privilege by returning any surplus to the 
community to which it in fact belongs. Such men will not be 
content to excuse themselves from doing justice now—if they 
can discover what just behaviour means—while they wait for 
some far-off divine event like “‘the destruction of Hitlerism” or 


* The 1937 Ecumenical Conference of the Churches pronounced the 
fact of inequality as one of the four “‘chief points in the economic sphere at 
which the purpose of God is challenged”. Such a pronouncement, 
coming from one of the most representative gatherings of the non-Roman 
Churches, must be taken seriously by all who accept the authority of the 
Christian Church. 
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‘the triumph of Labour” or “a Christian order of society” 
or “‘the revolutionary seizure of power by the proletariat’”’ or 
whatever it may be. (Though just behaviour by individuals 
and groups is far from -being irrelevant to the wider social 
struggle with which these phrases are concerned.) This basic 
obligation to seek justice once accepted, the question then is 
whether it is possible to discover what economic justice means, 
not in terms only of an all-embracing social programme, but 
in terms of individual and group action here and now. 

In economic matters—that is in regard to the things that 
money will buy—men’s basic needs are equal, so that each 
should have his share and none more than his share. In modern 
society the amount of material goods persons can get hold of 
depends upon the amount of money they have to spend, and 
the most direct way to distribute material goods equally 
(without assuming some general transformation of the whole 
mode of production and distribution) is to put an equal 
amount of spending-power (measured in money) into each 
man’s hands. 

This means that we can translate our talk of justice into the 
most practical terms. If we take the total supply of new goods 
and services becoming available for consumption or invest- 
ment over a given period and divide this mass into as many 
portions as there are persons in the community the money 
value of each portion will be the National Average Income. It is 
a perfectly real quantity even if it is not easy to calculate. From 
statistics supplied by Colin Clark, W. A. Morris calculates 
that the average for every man, woman and child in Britain 
was £85 for 1939.* But this crude figure for the national 
average needs adjustment if we are to take count of the 
natural needs of individuals. Children cost less for clothes, 
food, etc., than adults, certainly during the child’s early years. 
One person living alone incurs charges for rent, etc., greater 
in proportion than for several persons living together, so we 
must re-allocate the crude average of £85 per head to 
correspond more fairly to the needs of households of varying 
sizes and containing members of differing ages. Such a re- 


* The obvious reason for using 1939 figures as a basis of calculation 
(apart from the fact that the figures are readily available, and are set out 
in a readable fashion in Morris’s book Earning and Spending) is that it is 


the last year comparatively unaffected by the ie changes brought about 
by the war. War-time increases are indicated later in the chapter. 
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allocation must be somewhat arbitrary, but an estimate has 


to be made. The following table is probably reasonably near 
to the mark: 


Age upto Person living First Second Third 


alone dependant dependant dependant 

4 “— £35 £15 £15 

5 — 40 20 20 

0 ~ 45 25 25 

7 “a 9° 39 3° 

S a 55 35 35 

9 — 60 40 40 

10 = 65 45 40 
10-14 --- 70 50 40 
over I4 £110 70 60 55 


This table will give us the figures for various sized house- 
holds in 1939. What allowances are we to make for war-time 
changes in money conditions? Notice first of all that it is rise 
in money income with which we are concerned, not rise in 
cost of living. If consumers’ goods are in short supply—the 
normal cause of “‘a rise in the cost of living’’—it becomes, if 
anything, still more important that each man should have 
his share and no more than his share, and the only way to see 
to that under present conditions is to distribute money income 
in equal amounts. On the basis of figures prepared by the 
London and Cambridge Economic Service it appears that 
there was an increase in wage-rates of something like 23% 
(average) between August 1939 and April 1941. The rate of 
increase varied considerably from trade to trade, with a 
~ general tendency to increase lower income levels, as follows: 


Percentage increase 


Printer’s compositor .. bs 7 
rier. 7 “e re 13 
Coal te ss s ss 23 
Cotton operatives x s 32 
Agricultural workers .. 5 39 


But more important for our purpose is the actual increase in 
earnings. ‘The above figures take no account of longer hours, 
steadier work, or overtime: they are simply a comparison of 
piece and time rates, and do not give us a true picture of total 
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earnings. Making the necessary allowances we have the 
following estimate, covering a slightly different period: 


Wage rates Earnings 
October 1938 — — 
July 1940 11% 27% 
April 1941 18% 35% 


The divergences between these two tables show how difficult 
the calculation is in a rapidly changing situation, but clearly 
we can safely reckon that while wage-rates have increased by 
about 20% earnings have increased by about 35% for 1939.* 

Our original figure of £85 as the average per head of popu- 
lation in 1939 becomes £114 15s.; similarly each of the 
figures on our table should be increased by a like proportion. 

A few examples may clarify this method of assessment. 

A husband and wife together (i.e. one adult plus one adult 
dependant) were entitled to £180 in 1939, and in I94I 
£180+35%, which equals £243. Out of this must be paid 
any income-tax due on an income of £243. For a family con- 
sisting of father, mother and children aged 12 and 6, the 
income (1939) would be made up as follows: 


Father .% a Zs £110 
Mother (ist dependant over r 14) is 70 
Child aged 12 (2nd dependant under 14).. 50 
Child aged 6 (3rd dependant under 7) .. 30 

£260 


Adding 35% we have £351 for 1941, out of which again we 
must deduct income-tax due on an income of £351. 

Obviously such a table is an arbitrary affair, but some such 
estimate has to be made. On this basis we at least know what 
rough economic justice means in terms of money. That is to 
say, we know as nearly as we need for practical purposes what 


* As a matter of interest, though it does not affect the present argument, 
we may notice that the rise in the cost of living over the same approximate 
period is 27%. By far the steepest rate of increase is in clothing. It is 
calculated that the cost of buying food to give a diet of the same nutritive 
value in March 1941, compared with 1936 (allowing for substitution of 
more expensive non-rationed goods), has increased by 41%. 
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our just share of the national spending-power is. If we want to 
act justly we have the information to enable us to do so. 


There are certain criticisms and questions, frequently 
encountered in discussion, which should be answered at this 
point. 


(1) Why the average? 


Is not the average (or “‘arithmetic mean”’ as it is correctly 
called) money income, though real enough and quite possible 
to estimate, too high to represent justice, far less brotherhood? 
It is arrived at by dividing all money incomes, including the 
highest, by the population. Now the majority of citizens 
live below the average, for the “income curve” is not 
symmetrical. Should not some account be taken of this? 
Should we not use instead of the ““mean”’ what is called the 
‘““mode’’; that is, the figure at which the greatest proportion of 
the population actually lives? Actually, this distinction is not 
very significant in practice. The few very large incomes are 
not of great importance statistically. ‘The large number of 
middle class and upper working class salaries do, probably, 
result in the mean being slightly higher than the mode, but 
at times like the present when money incomes are changing 
fairly rapidly and our calculations are likely to lag somewhat 
behind we may take it that the difference between mode and 
mean is less than the almost inevitable margin of error in 
reckonings of this kind. 

Even in theory, moreover, there is a case for basing our 
reckoning on the mean. It is strict justice and no more that 
we are after. We are trying to define the minimum require- 
ments of decent citizenship and equitable living, though we 
recognise that there are beyond this all sorts and degrees of 
voluntary asceticism which men.may practise according to 
their creed. Someone who is working among casual labourers, 
for example, may find that in the interests of fellowship and 
of being on an equality with his neighbours, he elects to live 
on the “‘mode”’ for his district—which might be much below. 
the national average. But we want to sketch the kind of 
conduct required of every man who does not want to have 
privilege while his fellows go short, and therefore we have 
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set out to find what each man’s share is, and we find the share 
by taking the average figure. If there are those—Christians 
will be foremost among them—who choose to use less than 
their share, that is their affair. Our concern is with citizenship 
in twentieth-century Britain: we want to see justice done. 


(2) Why the National Average—+.e. the average for Britain? 


Is there not an obligation, we are sometimes asked, to act 
justly in relation to “‘all sorts and conditions of men’’, wherever 
they live? What about the Chinese coolie, the Indian villager? 
Briefly there are good and solid reasons for using Britain as a 
unit: 


(i) Pending the formation of a world state, it is in Britain 
that our citizenship is actually exercised. 


(ii) ‘The figures for Britain are get-at-able. The world figures 
are not available, and with our present statistical 
organisation are probably unobtainable. 


(iii) Differences in environmental conditions (e.g. climate) 
make it unreal to pretend to relate British conditions 
to those in China or India. 


(iv) There is a grave danger of neglecting immediate and 
manageable responsibilities, which can be shouldered 
here and now, to talk vaguely about responsibility to 
far-off groups which in fact we are unable and/or 
unwilling to translate into concrete action. 


(3) The Question of Income-Tax. 


(i) Firstly and most simply there is the calculation of indi- 
vidual incomes. The total income of a household accepting 
the national average discipline may be {A on which meome- 
tax of £x is paid. ‘This means that the net money income of the 
household is £ (A—x). The personal allowance at the national 
average (calculated as has been described) is £B and on this 
sum a household of the size in question would have to pay 
income-tax (calculated in the usual way) of {y. The house- 
hold, in accepting the national average discipline, therefore 
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aims at reducing its net income to £(B—y) so that the 
difference between these sums, i.e. £(A—x)—(B—y), repre- 
sents the margin available to claims and payment to pool. 


(i1) It is sometimes said that the heavy rate of taxation on 
higher incomes is removing inequality, so that the sort of 
discipline which we are discussing here becomes meaningless. 
The answer to this is an appeal to the facts. Graded taxation 
has, in some measure, reduced inequality—that is undoubted; 
but extreme inequality still remains. (Using the symbols of the 
above paragraph, taxation does not yet operate for the higher 
income levels to make £(A—x) equal to £(B—y) in normal 
families.) One thing must be remembered. Heavy taxation, 
whatever its effect on real income, must lead to a reduction 
in available money income. So a middle-class person, receiving 
an income above the national average, has to scale down his 
income to a still lower level in order to achieve justice, than 
would have been necessary if income-tax had been less. 

The actual calculation of the average, including the way in 
which it is affected by taxation, falls outside the scope of this 
booklet. ‘That is an affair for the statistician. If anyone has 
better figures than those we have quoted, let them use them 
instead; the argument is unchanged. 
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Chapter III 
PERSONAL AND GROUP DISCIPLINE 


How the National Average works 


Assuming that we have accepted the obligation to live on the 
national average, how do we go about it? It.is clearly not 
absolutely necessary to work in a group. The individual who 
accepts the obligation can limit his personal spending to the 
level which we have discovered to be just. ‘The objection to 
such purely private behaviour is that it leaves with the 
individual the prerogative of deciding, purely on his own 
initiative, what are the social uses to which his surplus shall 
be put. This power of decision about the spending of surplus 
income is itself a privilege. Lots of people would give their 
ears to be able to disburse amounts of money to various good 
causes. To retain such a prerogative is to retain a form of 
economic power. The only way partially to overcome this and 
get rid of the power and privilege which a higher-than-average 
income gives, is to belong to a group whose members are 
equally committed to acting justly.* The disposal of surplus 
income is then submitted to the decision of the group, which 
as a sort of microcosm of the whole community has a better 
chance than any one individual of deciding what kinds of 
expenditure are really valuable to society as a whole. Without 
such a group check it is very easy to give oneself the benefit of 
the doubt: to judge for example that one’s personal gifts are 

* The frightful pitfalls and almost certain risk of failure which are 
alleged to confront every attempt at “community living’’ are far from 
imaginary; but the kind of corporate discipline which is proposed here 
has nothing to do with living under the same roof. ‘There are many people 
who are thoroughly unconvinced of the value of such “‘common roof”’ 
community, or who are temperamentally unsuited to it, who yet are very 
much concerned to live in just relations with their neighbours in an unjust 
world. For their peace of mind it may be worth mentioning that experience 
shows no ground for believing that groups constituted as suggested here 
should not survive indefinitely, even if they include people who couldn’t 
live together for a week. The only necessary prerequisite is some general 
agreement about the kind of society people want to see, so that in the 


disposal of the surplus it will not be necessary to discuss the conflicting 
claims of the PPU and the Primrose League. 
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such that it is socially valuable to pay out of surplus for special 
training and so on. 

First of all the group has to decide upon a scale of 
Personal Allowances; it can either adopt the figures given in 
Chapter II or improve on them if it has better statistical 
information. That once decided, each member agrees to pay 
into the common pool all surplus income over and above his 
Personal Allowance. Below this figure he can be as extrava- 
gant or mean as he pleases. If he chooses to go without food 
to indulge a passion for ballet or to buy books, that is entirely 
his affair. ‘The community at large (represented by the group) 
is not, in strict justice, concerned what he does with his own 
share: it is only concerned that he shall not spend on luxuries 
—or even “‘necessities’—a surplus income which is simply not 
his by right. 

People used to a comparatively high standard of living will 
find it difficult at first to extricate themselves from their usual 
habits. ‘They may find it helpful to compare with other members 
of the group the way in which they are spending their Personal 
Allowance. In this case (though this is purely voluntary and 
no necessary part of group discipline) each member should 
keep a record of his personal expenditure in such a form that 
the records can be easily compared. The list should include 
such items as housekeeping, rent, clothes and laundry, doctor 
and dentist, holidays, postage and stationery, pocket-money. 

The first claim upon any group surplus is the necessity of 
bringing up to the national average the incomes of members 
of the group who fall below it. This amount ought to be paid 
over even if the person concerned protests that “‘he doesn’t 
need it”, since the group represents a community running its 
economic life on a just basis. Of course, if the member chooses 
to return some of his Personal Allowance to the pool, that is his 
affair, and the payment to him from the pool becomes merely 
a book-entry: but even as a book-entry it is valuable as 
confirming the principle on which the whole thing is based, 
namely that the group is concerned to live in just relations 
with the whole community before it turns itself into a private 
income-sharing brotherhood. The idea that cee join 
groups of this sort “for what they can get out of it” 1s pure 
myth. If such a person tries to join he can be oe se ti by the 
common decision of the group, but normally as great a moral 
decision is involved in taking money out of the pool as in paying 
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money in. Greed makes the latter difficult, pride the former. 

It is almost certain that some members of the group will 
have personal commitments which were undertaken before 
group obligations were accepted, and which it may be morally 
impossible for them to give up. An individual or an organis- 
ation may be dependent upon one or other member of the 
group for financial support. To bring such help to a sudden 
end might cause inexcusable hardship—possibly to people 
who donotshare the views of the group—and so such obligations 
may form a justifiable claim over and above the national average. 

Fair arrangements must be made to cover those expenses 
which a higher-paid individual has, perforce, to meet and 
which he would not incur if his actual salary was at the 
national average level. The special case ofincome-tax has already 
been considered. In the same way panel medical services may 
not be available, charges for hospital treatment may be 
assessed at a higher level by the authorities. In some liberally- 
paid jobs there are expenses which are really expenses of the 
job but which have to be paid for out of salary. All these can 
be met by a suitable schedule of claims, which may require 
some little ingenuity but should involve no fundamental 
difficulty once the principle of working is clear. To take an 
example, a member of a group with a higher-than-average 
income may not claim better service than normal folk (e.g. a 
private ward in a hospital), but if he is charged more for normal 
service (in a public ward) because of his higher salary, that 
extra charge is a legitimate claim. 

When these first charges have been met, the group has to 
consider how its remaining surplus (if any) is to be used for 
constructive ends. Since the group is likely to consist of socially 
conscious people, some of them are certain to be committed 
to causes and activities which have hitherto absorbed surplus 
income. Such people may be involved in lecturing or organisa- 
tional work involving expense for travel or books which would 
be impossible on the national average. There is no reason why 
such activities should be curtailed, provided they can be 
justified to the group as a thoroughly constructive way of 
returning surplus income to the community. So far from such 
things being curtailed by the practice of national average 
spending, as many people seem to fear, a group can often see 
that the right people have more resources for study or travel 
than they were previously able to command. 


14 


—_~ or = 


ne eee 


It is a useful test of the reality of the group that the lower- 
paid members shall feel just as ready to call on such resources 
as those who are higher paid. 

Finally, there are subscriptions to societies and ‘“‘good 
causes’. Some subscriptions are made corporately by the 
group; we refer to this matter later. Each individual will spend 
part of his Personal Allowance on _ subscriptions—church 
collections, flag-days, etc.—as any normal person will do. But 
in addition, some group members are likely to have subscrip- 
tions which they could not maintain if their incomes were at 
the national average level. In theory, it might seem simpler 
to transfer these subscriptions to the group and make them 
the subject of a group donation; in practice, it is probably 
best to allow each member to keep a list of individual sub- 
scriptions, if only for the greater personal contact involved. 
These subscriptions are, however, payments from the pool 
and should be made the subject of group scrutiny. 

Circumstances vary endlessly, but the essential point is that 
all such claims for income over and above the Personal Allow- 
ance should be submitted to group check. What happens in 
practice is that those who already have a surplus submit 
their claims to the group for criticism in advance and later, 
when both claims and Personal Allowance have been met 
from income, pay what is left into the pool. Those who earn 
less than their Personal Allowance and who therefore have 
no surplus make similar claims which are met from the pool. 

The group can only comprehend and criticise a person’s 
claims if they are explained clearly. Each member should 
therefore submit a carefully considered statement. It need not 
show the actual amount of the claim, but should aim rather 
at explaining the method by which it is intended to calculate 
the claim. (See Form A.) For example, the group will want 
to know whether his claims are for the whole of an item or 


merely a percentage of the cost. 


In order that the group may have some idea what responsi- 
bility it can take on, it is necessary to have from each member 
periodically (it has been found convenient to work on half- 
yearly periods) an estimate of the surplus which is likely to be 
paid into the pool. This can be approximate only, smce most 
of the claims, for example, for postage or for travel, cannot be 
exactly calculated in advance. For convenience in making 
such an estimate Form B has been devised. 
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When incomes have been brought up to the national 
average and legitimate claims have been met, the uses to 
which the balance in the pool is put will depend upon the 
nature of the group and the particular common concerns 
which unite it. A few general examples may be useful: 


Donations can be made to socially constructive organis- 
ations, or individuals (unemployed people, refugees, 
dependants of soldiers or C.O.s) can be helped directly. 

A group can publish its own literature, or subsidise 
publications that ought to be started or kept alive. 

Journals and periodicals can be subscribed to and circu- 
lated among members. Books of particular use in the group’s 
work can be collectively owned. 


Care should be taken to see that the pool does not become 
an end in itself. It is utterly inconsistent with the whole 
principle of the thing if jobs are taken with an eye to the 
income they will bring to the pool. 

As to what is to happen if the group income falls so that the 
national average level cannot be maintained: that is a matter 
for each group to decide. Some will choose to share such lack 
together, bringing all incomes within the group to a lower but 
an equal level. But that is to accept an obligation more 
rigorous than we are describing now, and every group would 
have to make its own decision. 

In at least one such case one group “‘came to the rescue”’ of 
another, but if too much of such cross-linking of groups is 
attempted organisation may become unwieldy, and there is 
good ground for believing that the scheme will be very 
difficult to work if groups are not kept small enough for the 
members to know one another pretty well. 

On the details of group organisation it is probably un- 
necessary, even if there were space, to say very much. The 
group will necessarily meet from time to time to consider its 
general position. Once in six months has been found workable, 
and it is probably wise as a normal thing for the group to 
accept no commitment for a longer period than this. Members’ 
circumstances may change radically: and they may withdraw 
into other groups, as they ought to have the right to do after 
due notice. At the meetings members will submit their 
Statement of Claims (Form A) and their Estimate (Form B). 
Better still, if these can be circulated in advance of the meeting. 
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SPECIMEN FORM A 


local activities 


Special 
activities 


Clothes 


Medical 
Personal 


Insurance 


Committees, 
conferences, etc. 


Need to keep “‘middle- 
class’’ standard on dirty 
job 


Panel not available 


‘Towards support of 
parents 


Ineligible N.H.1I. 
No superannuation 


CLAIMS PROPOSED Name 
I ice intl tehidisa tn vi'aphitanincieccnsarrnenalinn 
Item Basis and Nature Method of Calculation 
of Claim 
Food Cost of extra entertain- 8/- per month 
ing owing to church and 
other interests 
Phone Activities Whole cost 
Stationery Activities Amt. in excess of 4/- per 
month 
(probable working-class 
average)? 
Postage Activities Amt. in excess of 2/- per 
month 
(probable working-class 
average)? 
Books Study, work and : Amt. in excess of 1/- per 
activities (not including month 
fiction books) (probable working-class 
average)? 
‘Travel on Buses, meals out Half cost 


Out-of-pocket expenses 


10/- per month 


Half cost 
£2 per month 


Half cost 
Insurances on basis neces- 
sary to avoid dependency 


17 


Each member should also submit a Return of his expenditure 
over the preceding period. This should be compared with the 


estimate previously submitted, but it may also be found to 


vary from what his expenditure theoretically ought to have 
been, owing to lapses in personal account-keeping or lapses 
into extravagances. It is good to have a check on all such 
slackness. If preferred, Returns can be made month by month 
and totalled at the end of the period. Form C looks detestably 
complicated, but try working it out without a form, and you 
may be glad of Form C as at least a guide. 

One member of the group must act as treasurer, collecting 
and collating the information submitted by members and 
administering group funds. Scrupulous account-keeping both 
by individual members of the group and by the group as a 
whole is vitally important. It simplifies life in the end, besides 
being valuable social discipline. 


APPENDICES TO CHAPTER III 


(1) The Question of *“Property’’. 


Here again we come to something which is closely related 
to social responsibility, yet which lies somewhat outside the 
purpose of this particular booklet, which is strictly concerned 
to outline a way of voluntarily limiting spending-power to a 
just level. 

It is impossible to generalise about property, which varies 
endlessly in character from a toothbrush or a cow in a back- 
yard to such ownership of community resources as gives power 
to exploit. The usual problem which arise in groups such as 
we are dealing with concerns investments or house property or 
insurances. If such property becomes a group responsibility 
(i.e. if the group members become in effect trustees) that 
involves a long-term commitment such as some groups will 
not want to shoulder. Yet it seems consistent with the general 
character of national average groups that property owned by 
members, while it remains the member’s personal responsi- 
bility, should be “‘declared”’ since it ultimately belongs to the 
community as a whole. (Income from property, of course, is 
treated like any other kind of income: see Form C.) Some 
groups may agree that such property should be held at the 
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SPECIMEN FORM B ERENT ORE EIEN Een 
ESTIMATE Ween 6 oa 


Probable Amt. Notes of Possible 
Item Changes or 
os) Gong. Doubtful Points 


Salary 


Estimated value of income in 
kind (free lodging, partial 
board, etc.) 


Any other income 


Less Income-tax 


TOTAL INCOME 


Personal Allowance 


Estimated Claims 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE 


Estimated payments 
To Poo. 


FROM Poo. 
i 


* Notes on variations, if any, in Savings, Investments, Property, Life 
Insurances, etc., as set out in most recent Group Balance Sheet. 


* For note on “‘Property”’ see Appendix to this chapter. 
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disposal of the group, but this again groups must settle for 
themselves. 


(2) The Question of *‘Expenses’’. 


Objection is sometimes taken to the whole procedure as it 
has been described so far, on the grounds that however care- 
fully ‘“‘claims’’ may be scrutinised, every item of surplus 
income which goes to provide facilities other than physical 
necessities—e.g. typewriters, telephones, extra postage and 
so on—leaves someone somewhere below the national average, 
and is therefore a measure of injustice. On this view the only 
just use of the surplus is that it be handed directly to those 
whose income falls below the average. A group could then 
provide special facilities for one of its members only by sub- 
scription out of the personal allowances of the members of the 
group. 

A purist might carry this objection even further. He might 
point out that to go looking for lower-than-average-income 
people and to hand surplus direct to them is not only a chancy 
business in itself, since there is no guarantee that such a pro- 
cedure would reach the most urgent cases of physical need, 
but also that this way of doing things represents an infinitesimal 
contribution to the general problem of under-privilege. ‘The 
only fully logical thing to do is either to hand surplus income 
back to the government—which with all its faults presumably 
represents the whole community—or to turn surplus income 
into notes and burn them, thereby lowering prices and bringing 
the means of life more within the reach of all! 

Individuals and groups may accept the logic of this if they 
choose. If on the other hand it appears to smack of formalism 
and unreality, then there may be a case for something like the 
procedure this booklet suggests. It assumes that the best and most 
constructive way to “return surplus income to the community”’ 
may not be to seek out individuals whose incomes are below 
the average, but to use group surplus—after raising all incomes 
within the group to the average—in such activities as tend on 
the whole to the building of a more just society, and therefore 


in the long run to the more equitable distribution of the means 
of life. 
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Chapter IV 
EPILOGUE 


Where does it get you? 


The voluntary discipline which I have described is not 
necessarily the expression of any particular religion or philo- 
sophy or social theory, and still less is it (as the bulletin of an 
income-community group in Stevenage has wisely pointed out) 
an attempt “‘to improve the look of our own spiritual physiog- 
nomies’’. Individuals and groups will practise it, not primarily 
to aid their own spiritual growth or to deepen and enrich 
their own fellowship, but as the expression of solidarity and 
just relations with the society in which they live. Negatively it 
is the avoidance of social theft: positively it is the very minimum 
of social decency, the plain requirement of good citizenship. 

Those who practise it find that it does in fact open to them 
new fields of social experience and that it does get rid of the 
spiritual bondage and the spirit of pride and patronage which 
are often the unrecognised accompaniments of privilege. ‘To 
relate expenditure rigorously to the national average standard 
often means for people of middle-class background that for the 
first time they accept in a measure at least the limitations 
under which the vast number of their fellows have constantly to 
live. That makes it possible to think with and for the workers 
without that sense of unreality which afflicts so many privileged 
people of goodwill. 

These benefits are real enough, but they are incidental: if 
they ever became the primary object of undertaking the 
discipline then the national average would tend to produce 
its own pride and its own prigs. We choose the objective 
standard of the national average because justice is an objective 
demand and must be disinterestedly served. 

As a measure of plain, rough, minimum justice, renunciation 
of economic privilege is an obligation upon every man, 
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: whatever his social theory, who has a sincere concern for 
: social equity. Even if radically altered conditions put out of 
date all current social theories, it will still be a moral truism 
| that until all men have their share no man should have more 
: than his share. The failure to acknowledge this and to act upon 
it is the surest way to destroy any reforming or revolutionary 
movement. 

It is because those who talk about justice are very often 
unwilling to act justly, and because leaders and members of 
progressive groups clearly mean to go on feathering their own 
nests—or at least do not mean to unfeather them—that 
revolutionary morale is flat and the movement for freedom 
and economic justice lacks cohesion and discipline. 

To say, therefore, that national average spending is not a 
| complete answer to the social problem is beside the point. 
There is no complete answer to the social problem. Admittedly 
even if everybody lived on the national average it would not 
bring in a perfect society: if only a minority practise it the 
effect on historical development may be negligible—or it may 
not. But this is certain, that no worth-while society can be 
built out of men who do not know what it means to “‘do 
good, for good is good to do’. And if as seems likely the 
economic problem is solved for us with ruthlessness and 
force because we would not choose to solve it freely, and if 
then the problem of society becomes the problem of power 
| and the custody of power, the present moment is not too 
, soon to find and train the only kind of leaders who can be 


trusted with power—men who have outgrown the greed of 
gain. 
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To Those Who Are 
Registering 


The National Service (Armed Forces) Act provides that men 
who have a conscientious objection to undertaking military service, 
or who feel prepared only to undertake non-combatant duties, have 
a right to register as conscientious objectors and to be examined 
before a tribunal for the purpose of testing their claims. 


If this is your position you should furnish the particulars 
required, but you must take care to apply on the proper form to 
be placed provisionally on the Register of Conscientious Objectors. 
You must also obtain when you register a form of application to 
the local tribunal on which you can make a statement to support 
your application. In any consideration you may give to this ques- 
tion, remember that the mark of the conscientious objector must be 
readiness, if his claim is not recognised, to suffer for his convictions. 


The application to the tribunal must be returned by the date 
marked on the form. 


If you wish to consider the question further, you have the 
right to ask to be registered as a conscientious objector up to 
within two days of the date of your medical examination. 


In order to help C.O.’s, local advisory bureaux have been 
established in nearly every town. 


THE PERSON WHO HANDS-YOU THIS will be able to 
give you the address of your local Bureau, which will be very glad 
to give you any help or advice in their power. Or you can write 


to the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 6, Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. 
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Published by the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
6, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, from whom can also be obtained: 
“A Commentary on the National Service (Armed Forces) Act,” 
with information about Tribunals, etc., 14d. per copy, post free. 


Buck Bros. & Harding, Ltd. (T.U.), 
Guardian House, Forest Road, E.17. 
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The National Service (Armed Forces) Act provides that men 
who have a conscientious objection to undertaking military service, 
or who feel prepared only to undertake non-combatant duties, have 
a right to register as conscientious objectors and to be examined 
before a tribunal for the purpose of testing their claims. 


If this is your position you should furnish the particulars 
required, but you must take care to apply on the proper form to 
be placed provisionally on the Register of Conscientious Objectors. . 
You must also obtain when you register a form of application 
(N.S.14) to the local tribunal on which you can make a statement 
to support your application. In any consideration you may give to 
this question, remember that the mark of the conscientious objector 
must be readiness, if his claim is not recognised, to suffer for his 
convictions. 


The application to the tribunal must be returned by the date 
marked on the form (N.S.14). 


If you fail to apply to be registered provisionally on the 
Register of Conscientious Objectors, but subsequently desire to do 
so, the Act gives you the right to ask to be registered as a con- 
scientious objector within two days after the date of medical 
examination. 


In order to help C.O.’s, local advisory bureaux have been 
established in nearly every town. 


THE PERSON WHO HANDS YOU THIS will be able to 
give you the address of your local Bureau, which will be very glad 
to give you any help or advice in their power. Or you can write 
to the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 6, Endsleigh 
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To Men 19 to 41 
who are liable for Military Service . 


It is possible that this household contains a young man who 
will shortly have to register in accordance with the National Service 
(Armed Forces) Act, 1939. The object of this short note is simple— 
an encouragement for him to think over with all possible care what this 
action will mean to himself and others, and then to decide on which 
register to place his name; the Military Service Register or the 
Provisional Register of Conscientious Objectors., 

If he decides on the former, he will be handing himself over 
body and soul, to the military authorities. From then onwards he is 
a pawn in the gruesome game of military tactics. And for what? Do 
you know what the outcome of this grim struggle will be? Mr. 
Ghamberlain does not, and says so! In short, millions of young men 
are to slaughter and mutilate one another for some mythical objective. 
Is that what their parents have nurtured them for, often stinting them- 
selves to ensure a good education and decent upbringing for their sons ? 
to be wasted perhaps in a few minutes by a piece of lead. It is not a 
matter of physical courage —that is not lacking— it is the tragic waste 
and futility which demands calling a halt before it is too late. 

The alternative is to claim exemption, as provided by the Act, 
and take your stand with the many thousands of young men who know 
that to take part in war goes against everything that is decent and 
worth preserving. It is not an easy step to take, but the more there 
are pulling against the tide of destruction, the more the chance of the 
voice of sanity being heard. 

It is our belief that if there is to be any lasting settlement of the 
disputes which resulted in the present conflict, the effort must be 
made now. If this war is allowed to continue, the result will be 
chaos, semi-starvation and yet more problems awaiting solution, which 
will probably be far worse than Hitlerism. 

If you have a conscientious objection to assisting in this futile 
waste of life and wealth—make sure that yotir name is placed on the 
Conscientious Objectors’ Register. 

If there is any further information you require, or any point on 
which you are not quite clear, please do not fail to communicate 
with me at :— 


BM/XPFS, London, W.C. 1 
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WAR LIBRARY, 
You conscientiously 


Object — 


TRASH? You conscientiously object to peace ! !— 
“ Who, knowing what war is, could conscientiously object 
to peace’?”’ Yet, you would be the last person to 
conscientiously object to war. You know how you 
despise the “ Conchie” or “C.O.” as he is better known 
in these days of perpetual initials. “ All pacifists are 
mad,’ you say. But you area perfectly sensible Human 
Being 1f you would admit it. You conscientiously 
approve of war? No, I am afraid you will have to 
admit that you have just not given the matter sufficient 
thought! Whyshould you? You should do so, because 
the vast majority of mankind think that war 1s a good 
thing, and you know pertectly well that they think this 
purely because they have given this matter insufficient 
thought. Stir yourself and become a soldier of Peace. 


People differ as to which is preferable: War in all its 
stark modern reality, or Peace at any price, even if it 
brought us under Foreign Rule. 

You will find that You and I conscientiously object 
to both these things. And so, “ What’s to do?” 

Missionaries of Peace must gird themselves with 
Truth and Love, and preach Peace not only in their own 
Countries but abroad. ‘The Torch of Peace must go to 
All Countries, belligerent and non-belligereut, “friendly” 
and “ unfriendly.”’ 

Christ tells us that “ All men are Brothers” and that 
‘“God hath made of one blood all nations under heaven’’ 
(Acts XVII, 26), and He says: ‘* Blessed are the Peace- 
makers for they are sons of God.” 

Above all, remember that if we are not to come under 
Nazi Rule, the followers of Peace abroad must be no 
fewer than the followers of Peace in England. 


Send stamped addressed envelope to: 


Dept. P1, BM/XPFS, London, W.C. 1 


Pugh, 22 Colehill Lane, Fulham, $.W. 6 
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for War duration, and afterwards. “Fr raat 


This leaflet is primarily intended for those of you who have 
already seen my Itaflet : “To SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AIRMEN 
and PACIFISTS,” and is being issued FREE, though corre- 
spondents are requested to send stamp for postage, where possible. 


If you turn to the gospel according to ST. MATTHEW, 
Chapter VI, verses 5-8, you will find :— 


“(5) And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the syna- 
gogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be 
seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 


(6) But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward 
thee openly. 


(7) But when ye pray; use not vain repetitions as the 
heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. 


(8) Be ye therefore not like unto them: for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.” 
Nowadays I very seldom go to Church. This is so because 

I find it so diffeult to concentrate when | am amongst a great 
number of other people, and would therefore risk becoming as the 
hypocrites referred to above. Do not think for one moment that 
I disapprove of Church-going. I do not. But I do feel it is no 
use going unless one finds one can take it ALL seriously. If you 
go to Church, do not come out before the sermon, as so many 
people used to do in a village in which I once lived. If you do 
however stay for the sermon, it is of no use whatever unless you 
LISTEN to what the minister is saying. You may say that it is 
the minister’s fault if he cannot retain your attention. Very 


likely! But if you feel that the minister’s sermon is little good, 


why gor 


This last point is of course especially applicable to Pacifists 
for whom it is obviously no use going to listen to a minister who 
both disagrees with them and disapproves of them. 


To all those who for some reason or another feel that they 
receive little benefit from attending Church, this leaflet is 
addressed. I refer you to MATTHEW VI, 6 (above), on which 
I have founded my own religion. Every Sunday morning now, I 
go into my private study and fasten the door and earnestly “pray 
to Our Father which is in secret” that he may “prepare our ways.” 
Why not try this too, if like myself, you find it so difficult to 
concentrate except when you are alone? Pray during week-days 
too, if you can get sufficient quiet time to yourself. 


I shall be happy to hear from any of you who may care to 
write. Please send stamp if reply is required. 


Write to PETER GRANT, C.2. 
BM/XPFS, London, W.C.1. 
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FOREWORD 


URING the last war, when more than a thousand con- 
fD scientious objectors were serving second, third and fourth 
sentences in prison for what was essentially the one 
offence of refusal to obey military orders, the late Mrs. Henry 
Hobhouse wrote “I Appeal Unto Caesar.” 


It moved the consciences of many, in high places and 
low, and, though these thousand men remained in prison, the 
memory of what they underwent, and of Mrs. Hobhouse’s 
appeal against it, were among the influences which led 
Parliament, when military conscription was introduced in 1939, 
to express its desire that “cat and mouse” should not be 
renewed. 


More by the implications of conscription itself than by 
design, “‘“cat and mouse” treatment has recurred, and there 
dre prospects of its extension to the new spheres in which 
conscription is being imposed. Already men are _ being 
sentenced three, four and five times. I am sure that this 1s 
not the will of Parliament or people, and I hope that this 
pamphlet nill do in 1942 what Mrs. Hobhouse’s “I Appeal! 
Unto Caesar” did in 1917. I hope it will do more: bring 
this practice, so abhorrent to all sense of justice, to an end. 


I appreciate that it is much to ask a nation mobilised 
far total war that it should recognise the convictions of those 
who cannot become part of its war organisation. Neverthe- 
less, I believe that thousands who do not share the principles 
of conscientious objectors will feel that a wrong is being done 
not only to the men imprisoned, but to the spiritual life of 
the nation itself. 


The future which we seek is not one only of peace but 
of liberty, and it is less likely to be realised if we persecute 
now men who strive, according to their light, to witness for 
these ideals. 


I appeal to all who love liberty to give some attention, 
even amidst the overwhelming issues of this fateful time, to 
the significance of those who go repeatedly to prison “ for 


conscience sake.’ 
ls WA ALA. kro CHryyrn 


Chairman, 


Central Board for Conscientious Objectors. 
October, 1942. 
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1 WHAT IS “CAT AND MOUSE”? 
ins: are few things more disagreeable than watch- 


ing a cat that has just caught a mouse. With a look 

of pleasure to come it keeps captive in its paws 
the mouse which a few minutes before had been free and 
active. To indulge its appetite the cat will carefully release 
its victim, which endeavours to regain its freedom. But 
just at the moment when release seems certain the cat will 
pounce upon its victim and remove all chance of escape. 
Again and again this happens until the cat tires of its sport 
and proceeds to assuage its hunger. 


Clearly the epithet “cat and mouse” itreatment must 
signify something unpleasant. Its application first to 
women suffragists agitating for the right to vote and then to 
conscientious objectors arises in this way. 


If you steal a loaf of bread because you are hungry, you 
are likely to be prosecuted and sentenced. When you have 
paid your fine or served your term of imprisonment, you 
have “purged ‘your offénce” and cannot be prosecuted 
again for stealing the same loaf. 


Some laws, however, instead of saying that you must 
not do things, require you to do certain acts or render 
certain services over a period of time. For instance, a 
borough council must not allow the streets of the borough 
to go unclean. If some of its streets are unclean, it has 
committed an offence for which it can be punished. If on 
a later occasion some of its streeis are again unclean, the 
council can be punished again, even though -it has already 
been punished for a similar offence. For its real duty is 
the general one of seeing that the streets of the borough 
are kept clean; that is to say, its liability is a continuing 
one. 

In the same way, soldiers in the Army are liable to 
military service and must obey the lawful orders of their 
superiors. If they refuse (say) to put on uniform, they can 
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be tried and punished. After being punished they are still 
liable to military service and can be prosecuted again if 
they still refuse to put on uniform or refuse to obey orders 
given to them: for they, too, are under a continuing liability, 
a liability to perform military service in generak 

The particular offences with which we suppose the 
borough council and the soldier to be charged are distinct 
and separate breaches of duty, but may in many cases 
amount to more than isolated examples of petty offences: 
they may show a course of conduct. In such cases the 
essential offence may not be the council’s failure to remove 
specific manure from particular streets or the soldier’s 
refusal to put on uniform, but a general failure to make 
proper sanitary arrangements in the borough or failure to 
perform military service in general. And either of these 
courses of action might be adopted'as a definite policy. The 
council may wish to enter a non-violent protest against the 
meagreness of Exchequer grants; the soldier may hold that 
military service is wrong and that he cannot take part in 
it without violating his conscience. 


In the case of such a deliberate course of action it is 
surely muddle-headed to try to compel a body or person 
by bringing forward a series of prosecutions one after 
the other for failure to perform particular acts forming 
part of the general duties which he objects to perform. 
British traditions of straightforwardness and honest dealing 
demand that if action is ito be taken in such circumstances 
it shall be taken once and for all, so that the matter may 
be brought to a head and closed after the appropriate 
punishment has been undergone. 


In the present state of society, it is to be expected that 
the conscientious objector should suffer for convictions 
which are shared by only a small minority of his fellow- 
citizens. Yet it is reasonable also to expect that he will 
not be worn down by a series of prosecutions which can 
so easily develop into persecution. Man is not merely an 
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animal like the cat or the mouse; however ill-favoured. 
and. unfortunate he may be, he is a person just aS much as 
the highest official of state or the most strident dictator. 


“Cat and mouse” treatment is the way not of man but 
of the animal. However good the end, it cannot be justified, 
for not only is it inhuman but when applied in the past it 
has largely failed to achieve its purpose. How it failed in 
the last war will appear in the next Section. 


2. IN THE LAST WAR 


F a man’s claim to be a conscientious objector in the last 
| war had been rejected by the Tribunals of those days. 
or if he could not accept the degree of exemption he 
had received, he was sent a calling-up notice and, in many 
cases virtually unemployable, began the arduous wait for 
a police officer to arrest him at his home. After he had 
been arrested, much the same procedure applied as in this 
war. He was taken before the local Justices, handed over 
to a military escort and taken to barracks. At the barracks, 
as an earnest of his determination not to accept military 
service, he refused to wear uniform or to salute the off.cers 
and accordingly was placed under arrest and confined to 
the guardroom. 


Owing to the failure of the Tribunals to recognise 
conscience, at least 6,312 men were arrested and resisted 
military service in this way. Of these, at least 5,970 were 
remanded for court-martial and in due course sentenced. 
After May, 1916, under Army Order X, all persons who 
claimed to be conscientious objectors, whether or not they 
were accepted as such by the Tribunals. were required to 
be sent to civil prisons, so that at least the harsh treatment 
to which conscientious objectors were subject in the hands 
of the Army was taken away. 


A usual sentence of imprisonment was a term of twa 
years, with or without hard labour. After an Army letter 
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on the subject had. been issued in September, 1916, many 
of these sentences were reduced to 112 days, which, after 
allowing for remission, worked out at about three months. 
It was clearly expected that after their sometimes bitter 
experiences in the Army, and the strain of being sentenced 
to a long term of imprisonment, combined with the actual 
taste of prison, the resisting C.O.’s would give in and 
accept service. When it was found that, in spite of every- 
thing, such C.QO.’s seldom accepted military service, the 
practice of reducing sentences was dropped. Then, as 
John W. Graham said in his book “Conscription and 
Conscience ” :— 


“Two years was given in all cases, with the same 
sentence to follow till death, or the imminence of death, 
or a general amnesty, occurred.” 

It was this certainty that, when a C.O. was released 
from prison, there would be waiting for him at the prison 
gate a military escort to take him back to his unit, where 
he would again be required to perform military service, 
which, with the dull feeling of despair that accompanied it, 
epitomised the whole system of “cat and mouse” in the 
last war. For when a C.O. had arrived back at his regiment 
the whole performance with all its trimmings commenced 
again: another court-martial, another term of imprison- 
ment, the pang of the locked prison door, the same slow 
progress from prison stage to prison stage, the knowledge 
that under a series of terms in prison the first and most 
difficult stages would come far more frequently than if one 
comprehensive term of imprisonment had-been given. No 
creat effort was made to earn the one-sixth remission then 
possible, as every C.O. knew that within a short time of his 
discharge from prison he would be admitted once more. 

How this system of repeated punishments for what 
was virtually the single offence of refusing military service 
operated can best be seen from the experiences of Mr. A. 
Creech Jones as told to the House of Commons on May 18th, 
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1939, when the Military Training Bill of that year was being 
considered in Committee. Mr. Creech Jones had been one 
of those men whom the Local Tribunal declared to be an 
objector entitled to absolute exemption, but that exemption 
was denied him because it had been argued that other 
conscientious objectors did not receive absolute exemption 
and had been registered for the Army. The decision that 
he should go into the Army was upheld by the Appeal 


Tribunal, irrespective of his record or the work on which 
he was then engaged. 


“TI went before a court-martial,” said Mr. Creech 
Jones to the House, “and, being an absolute objector, I 
was sentenced to a period of six months’ imprisonment 
with hard labour. I served my period of six months’ 
hard labour and was then taken back to my regiment, 
given a military order, court-martialled afresh and sen- 
tenced to one year’s hard labour. That sentence I also 
served. I was again taken back to my regiment, given 
another military order, refused to obey, was court- 
martialled again and had to go for two years’ hard labour. 
I served the two years’ hard labour and went back to 
my regiment four months after the war was over. I still 
refused to obey military orders and was sentenced to 
another period of two years’ hard labour. In point of 
fact I actually served periods amounting to about three 
years and six months. All the time the ‘cat and mouse’ 
rule operated as far as I was concerned. It was recog- 
nised all through this course that I was a perfectly 
genuine person. Nevertheless, I had been caught up in 
the military machine and the ‘cat and mouse’ arrange- 
ment began to operate.” 


Nor was the case of this respected citizen unusual. In 
all, at least 655. men were court-martialled twice, 521 three 
times, 50 as many as five times, and ‘three six times. Even 
so, it was not until some time after the end of the war that 
this treatment, so parallel with that of the mouse by the 
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cat, was recognised for the national scandal it was. But 
when it was recognised, the full inhumanity of the whole 
business was understood, and a widespread sense of sorrow 
and often shame made itself felt, frequently in those who 
had little sympathy for the cause’ of the conscientious 
objector as such. 

It was left to Mr. Neville Chamberlain, when Prime 
Minister, over twenty years later, to sum up the net result 
of all this suffering so far as the Government was con- 
cerned. Speaking of the “absolutists” of the last war in 
the House of Commons on May 4th, 1939, he said :— 

“It often happens that those who hold the most 
extreme opinions hold them with the greatest tenacity. 
We learned something about this in the Great War, and 
I think we found that it was both a useless and an exas- 
perating waste of time and effort to force such people to 
act in a manner which was contrary to their principles.” 


3. CONSCRIPTION RE-INTRODUCED 


HE trend of world events in the troubled peace of 
| early 1939 caused the Government of Britain to 
decide upon the introduction of a year’s compul- 
sory military training for young men of twenty and 
twenty-one. It was recognised that any conscription of 
this kind must provide for the claims of conscientious 
objectors, for, as the present Lord Lang of Lambeth (then 
Archbishop of Canterbury) stated in the House of Lords, 
there was little doubt that the number of young men who 
had conscientious objections and who would endeavour to 
sustain them would be far greater than in the case of the 
last war. There was apparent a desire, fairly widely dis- 
tributed on both sides of the House, to respect the claims 
of conscience. 
This desire was brought to bear, in particular, against 
any possible repetition of the “cat and mouse” treatment 
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of conscientious objectors which had so marred Britain’s 
record in the struggle of 1914-18. At first the Military 
Training Bill contained no provision for any review of a 
man’s claim to conscience after the Local and Appellate 
Tribunal had come to a decision upon his case. If he had 
then been refused exemption or had been awarded non- 
combatant duties which he felt conscientiously unable to 
perform, he became liable to be tried and punished for 
his refusal to serve. And there was no end to the possi- 
bilities of such punishment, for there was no way in which 
he could later be recognised as genuine and raised to a 
higher category of exemption. “Cat and mouse” treat- 
ment in its most flagrant form became a distinct possibility. 


A clause was therefore drawn up to safeguard the posi- 
tion of conscientious objectors in the Army who had been 
court-martialled for an offence claimed to have been com- 
mitted on conscientious grounds. During the Committee 
stage of the Bill, this clause was moved by Mr. Fred 
Messer on May 18th, 1939. 


“TI do not think,” said Mr. Messer, “ that the Tribunal 
will work in such a way that we shall have thousands of 
conscientious objectors denied the right to register, and 
compelled to join the Army; but there are bound to be 
some. An applicant may state his case badly; he may be 
badly represented if he is represented by a professional 
representative. ... We are supposed to be able to express 
ourselves, but we have all had the experience of not 
being able to state our case in the way we want to state 
it, at the time we want to state it, in order to prove our 
point. If that is true of ourselves, how much more is it 
likely to be true of a boy of 20 who is called upon to face 
a Tribunal of this sort... . 


“One can see the possibility of a young man attend- 
ing one of these Tribunals and failing to be registered, 
although he is a genuine conscientious objector... . 
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‘No matter how much we may consider these people 
to be misguided, we have to remember that reason is not 
the most important factor in human life; emotion plays 
a very large part. Suppose they refuse to put on uniform; 
what is to happen? Are they to be forcibly stripped, 
forcibly dressed, forcibly detained; and after their period 
of detention, if they continue to refuse, are they to be 
punished again for a second refusal? 

“There should be some way out of that difficulty. 
Some of us remember the ‘ cat and mouse’ business during 
the last war. There can be no question that there were 
people who suffered in the last war. ...I do not hold 
them up to hero-worship, but there were men who were 
punished repeatedly, and the very repetition of the 
punishment proved conclusively that they had a genuine 
conscientious objection to doing that which they were 
called upon to perform.” 

After the Rev. Reginald Sorensen had seconded the 
motion, the Attorney-General criticised the way in which 
the clause was likely to work in practice, and advised the 
House not to accept it. It was at this stage that Mr. A. 
Creech Jones narrated his personal experience of “ cat and 
mouse” treatment in the last war, and with the help of 
another personal testimony from Mr. George Benson and 
further reminders from Dr. Alfred Salter and others, the 
mind of the House seemed prepared to accept some scheme 
for dealing with such possible injustices of the future. 

Mr. Hore-Belisha, then Secretary of State for War, 
replying for the Government, said:— 

“No one can have listened to the speech of the hon. 
Member for Shipley (Mr. Creech Jones) without feeling 
the utmost sympathy for the experience he underwent, 
and without being inspired by a desire to discover some 
means of avoiding an occurrence of that kind happening — 
again. Certainly we do not desire that it should happen 
again. . . 


“We had no intention of accepting the new clauses, 
for the reasons given by the Attorney-General... . But 
we feel that the case made out is:so important and urgent 
that the House would not delay the passage of the Bill 
if we inserted an amendment in another place, if we 
can discover the proper form of words to meet the type 
of case in mind.” 


On hearing this suggestion, the late Mr. George 
Lansbury pressed the Minister further:— 


“.. The real thing we want to prevent is the ‘ cat 
and mouse’ business. ...I got up to ask the right hon. 
Gentleman that he will... not only consider, but will 
draft something which will prevent a man being re- 
peatedly punished for the same offence in the way the 
hon. Member for Shipley (Mr. Creech Jones) has 
described.” 


After the Minister had replied, Mr. Messer withdrew the 
clause. 


As a result of the Minister’s promise a new clause, pro- 
viding for a review Tribunal for conscientious objectors 
imprisoned after court-martial for refusing military orders 
on grounds of conscience, was moved; in due course this 
became section 14 of the Military Training Act, 1939, and 
was the forerunner of section 13 of the National Service 
(Armed Forces) Act, 1939, which is in operation to-day. 


Speaking to the Bill in the House of Lords on the fol- 
lowing day, Lord Lang (then Archbishop of Canterbury) 
said:— | 

“TIT do not think that any of us can look back with 
satisfaction to the treatment of this difficult subject during 
the last war. ...I had a certain amount of experience 
of what was suffered in the North of England particularly, 
and the treatment of conscientious objectors is not one 
of those memories of the last war to which we can look 
back with very great satisfaction. In many cases these 
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young men were treated with great harshness; at least 
with inconsiderateness. I earnestly hope we shall never 
see any more of what was then popularly called the ‘ cat 
and mouse’ arrangement, and that in every way further 
consideration will be given to these genuine con- 
victions. :.. 


“It would be a great mistake if the Tribunals once 
again were to manufacture martyrs up and down the 
country. Their bias should be to respect, not suspect, the 
genuineness of the convictions of those who come before 
them. 


“'.. 1 feel bound to say that in my view it will be 
the duty of the Church, and of all religious communions 
to whom freedom of conscience is sacred, to be vigilant 
in seeing that wherever good proof can be made of genuine 
conscientious objection, it shall be everywhere respected.” 


4. IN THE ARMY 


we “cat and mouse” treatment of conscientious 

objectors in the Army has not in this war become 
the major problem that was once feared, and this is 
mainly due to two facts, First, the operation of the provision 
for a review Tribunal for C.O.s sentenced by court-martial 
(now under section 13 of the National Service (Armed 
Forces) Act, 1939) has provided for the few hundred C.QO.s in 
the Army court-martialled in this manner a way out of the 
Army consistent with their principles. Secondly, the 
Government’s policy in regard to medical examination has 
varied in this war from that in the last. 


In the last war, under the Military Service Act, 1916, 
men of specified age-groups were deemed to have attested 
for military service,-and could be drafted into the Army 
without first being medically examined. In the present war, 
however, the position has been different. Medical examin- 
ation has been made a pre-requisite of whole-time service 
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in the Forces. More than this, men who have refused to 
submit to medical examination have not been physically 
compelled to do so. The natural result is that if a man 
persistently refuses to submit to medical examination there 
exist no means whereby he can be drafted into the Army. 
The opposition to military service and conscription has 
tended, rather unexpectedly, to come at the earlier stage 
of refusing medical examination rather than at that of 
refusing service while actually in the Army. 

The great mass of conscientious objectors in this war, 
therefore, have not been drafted into the Army at all. Those 
who have been so drafted have been mainly of four kinds: 
first, those who, aiter receiving Tribunal decisions which 
they felt unable to accept, submitted to medical examin- 
ation with the deliberate intention of being court-martialled 
and qualifying for a review Tribunal under section 13 of 
the National Service (Armed Forces) Act; secondly, those 
whose conscientious objection grew stronger after they had 
undergone medical examination; thirdly, soldiers who had 
developed a conscientious objection in the Army and quali- 
fied to appear before the Advisory Tribunal under a War 
Office concession allowing serving soldiers, who became 
conscientious objectors while in the Army, the right to a 
review Tribunal; and lastly, those who, wishing to serve 
in Civil Defence, deliberately submitted to medical examin- 
ation, were turned down for Civil Defence and subsequently 
called up for Army service which they conscientiously ob- 
jected to perform. 

The result is that, of 309 such men known to have 
been court-martialled up to August 31st, 1942, for offences 
committed on grounds of conscience, 186 were court- 
martialled only once. 94 were court-martialled twice, 
27 court-martialled three times, one couri-martialled four 
times, and one court-martialled five times. 

One of the causes of the repeated courts-martial that 
‘have taken place has been the reluctance of the military 
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courts to give sentences‘of at least three months’ imprison- 
ment in a civil prison (as opposed to detention in military 
barracks), which alone qualified a court-martialled C.O. 
to go before the Appellate Tribunal for a review of his 
conscientious objection, and this is still a fertile source of 
“ cat and mouse ” treatment. 

For example, John A. Lindsay, of Arkley, who was 
court-martialled four times, was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment, 56 days’ detention, 12 months’ detention 
(later commuted), and 93 days’ imprisonment. His appli- 
cation to the Appellate Tribunal after the first sentence of 
imprisonment was unsuccessful; the two sentences of 
detention did not qualify him to apply to the Tribunal, and 
an application following his fourth court-martial resulted 
in his discharge from the Army. Much of. John Lindsay’s 
suffering could have been avoided if the second and third 
courts-martial had given the sentences of imprisonment 
appropriate to his case. 

This leads naturally to another question: If John 
Lindsay were genuine after four Tribunal hearings, why 
not before? It is this partial break-down of the Tribunal 
system that has brought about some of the worst cases of 
military “ cat and mouse” in this war. Two examples will 
suffice. Stanley Hilton, of Rochdale, was sentenced by his 
first court-martial to one year’s imprisonment, but his 
Tribunal application was dismissed. His second court- 
martial sentence was two years’ detention, which did not 
qualify him to apply again, though after strong representa- 
tions on his behalf the unexpired balance was remitted in 
February, 1942. Twenty days later Stanley Hilton was 
court-martialled a third time and sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment. While serving this sentence his application 
to the Appellate Tribunal was again dismissed, and at the 
time of writing he is still serving the balance of his heavy 
sentence, though further representations are being made 
for his release from prison and discharge from the Army. 
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In the case of Gerald Henderson, of West Hartlepool, 
the attitude of the Appellate Tribunal is even more im- 
portant. Gerald Henderson has been court-martialled five 
times and sentenced to 28 days’ detention, four months’ im- 
prisonment, six months’ imprisonment, seven months’ 
imprisonment and 15 months’ hard labour. Three times he 
has applied to the Appellate Tribunal for review of his 
conscientious objection to military service, and three times 
his application has been dismissed. His latest sentence has 
enabled him to apply to the Appellate Tribunal for a fourth 
review of his case, but at the time of writing his application 
has not been heard. 

These cases conjure up some of the worst memories of 
“cat and mouse” treatment in the last war, and it is 
earnestly hoped that both Stanley Hilton and Gerald 
Henderson will soon be discharged from the Army so that 
there may be some end to their punishment. 

The fact that there has been in this war comparatively 
little “‘ cat and mouse” treatment of conscientious objectors 
in the Army makes the claims of men such as these all the 
more pressing. 


5. REFUSING MEDICAL EXAMINATION 


ANY conscientious objectors regard medical exam- 
ination for the Forces as the gateway to the Army, 


and accordingly refuse to submit. In the months 
before December 18th, 1941, conscientious objectors who 
refused medical examination were subject in the Police 
Courts to the heavy penalties of 12 months’ imprisonment 
or a fine of £50, or both, with heavier penalties in higher 
courts. The right to a review Tribunal during imprison- 
ment was accorded only to C.O.’s who had been court- 
martialled while actually in the Army, and accordingly 
there was no way in which those suffering imprisonment 
for refusing medical examination could ever have their 
cases reviewed and be registered in a higher category. 
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After they had suffered imprisonment, sometimes for a long 
term, they could be served with further medical notices and 
prosecuted afresh. There appeared no end to the possi- 
bility of imprisonment. 


This anomaly was removed and the position partly 
remedied by section 5 of the National Service (No. 2) Act, 
1941, which became law on December 18th, 1941. Under 
this section, C.O.’s sentenced to imprisonment for three 
months or more for refusing medical examination on 
conscientious grounds were given a right of appeal to the 
Appellate Tribunal similar to that applicable in court- 
martial cases. 


This right eased the position a great deal. Up to June 
30th, 1942, the Appellate Tribunal had heard 672 applica- 
tions under this section. Of these only four were uncon- 
ditionally registered as conscientious objectors, as many as 
394 were registered subject to various conditions of civilian 
work, 16 were registered for non-combatant duties in the 
Army, and the applications of 258 were dismissed. An 
immediate parallel will be seen between the actual 
operation of this procedure, in which the chance of uncon- 
ditional registration is less than one per cent. and the Home 
Office Scheme of the last war, when C.O.’s in prison found 
to be genuine by the Central Tribunal were admitted to 
work of national importance. 


And yet the high percentage of those whose claims 
have not even yet been admitted gives rise to real mis- 
givings. On the first day.on which such applications were 
heard at Glasgow, the Scottish Division of the Appellate 
Tribunal dismissed 14 out of the 15 applications heard. And 
most of the applicants had served the maximum sentence 
of 12 months’ imprisonment which could be imposed in a 
Scottish Sheriff-court. 

At first the Government did not serve new medical 
notices on C.O.’s whose applications to the Appellate 
Tribunal had been turned down or who had decided not to 
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apply. After such C.O.’s had been released from prison, 
they were served with directions, under Regulation 58A 
of the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, to civil work, 
such as work on the land under a County War Agricultural 
Executive Committee at agricultural rates of pay. The 
greater number felt able to comply and comparatively little 
difficulty arose. 

In the middle of 1942, however, the policy of the 
Government changed. Instead of issuing such directions, 
fresh notices for medical examination began to be served. 
After the medical notices came the summonses to appear 
once more in the Police Court. For instance, Percy A. Relf, 
of Bishops Stortford, sentenced to three months’ imprison- 
ment for refusing medical examination at Cambridge on 
January 19th. 1942, applied to the Appellate Tribunal but 
his application was dismissed. On returning home after his 
release from prison, he found a further medical notice 
awaiting him. On July 6th Percy Relf appeared again at 
Cambridge and was sentenced to a further six months’ 
imprisonment. Again he applied to the Appellate Tribunal 
and again his application was dismissed. 


Even more serious were the longer terms of imprison- 
ment involved in the case of Ronald H. Smith, of Wanstead. 
Ronald Smith had already served six months in prison for 
refusing medical examination, when he was prosecuted at 
Stratford (London) Police Court on August 5th, 1942, for 
failing to comply with a further medical notice. His appli- 
cation to the Appellate Tribunal while serving his first 
sentence had been dismissed, and the Chairman of the 
Bench, saying that Ronald Smith appeared determined to 
make himself as much of a nuisance as possible, sentenced 
him to a further 12 months’ imprisonment. On September 


30th his second application to the Appellate Tribunal was 
dismissed. 


These civil cases are examples of “cat and mouse ” 
treatment of conscientious objectors just as much as re- 
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peated courts-martial. Only two days after Ronald Smith 
had been sent to prison, the Ministry of Labour representa- 
tive at Manchester City Police Court announced in the 
case of Stanley Orford that in future it was not intended 
that C.O.’s who had been sentenced to three months or 
more for refusing medical examination should be prose- 
cuted again for the same offence. Instead, they would be 
directed to civil work under the Defence Regulations. The 
Ministry, however, reserved the right to take any action it 
thought desirable, and it was pointed out that this general 
policy might not be the invariable practice. In the circum- 
stances the Stipendiary refused to impose any penalty upon 
Stanley Orford and bound him over. This change of 
policy received the warm approval of the Manchester 
Guardian which, in a leading article on the following day, 
said: “This decision should substantially put an end to 
‘cat and mouse’ treatment.” 


And yet, while the decision will satisfy most of those 
concerned, it does not meet the position of the “ absolutists ” 
of this war. The Government’s reversion to the practice of 
giving industrial directions, instead of serving new medical 
notices, itself leads to further prosecution for those who 
will not comply with such directions. Thus, Leonard 
Trayner, of New Barnet, served six months’ imprisonment 
for refusing medical examination. He did not appeal to 
the Appellate Tribunal, and after his release was given a 
direction to do land work, which he refused, and on August 
12th, 1942, he was sentenced at Barnet Police Court to three 
months’ imprisonment and £25 fine, or a further month in 
prison in lieu of the fine. 


“This use of direction orders,’ wrote Leonard Tray- 
ner, “ must not be confused with ‘cat and mouse’ treat- 
ment. This is ‘mouse and cat’! The Ministry is Just a 
poor, harmless cat that only wants to be left alone to 
enjoy a saucer of milk in quietness, and | am some 
wretched mouse that will interfere ... and so the poor 
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cat is filled with righteous indignation and has no option 
but to pounce on the wicked mouse.” 
The seriousness of an indirect “cat and mouse’”’ policy 
of this kind being operated against “ absolutists” will be 
seen in a later Section. 


6. CONDITIONALLY REGISTERED C.O.’s 


| NDER the National Service Act, 1941, it is an offence 

| punishable in a Police Court by imprisonment 

for up to 12 months or by fine of up to £50 or 

both and by heavier penalties in higher courts for a con- 

ditionally registered conscientious objector to fail to comply 

with the condition on which he has been registered by the 
Tribunals. 

At August 31st, 1942, at least 103 such prosecutions had 
‘taken place. Of the C.O.’s prosecuted, 46 had been sen- 
tenced to six months or more, of whom 16 were serving the 
full maximum of 12 months’ imprisonment. Indeed, two 
had been sentenced to 15 months by Quarter Sessions. 

Section 5 of the National Service (No. 2) Act, 1941, by 
which the right to a review Tribunal was extended to C.O.’s 
refusing medical examination, does not apply to those who 
have been conditionally registered, though at the time 
when the No. 2 Bill was before Parliament Mr. Bevin was 
informed of the possibility of “cat and mouse” treatment 
being applied to this type of conscientious objector. As a 
matter of deliberate policy, these men were excluded from 
the clause, presumably on the ground, fundamental to the 
Government’s whole treatment of the question of con- 
science, that no right of conscientious objection to civil 
work could be recognised. These C.O.’s, though found to 
be genuine, are therefore in some ways in a worse position 
than those registered for non-combatant duties or removed 
from the register altogether. They are conditionally regis- 
tered and so they will remain. 

It has never been quite clear as to how far “cat and 
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mouse” treatment can be operated against conditionally 
registered C.O.’s who refuse to comply with their conditions 
of registration. In other words, if a conscientious objector - 
is given a condition of full-time land work, is sent to prison 
for six months for refusing to comply and goes back to his 
old job as a clerk when he is released. can he be prosecuted 
and sent to prison again for continuing to refuse? Is failure 
to observe a condition a continuing liability so as to give 
rise to an unlimited number of prosecutions for continued 
failure? It seems likely that a conditionally registered 
C.O. can be prosecuted as many times as he fails to observe 
his condition of registration. His duty to observe his 
registration condition appears to be a continuing liability, 
for the breach, of which he can be prosecuted time and 
again. 

Instead of operating a more direct form of “cat and 

mouse” procedure, however, it appears to be the intention 
of the Government not to prosecute a C.O. a second time for 
failure to comply with his condition but to serve him with 
a direction under Regulation 58A requiring him to take up 
specified work within the limits of his condition and, if he 
fails to comply, to prosecute him for non-compliance with 
the direction. How repeated failure to comply with such a 
direction may involve repeated penalties is explained in 
the next Section. 
Whether the Government proceeds in one way or the 
other, it is clear at least that for the conditionally regis- 
tered “absolutist ”’ of this war the possibility of “cat and 
mouse” treatment being operated against him, either 
directly or indirectly, is real and serious. More than that, 
it is virtually unlimited. 


At first sight the remedy would appear to be to provide 
conscientious objectors sentenced for failing to comply with 
their conditions of registration a review Tribunal similar 
to that described in earlier Sections. Yet on further con- 
sideration it does not seem that a right of this kind would. 
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furnish the solution required. The fact that, out of 672 
applicants refusing medical examination heard by the 
Appellate Tribunal up to June 30th, 1942, only four were 
registered unconditionally gives some indication of the 
chance which conditionally registered C.O.’s, already recog- 
nised as having a genuine conscientious objection to all 
forms of military service, would have of being raised to 
the higher category. Whilst more frequent use of the con- 
dition of present occupation would help, a radical change 
in Tribunal policy would be required to provide in a review 
Tribunal a real solution to the problem of the conditionally 
registered C.O. 


7. IN INDUSTRY 


EGULATION 58A of the Defence (General) Regu- 
R lations, which has been previously referred to in 
this pamphlet and which forms the basis of the 
Government’s control of industrial man- and woman-power, 
gives the Ministry of Labour and National Service power 
to direct anyone in the United Kingdom to perform any 
specified services of which he or she is considered capable. 
As a concession men and women who profess a con- 
scientious objection to war are not directed to take part 
in the manufacture or handling of munitions or other work 
closely connected with the military side of the war effort. 
Apart from this, however. there is no right of conscientious 
objection either to compulsory work in general or to par- 
ticular kinds of compulsory work. 

Many men and women “absolutists” and C.O.’s who 
feel a moral calling to the work they are already doing 
have felt unable to comply with directions served upon 
them. Failure to comply renders them liable to be prose- 
cuted in a Police Court, which can sentence them to 
imprisonment for up to three months or to a fine of up to 
£100 or both, or in higher courts to heavier penalties, and 
a number of prosecutions have been brought against per- 
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sons committing this offence on conscientious grounds. 
At August 3lst, 1942, for this offence at least 84 women 
C.O.’s had been prosecuted, the great majority of whom had 
suffered imprisonment varying from 14 days to six months. 


After the men or women concerned have suffered their 
punishment, they have always been liable to be served 
with new directions either to the same or to different work. 
when “cat and mouse ” treatment can be brought into play, 
the penalties mentioned above applying on each prosecu- 
tion. A recent amendment of Regulation 58A, however, 
makes the position more serious still. It is now provided 
that, notwithstanding a person having been punished for 
failing to comply with a direction to work, he or she shall 
remain liable to comply with the original direction, which 
shall continue in force until it is varied or withdrawn. If 
a person still refuses to comply with a direction after being 
convicted, he or she can be prosecuted again and now 
becomes liable on such subsequent prosecution to the heavy 
fine of £5 for every day on which the failure to comply 


continues, though this is a maximum and not a - fixed 
penalty. ‘ 

An example of the way in which this works in practice 
will make the position clearer. Mrs. Alice M. Stubbings, 
of Shelton, Staffs, was convicted at: Tunstall Police Court 
on April 2nd, 1942, for failing to comply with a direction 
of the Ministry of Labour to take up work as a cleaner at 
the North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary and was fined £2 
with £2 2s. costs. This she refused to pay as she stated 
that the offence had been committed on conscientious 
grounds. On May llth Mrs. Stubbings was summoned to 
appear again at Tunstall Police Court on a charge that 
“having been convicted . .. for failing to comply ... 
she did continue to fail to carry out the direction.” This 
laid her open to the fine, mentioned above, of £5 a day 
while the offence continued. Mrs. Stubbings was sentenced 
to three months’ imprisonment, and the fine and costs 
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imposed at the earlier hearing were commuted to 28 days’ 
imprisonment to run concurrently with the other sentence. 
In a case such as this, three months is the longest term of 
imprisonment which can be imposed for non-payment of 
a fine, however large. Even when Mrs. Stubbings was 
released from prison she remained liable to further pro- 
ceedings. 

In addition to this possibility of “double jeopardy ” 
for conscientious objectors in the industrial sphere, it has 
been made an offence for an employer knowingly to employ 
a person who has been directed to other work unless he has 
the written permission of a National Service Officer, and 
this provision, so reminiscent of the treatment of C.O.’s 
refusing military service in the last war, is likely to cause 
a serious aggravation of the position. 


8 IN FIRE-WATCHING 


N most urban areas the Fire Prevention (Business 
| Premises) Orders have been applied and impose upon 
most men, and now also upon many women, a legal 
obligation to take turns of fire-watching duty outside work- 
ing hours. This is an excellent example of a continuing 
liability giving rise to the possibility of a series of prose- 
cutions for failure to carry out fire-watching duty, prose- 
cutions at once both different and the same. Although no 
right of conscientious objection’to such duties is recognised, 
the Orders have not, on the whole, been harshly operated. 
The case of G. Kenneth Siddall, of Manchester, is, however, 
a proper corrective to undue complacency in the matter, 
for he, being placed on the fire-watching rota at his place 
of business, has been prosecuted three times for refusing 
to fire-watch on different occasions and has been sentenced 
successively to one month’s imprisonment ; to a fine of £10 
with the alternative of imprisonment for 50 days; and to 
one month’s imprisonment on each of two.counts, the last 
terms to run concurrently. 
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In the case of the Civil Defence Duties (Compulsory 
Enrolment) Orders, the position is rather different. Men 
subject to the Order were required to register on specified 
days with the local authority for the district in which they 
lived. If they failed to register, they committed an offence 
punishable in a Police Court by imprisonment for up to 
three months or a fine of £100 or both with heavier penal- 
ties in higher courts; but after they had been convicted 
for failing to register, they could not in the absence of a 
further general registration again be required to register ; 
neither could an enrolment notice for fire-watching duties 
under. the Order be served upon them until they had in 
fact registered. In legal wording, a person charged a 
second time could successfully plead that he had been 
‘ autrefois convict.” 

Under the Civil Defence Duties (Compulsory Enrol- 
ment) Order, 1942, however, it was specifically provided in 
August, 1942, that persons who have not registered commit 
a further offence if they again fail to register when so 
required by new notices. Also for the first time women 


are brought within the scope of the Compulsory Enrolment 


Order. 


Moreover, the same Order provides that where any 
person is convicted of failing to register “he shall forth- 
with furnish to the local authority the particulars which 
he was required to furnish by the registration notice and 
the local authority shall thereupon register him under this 
Order.” Thus, continued refusal to comply, even after a 
second conviction, constitutes yet another offence, and the 
whole position becomes rather Gilbertian. 

It is to be hoped that a wise administration of the Order 
will prevent some of the ludicrous situations which may 
easily arise if the objectionable nature of “ cat and mouse” 
treatment is not kept clearly in mind. 

The position of those who refuse to fire-watch when 
enrolled under the Compulsory Enrolment Orders is much 


23 


the same as that of those refusing duty under the Business 
Premises Orders. The former Orders give rise to a con- 
tinuing liability without additional complications. G. P. 
Elphick, of Lewes, after serving one month’s imprisonment 
for refusing duty under the Orders, was prosecuted again 
for a later refusal, and on the second occasion was fined £5, 
failing payment of which he would have to go to prison. 
Yet, in spite of a few cases of this type, much of the 
opposition to the Compulsory Enrolment Orders has been 
expressed through refusal to register at all. 


9, WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 


|": nature of “cat and mouse” treatment has been 
considered; Britain’s lesson in the last war has 
been recounted ; the steps taken to avoid “ cat and 
mouse” in this war have been narrated and the possibility 
of various kinds of “ cat and mouse ” treatment being meted 
out to conscientious objectors in the days to come has been 
examined. Inasmuch as knowledge of the facts and real 
understanding of the principles involved often form a 
half-way house towards avoiding or remedying a harsh or 
vindictive application of the letter of the law, the purpose 
of this pamphlet is largely accomplished. 

It is different in this war? Yes, different but the same. 
The sufferings of the conscientious objectors of the last war. 
as well as of this, cry aloud for a spirit of understanding 
and sympathy in dealing with one of the most vexed prob- 
lems of both wars. Conscientious objectors have a valuable 
contribution to make to the well-being of society. Each 
feels his sense of communal duty in a different way. Even 
at a time when freedom is being restricted for the better 
prosecution of the war, let conscientious objectors serve 
the community, each in accordance with his conscience. 


Attempts at coercion in this war will fail as they were 
found to fail in the last. 


—— 
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j The Objcots of this new riuiguzins are thresfold:- 
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All those threes objests are important, but the third is the 
most importent of aid. For our messuse IS a Gospel, tue one 
t 10 t 
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WORLD OVER. Nothing scciis Scoure cverythin= is ohvnging. Dut 
Wo who cro ienbers of the Followship of. Ruconcili: tin, or 
continuing to buiiad that which ccn never bo shettersd, and 
anytoaing which sorves to deepen and strongthcn our fcellowshin 
togctner is. of vital import mec. 

£% aS for thet Yeuson that Zwelcornc with Vory roel joy 
tai.s MAGALZLUG e ‘i>. SMUSt CHG Ci ors of the We ith. iiStOW. & 
District Groups will find sotist= etbon. ene ‘Strcngth in iit, + 
and that<-i¢- ALA: MOt .OnLy..roncw. thoir saonse of Oneeness wth” 
God, and cach.6vhor, but will bc Bp ‘ta thé * ered tisin ‘or - egy 
more ‘oils of unlind tod “recone itts ti om “fn tho: APG... P53 
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above the s0raia events of this wa ~strieks n.Mdr lo: to. point, 
thevay of Hops “ond mer¢yoné Love, to raise the: standerd °f 
idealism amidst the. blood and firth oF var “is -sumcky the 
plain duty of Christic WIR LS: as Cte ) | 
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This VE ture. may bo ‘rocd te sone: who cannst ogres: vith 
the pocifist viewpoimt of its promoters .*: We molianber the day.. 
vhon Vc did not accept paecifisi, Wc Peel the abstacics 
which wexc im our OWn minds cisgctiist uccepting this fcith, anc ~ 
wo realisc soncthing at all .cvgnts of the Gi ffi Milty Of Sur... 
witmoss in 6 world in whbéh power oppecrs tj be. tith. thc. 
crucl1, cond Gominion with thq wrong aocr. ; uh 

Rut itis. p@oausa: the cause of €54s. Lovecappe:-rs. of ten-" 
times to eo so utterly A6foc ttéad thet we- fact: compel Led : Aber 
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DG And. We: capped) S ) Christ ens Me Tslk. of g2rpa- WL: bp. thik $-* 

of this venture with toleranoc: ond’ kinGlinucss,ene if they - 

bn Bercse sti ti ws, Just to prey: se. ‘th 2s fox guidmec tom. 
rerd ae the package hk oft we fac VS hee Gohan! of J 


“* * 


3B 


S$ 2.00So SEER. BALL GRUURc CALLIN G i oe 


hiombors wontca to aac to thé, sugoC S 5 of this: grow, sy < 
Please some Slong. We hole our ticetings, every other wicket 
165 Grow Mad, F.17, comi@moing 7245 DM. 
Thurcdzy feb. Sth. Specker: Doris Steynor 
Subject: Genernl. survey ot Ba S1S, 
Thuredcy FOD. ane: capone Ron: i tobin. 
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& word from the Scorctary, Welth:mstow & District Committcc. 

Our Chairman hes writtcm @lscwhere of ths purvoscs of this now 
vonturc. I want to spcuk cbout its uscfulncss in cencbling us to 
keep vou informed of cli our cotivitics. 

I am sure dll who heve come in contact with our work during the 
lost fcow months will heve sonséed a dc&epomed spirit of fdlowship in 
alk our Groups, and « auiskcencd enthusicem for the work to which # 

wo are onllcd, the work of reconciling man to God cnd man to men. 
This new lifc has mcnifcsted itself in meny ways, and we hope thet 
this m.gazine will bo «& moans of jJettingyou knowwhet wo rg scoking 
to do. The world nosds our mossaso to-dcy cs nevor bcforé, cnd wo 
trust thct with knowlcdgs will oome a desire to tekc full and 
ootive part in the tesk to whioh we hevo sect our hand. 

rcports on the work of our Groups will be found in thcesc pagss, 

ond there is list of the names cnd addresses of our Officcrs. The 

Soorctcricswill be plscscd to give informetion cbout.Group mectings 

and however you wish to help, you heve the purtioulcrs you recuirs. 

Please sce thet we are cll kept busy answoring your cnouiries. 
Loslis. Tcerlton. 
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From the Trceasuror Welthomstow & Distrbt Comnittec. 
The work of the Welthcemstow & District F.o.R. is finaced 

Silmost cntirely by contributions from its soonstitucnt groups. 
Under a soheme introduced in 1957, ecoch F.O.Re member is esked to 
contribute, if possible at lcast 4 /- per querter to his own group. 
Of this sum, 3d. 2S paid over to the London Union of the F.oO.R-, 3d 
to the Feast London Counoil of the F.o.R. cond Sd. to the loocl group 
funds, the remaining Sd. being cvallable for the expenscs of the 
Wealtaoaunustow & District Group. At present the income from this souroe 
is insufficicnt to mest ths expenscs. Our work must be scontinusd 
and I am oonfident thet every member will maintain cond if possible 
inerease his or her present subsoription. 
Al1L contributions will be gritefully reocived by the Trecsurers of 
loeal groups or by mo. 


W. BE. Dallas. 


MARSH STREST P2001 Re GROUP 
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Mersh St. group has been mesting fortnishtly cnc as with most 
srouns interest hes been intcnsified by the feot of war. 

Devotans for thc first part of all meetings hes proved to 
orceto the right spirit and atmosphere in whiosch to meet, and we 
vwaluc the help of our minister the Rev. Clifford Bcrrett as Chcir- 
ian of the group. The letter pert of the cvenins may te teken up 
with & paper by < group member followed bydisoussion, or recding 
Of a pemphlcot or book. 

Occasionally a mecting or the conbined Walthcmstow & Hishams 
Perk groups is held, inviting & spoaker. 

To mest ths necds of some of our own Church mcnbers "Mock 
Tribunel’s* were held the l2th. & c@nd. Jcon., at icrsh St. Sons 14 
applic.nts wore heard. 

Tom Brown. 
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EEGHANS PAMK F.O.R. GROUP. 

Situctcd, es it is, in whet might be ccollcG a "pacifist 
Stranghala”", the Mghems Park Group has meade cmazing prosress 
simcc its fomaation in Janucry of least ycar. One ims only to 
ronqnbcr that the membership has grom fron four(nunber of we; 
monbers present at first meeting) to twemty-fiwe (nuaber of grounr 
mcmbers up-to-date) to rovlisc this. Of these at least fourtcen 
ore members of the Fellowshin. 

We cen bc @noouraged too, by the spirtt of "“truc fellowshi¥y 
whioh exists anaong the menbers, and we aan truly say timt thic 
Svirit hes mcac many nev frienaships and hes inspired us to do 
better things. 


The grouy, «8 a whole, has beem active too, ma is ropidly 
making ltscrIf felt in the district. Several lctteérs fron group 
menbecrws have been published by the Local prwcss, ane memy others 
letters have teen sent to various MPs. ana socictics. It is honed 
that this work will ogontinuce stronger than cwr. 

Fohbloving the example of sGveral other grouns, we heve 
aaopted & distressdd fmilly in Oswestry. Very cnoarigimeg 
renvlics arc recciveda cnc the soup fecls this to be a very 
voluchlc, if only smad, picce of nraotiocul service. Lettcrs cne 
snall prescnts cre sent regulcrly. 

Group meetings are hela cvary fortmight ana aoe vayy well 
attomded. A list of monbers hes been drewn up cna éanch one in 
turn adarcss¢es the méting on a subject choson by Rismisclf. This 
plan 1s proving to ke vory intercsting ama oF @aat help to cll. 
Asimilar systam., has been adontec for the Bvotionel Regings. 

"Poooo Nows" is being 5016 6wery week outside Highans Piurk 
Station and group nonbers amc hcloingP.P.U.mombers inthis work. 
Te GOLG Woathcr doves not ralko this task casy ama ve rust 
coOngratulLcte micmbers in "stioking” 1t so .vell. 

The latest dovelopment of the gramp is the plemnim of c 
now Mo. 2 group ang this, wo fecl, 138 sure proor of the ranic 
strides that Pecifign is necking in tho Gistrict. 

Li onora W.eGreen. 
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Our membership camtinues to grovi steadily ond we cre now 
round ahout the fifty nark. The nojority ofour members are 
oonne sted vith Meghan Hill Bavticst Ghurch, Mt we have a fewupon 
our list who are in various other Baptist Churchcs in the tow. 
WAfoxtunctsly there Qnc or two of our churches in which vo knaQw 
of none who aro of our mind, but wo hone and pray thatthis may 
not sdontinuc. | 
| AS & group wo hold a monthly neeting @ the thira Fridcy 
Of each month at 8 o/c. The pla ec is the Church Porlour, Highcn 

ll Restist Church. hove hod sone emceccdingly intere sting 
Ss together. On One Jocasion we Mela co Mock Tribuncl which 
eot Off guite well, cna Qn another « 
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BaPTIST PaCITISY FELLLO SHIP (conta, from pege5) 
Gisoussion on Fe@ercl Whion. 

Two of Our members heve been Befors the Tribunal, Onc 
reccived uncomdivioncai cxemptbon sna the other oconditionel upon 
his Bemcinime in his present employment. He Es appealin: 
agdinust this dscision andby the time ttiis is In your hends the 
Bsultof his @mppeésl will -b& Rnown. 

TGO of our meuibers cre serving on the sormuittss of tas 
Vic.lthaastow Advisory Buresu for Conscripts & Consolsmtbous 
Objcotors and somé menbers take part in Perel, fiors in the 
town. | ie 

Ifeny Beptist P.oifists shouwla recd these notes snd ere not 
yet meusbers of the BePers will tasy please set in toucno with ne. 
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METHODIST RACE FELLOWSHIP M. 0. Be | 
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; Our branoh of the Nethodist Pease Feklovwshiy cat Mathews 
Menoriak Church was started by the Rev. W. J. Doidge, on Nov. 
L2G LYS4a | 

This first. mecting took the form of aCovencant Service when 

sixteen people signed the dovenant of the M.P.Fe snd thercfore 
becane members: In Decornber of 1956 o1x more peoplc joined, 
then om Nov. 19th. 1939 we hae the pleasure of receiving nine 
more, mostly young follavs,into the group. 


Mar total membership now is twenty-four, we having not 
always beon thriving owing to the lack of oa sccrctary but We 
heve been able to moet in Discussion Groups since Novenbcr , 
atudying the Blbleo in relation to questions asked at tribunals , 
Wo conaucted a Mock fribunal with a view to EAVES young C.0' 
tS reclize what happons at Tribunale, 

We hope to be able to cdntinuc our rechaeerag ang keen our 
groupolive and flourishing Some of our mombers are also 
monbors of the F.oeRs 


Hilda Crickmeay. 


WOOD STREET CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH F. QoRe 


The Group neets on alterncte Tuesday evenings at 8.15 pen 
Since tho commencenent of the war many fricnds fron Other 
LOGOL groups heve joined with us, and some very enjoyable 
moetings have been held, 

Our Ovm. nenbership totals 7, put we arc very Ontinis- 
tic that berore long thtsvwtll be 10 or le or perhaps more. 
The ROVe Re Jo Crompton is our Loader, and MT. Re Dakin is 
acting as Group Score tary. We arc groteful bo our Church 
Authoritics for the use of aroom on Churoh preoiises, addthe 


Gates for our ncxt mesatings are as follo 1s: “13th. Fe bruayy & 
e?th. Fobrucry. ee 


| R. He Dekin. 
(6) Sets “ 
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ae 'GFORD ft .. 0. Re GROUP 

Tem sleascd to have toon Gskod to Gontributc a fe~ lincs 
to this mcgazinc, pt thes a ee Going 1% in the capacity of 
Sceretcory - whieh mecns that theChingfora Group is cecsin in 
existencc. You may renienbcr that oving to the vuvacucation of the 
Scorctary lwias iiolly Stewart the group hea not not for ceoveral 
vooks. However © nocting Was.called for tho 25th. JOD by the 
Scorstary af the Dictrict Cormittce, when it Was agrceca that the 
group snsula g@ontinue to moct regularly, ona fAlens 91%. made ror 
the continuation of its activitics. The Sccretary was soloctca 
ond it vas hoped that Mr. Brnest Cannell will continuc. in his 
sffiscc as Chairmen. The next neeting was fixce for Thursaay Sth. 
Febs when the Sccrstary Vill onch adigcussion on "Fh: Pecifi 
novenont « Past & Futurc®*. It is hopea thet this will provide 
oye bata ale Yor the group to consiacr its own activitics and 
Hlans 

“In an area as Loree ws Chingfora it is importent th<t there 
shoula fo cn active Christicn Pacitist novenent anc we hope thet 
everybouy Will assist us by spreading tho informction that the 
eroup is continuing. idectings Will be hele fortnightly and for 
the proscnt, at the South Chingford Brothcrhood Hull, Caingford 
Mount Road. In order to suit as many peoplc as possible the 
noeting night Will be alterca from tins to tinc If tk group 
functions successfully it woulda be bettcr to split it into two 
North & South Chingford and thus Gisposce of that one egret 
difficulty - transport in the black ‘out. 

So woe are ali ready to go Shead and as I know there is 
great cnuthusiasn to get tho group on its fcct again, vith the 
active support of all those mombers who arc ai to give it, we 
phoulad beable to go ua long Way. 

Arthur Pcttett. 
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Saturaay LOth. Fob. So@ial will be held in. the Rev H.1l' at 
Mathews Monoricl M.C., Pourhyn Oresccnt, 2.17, 6650 - L0p sn. 
We have been invitdd by our fricnds inthe 2). >. Pe, tO join with 
thon, and the arrangocnents for the ovening hive been node by ‘the 
FPeQRe Committcce. Will you coms clong cud help to neke this o 
Ssucee@ss? This is a good opportunity to gect to kmov your fclla@ 
momabers in the district. Dancing,ganes, competitions ctc., ard 
Lightrofroshucnts. Titkets 1/- each, cam be obtained fron all 
Groupsceore tar1ics. 

Sunda ee aoe Fobe Monthly Praycr &Conmuniosnscervics in the 
small Ohancl “at iiathows lienorial if.¢., at 8.15 a.m. The 
serves till be conducted by iirs. COppard and’ the Bcvw C. 
BELLS. 

Thursaay eSth. March. This ix sa preliminary notice: of the G_atc 
of our Annual General Meoting, aot Wood St. Congrceaticon:] Ghwph 
Picasa make anotc of it, sothat you cankcc»this ¢vening frec. 
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Our creapeh of the Maethodist Peasc Foellovshi»y cat Mathes 
Menoraak Church was started by the Rev, W. J. Doidgo, on Nov. 
Lhthe L964. 

This first mecting took the form of acCovencnt S 
sixteen people signed the dovenant of the M.P.F. sn 
becane members: In Desonber of 1936 six more peonvic 
then om Nov. 19th. 1939 vic hae the plcasure of receiv 


«~ 


nore, mostly young PTollayvs,into the groun. 
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ne nins 


Our total membership nov is twenty-four, we having not 
Alweys Seon thriving owing to the lack of a sccrctary but ec 
neve boon able to meet in Discussion Groups since Novenbcr , 
studying the BloLs in relation to questions askead ct Tribunals 
Wo conaucteda a Mock fribunal wath a view to helning young c.0! 
tO reclize what happons at Tribunals, 

We nope to be able to cdntinuc our mestings anc keen our 
geroupakive and flourishing Some of Sur mombcrs are also 
monbdcrs of the P.ooRs 


\ 


Hilda Crickmcy. 
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WOOD STREET CONGHEGATIONAL CHURCH F.OoR- 


The Group ncets on alternate Tuesday evenings at 8.15 pen 
Since tho commenccnent of the war nany fricnds fron other 
Local groups heave joined with us, and sone very enjoyable 
meetings have bcen held. 

Our Om rienbership totals 7, but we arc very ovtinis- 
tie thet beyore long thitswill be 10 or 12 or perhnns nore. 

The Rove Ro J. Crompton is our loader, and ir. R. Dakin is 
aoting as Group Sceretéary. We arc ercteful bo: our Chur¢h 
AUtHoritics for tne use of akroom on Churoh orciises, andthe 
Gates for sur next meatings are as follovws:- 13th. Fe bruayy & 
e7th.e Fobrucry. Hk 
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Ke H. Dekin. 
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Lightrefroshnacits. Titkets 1/- 
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Sunday iitn. Fobe Monthly Praycr &Cormiunisnscervic: in, th 
sual. Chas: L at “athows iienorial Moose. OY 6.15 Aatis The 
sorvaees “ili be conaucteGd by irs. COppard ana’ the B cv. ¢C. 
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CHINGFORD _F. 9. R. GRO; 

lon plcasca to have boson askoa tO contribute | Sen. bee 
to this megazinuc, since IT cn csing it in the ccpccity of 
Sceretaory - vwhicn mesons that Shc Chingiora Group is cenin in 
cxistenc:. You may Feroenmhcr that owing ts the vuvacuction ofr th 
Scoretary illus ijobly Stewart the eroup Aaa not mot ior several 
vooks. Hovwovor ¢ mocting Wos.cellse@ ror tho coth. Jan. by the 
Scorctary af thc Dictrict Comittcc, when it Was aegercca thet th 
eroup snsula Gontinus to mect regularly, 2na flens Vor made ror 
the cOntinustion of i1tS activitics. The Secretary YLoctca 
2nd it Vas Aopea that Mr. eencot GUe LL Vik contain in Bit 
Sffisc us Chuilrnen. The next rceeting 5S Tixca for Thaursaay 8t 

abs when the Sccretary late I9GH adilgcussion on "Th: PreLifist 

noveriont - Past & Futurc”®. IT 1S hoepea hat the J LL »rovid 
Sn uppertunity Lor the group to consiacr its ov Ctivi t AVG 
LOANS © 

in an csG S Lorec ws Caingrora it is inportent tht the 
shoulé te cn active Shristicn Paciaist movenent aL hops thu 
everybouy wlll assist us by sprcading tho informction tht th 
group is continuing. iWectings Vill be hole for riers tLy ond Tor 
the proscnt, at the South Chingford Brotherhood Hull,C tin: cor 
Mount Road. In order To suit as many people as jyossibl. t! 
nooting night will oc altorce Trum tins to tinc If th grour 
functlons successfully it 7u1d ke bottcr to split it into twe 
North & South Chingfora and thus agisnose of th Ine LTS tT 

ditdi cul ty - trons) ort in the blacx ‘out. 

So we are ali woady to go Ghead ana as IT know there is 
great cuthusiasn to get tho group on its fcct again, vith the 
Active support of all those mombers who arc aac to give it, 
should bssbic to go u Long way. 

Arthur Pcttctt. 
So Or Gy LOtH. Fob. Social will ke held in the I. Mihi: O% 
Mathews Memorial M.C., Ponrhyn Crescent, B17, 6650 - 1Onen. 
We hive beon invitdd by our fricneés inthe -..Pp.Fe, to join with 
then, “LG the arronugenents for the ovening hive been ricde bv Ti 
FeQRo. COlnLttcs. WiLl YUU Colic > LON Senda. De a TO “PRK: BAI 6 
Success? TOLS 16 G& 6600 Opportunity to ect to kno: your fclla 
mouubers tn the Gistrict. Denci if, gfones, conpetitions ctc., amd 
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WALTHAMSTOW & DISTRICT & Mapperley Drive, 
ADVISORY CCMMITTES FOR Oak Hi.11, 
OBJECTORS & CCNSGRIPTS. Woodrord Green, 
we ee ee ee we BSSCX » 


'Phone: LARkswood 1671. 1940, 


Ref. No. 19/18 


Dear Friend, 


Having regard to your particular age group and 
the rate of progress of the Tribunals for Conscientious 
Objectors it would appear either that your summons cannot 
now be long delayed or, although I have not heard directly from 
you on the matter, you have in fact already had your case 
considered. 


If the latter is the position J. should very mech 
appreciate an intimation from you, as requested previously, 

of the date, place and decision of the tribznal and information 
as to whether you accept the decision or whether you contemplate 
or have envered an appeal. If you are appealing I shouid be 
glad of an opportunity of perusing your iocal tribunal papers 
and shall be happy to offer any advice or assistance I can, 


If you have not already been summoned to anpear 
please do not forget to let me know promptly when you are and 


advise me subsequently of the decision and whether it is 
acceptable, 


With every good wish, 
Sincerely yours, 
E.C «REDHEAD, 


Hon Secretarye 


i 
Draft of letter to accompany icace Committec Statement 
to be considered by the lionthly Meeting in January. 


We members of the Society of Friends in Reading fcel called 
on once agcin to state our conviction that all war is contrary 
to the teaching of Jesus and to his way of life. For nearly 
three hundred years our Quaker ancestors have proclaimed this 


in unmistakeable language. Their experience is nov ours. 


we state it in humblity, awaré that few of us have made sacrifices 


such as those of our counterparts in other lands in their refusal 
to bear arms or of our own countrymen in their war service. Yet, 
partly because we are conscious that we share with all men the 
guilt of this war, we oe prompted to proclaim again the things 
that we know. 

We condemn all evil, hatred and oppression, but we would 
try to show by word and decd Jesus' way of overcoming then. 
we are convinced that the way of war aggravates humin ills; that 
the chief needs of our time are to heal, to restore and to convert 
and that the power of Jesus which we know in ourselves and among 
ourselves is able to meet these needs. 

wien are, however, becoming every day more accustomed to the 
way of war and, though conscious of its evil, are willing to give 
up little by little the principles of Christ in the further 
prosecution of the war. If we do this, we grow deaf to the cali 
of Jesus. 

We would beg our feilov: Christtans to consider again "who 
God is and what it means that all men belong to the Family of God.” 

The accompanying leaflet summarizes the united thought of 
our Society at the Yearly weeting held in August 1942. Vic 


are glad to pass it on, 


Clerk of Reading ifonthly lhieeting. 
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15 Devonshire Place 

Jesmond WMha~tu tz? 
Newcassle upon Tyne 2 

January, 14940 


Dear Friend, 


The Peace rledge Union has fTece the New Year prepared for 
ereater activities than e1 before. The war has made our 
message and propagandé the more urgent, and our members 
in increasing numbers will be brought ut aecinst the curse 
of Conse -ription. Our Union | ust be & union in truth and in 
sbirit as well aes in name. We shall all face the struggle 
against the ngiiterieation % of our netion with greater 
etrength and surety in our ultimate suecess if we have 
behind us 9s real fellowship, eech bound to all in true 
dependable friendship, whatever may heppen. The testimony 
of each, one of us before tribunals, in other places, or in 
public meetings will be stronger and surer in so far as we 
ell shere our difficulties and experiences. 


The. Branch Meeting, to be held regularly, will be en excel- 
lent DPDlece for buildings up our wider fellowship. The advant- 
ages thet have been exDerienced in meny smaller groups cén be 
experienced on & larger senle in the Branch Meeting. We can 
exchange the fruits of our study; we can get training and 
practice in speaking, in discussion and in orgenisation; we 
ean shere the good things of life, in pes tb. ama, LTilms, 
etc.3; and most of all we ean lesrn to nderstand 

eppreciste the other fellow's point og View. 


This meeting will not in nny wsy supersede eny of our 
eactivities, but will be © co-ordineting meeting, bringing us 
together es s united body, esch to meke our best contribution 
to the whole. It will remfin entirely flexible in forn, 
sllowing greet veriety, and er peble of being 2d pted st any 
time to any specisl need or ocecssion. 


The new world thet hes to come, if our pledge is to be widely 
implemented, needs srcne ‘nd thoughtful people to plen it 

end tO live in it. We -shell heve to taresh out meny problems 
together, -nd develop tosether the fuller life we mesn to 
mekée Possible for °11; 


Yours sincerely, 


ARTHUR RAISTRICK. 


, Green End, 3 - DEC S47 
ATTSNTION 0 BVERY PAX MEMBER VY Radnage, nr High Wycombe 


Bucks. 'Phone RADNAGE 110 


-enerous donation to PAX Funds. one of our supporters 
the only scciety I've come across that doesn't 
‘Please send donations to. » §'" We take this 
His appeal to every member for regular mon- 
reputation. 
(eit tne need for the services of an 
) ) for the Society, particularly~ 
| membership is not large, an 
exceptional are persons who nunger to take 
some active part in this or that aspect of PAX's worl. In fact as our 
—nmumbers srow -— sc tne work whic nes to undertake increases 
Seems to be a heaven-sent op- 


torzaniser' 
in View 0: 


rency &n 


ch we > Ve 
‘eceived a most welcome and ot hima oifer from a member 


—timée work “or -the Society of_just the kind that is 


— ee eee 


ossible those membe who wish to becomes 
PAX 
ad ite 


20 its influence and “mes to-rphnose: outside the-soci-~ 


work the aim would be to make as many personal. contacts 
vith members and to encourage local, regional and general 
i conferences, sometimes in conjunction with other societ-— 
-ncipies are not in conflict with those of PAX. 
comes from-a_man who is vocationally fitted for this 
ae considemable exverlence as a regional organe 
of Reconciliation" and who has received exer- 
Objector to war service because even the 
(after four tribunals) such work to be his 
tunate too that the work which would engage the 
f a kindred mature ---viz. the yvromotion and 


, 


by persons and families in co-operative 
the 1942 A.G.M. PAX is vitally interesteda— 
y Christian social principles as a posi- 
‘a witness -- and there could hardly be 
of part-tome services than that which 


> . " . . rs 2 ~ = sn ’ na . . ie . fs ° . 
We, the undersinged, veing satisfied as to his qualifications, 
— - q- he > s ge a ; —_ : ms ey fs 


Fe > a * ze ee = oa ia al : _ : 
tnererore make it possible for us to appoint 
t, Vv “TT AT Foankwis 


MAX WALKER part-time organiser for the PAX society by contributing’ tQ 
the salar and expensé required -- which we estimate at £200 per year 
As membership grows (as it is doing and as it will do at a much accel 
erated pace with the help of an organiser) the amount needed—-from each 
member .is..progressively recuced, but with present numbers we ask for 
8d. per month -— which is less than 2d. per week per head. Ye nave 
on a previcus occasion (by ans of an anneal sent out in 1941 -- to 
which we received a generous response) sounded members upon a scheme... 
such as this one, and can therefore look forward with confidence to a 
favourabie response to this present letter -- af pore: 38 in the form 
of a cheque and/or a promise. Those who can the mini- 
mum ought -=~ are asked to make their sentributions as pi as posalae~ 
| .. and shpuld the scheme fall through (we don't veleive it will) 
sum sent will be returned to the donor. 

Signed (on behalf of the PAX 1942 Committee) 

Wubert Grant Scarfe (Chairman) Stormont Murray (Hon. Secs). 

Petronella Ouwerkerk (Hon. Treas.) Mark FitzRoy 

Teslin Cribb, and Harry Britton. 


WALKER is keenly interested in all aspects-of PAX work and ite 
“le approach to the problems it tackles. He is 35 years old, 


Yr an 


sarried ané with a family; a graduate of Birmingham.-University and. 
and a founder member of the Hollingthorpe Community. He resigned fror 
‘thea .Metal Industry on grounds of _Censcienes .im 1939. 
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Secretary : Mise tiinifred %,. White, 61 Baldog! Road, Letoh orth 
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Howard Kershner, who directed the relief vork of 
the Intcrnational Gomnission in Spain during the Spanish 
Oivil Var and has since, until early thie year (1942) 
been Director of Relief in Souther France for the 
Amterican FPricnds' service Go-mittoe hopes to visit 
Lete’worth Fricnds" ifeeting on Sunday cvcning, January 
rd, at $,.f0pn, in company 11th another Anerican Qualer, 
Willian Eyes. These Fricnds have recently arrived in 
Bnugland, and have coc partly to brin~ mcssaces fron 
Anerican Friends to Enclish Fricnds, put it ig, exmcct-:d 
t?..t .t this neeting Hovard Kersimer wili also have 
somctiine te sav about. thea work he has. becn dAoins in 
Franoce Anyone who is interested in this will be 
we LOCO"S » 


(Trae usual aftcrmoon neetins at Hovrills will 


nrobably be-oaneelica for January Era only). 


° 


Winifred i, Write, 


Scorctar’. 
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PERSONAL IL IN READING 
M QO 


11.xii.1942 
DEAR FRIENDS, 


«@ have been considering durin: the last threc months our 
responsibility in the vrcesent situation, and how we can best carry out 
the concern of Yearly Mecting. "It is for cvery individual Friend 
to dedicate himself with a devotion thet is more versoneal and morc 
abidinz than any printed document; the life of ench one of us should 
testify with a decisiveness that is proof asinst all temporal argument.’ 
(from Minute 44 of Y.iM.) »2 have be.n werned of the scrious danger 
of growing used to war, and of our need es a relivious body to call 
purselves and all men to repentance and a dctermination to find « true 
peace rooted in God and including all men in the family of God. Finelly, 
the Yearly Meeting Epistle reminds us thet “it is only as we know for our- 
-sejves the trensformin, love of God in Jesus that we can meke it known 
to others throuzh lives of prayer and prise and :dventurous service." 


7 i322 Ge 2 es 


MAIDENHEAD - /e have sent the followin, Minute to verious people in 
authority:—- "The members of Maidenhead Mecting of the Society of Fricnds 
(Quakers protest against the manaclinzg of German prisonors. .c ere sure 
that this ect of retribution will bring useless suffcrinzg to thoussinds on 
both sides, which will immeasurably edc to end prolonz the cftcrmth of 
bitterness and hatred. we ask thc Government to forswear all retaliatory 
2eotion in the belief that faith in the Christian virtue of Mercy will brinz 
en end to the persecution of those who are uneble to mke effective protest 
for themsclves. «C hope th.t this policy will bc ended -nd thet those 
prisoners who are at the moment in chins will be libcrs«ted." 


READING ~- .e heave h2d xrgepp®$ on Yearly Meeting and discussion opened by 
Francis & Pollard, who also — tozether with #rank H. williams - cave 
report at “sidenheed. Newbury “riends had = report by Albert E. branch 
and Lilien “ertin. 


&t our ausust picnic lunch Constance lomalin wave an interestin, report 
on the recently held Summer School at Jordzns on “Forces at work in the 
Far “ast”. 


Lt our October picnic lunch some forty “riends welcomed about 20 members 

of Trinity Congregational Church, including the Minister, the wuev. Charles 
BE. Surman. Carl “ecth spoke on “1, new Christian Co-operation”, stressin, 
the necessity for cll denominations scckin: to understend one another, 

both by prayer and joint action. is a result of this meeting we were 
invited to 2 pienic lunch at Trinity Conjre-ationel Church on November ie 
when Edger 3B. Castle spoke og Quekcrism, :t their request. “here was @ 
valuable discussion. & future mezcting is to be arrenzed, when a talk will 
be given on the Independent ana Conzre;ctional denominations, and a P.hi. 
committes has becn 2npointed to vive thouzht to future mectings. 


The P.M. Childrens Mceting Committee arranged a summer .2thering this year 
on July 18. Throuzh Doris Knight's kind help and invitetion we met at the 
Deiry tiesearch Institute, Shinfield, about 12 children and 5 adults 
enjoyed a most delichtfy] afternoon secin. the v*.rious animals. There Wes 
a picnic tca held in Shinfield sehoohroom, and games and play followed. 
Although there wes slight rain most of the time 1% was a most memorable 
and happy gathering. 


We have had a P.M. committee for several months to consider ways of 
interesting people in and raising money for Friends War Kelief Service and 
the Friends Ambulance Unit. Over £100 was collected by the Committee. 
Amongst other things, a film show. wes arranged for the Townswomen's Guild. 
Dorathy C. Smith explained the development of Friends’ emergency work to an 


( 
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On July 25, Caroline Jackson anc “ilian S. Timas arranceda an exhibition 
of Quaker dresses, c.ps, bonnets, samplers anc nevdlework. thore were 
also various historical documents, includin, <~ lcttur sicned hy Gcorze 
Fox, and a Merriazge Certificate with Blizabcth Gurney Fry's si;nature 
as a witness. “everel Fricnds ccted «8s man.equins. 


RUS OF O88 MEMS cis 
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cRUCD QO. LITVEN cives the followin. observations on his recent imprison= 
-ment:= 'l was interested in the various officers’ reactions to & 
fricnély 'Goodni-ht'. &1l apparently were unused to its; some replicd 
vith 2 grunt or nothing, some with 2 reluct:nt 'Gooanizht' and a few 
replica in thc human way which is ususl ‘outsidc'. I noticed thit 

often when the reply to my 'Goodnight' wes loud cnoush to be heard in 

the next cell it was tekken up by thet occupant and continucd down the 
line until the sap of . doorwey prevented the next occupent from hearing 
that this salutation ws in currency ana it was omitted. The 
edvanteze that I founa of mixin, with other prisoners wis to be able to 
find thcir reaction to the penil systcn. I had first hana evidence that 
the penal systcm is not aimed :t roformin. men so thiut they return to 
society bettcr fittcd to be decent citizens. the aim, or if not, the 
means used, cases the system to be merely punitive. .i0ng my Cco- 
prisoners were theives, <a black marketcer, <= murdercr, a debtor, onc 

on false pretences, ctc., yet they all h:d the same treatment. It is 
just ss though one had 2 hospital with p. ticnts sufivcrins from infectious 
diseases, brokcn limbs, ctc. nd instced of buinys Jiven the necessary 
individu.l treatment, they were <iven no tres.tmunt but punishment! 
throushout the imprisonment I wes wonderfully uphclc anc sustained by 
the thoughts :nd prvycrs of mony fricnds.: 


<, 


U 


DONALD G. STAMP is still poultry-firmin,g in bLincolnshir-. 4i¢ hes 
time to kecp up his intcrest in sketchin, and to do : sood adesl of study. 


DAVID #nITZ HOzuNIGsn vritcs the followings sccount of the Mecting for 
sorship in the Internment Comp in C:.nade, from which he wis relcéased Iast 
april:- ‘whet wo w.ntcd wis not ‘nicely said thin. s' but messuges only 
if they 2rose out of the silence with God. p00n the kectin beerme 
the centre of our lives, of our stren.-th for the comin: we rk. Of tun % 
sit cown with conc -rn-d ind worricd expressions, and rose che.rful and 
rcfreshed. Slowly we became brethrvems. I wonecr whether mcny friends 
heve becn to a Mectiny like this: the foct that a solcicr in the front 
room was ch2sin - do-;-to and fro in front of the door rather adorned 
the time then frustr:.ted it. I think | misht say without exc; eration 
that we came in the end to welcome such disturbsnces — they m:.de us fcel 
thet our Mecting wes right within the noise 2nd business of the world - 
and kept a cell of peusace.? de ils now very busy with his University 


course and Fricnds' ctivities in Toronto. He sends his grestinzs to 


neadin; Mricnds. 
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TON SMITH was home on lenve lately. After training in Can da, he is 
now & fully qualified h.ieF. pilot. 


VIVIZN “i2DS O:TH writes from Ponrith:— “".:fter . couple of months 
working near home I have moved up here, where I am working, for the 
County war agriculturs1 dgxecutive Vommittes, onc om in cher-e of 1200 
largish f2rms, coverin, fourteen parishes “ina comprisin; one quarter 

of the hole county. my work is interestin,, but full znd hard, taking 
up all my time cxcept Sundays. thore is < siv.ll but good Mectiny here. 
The plece is old and quaint, anc the hottcst Fricnds' buildin. I heve 
over cntercca.* Compnre with the ciscussion on Fuel “Ationin: at our 
September .M. !) 


DONaLD GROOM's parents received the followin: tule: ram: "Helcn Mary. 
born Fifteenth (November) Itarsi. both well. ‘this joyous news we 
send parents and Fricnds with loving thou-hts. Don-ald,. ibout this 
time Donsld wes busy with Stucent Christicn Movement and other 
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confcrenccs, as well as Mid-Indi» Yeerly Westin. Other news includes 


ae clmost being bitten by @ mad juckall, which however only d-meyvcd 

his trousegs. Donazlc writes " ¢ irs undoubtedly hrppy in Hoshzneabsad -. 
from meny points of view we coulcn't hve . better home 2nd plece to live 
in. we Can't say we <r settlcc for thurec arc so many thin:s to be 
worked out. “here are so mony rlicsious ides monzst the Christizns 

to be re~mouldcc, there is so much insincurity rnc cringin- and so on. 
These oroblcms, of course, nev_-d not be overcomin,’.* Ana inter, “I 
noticed th:t 50 F.i..U. mon were going to izbysini~ (to do medic:1 2nd 
socis.l work in vill-css therc) - if 500 c-.m to tl 

they would fine « life-time work.* 


w Indian vills:'cs 
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In ScPlfoicEn vv were informed tht kin ston M.Mé. hd ccccpted our certif- 
~1e“xte for Florenceo C. Drwson. a resignetion wis rececived from Joz2n 
Miery Mason ( Sdmondson) ENG Acccpted. Nomcs Were brousht in for new 
Church Strect Premises Committee, ¢nc consider :tion wes civen te Fucl 

Ka tlonim:. 


Part of hiinute 4 of cn :djournecd N.M. at tc: din, 28.ix.42. “We irc 
grateful to wozer Moore for introducing to us the guéestions raised by 

the tcarly Mectin. cocuments, The tesponsibility of Friends in the 
Present «ar Situation. Phere is uncirt-inty in th. minds of many of our 
mombcrs. puch doubt may be parclysin: to «ction, «nd cven the ‘open 
mind’ mny have its dancers. Our belicfs should be founced on Christicn 
teschin . quzker tcoaching on the subjcct of Peace =nc war is unnistck- 
~ablo. the importance of milnt:inin, Christi:n st .ndards, of insistin, 
thet the way of Uhrist is more powerful then the way of wor, must remcin 
our first duty.: 


In OCTOBER we were zled to acccot 2 Certificate from sdinburzgh M.M. for 
_ ‘ . =-, , See 7 - . ee ~* 5 : . (8S Pore, Sp = \ 
Philip ©. 2nd Violct Turnbull Sdmunés (Downficld, 2th toad, Meidanherd). 
Kenneth F. Nicholson and BHlsi: D. derrod vere sppointed Clerk and asst t 


the MM. for 1944, 2nd d=tes ena times wercs fl1lxea (sec NOTIC#S). 
Elders and Oversccrs for 1942 ~ 1945 were sppointca by NOVEMEA Mecting. 
~e were ple:.sed to welcome into membership by convingement Dorothy i. 
Quarrell ( 36 Cromwell sozd, Meidcenhead) ~nd Cler. aheckerzy (73 Kine 
Street, Maidenhe.d). It was 2greca to ~ive = copy of the three prts 
of. the vook of Discipline to 211 #ricnus on their sccept-nce into 
membership. Bdz.r &. Cistlc spoke to us on Quaker Education. 
In DECEHEAER it wes re orted th:.t North Somcrset nc ‘ilts M.M. had 
accepted our certificate for Drucc 0. Litten, anc Midels Division of 

' a - . , . aye is ag ; \ | vigil : om 
Somersct that for Beatrice A. Abbatt (both wczdin:). o were ulead to 
accept into membership by convincemcnt Colin G. 2nd Sheil Fawectt 
(116 Shinficld Road, Keadin:). 
22s Oe aS CTA | oOo. ae 2 
In the absence of Marzeret Gillett, [cu .trice Saxon Snell acted .s Clerk 
and sarmold G. Joselin es assist-nt zt QeM. at acadings, 21.x.1l942. amon. 


routine business we cncorsed 2 minute of “itney M.M. cncournging the 
Yearly Meeting's Agenda Committee to expcriment further in inform:l 
zathcrings «t the time of Y.M. where subjects can be ciscussed in * w 
impossible in the larze zathcrinzs of the whole Yom .. Sugeestion of 
‘itney Mil. to heave Q.M. begin in the afternoon was felt to be imprsact- 
-~iceble at present. Henry T. Gillett spoke to < report of Home Servic. 
Committee members within the Q.M., calling attention to 2 passsze in the 
Book of Discipline edvisins Q.M.'s to consiaer regularty what is being 
done for the spirituel welfare of their members. iteports were ziven on 
Yearly Meeting. Arthur Johnstone spoke on thc centenary year of 
Sibforc School. 
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From Minute 4 of Q.M. “Marte Oslond-Hill has painted us a lively and encouraging 

ojcture of the Chine of to-day. 'he Chinesev poople have inherited humour and courage, 
place sbligations above rights, and rejoice over what is left rather than sorrew over 

what is taken away....eEducation is given cn important part in Chinese life, though it is 
not compulsary. Schools in the interior have been greatly incrocsed and the standard of 
teaching raised, Co-ecucation is taken 2s 2 mattor of course and education in China 

is not made 2 monoy-making proposition. A Chinese mon is nit considered educrted unless 
he js educated in heart as well as mind, and qualitics of heart are inculcated in the family 
circle before the child is of age to attond school. To this clean, gay, becuty-l-ving and 
creative race, Christian missionaries hove tried t. take the boauty of the Christian 
roligion. [hose of us who have the cpportunity to visit China must be prepared to take 
them of the very best jn our orn tradition and in Like monner to loorn of thom." 


LIBRARY NOTES AND GENERAL 


During the perisd april 1934 ts March 1935 a tetal of 88 books were borruved from the M.M- 
Library by 28 Friends and attenders. During the period April 1941 to Warch 1942, 313 boxks 
were Durrowed by 80 Friends and atienders. Even with this romarkoblo increosse in use, it 
is doubtful if Friends take full advantage of the facilities the Library offers. A 
Minute of Limerick U.M. dated First Month 16:6 rcocords that "they would cosire for it 
(the library) 2 more goneral interest in the minds of Friends, to hom they would also 
suggest the advantage thet all may derive from a knowledge of the early history of the 
Society of which we are mombers." BEATRICE SiXON SNELL (3 Cravon Road, Reading) is 
always ready to suggest suitable bovks on any given subject, and to send the following 
which have tcon recently added or will be added shortly (or any other books in the 
Library) by post to outlying Friends. 


Villiam Yistar C mf ort Stephen Grellott (bicgraphy of one of the most influential 
Guaker ministers of the carly ninctoonth contury,; 

C. Fe andrcws The Sermen on the M.unt 

Rufus Jones , Spirit in Man (The theme is tf *etorhal life that cpens ints 
the Life of Yod and shares jn the spiritucl tasks of 
His expanding creation";. 

ELLis Roberts H. R. L. Sheppard: Life and Letters 

G. M. LL. Vavies Xeligion and the quest for perc. 

Porcy @. Bartlett Guckers and the Christian Church 

He. G. “00d Christianity and Civilisetion (puts furward principles for 
2 Christian cc- pcerative commonwealth; 

Eric Fenn (editor; How Christians forship (Descriptions of the nature, history 
and different traditions of worship; 

H. H. Farmer Towards Belief jin God (A studicd but simply written answer 
to the guestion 'idhy believe in Gcd?!) 

Janet Yhitney Juhn Yoolman, quaker 

Thomas R. Kelly A Testament of Gevotion 

Royal Institute of Intcrnaticnal Affairs - Reconstruction and Relicf (deals with general 
and specific problems Likoly te face Europe) 

Royal Institute of International Affairs - Medical relicf in Eurspe (considers malnutrition, 
typhus, maleria and also murc permanent aspects of relict 

) work} 

Sidney Lucas (editor) The Quaker Message (an anthology of extracts from Guaker 

writings) 


Printed cards of dates of G.M. and MoM. will not be sent out this year. Uates are:- 
oh. © Saturday January 15 Oxford Saturday July 17 Oxford 
Tuesday April 20 Banbury Wednesday Uctcbor 20 Reading 


MoM. AlL,Yednesdays, except Uctober, which will be held on 2 Saturday. 

January 13 Roading 6 July 14 Reading 6 
February 10 Reading September 8 Reading 6 
March 10 Noading October 9 Maid nhead 3.30 
Aprit 14 Reading November 10 Reading 6 
May 12 Roading December 8 Noading 6 
June 9 Henley «30 : 


Lists of Elders, Overseers, etc. will be given in the next issue. keading P.M. has decided 
not to hold a Christmos Party this year, Edward Milligan will speak ot the January Reading 
Iroland. All Goud Wishes, , 


P.M. Picnic Lunch on his experiences in 


+ 


Yours sincerely, ACH 


Mi 


es '. NICHOLSON , Clerk of the M onthly Mecting. 


ty ia) ‘ 
Eryain ibe ‘i 
¥ iy Sac 12d toy —— , 


' : ae APES _ 
FRIENDS SERVICE COUNCIL « Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.Wele 
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} 24th August 1942 
TQ Members of the Council 
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Dear Friends: 

The next meeting of the COUNCIL will be held at Friends House 
ohn Thursday, Srd September, starting with a period of worship aft’ 
10 Otalook (business at 10,30), In addition to the usual items, the 
Agenda will comprise oonsideration of the India situation; latest 


news from the fields, including China & Europe; Post-War Service 
plans; Foreign Membership, ‘phi 


Yours sinosrely, 


PAUL D, STURGE, 
General Secretary, 


Gommittees to be held during Meeting for Sufferings week: 
None ay oist August 
Europe Comm 6@, Dem, Room 15 


) Wednesday, 2nd Sept, 
10,50 Thdia Room rere Finanoe 


12,15 For,Membership 17 oel5 Syria 
4400 Personal Service Room 17 


eee ord Saptember 
.2450 Pym, aff & General Papeete, Room 29 


PJT/ MB/24 68942 


FRIENDS SERVICE COUNCIL ~ Friends House, Euston Road, London, NeWele 
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To newly-appointed Council Members 


Dear Friends: 

IL am glad to learn that you have been appointed by London 
Yearly Meeting to serve on the Counoil for the next three years, 
If this is your first period of service I should like to give you a 
warm welcome, ahd trust that you will be able to attend the mestings, 
whioh are sua lly full of interest as they deal with various aspeots 
of Friends! work in other ogountries, They are held at 10,50 em, 
oh the Thursday before Meeting for Sufferings, about 8 times a year, 
preceded by half ah hour's devotional tim. 

T assume that you have seeh a copy of the Annual Report 
(LIFE GOES ON); if not, it will be sent on request. Should . there 
be any fields or parts of the service in whioh you are specially 
interested, or matters oh whioh you would like further information, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. There is a good sgeleotion 
of literature, which is at your disposal, We hope that you will 
be able to take an active share in the work of the Counoil and its 
Committees, ant if you feel drawn to any particular seotion I hope 
you will let me. know. I hope to see you on September eal plea ge 
mike yourself known to one of Us at the table. 7 
Yours gihoerely, 


PAUL D, STURGE, 
FIT/MB/24.8,42 General Seoretary, 


* 
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“SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 


READING MONTHLY MEETING 


Monthly Meetings in 1942 


Wednesday, January 14th 
Wednesday February 11th 
Wednesday, March 11th 
Wednesday, April 8th 
Wednesday, May 13th 
Wednesday, June 10th 
Wednesday, July &th 
Wednesday, September 9th 
Saturday, October 10th | 
Wednesday, November 11th 
Wednesday, December 9th 


“Quarterly Meetings in 1942 


Saturday, January 17th 

' Tuesday, April 21st 
Saturday, July 18th 
Wednesday, October 21st 


Reading 60> 

Reading 6-0 
Reading 9-30) 
Reading 6 0 
Reading 6-0 
Henley 3-30 
Reading 6-0) 
Reading 6-0 
Maidenhead 3-30 
Reading 5-30 
Reading 6-0 


Oxford 
Banbury 


Oxford 
Reading 


Are you interested in the 
Future of Society? 


Are you Right,Left,Centre or 
just d isillusioned? 


Whichever you are, the READING 
FORUM sends you a cordial invitation 
to be present at its third discussion 
on MONDAY, 30th.November,at«= 


The Society of Friends Institute, 
Church Street. ,Reading, 


a.t Te LSDeMe 
Spubjecti-«= 


DEMOCRACY and EDUCATION (2) 
A Re ligious Basis? 


Two short introductory speeches 
followed by 50 minutes' open 
discussion, 


Chairmanie C,E, Kemp,Esq., MA. 
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WARTIME LEAFLET 
Number 4 


FRIENDS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 


RELIEF WORK 


TABLE OF RELIEF WORK 


1919-30 Post-war relief service in Austria. 
France, Germany, Greece, Morocco, 
Poland, Russia (work of the’ War 
Victims’ Relief Committee, and 
Council for International Service.) 

1933-present day Relief work for Central European 
refugees in Great Britain (work of the 
Germany Emergency Committec). 
Work for non-Aryans also developed 
after 1933 at Friends’ Centres in 
Denmark, France and Holland. 

1933-37 Administration of funds in Vienna for 
Austrian workers and other sufferers 
from the civil war. 


1936-39 Relief in Spain during and following 
the civil war. 

1939-40 Relief among Polish refugees in 
Hungary and Roumania. 

1939-41 Relief for Chinese and European 


refugees in Shanghai. 
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FOREWORD 

Underlying Friends’ relief work there has always 
been the belief that it should not be a palliative but a 
reconciling force. For this reason Friends have sought to 
serve sufferers on both sides in any conflict. After 1918 
they were engaged in large scale child-feeding work in 
Germany and Austria, in reconstruction work in Poland, 
Russia and France : during the Spanish civil war children 
and other war victims benefited from Friends’ relief service 
whether they belonged to Nationalist or Republican Spain. 


The brotherhood of man cannot be demonstrated 
according to the limitations of political or national 
boundaries. Men must be free to help shape their own 
political destinies, but they are entitled first to the basic 
necessities of food and shelter. Friends try, where possible, 
to help those who, as refugees, have lost their homes and 
other ties to find fresh roots in common service together, 
in craft work and in the search for truth through wider 
knowledge. In conducting such work they have been 
brought in contact with high officials as well as with the 
victims of political systems, and in either sphere they have 
tried to bring a reconciling spirit to bear on the situation. 


No one can foresee what demands may be made on 
Friends for relief service in the future. Large scale relief 
may be administered by official bodies, or the collaboration 
of Friends may be sought by the governments con- 
cerned. As this leaflet shows, Friends’ relief service often 
takes the form of cultural and occupational work, rather 
tham purely material relief, and there is little doubt: that 
there will, im the future, be a place for more, intimate and 
personal work undertaken in the Quaker spirit. 
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Friends’ International Relief Work 
To-day 


HE Friends Service Council is the organ of 

London and Dublin Yearly Meeting for their 

service abroad. During recent years the 
Council has undertaken several outstanding pieces 
of relief work, notably in Spain and among Polish 
refugees. By the summer of 1940 both these 
projects were much curtailed and a Relief Com- 
mittee was set up to co-ordinate the work still in 
hand, and to allocate funds subscribed for relief 
purposes. 

Although the large scale work in Spain (see 
separate report) is closed down, much is still 
being done in France by American Friends for 
Spanish and other refugees. 

Relief work was also being done as part of 
Friends’ wider service, viz., at the Shanghai Centre 
until the Japanese war, whilst the F.S.C. col- 
laborates in the work of some other organisations. 
Grants have been made by the Relief Com- 
mittee to some of these organisations, and this 
leaflet gives some idea of the way in which the 
money has been used. 

Unless some emergency arises, the Council does 
not make special appeals for relief purposes. 
Friends and other supporters, however, frequently 
contribute to “ general relief work”, and it is 
work such as that sketched very briefly in this 
leaflet that such gifts help to make possible. 


FRANCE 
REFUGEE RELIEF 


Before the war France had already become the 
refuge of hundreds of thousands of refugees— 
German and Czech and, above all, Spanish, 
including a number of soldiers mutilated in the 
Spanish civil war. After the French armistice 
there were added to these, in unoccupied France, 
vast numbers from northern France and from 
Alsace Lorraine. 

he majority of these people are housed in 
camps which are in varying stages of habitability. 
In some the conditions are appalling. Ih one 


‘three 


centre over 5,000 people are housed in huts in 
a great plain swept by the “tramontane ” wind. 
Food is scarce and the daily death roll heavy. 
Medical supplies are lacking and the sick can only 
be cared for but cannot be properly treated. In 
some camps conditions are somewhat better, 
especially where the land can be cultivated and the 
internees can grow their own foodstuffs. 

The American Friends Service Committee has a 
staff of 175 American and Neutral workers who 
with the help of over 100 French workers, are 
supplementing rations in the camps, providing 
occupational facilities and attending to individual 
needs. Several hundreds of refugees were enabled 
to emigrate during 1941. 

In schools Friends are providing regular meals 
to 85,000 school children; similar meals are 
provided for 10,000 children in camps and 
colonies. The distribution of ten million vitamin 
doses benefited a quarter of a million children 
over a period of 7 weeks’ treatment. 

Plans have been made to continue the work 
throughout 1942, regardless of whether or not it 
is possible to obtain supplies from U.S.A. 

Work at the seven children’s colonies, begun 
before the armistice, provides complete care for 
750 children. Clothing is sent from America, 
while their health has been maintained through 
the regular supply of vitamins and, when possible, 
fruit and fresh vegetables. Howard Kershner, 
American Director of this work, writes: ‘‘ One 
must see the joy on the faces of the mothers and the 
happiness shown by the child when accepted for a colony, 
to understand what this service means” 


WoRK IN OCCUPIED FRANCE 


The Friends’ Centre in Paris has during the past 
year been providing free meals daily and the 
facilities of a medical clinic for some 30-40 
destitute refugees who are not cared for by any 
other organisation. In this work they receive 
help from the Secours National. 

French Friends are also providing comforts for 
British and other internees, some of whom have 
suffered severe privations. 
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FINLAND 


After the fighting between Finland and Russia 
in 1939, many Finnish people were left destitute. 

Without issuing an appeal, Friends received a 
number of gifts towards relief in Finland. {200 
was sent out for use at the discretion of Swedish 
Friends and a group of Finnish social workers. 
This money was used: towards a club room for 
Karelian refugees; for the training of those 
blinded through the war ; for establishing a home 
for elderly Russian women ; for grants to refugees 
from Central Europe, and to help the families of 
conscientious objectors. A further grant of {50 
was made by the Relief Committee in the Spring 
of 1941. American Friends also made grants. 


POLISH REFUGEES 


Towards the end of 1939, after a visit of investi- 
gation undertaken on behalf of the Anglo-Polish 
Society (now Polish Relief Fund) and Friends 
Service Council, the latter agreed to do relief 
work among the Polish refugees who fled to 
Hungary and Roumania. Some 100,000 Poles 
reached the two countries and in each case the 
Government of the country made itself respon- 
sible for their accommodation and maintenance, 
mainly in camps, under somewhat primitive 
conditions. 

The nine Friend representatives were able to do 
a great deal towards improving these conditions, 
and were particularly successful in setting up 
cultural and occupational centres in the camps. 
They also distributed large quantities of clothing, 
made available through a grant from the British 
Government. 

The political situation, in the summer of 1940, 
made it necessary for the withdrawal of all but 
two of these workers. Sydney and Joice Loch, 
who remained, were enabled by the Brisish 
Government to transfer some 500 politically com- 
promised Poles to Cyprus, but owing to war 
conditions in the Mediterranean they were moved 
on to Palestine in June, 1941. Some hundreds 
have since been transferred to Rhodesia, but 
Sydney and Joice Loch remain in Tel Aviv and 
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have helped to set up classes and occupational 
centres for adults, and a school fox the children. 

The British Government maintains the Poles, 
but the Friends Service Council is responsible 
for the maintenance of Sydney and Joice Loch 
and for the cost of the cultural work. 


SHANGHAI RELIEF 


Until the Japanese occupation of Shanghai, 
the Friends’ Centre there had many activities, not 
all of which can be mentioned here, but it is not 
known, at the time of going to print, to what 
extent this work is continuing. 

In addition to work for international under- 
standing and of Christian interpretation through 
meetings, study groups, etc., the staff have been 
engaged in child-welfare work, in running a 
Receiving Home for child waifs in the city, and 
have been responsible for the administration of 
relief for many thousands of refugees from 
Central Europe. 

The last mentioned group found their way to 
Shanghai as the only city in the world which would 
admit foreigners without a visa. These refugees 
often arrived destitute and friendless and with no 
means of earning a livelihood. The Shanghai 
Centre has been able to help a number of them 
through the distribution of clothing given by 
Friends in America and Australia, through advice 
regarding training and employment, by small 
gifts of money enabling people to live while they 
looked for work, but perhaps most often through a 
sympathetic understanding and counsel on 
personal problems. Among those placed in 
employment were a number of doctors. 


PORTUGAL 


American Friends have an administrative office 
at Lisbon which is mainly engaged in arranging 
travel facilities for European refugees en route 
to U.S.A. Some hundreds have been enabled to 
emigrate to U.S.A. and South America since the 
war began, and nearly 100 persons a month are 
interviewed at the office. 


SUX 


a a a eT Se ee - 


OTHER RELIEF SERVICE 

A limited amount of relief work is also continued 
from other Friends’ Centres on the Continent. 
From the Berlin Centre a number of individual 
cases of hardship are cared for, though all plans 
tor the emigration of refugees have stopped. In 
Holland similar work is done from the Amsterdam 
Centre, and Dutch Friends continue some work 
tor those in internment camps. 

Friends in Switzerland are co-operating in 
work for prisoners of war, and are taking 
part in the Schweizerische Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
fiir Kriegsbeschadigte Kinder, a committee for 
the care of children from France, Belgium and 
Greece. The Geneva Quaker Centre keeps in 
touch with the Central European Centres as well 
as with Great Britain and U.S.A., and two of their 
members paid a visit of investigation to un- 
occupied France in October, 1941. 

The Quaker Student Hostel at Geneva, housing 
up to 40 students of various nationalities, including 
some refugees, is seeking new premises owing to 
the Palais Wilson being commandeered by the 
government. During 1941 the Relief Committee 
of the F.S.C. allocated £165 for refugee scudents 
at the Hostel. 

From our London office the France Transfer 
Scheme has been operating since the beginning of 
1942, enabling people in this country to send 
gitts of money to needy friends or relatives in 
unoccupied France. American Friends administer 
this work at the France end. 


GRANTS TO OTHER BODIES 


The Relief Committee has made grants to the 
following bodies, whose activities are briefly 
indicated. 
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Work AMONG “ ALIENS 
The Aliens Section of the Germany Emergency 
Committee (of the Friends Service Council and 
Meeting for Sufferings) helps distressed people of 
other nationalities living in this country who are 
not refugees. 
The Committee is in touch with men and women 


from over twenty countries and has given advice 
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to over 1,200 individuals. The most important 
work is for those in camps and prisons, and 
includes personal visitation, the provision of 
occupations, and the general questions of the wel- 
fare and conditions of the detainees. Books, 
tools and clothes are supplied, but it is the personal 
visitation that is most appreciated. 


WaR REFUGEES IN GREAT BRITAIN 


The International Commission for War Refugees 
in Great Britain (10, Woburn Square, Lomdon, 
W.C.1) is concerned with the welfare of foreign 
war refugees in this country. It has four country 
hostels accommodating 240 mothers and children 
of Belgian, French and other nationalities. Two 
hostels have also been opened for mothers and 
children from Plymouth and Hull, and two 
farm colonies for British and refugee children. 

The Commission has a warehouse in London, 
staffed mainly by conscientious objectors, where 
gifts of clothing from America are unpacked, 
sorted and distributed. 

Personal help and advice are also provided for 


Spanish refugees who have come to this country 
since the outbreak of war, and the Commission 
has taken over the guardianship of the older 
Basque boys and girls from the National Joint 
Committee for Spanish relief. 


BASQUE CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE 


Grants made to this Committee have been for 
the purpose of enabling the emigration to America 
of Basque children in this country, mainly to join 
their parents or other relatives in Cuba, Chile or 
Argentine. 


WorK AMONG ARMENIAN AND GREEK REFUGEES 


Donations have been sent by the Relief 
Committee to Anna M. Burgess, for the work 
among Armenian and Greek refugees which she 
has been doing for a number of years. 


February, 1942 
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A QUAKER 
INTERNATIONAL 
CENTRE 


IN LONDON 
I 


premises at 
37, GORDON SQUARE 
LONDON, W.C.! 


‘‘ Christ's Kingdom is the joyful world 
of the new life. Ours is to build that 
Kingdom by the grace of an Eternal God ; 
to build it divinely but also in the very 
human sense of expressing goodwill, courage, 
service, and a great friendship—for the 
Kingdom is an integral one, touching all 
life and all circumstance where ‘ nothing 
that is human is contemptible” and all 
souls have a divine value. And Friends 
know that, at the end, ‘All is well, for the 
Seed of God reigns over all.’ °' 


Carl Heath in The Quaker Centre. 


A QUAKER INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 
IN LONDON... .. its origin and _ purpose 


URING the past twenty-five years— 
LD since the War of 1914-l18—the Society 

of Friends has realized that it is more 
than an Anglo-American sect ; it has become 
a world community of Friends. 


A vision of ** Quaker Embassies ’’ conceived 
during the last war resulted in the develop- 
ment of a series of International Centres on 
the Continent and in some Eastern countries. 
These Centres were run on a co-operative 
international basis, with representatives from 
British and American Friends’ service organisa- 
tions working with those appointed by the 
national Yearly Meeting (executive body). 
British and American Friends have now had 
to withdraw their workers from the European 
Centres, but still support the latter where 
possible, and maintain contacts, whilst the 
national groups continue the Centre work 
conscious of being part of the wider inter- 
national Quaker life. 


But although international contacts in 
Central Europe are for the moment curtailed, 
an unmeasured opportunity exists in Great 
Britain. The men and women of many nations 
at present in this country include a number 
who share deeply the Quaker approach to 
present-day problems. In several parts of this 
country such people are already in touch 
with local Quaker groups for exchange of 
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thought and for common study and service. 
In London the opportunities are unique, and 
after much preliminary consideration and 
planning since the spring of 1941, an Inter- 
national Quaker Centre has been opened in 
London, having premises at 37, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1, close to Friends House. 


This centre is different in character from 
those on the continent, in that the home 
Yearly Meeting is numerically very strong, 
and the opportunities of collaboration with 
actual members of the Society of Friends from 
other national groups are necessarily limited. 
On the other hand, the common basis of work 
is not changed by these facts. The field of 
collaboration may well be wider, as others 
are drawn into the work of the Centre because 
they share with us a ‘‘ concern for all that is 
worthy '’, and desire to associate with us on 
such a basis. Many enough are approaching 
the problems of European reconstruction on 
the levels of nationalism, of self-interest, and 
of a material valuation of life. While expert 
knowledge and accurate diagnosis are needed, 
our approach begins with the living human 
relationships which are involved in such 
problems, and is concerned with the fellowship 


needed by human beings with one another in 
the life of God. 


The new Centre is thus far more than a 
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building or a rendezvous. It is primarily a 
concerned group of people with a home to be 
shared with those who need or care to 
share it. This group wishes to establish 
individual contacts with people of various 
national groups, and thus to work from the 
Outset across national boundaries. In these 
contacts they wish to promote a true and 
informed understanding of the contributions 
of the various national cultures, and of the 
problems which each nation faces for itself or 
presents to others. Friends believe that it is 
in the proper use of such differences, rather 
than in ignoring and undervaluing them, that 
human life can become integrated. Thus they 
speak of peace-making and of reconciliation in 
the setting of an integrated and harmonious 
life—not in terms of an imposed uniformity. 
In such an atmosphere the group wishes to 
arrange for opportunities of corporate study 
of the many problems which must be faced 
in seeking a spiritual basis for European 
reconstruction, and in the attempt to con- 
tribute towards a truer order of life. It is 
hoped that such study may include oppor- 
tunities for more intensive research as the 
Centre develops, and as groups are drawn 
together who desire specially to fit themselves 
for future service in their own or other 
countries. It is hoped also in such ways as 
these to relate more closely the emergency 
relief service undertaken by the Society of 
Friends and its more permanent international 
service. 


No rigid lines are being laid down. The 
manner of working will develop as the needs 


4 


are seen. It is thought that the London 
centre may be only one of similar develop- 
ments elsewhere. Nor is it expected that 
members of the Society alone will be closely 
concerned in the inner working of the Centre. 
On the contrary, it is hoped and expected that 
some of the many of those with whom contact 
is already established will be drawn to take 
their right place in the venture. The life of 
the world community of Friends has for long 
drawn around itself a wider fellowship among 
those who may have no need or desire to 
enter into actual membership. The strength 
of such fellowship has already been proved. 
Its essential basis lies in trust, in a growing 
understanding, and in a shared service of 
human need in the family whose Father is the 
living God. 


December , 1941 


FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 


(QUAKERS) 


37, GORDON SQUARE 
LONDON, W.C.I. 


Telephone: EUSton 5648 
Resident Wardens: David & Brigit Hodgkin 


Those seeking further information as to the various 

activities, including Study and Discussion Groups, 

held at this Centre, and others who may be 

interested in the international life and service of 

the Society of Friends, are invited to get into touch 
with the Wardens. 
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ANNUAL REPORT, 1941-42* 


Tue central task of the National Peace Council is to 
promote public understanding and acceptance of the 
conditions of a positive and enduring peace. It is the 
Council’s responsibility to pursue that task in season and 
out of season and in wartime—so far as is practically 
possible—not indifferently to but independently of the 
changes in the war situation. But the carrying out of the 
task is affected by the changing circumstances of the war— 
or at least by the reaction of the public mind to them—and 
in the year under review citcumstances combined to 
encourage and facilitate the work which the Council is 
endeavouring to do. The year coincided with the shifting 
of the main focus of the war to Russia and the consequential 
lessening of tension elsewhere and with the development 
of official and unofficial concern for post-war problems 
which was reflected in the Atlantic Charter, the Anglo- 
Soviet Pact of June, 1941, Mr. Eden’s conversations in 
Moscow in December, 1941, the Lease-Lend Agreement 
between Britain and the U.S.A. of February, 1942, and 
the numerous forward-looking declarations made 

Ministers—especially on the other side of the Atlantic. 


The Peace Aims Conference 


The Council can be said to have taken advantage of 
these more favourable circumstances for the carrying out 
of its tasks. As far as the work of public education on the 
problem of Peace Aims is concerned the centre of this 
activity remained the Peace Aims Conference—the influen- 
tial standing body set up at the outbreak of the war to 
give leaders in the various organisations opportunities of 
consultation, from time to time, on the various aspects of 
reconstruction and peace. The Conference held five 
meetings as under in the period covered by this Report : 


May 23rd, 1941. Discussion in London on “ The 
Shape of the New Europe ” in which introductory addresses 


* This Report covers the period May, 1941 —Abpril, 1942. 
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were made by Mr. Wenzel Jaksch (Sudetenland), Senator de 
Brouckere (Belgium), M. Henri Hauck (France), Count Jan 
Balinski-Jundzill (Poland), Mrs. Liba Ambrosova (Czecho- 
slovakia), and Mr. G. O. G. Iuetkens. 


July 11th—14th, 1941. Discussions at St. Hilda’s 
College, Oxford, on The Contemporary Crisis ; Economic 
and Social Policies; Germany and her Neighbours ; 
Education and the Present Crisis ; A new Political Order ? ; 
The Indian Problem; in which the following (among 
others) participated: Sir Arthur Eddington, Mr. Kenneth 
Ingram, Mr. Frederick W. Smith, Dr. Maxwell Garnett, 
the Bishop of Birmingham, Mr. Wilfred Wellock, Mrs. 
Duncan Harris, Mr. Carl Heath, Dame Katherine Furse, 
Lady Parmoor, Dame Elizabeth Cadbury, Mr. E. J. 
Bukatzsch, Dr. Ladislav Feierabend (Czechoslovakia), 
Mr. John McNair, Mr. H. H. Elvin, Mr. C. W. Guillebaud, 
Mrs. Barbara Wootton, Mr. St. John Reade, Dr. G. P. 
Gooch, Dr. C. E. M. Joad, Mr. Kingsley Martin, Prof. 
G. W. Keeton, Mr. Leonard Stein, Mr. Edgar B. Castle, 
The Master of Balliol and Mr. C. Roden Buxton. Pamphlets 
issued as a result of the Conference are referred to under 
publications. 


September 11th, 1941. Discussion in London on the 
Kight-Point Declaration of President Roosevelt and Mr. 
Winston Churchill (The Atlantic Charter) over which 
Mr. H. H. Elvin presided and to which introductory 
contributions were made by Prof. E. H. Carr and Mr. 
Kingsley Martin. 


January 9th—12th, 1942. Discussions at St. Hilda’s 
College, Oxford, on the Peace Aims problem with par- 
ticular relation to the position and responsibilities of the 
British Commonwealth and Empire ; Dominion Economic 
and Political problems ; Colonial Economic and Political 
Problems ; India ;—in which the following (among others) 
took part: Mr. G. D. H. Cole, Mr. Paul L. Yates, Mr. 
W. S. Kelly (Australia), Prof. Norman Bentwich, the Rev. 
Henry Carter, Dr. Rita Hinden, Dr. W. Arthur Lewis, 
Mr. Creech Jones, M.P., Mr. W. Horsfall Carter, Mr. 
Krishna Menon, Miss Agatha Harrison, Sir Arthur 
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Eddington, Mr. H. H. Elvin, Miss Muriel Lester, Mr. 
Horace G. Alexander and Dr. Edward Thompson. One 


pamphlet issued as a result of the Conference is referred 
to elsewhere. 


March 9th, 1942. Discussion in London on the 
problem of “ Food Relief for occupied Europe ” in which 
introductory addresses were given by Mr. Dingle Foot, 
M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare), Miss Edith M. Pye and Mr. Roy Walker. These 


introductory addresses were subsequently issued in 
pamphlet form. 


Public Conferences 


The Council held two successful and well-attended 
public Conferences during the year under review. At the 
Aeolian Hall, London, on November 7th and 8th, 1941, 
the theme was “The British Commonwealth and the 
U.S.A. in the post-war world ”’, and introductory speeches 
wete made by Miss Vera Brittain, Mr. Willard Connely 
(Director of the American Universities Union in Great 
Britain) and Prof. George Catlin on The Cultural and 
Psychological Aspects ; by Miss Barbara Ward (Honorary 
Secretary of “The Sword of the Spirit’ movement) and 
Mr. C. J. Hitch on The Economic Factors ; by Prof. A. L. 
Goodhart and Mr. H. N. Brailsford on The Political and 
Constitutional Issues; and by Prof. Denis Saurat, Senor 
S. de Madariaga and Mr. H. D. Liem (China) on The 
implications for the rest of the world. Sir Arthur Edding- 
ton, Prof. Norman Bentwich and Mr. H. H. Elvin shared 
the responsibilities of Chairmanship. 

The second Conference dealt with the parallel question 
of “ Britain and Russia in the new world order ” and was 
one of the most stimulating and largely-attended gatherings 
arranged by the Council in recent years. It was held in 
Friends House, London, on April roth and 11th, 1942: 
four sessions were devoted to The Religious Question ; 
The Cultural Aspects; The Economic Factors and The 
Political Issues. Among those taking part either as 
introductory speakers or in the general discussion were 
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Prof. John Macmurray, Prof. Harold Laski, Mr. J. Middle- 
ton Murry, Mr. E. F. Carritt, Prof. S. Konovalov (in 
charge of Russian studies at Oxford and Birmingham), 
Mr. Andrew Rothstein (of the Tass Agency), Dr. Evgheny 
Lampert (formerly of the Russian Theological Academy 
in Paris), Mr. Maurice Dobb, Mr. Arthur G. Marshall, 
Mr. George Glasgow, Sir John Maynard and Prof. Arthur 
Newell. The chairmanship was shared by Lord Horder, 
Prof. Norman Bentwich, the Rev. Henry Carter and Mr. 
H. H. Elvin. 

Both Conferences were attended by a large number of 
representatives of national and local organisations as well 
as by individual visitors, and in the second Conference 


at Friends House one thousand persons attended one or 
more of the sessions. 


Other Activities 


Apart from the work of the Peace Aims Conference 
and the Public Conferences, the Council continued its 
general effort to guide and stimulate public opinion on the 
question of peace aims and to encourage the Government 
to formulate and develop a constructive policy and pro- 
eramme. In June, 1941, a new statement of Council 
policy entitled “The War and the Peace” was issued 
following extended discussions in a special Committee 
and since that time some twenty-two thousand copies of 
this document have been distributed in leaflet form. The 
statement was also circulated in folder form with an 
invitation to local organisations to endorse its terms, and a 
considerable number of endorsements by local bodies of 
all kinds—treligious, political, industrial and cultural— 
have since been received. In August, 1941, the Executive 
Committee issued and subsequently printed a preliminary 
comment on the Roosevelt-Churchill Eight-Point Declara- 
tion and later—as the report on Publications indicates—a 
fuller commentary on the Declaration was issued in 
pamphlet form. 

The Council and its Executive Committee continued 
to make representations to the Government or to individual 
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Ministers on particular issues as occasion required, usually 
sending information of these approaches to the Press and to 
associated national and local organisations inviting sup- 
potting action. On July 24th, 1941, a letter was sent to 
the Prime Minister regretting the terms of his statement 
at the County Hall, London, on July 14th in regard to the 
air bombing policy of the Government. In December, 
1941, a letter was addressed to Mr. R. A. Butler, Minister of 
Education, urging that any training following on the 
registration of boys of 16-18 should be free from militarisa- 
tion and based on teaching in the principles of citizenship. 
Earlier in the same month a telegram was sent to Mr. 
Bevin, the Minister of Labour, urging the insertion of a 
conscience clause in the Act extending compulsory service 
to women. 


India 


Special reference should be made to the Council’s | 
part in promoting an understanding of the importance of 
the Indian claim for freedom and of the urgent need for 
reaching 2 constructive agreement, since this matter was 
constantly before the Council and its Executive Com- 
mittee throughout the year. The Council made frequent 
representations to the Secretary of State, Mr. Amery ; 
particular attention was paid to India in the discussions of 
the Peace Aims Conference at Oxford in July, 1941, and 
January, 1942, and in January a special meeting was held 
following the Conference proper to consider ways and 
means of strengthening the action of unofficial bodies in 
this country concerned to promote an Indian settlement. 
As a sesult of this meeting the Executive Committee of 
the Council set up a Liaison Committee of organisations 
upon which the India League, the India Conciliation Group, 
the Women’s International League, the Friends’ Peace 
Committee, the Union of Democratic Control, the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Fellowship of Reconciliation are 
represented and which met on two occasions before the 
close of the year under review. In February, 1942, the 
Council submitted to Sir Cecil Graves, Director of the 
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B.B.C., certain specific proposals for the improvement and 
development of broadcasting as between Britain and India. 


Food Relief 


Some special notice should be given, too, to the work 
of the Council in relation to the problem of Food Relief in 
Europe. Reference has already been made to the discus- 
sion in the Peace Aims Conference in March, 1942. 
Representations—particularly with reference to Greece— 
were made from time to time to the succeeding Ministers 
of Economic Warfare—Mr. Hugh Dalton and the Earl of 
Selborne—and reports made of this action to the Press. 
The Director attended in a personal capacity a preparatory 
Conference summoned by the Bishop of Chichester which 
resulted in the setting-up of a National Committee on this 
question. 


Publications 


Seven numbers of the Council’s bi-monthly bulletin, 
Peace Aims, which is edited by Mr. Robert Donington, 
were issued during the year and the paper steadily increased 
its circulation and the appreciation it evokes for its able 
and stimulating digests and surveys of the development of 
public discussion on the many aspects of the problem of 
peace aims. The following eels of major articles in the 
paper during the year will indicate the comprehensiveness 
of the themes with which the Editor has dealt : 


Battle for Freedom on the Home Front. 
(April-May, 1941) 
Blue Prints for a Possible New Europe 
(Proposals from the Economic end). 
(April-May, 1941) 


Democracy Positive. (June, 1941) 

Social Reform in Britain now. (June, 1941) and 
(July, 1941) 

The Constructive Attitude. (July-August, 1941) 

Social Reform. (July-August, 1941) 


The Future of the German People. (July—August, 1941) 
A Great Opening for the Peace Movement. 
(The Atlantic Charter). (Sept.—Oct., 1941) 
British Reactions to the Eight Points. 
(Sept.—Oct., 1941) 
World Peace from World War? (Jan.—Feb., 1942) 


The Future Shape of Europe. (Jan.—Feb., 1942) 
Retribution or Reconciliation ? (Jan.—Feb., 1942) 
India for the Indians. (Mar.—April, 1942) 


Future Relations of the Continents. (Mar.—April, 1942) 


At the close of the year the Council had begun the 
preparation of a new Supplement to the Peace Year Book with 
the intention of including a largely-extended directory of 
organisations concerned in problems of peace and recon- 
struction as well as the usual lists of publications on 
international affairs issued in the previous fifteen months. 

The main publishing of the Council during the year 
was again concerned with the series of Peace Aims 
Pamphlets of which five titles were issued as follows :— 


The Present Crisis and the Spirit of Man. Carl Heath. No. 7. 
A New Order for Germany. G.Q.G. Luetkens. No. 8. 


The Atlantic Charter. (The Text, A Commentary and a 
Study Outline.) No. 9. 


The British Commonwealth and the U.S.A. in the post-var 
world. “Various Authors. No. to. 


Freedom for Colonial Peoples. Dr. Rita Hinden, Mr. 
Creech Jones, M.P., W. Arthur Lewis. No. 11. 


With the exception of Ie Astlantic Charter all these 
pamphlets were based on addresses given to the Peace Aims 
Conference or to public Conferences arranged by the 
Council. The series of Peace Aims Pamphlets, as a whole, 
secured increasing recognition as the year proceeded and 
have come to be accepted as providing some of the most 
constructive and authoritative material that is available 
for the discussion of current and post-war problems 
affecting the organisation of peace. Over 17,000 copies 
of the eleven available pamphlets were distributed during 
the year. Reference has already been made to the printed 


8 


statements, Ie War and the Peace and the preliminary 
comment on The Atlantic Declaration. 

Apart from the numerous and normal circulars to 
members of the Council, afhliated and associated bodies, 
members of the Peace Aims Conference and local corres- 
pondents, etc., the following stencilled memoranda were 
also issued in the twelve months under review : 


The Shape of the New Europe. May, 1941. (Report of 
pe Meeting of the Peace Aims Conference.) 


Report of the Oxford Peace Aims Conference. July, 1941. 


The position and responsibility of the British Commonwealth 
in the changing world situation. (Report of the 
Oxford Peace Aims Conference.) January, 1942. 


Finance 


It is a matter for satisfaction that the Council was 
broadly able to maintain its financial position during the 
year but there was a fairly substantial drop in income from 
donations ¢nd subscriptions—no doubt inevitable in view 
of increasing taxation, etc.—and the slight improvement 
in the position at the end of the year was only achieved 
by bringing in the first proceeds of the Special Appeal to 
which reference is made later in this report. Actually the 
gross income stood at £3,035 (compared with {2,500 in 
the previous year), gross expenditure at {2,951 ({2,419 in 
the previous year) and indebtedness was {719 as compared 
with {819 at the beginning of the year. One gratifying 
feature of the accounts is the income from the sale of 
publications which amounted to {284 as compared with 
£164 in 1940-1 and {121 in 1939-40. Experience has 
shown that an approximate additional income of £700— 
£800 a year (over the average of the last five years) is 
required to enable the Council to fulfil its responsibilities 
with reasonable completeness and efficiency and it is one 
of the express aims of the Special Appeal to provide this 
increase over the ensuing three years. But obviously it is 
essential to maintain as much as possible of the existing 
income of the Council and every effort must be made to 
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confine the falling-off of subscriptions to the lowest possible 
figure. This becomes additionally necessary in view of 
the Council’s decision to make somewhat larger provision 
in the budget of 1942-3 to cover better office accommoda- 
tion and the development and improvement of the Council’s 
general services, particularly on the information side. 

The Special Appeal to which reference has been made 
was an Appeal for a Peace Aims Campaign Fund of £5,000 
which was made in the names of the officers including the 
Vice-Presidents, together with Mr. T. Edmund Harvey, 
M.P., Mr. Wilfred Littleboy and Mr. H. Graham White, 
M.P. and was first issued in January, 1942. Up to the end 
of the year under notice approximately £630 had been 
given or promised in response to this Appeal, and some 
12,500 copies of the Appeal had been distributed. It is 
intended to maintain the distribution of the Special Appeal 
over an indefinite period and as an integral part of the 
work of the office, with a view to the raising from this 
source of an additional income per year of {1,000 over the 
three years beginning in January, 1942. The utmost 
co-operation of friends and associates of the Council in 
achieving this aim is earnestly solicited. 


Contacts Abroad 


It has remained impossible naturally to re-open 
contacts with organisations and individuals in many parts 
of the world, and particularly in Europe, but, despite 
difficulties of communication, the Council has sought to 
strengthen its regular contacts with parallel organisations 
in the United States and the Dominions. Regular cor- 
respondence and an exchange of documents is now main- 
tained with some thirty organisations in the United States, 
Canada, Australia, S. Africa, New Zealand and India. In 
the Autumn of 1941 the Council received a formal and 
cordial invitation from the National Peace Conference (the 
representative body for the peace and international groups 
in the U.S.A.) to send to the United States at the earliest 
opportunity a small delegation for the consideration of 
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problems of mutual interest affecting peace aims and world 
reconstruction and settlement after the war and with 
particular reference to the possibility of a more effective 
co-operation between the respective bodies on both sides 
of the Atlantic. This invitation was warmly accepted in 
principle but it had not proved possible to obtain the 
necessary travel facilities for the delegation by March, 1942, 
when it was decided to postpone any possible meeting 
until the Autumn of that year. 


Conclusion 


The Council gratefully acknowledges the continued 
support which it has received from its national and local 
affiliated organisations and from the body of local cor- 
respondents and subscribers in all parts of the country. 
The office has continued to supply speakers for Conferences 
and meetings, and the Director has himself addressed 
meetings during the year in a number of centres including 
Maidstone, Hampstead, Guildford, Stroud, Cheltenham, 
Enfield, Chichester, Horsham, Birmingham, Reading, 
Welwyn Garden City, London (Friends House), Manchester 
and Dorking. No change was made in the personnel of 
the office during the year. Valuable assistance was given 
by voluntary workers from time to time—especially by 
Mr. E. V. Rogers and (at the end of the year) by Mr. John H. 
Parkes, both of whom are now giving virtually full-time 
assistance to the Council on a voluntary basis. 


HERBERT H. ELvin, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee. 


GERALD BAILEY, 
Durector. 


June 29th, 1942. 
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NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
AFFILIATED TO THE COUNCIL 


Baptist PActFist FELLOWSHIP. 

BoEKE TRUST. 

CHRISTIAN AUXILIARY MOVEMENT. 

CiviL SERVICE CLERICAL ASSOCIATION. 

COMRADESHIP OF THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR HoLIpDAy HoMEs. 

Co-OPERATIVE HoxtpaAys ASSOCIATION. 

ETHICAL UNION. 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS. 

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. 

FELLOWSHIP OF YOUTH. 

FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL. 

FRIENDS PEACE COMMITTEE. 

HoLiDAY FELLOWSHIP, LTD. 

INLAND REVENUE STAFF FEDERATION. 

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION LEAGUE. 

INTERNATIONAL PAX PLAYERS. 

INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FELLOWSHIP. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAMPING TOURS. 

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICE FOR PEACE. 

JewisH PEACE SOCIETY. 

LONDON CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY. 

MeEtTHOopIst SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT. 

NATIONAL AMALGAMATED UNION OF SHOP _ ASSISTANTS, 
W AREHOUSEMEN AND CLERKS. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLMASTERS. 

New ZEALAND PEACE COUNCIL. 

NORTHERN FRIENDS PEACE BOARD. 

PEACE Book Cus. 

PEACE PLEDGE UNION. 

PROGRESSIVE LEAGUE (F.P.S.I.). 

RAILWAY CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION. 

SOCIETY FOR RESEARCH IN EDUCATION. 

SOCIETY OF CATHOLIC FRIENDS. 

STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT. 

UNION OF DEMOCRATIC CONTROL. 

UNION OF Post OFFICE WORKERS. 

UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN PEACE FELLOWSHIP. 

VEGETARIAN SOCIETY. 

WOMEN’S CO-OPERATIVE GUILD. 

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE. 

WORKERS TRAVEL ASSOCIATION, LTD. 


In addition to the bodies formally affiliated, the Council has the 
active co-operation of a number of other national organisations. 
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PEACE ~~ AIMS “PRM REETS 


INDIA: 1939-1942. 
An objective record of the chief developments in the Indian situation from 
September, 1939, up to and including the Cripps Mission. Prepared by 
AGATHA HARRISON and GERALD BAILEY. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. 14 


FOOD RELIEF FOR OCCUPIED EUROPE : 
DINGLE FOOT, M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare), Miss EDITH M. PYE and ROY WALKER. 
NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. 13 


BRITAIN AND RUSSIA: THE FUTURE 
Professor H. J. LASKI, Professor JOHN MACMURRAY, LORD HORDER, 
J. MIDDLETON MURRY, MAURICE DOBB, Professor S. KONOVALOYV, E. F. 
CARRITT, ANDREW ROTHSTEIN, Dr. EVGHENY LAMPERT and others. 
ONE SHILLING and THREEPENCE (postage I4d.) (1942) No. 12 


FREEDOM FOR COLONIAL PEOPLES 
Dr. RITA HINDEN, Dr. W. ARTHUR LEWIS, Professor NORMAN BENTWICH 
and A. CREECH JONES, M.P. 
NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. II 


THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND THE U.S.A. IN THE POST- 
WAR WORLD 
Senor de MADARIAGA, Professor DENIS SAURAT, Professor A. L. GOOD- 
HART, Miss BARBARA WARD, H. N. BRAILSFORD, WILLARD CONNELY, 
Professor GEORGE CATLIN, H. D. LIEM, Miss VERA BRITTAIN and others. 
ONE SHILLING (postage 2d.) (1942) No. 10 


THE ATLANTIC CHARTER — THE ROOSEVELT - CHURCHILL 
DECLARATION A point-by-point Commentary and study outline. 
FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 9 


A NEW ORDER FOR GERMANY 
G. O. G. LUETKENS. THREEPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 8 


THE PRESENT CRISIS AND THE SPIRIT OF MAN 
CARL HEATH. THREEPENCE (postage !d.) (1941) No. 7 


THE SPIRITUAL BASIS OF PEACE 
Dr. HERBERT G. WOOD, RITCHIE CALDER and Professor NORMAN BENT- 
WICH. SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 6 


THE ECONOMIC REVOLUTION 
Professor HAROLD J. LASKI, WILFRED WELLOCK and P. W. MARTIN. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 5 


THE FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
Professor E. H. CARR and Senor S. de MADARIAGA. 
FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 4 


LEAGUE AND FEDERATION 
GERALD BAILEY, M.A. TWOPENCE (postage Id.) (1940) No. 3 


THE NEW WORLD ORDER 
H. G. WELLS, Senor S. de MADARIAGA, J. MIDDLETON MURRY and Dr. 
Cc. E. M. JOAD. FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1940) No. 2 


WHAT KIND OF PEACE : 
Sir NORMAN ANGELL, G. D. H. COLE, Rev. HENRY CARTER, W. ARTHUR 
LEWIS, Mrs. BARBARA WOOTTON and others. 
ONE SHILLING (postage 2d.) (1940) No. | 


® 
PEACE YEAR BOOK, 1942 ONE SHILLING (postage 1I4d.) 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C.| 
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PEACE AIMS DOCUMENTS 


The National Peace Council has begun publication of 
a series of PEACE AIMS DOCUMENTS similar in 
form to and complementary with the Peace Aims 
Pamphlets. The DOCUMENTS will gather together 
in concise form the texts of official and unofficial 
treaties, declarations, manifestoes, etc., bearing on 
problems of post-war settlement and _ reconstruction. 


FIRST THREE ISSUES 


(Provisional Titles) 


|. ALLIED PEACE AIMS 
The Atlantic Charter—The Anglo-Soviet Pact— 
The Mutual Aid Agreement—The United Nations 
Pact—I|.L.0. Conference Resolutions, etc., etc. 


2. BRITISH PEACE AIMS 


Speeches on Post-war problems by Eden, Cripps, 
Lyttleton, Bevin, Jowitt, Halifax, etc., ete. 


3. AMERICAN PEACE AIMS 
Speeches on Post-war problems by Roosevelt, 
Cordell Hull, Henry Wallace, Sumner Welles, 
J. G. Winant, etc., etc. 


Full particulars from 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
144, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.I. 


WT... Wa 2ohiendiccuaatiindalietion 


an indispensable guide 


@ [here is—rightiy—widespread interest in the 

problem of Peace Aims, in the nature of 
the new social and international order which it 
is hoped to see emerging from the war. These 
questions form the subject of a continuous flow 
of books, pamphlets, articles and speeches. 


@ Jhose who are interested in public affairs 

and desire to keep in touch with this 
development of public opinion but are too busy 
to read more than a tithe of the published 
material will value the PEACE AIMS BULLETIN 
of the National Peace Council, which provides 
a regular 8-page survey of written and spoken 
opinion on these matters. 


@ Ihe BULLETIN is edited by Robert Donington, 
who was co-author (with Barbara Donington) 


of The Citizen Faces War, published by Gollancz 
in... 82> 


A specimen copy will be sent gladly on request. 


Subscription for twelve issues : 2s. 6d. post free. 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
144, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.1. 


Printed by The Hereford Times Ltd. (7.U. all depts.), London and Hereford. 
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FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 


—_—— — oor reer 


EUSton 5648 57 Gordon Square, 
We. Ce. l. 


You are cordially invited to attend 
a course of 15 lectures on 


MODERN RELIGIOUS THINKERS 


Every fortnight on Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
Chairmang- YARL HEATH. 


SOREN KIERKEGAARD - Rov. Gwylim 0. Griffith 
(of Wylde Green, B'ham) 


FRIEDRICH von HUGEL Miss Maud Petre 
(a colleague & friend of 
the late Baron v. Hiigel) 
KARL BARTH Ludwig Horlbog 
(formerlfy studying under 


Karl Barth) 
MIGUEL de UNAMUNO Domingo Ricart 
(formerly lecturer in 
Church History in Barcelona) 
NICOLAS BERDYAEV Dr. Ge Go Kullman 


(friend of N. Berdyaev) 


RUDOLF OTTO John W. Harvey 
(Professor of Philosophy, 
Leeds University. Trans- 
lator of DAS HEILIGE by 
Rudolf Otto 


The succeeding talks will be on: Jaques Maritain, Emil Brunner, 
Martin Buber Karl Heim 
Anders Nygren John Oman 


These lectures are free, though contributions (up to 5/-) towards the 
expenses will be welcome. 

Further particulars of the Centre and its other arrangements will 
gladly be sent on application. 


DH/MB/12.9.42 
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18, STRELLEY Roap, 
SHEFFIELD, 8. 


19-11-42. 


DEAR SIR or MADAM, 


Following a letter to “The Times”’ of 29th October, 1938, 
signed by many leaders of opinion in Britain—including 
T. Edmund Harvey, M.P. for Combined Northern Universities, 
H. G. Wells and the then Archbishop of York—a conference 
was held in December, 1938, at which the celebrated Spanish 
internationalist, Senor S. de Madariaga, was present. 


As ‘ar result the following Statement was issued— 


(1) Permanent Peace depends. on the establishment of right 
relations between men, nations and the world as a whole. 


(2) Ultimately the interests of the Citizen, the Nation and 
Mankind are identical. 


(3) In order to secure the acceptance of this principle in 
practical affairs, a group of people interested are con- 
sidering setting up an organisation to :— 


(a) Promote the recognition of World Unity by 
all available means, especially through existing edu- 
cational channels ; 


(b) Co-operate with any other organisations through- 
out the world which have a similar object ; 


(c) Encourage frequent international contacts be- 
tween individuals and communities that have common 
vocational or cultural interests, and, possibly, 


» (d) Establish a centre of information where a list 
of speakers would be available and literature provided 
and recommended. 


Since that Conference valuable spade work has been done 
for World Unity by voluntary adherents and particularly by 
its Hony. General Secretary, Mr. D. Caradry Jones, Lecturer 
on Social Statistics in the University of Liverpool and author 


of several standard works on his subject. Several further 
Conferences have been held and practical plans for post-war 
settlements discussed. 


Now, as the War approaches its desired end, the need for 
more intensive organisation of all sympathisers becomes more 
urgent. We must win this Peace or endure again either actual 
warfare of sorts of what will be just as deadly, the fear of 
conflicts. 


The present methods of the Movement are :— 


1. The whole country has- been divided into suitable 
areas, each with its own Hony. Secretary or 
Correspondent. 


2. Each W.U. Movement Division shall act as a 
Federating Body for all sympathising individuals 
and organisations in its area. This function is 
all-important as Unity for action is as necessary 
in our organisations as in the wider World. 


3. As to other functions and needs, such as propaganda, 
finance, etc., each Division is free to make its own 
arrangements, subject, in the matter of finance, to 


a central audit. ? 


May I, as Hony. Correspondent for N.E. England, ask 
for your co-operation in this vitally important and urgent 
post-war effort? A conference, for information only, will be 
held in the Lecture Hall, Central Library, Tudor St. entrance, 
on Monday, 30th November, at 7.0 p.m. 


If you are connected with any organisation you could 
attend in order to convey information back to your parent 


body. If you are not so connected, you, and any friends, 
will be equally welcome. 


Yours faithfully, 
DAVID YOUNG. 


, A 
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FRIENDS! HOME SERVICE COMMITTEE ) SS y 


Friends HouSe, 
Kuston Road, 
LONDON, N.W.1. 


15th Sept., 1939. 


TO tne Pee CLEP. 


Dear Fried, 


At a special ineetin, of our Executive Committee held 
yesterday afternoon we were concerned, among other things, 
with the new situation which has-been created as a result 
of the transfer of large sections of the population Irom 
the cities and large towns into places of relative safety. 


Friends in your meeting will be more acutely aware than 
we are of the many problems created in your locality by this 
new movement of population such as the fear of infection, 
the difficulties arising from the splitting up of families 
and the absorption of strangers into unaccustomed surroundings, 
the sanse of isolation and boredom, the dangers of moral 
deterioration which will beset many young people. 


The matter which primarily concerns us is the 
preservation of the spiritual and cultural life.of the 
communities whose normal life has been so suddenly and strangely 
interrupted and disorganised. 


We know that in some places Friends are already 
actively engaged in duealing with whe situation, and we are 
anxious at this stage to collect as much information as 
possible, so as to ascertain whether and in what ways the 
help of a Central Committee like ours may be required now 
or later to supplement iocal efforts. 


Could you kindly let us have information on the 
following points, ii possible before Wednesday next: 


(1) What provision is already being made by your 
meeting th meet the needs of (a) the children (b) the 
women? 


(2) Do you know the number of people who have been 
receiveo in your area? 


——, 


<a 


(3) What kind of help do you think is most heeded 
now and likely to be needed in the winter months, e.g., 
provision of clothing, health centres, play centres, 
nursery schools, clubs for boys and girls, educational 
classes, popular lectures, recreational facilities 
(games and entertainments), teaching of handicrafts,. &c. 


(4) To what extent are the Meeting House Premises 
available and suitable for such purposes? 


(5) Have you a sufficient number of helpers (men and 
women) to meet the need? 


(6) Is it likely that, if obtainable, the assistance 
of well-qualified helpers from outside who might be able 
bo give their service will be needed and would be 
appreciated either now or later on? 


(7) Are you aware of what the other churches and 
Social and educational organisations in your town or 


area are doing, and to what extent is co-operation being 
Sought and achieved? 


We are sure you will feel with us that this is a 
matter of urgent national importance which has a claim on 
the interest and active sympathy of Friends. 


pome Friends with whom we are working are in 
consultation with the Government Departments concerned 


and they are fully alive to the need of dealing with the 
situation. 


Yomr active co-operation in this matter will be greatly 
appreciated. 


Yours sincerely, 


ROBERT DAVIS ,  goetnt 
EDGAR G. DUNSTAN) Secretaries. 


P.S. This letter is being sent to all Preparative 


Meetings either for action or as "Information" according to 
circumstances. 
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Friends House, J 
Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 


lst September, 1959. 


To Freparative Meeting Clerks. 


Dear Friend, 


The following message is sent by the Meeting 
for Sufferings in the hope that it may be read in the 
Meeting on First day morning next (3rd Ninth month 1939). 


Yours sincerely, 
STEPHEN J. THORNE. 


The Recording Clerk. 


Dear Friends, 

We have met together today under the shadow 
of war, and strength and courage have come to us as 
we have realised the comradeship of each other and of 
God. We want to share with you, dear Friends, our 
confidence that we are all in God's keeping. Stand 
fast in the faith; quit you like men; be strong: 

Let us try to live in this spirit and meet with cour- 
ace all the calls for service which will come to us. 

On behalf of the Meeting for Sufferinges, 

ARTHUR J. EDDINGTON. 
Clerk. 


fe SS NUV 942, _ v he a 


SPICELAND TRAINING CENTRE 


SUCIETY OF FRIENDS 


T was on a bitterly cold day at the end of last December that a small party drove 
across Cornwall and Devon in an open car to join local Friends in inspecting a 
house which in recent years had been used as a training home for young tramps. 

The glories of the partly ruined old mansion had long since been stripped 
from it, leaving the barest accommodation and thirty remaining acres of vegetable 
garden, copse and grass which all needed much hard work to put them in condition. 
But even in midwinter nothing could take from it the glories of its situation, standing 
over six hundred feet up on a spur of the hills of East Devon, six miles from Cul- 
lompton through winding and climbing country lanes. More important still was 
the practical point that some of the very defects of the place made it more suitable 
for the work for which a home was then being sought. 


For circumstances were making it necessary to close the Quaker Centre 
at Carclew in Cornwall and a very definite purpose had been forming in the minds 
of those who had been responsible for it and of the small group of workers who 
were providing a home and training there for a dwindling number of refugees. 
Remembering the great record of the Friends War Victims Relief Committee during 
and after the last war, they hoped to build up a training centre from which men 
and women would go out, in the spirit and tradition of Friends, to do similar relief 
and reconstruction work now. It was with this idea that we moved from Cornwall 
in March and took as ours the name of the old Spiceland Friends Meeting House 
three or four miles away. 


Since then the opportunities abroad which we expected have been blotted 
out in the disaster that has overwhelmed France and the circumstances in which 
we started have greatly changed. But we have adapted our work as required to 
meet new needs and have seen it develop into something perhaps finer and more 
full of promise than we had ventured to hope. Spiceland is now a living centre 
of friendship and of service and as such it appeals for your interest and support. 


In the three months’ course which is offered to those who come for training, 
one month is spent on the farm and garden, another on carpentry and construction 
work, and the third in cooking, laundry and housework. In every section 


useful Jectures. and demonstrations are fitted in with the practical work. There are 
First Aid classes for all, and groups form themselves for the study of other subjects 
so far as time allows in a very varied and fully occupied life. Nobody can acquire 
great skill in so short a time at any kind of work, but most people become more fit 
and find out how to set about dealing with practical difficulties that would otherwise 
have defeated them, and learn to live and work as members of a team. Repeatedly 


tributes have been paid to the usefulness of the practical experience that Spiceland 
provides. 


Men and women do not usually train, especially in wartime, in order to 
benefit themselves, nor to fill in time, but to fit themselves for definite service. 
It has been natural, therefore, that because of our friendship for each other we 
should do the best we can to find the opportunities for useful work that cannot 
possibly be guaranteed. It is natural too that some who know of Spiceland should 
turn to us when they need men and women who have had some training, have proved 
themselves to be good and companionable workers, and are available at short 
notice. 

The activities of Spiceland-trained men and women now cover a wide field. 
Our largest team is working at a hospital under civilian control at Winford, near 
Bristol, as orderlies in the operating theatre and wards and in cleaning and cooking. 
The patients in their particular section are, in the main, men from the fighting 
services with whom, as with the staff, they are on the best of terms. During the 
last six weeks of a glorious summer, two hundred children, some from Plymouth, 
others London evacuees from towns in the district, were given a week’s holiday 
in batches of thirty or forty at a time, in a delightful sloping field below our wood. 
Four of these small guests had recently lost not only their home but their mother 
in an air raid. Experience of camp life gained in this way has been a useful supple- 
ment to the general training for some of the twenty Spiceland workers who are 
grappling in various ways with refugee problems in, for instance, several Friends’ 
Meeting Houses, at a feeding centre in Essex, in the East End of London, and at 
a camp for twenty-five dockland children in farm buildings near Wellington. A 
team of six is working for the International Commission in London in the sorting 
and distribution of clothing and other necessities for refugees and evacuees. Others 
have been helping on neighbouring farms with harvesting and potato digging, 


while some have felt that more permanent work on the land is the right form of 
service for them to give. 


Almost all Spicelanders are giving their services in return, at most, for bare 


subsistence and a small weekly sum for clothes and pocket money. The majority, 
if their circumstances allow, contribute anything over this to a mutual aid fund to 
help others to give pacifist service. 


Spiceland, as we have said, is a centre of friendship as well as of service. 
The help that we can give to a C.O. in his difficulties is sometimes as valuable as 
the help he can later give to others and he himself may be truly a war victim. As 
one young Friend wrote: “ It seems that ‘the Spiceland spirit ’ is a very real and 
very valuable thing, which certainly revives those of us who had been outcasts 
from jobs and from families—and goes a great deal further than that. I remember 
well that after my previous experience I came to Spiceland with somewhat mixed 
expectations, and how very impressed | was to discover this indefinable spirit. 
Spiceland is abundantly worth while.” It is the hope of many of us that the centre 
of this fellowship and of all our life together will be found increasingly in the daily 
devotional time and in the Meetings for Worship held on Sunday mornings in our 


Library or on the Sunday afternoons of alternate weeks at Spiceland Meeting 
House. 


The Peace and Home Service Committees did not start Spiceland simply 
as a wartime expedient but as a permanent centre. We believe that its work and 
training could be adapted to be of equal value in time of peace. But this is not, 
perhaps, the moment to discuss that possibility : our immediate task is clear. 


This then is the work for which we ask your interest and help. We want 
to be put into touch with more men and women (though we can accommodate 
only a comparatively small number of women) who would benefit by the experience 
we can offer, would make their contribution to the life of Spiceland and would 
give service in the right spirit afterwards. We need a bursary fund to pay for the 
maintenance of many who cannot afford the minimum charge of {'9 tor three months. 
But 15/- a week pays for little more than food, household necessities and some other 
minor day by day expenses. During the first six months especially we have had 
to meet, partly by gifts, but chiefly by loans, the very heavy cost of building materials, 
furniture and equipment, blankets, implements and tools, stock and all else that 
has been needed to give reasonable accommodation and proper training facilities 
for a growing family whose maximum number has been over sixty and of whom 
as many as forty-five have been “ trainees ”’. 


A part of these expenses will necessarily be recurrent. For some time we 
hesitated to make a general appeal until we could describe confidently the work 


we have done and are doing, rather than the hopes that we cherished. If we are 
to make up the leeway thus lost and to see our way clearly tor several months ahead 
we estimate that we require {1,000 over and above a possible bursary fund and 
the need for the greater part of this sum is really urgent. 


This appeal is issued to Friends with the consent and warm approval of 
Meeting for Sufferings. 


(Szgned ) 
FRANCIS E. POLLARD, 


Chairman. 


DAVID C. CADBURY, 


Secretary. 


November, 1940. 


The accounts to date have not been printed, owing to the cost, but 


any enquiries on this subject would be willingly answered by the Treasurer 
or Warden. 


Spiceland Training Centre is under the auspices of the Friends’ Peace 
Committee, Friends’ Home Service Committee, Devon and Cornwall Quarterly 
Meeting, and Bristol and Somerset Quarterly Meeting. 


Contributions should be sent to the Treasurer, LLoyp H. Fox, Gerbestone 
Manor, Nr. Wellington, Somerset. 


Other communications, including applications, to THE WARDEN, Spiceland 
Training Centre, Blackborough, Nr. Cullompton, Devon. 


9 1 NOV1942 


Westminster & Longford Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends 


52, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, Eo 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Monthly Meeting held......... / 7 ~f O.* Mud 


Minute desma ccm 


We appoint a Meeting for Worship in connection with the solemnization of 


, a ‘ 
which it 1s intended shall take place at La lang es Auk Vom Mowe 


aot: 10:-Be of 7 ‘te 


te ten - 


Notice is to be given at... Meeting on the 


preceding First Day, Metra iC arkeot Ao / 
afofoornt Lowe 0 +13 Memmi to abtenot. 


We appoint the following Friends to attend the marriage :— 
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THE OPEN DOOR COUNCIL ~ 


16th ANNUAL MEETING 
FRIENDS’ HOUSE, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7th, 1942 


II a.m, to I.o p.m. 


From 21 BENTLEY ROAD, 
CAMBRIDGE. 


October 1st, 1942. 
DEAR MEMBER, 


The Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, November 7th, 1942, at Friends’ House, Euston 
Road, N.W.1,at ll a.m. There will be a Morning Session only. Will you please take this as a formal 
‘“ Call“ to the meeting ? 


The Executive Committee will submit the accompanying resolutions; other resolutions from 
Branches, Affiliated Societies and members will be welcomed and should be sent to me with any 
amendments to the accompanying resolutions before November Ist. These will be duplicated and 
distributed at the meeting. In order to have some guidance as to the number of copies required for 
this distribution, an intimation of intention to be present would be convenient. 


Nominations for Officers (Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurers) and 24 members of 
the Executive Committee should be sent to me by the same date. Nominations of new members 
would be much welcomed. 


Present members of the Executive Committee, other than officers, are as follows :—Mrs. Aldridge, 
Lady Balfour of Burleigh, Mrs. Bethune-Baker, Mrs. Bompas, Mrs. Donzé, Miss Fielden, Mrs. A. F. W. 
Johnson, Mrs. Key, Mrs. Maskell, Miss Pethick, Mrs. Phillips, J.P., Mrs. Robie Uniacke, Mrs. White, J.P., 
Mrs. Wignall, Mrs. Hall, Miss Reeves. 


Chairman's Message. 


Since the last Annual Meeting the chief events in connection with women in industry have been 
the extension of the National Service Act to women between the ages of 20 and 30, with a choice 
between enrolment in one of the Women’s Auxiliary Services and entry into certain categories of 
war work ; and the declaration of the [rade Union Congress in favour of equal pay. This introduction 
of compulsion renders even more glaring than before the injustice of the differentiation in the rates of 
pay between men and women. It remains to be seen whether the principle of equal pay will be put 
into practice in negotiating future agreements with employers, or whether it will still be limited to 
cases where women actually replace men transferred to the Forces and to other essential war work. 
The election of a woman who has stated that she is in favour of equal opportunity and pay as Chairman 
of the Trade Union Council should be of good augury in this respect. 


As regards the work of the Open Door Council, the Committee has resumed its meetings as a 
result of the lessening of air raids, which prevented me from getting to London and made it difficult 
for other members. I should much like to be able to devote more time to the work, both here and in 
London at the oifice, but the pressure of local work and the difficulty of getting to London 
has prevented this. By means of Hansard and Press-cuttings I am able to keep a record of events 
and tendencies, and to take action where necessary. The letting of part of the office as a flat has 
materially lessened the sum needed for rent. 

Yours sincerely, 


EvA HARTREE, 


Chairman. 
Tveasurers’ Noie. 


Your Treasurers thank all who have sent subscriptions and donations in response to the Appeal, 
and urge those who have not yet answered that Appeal to do so as soon as possible, so that a good 
report may be made to the Annual Meeting on November 7th. 

| BALFOUR OF BURLEIGH. 


ELIZABETH ABBOTT. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
I. Trade Unions and Equal Pay. 


The Open Door Council warmly welcomes the statement by Miss Loughlin on the occasion of 
her election to the Chairmanship of the Trade Union Council, that she is in favour of equality of 
opportunity and pay between men and women workers. 


While noting with satisfaction the declaration of the Trade Union Congress in favour of Equal 
Pay, and also the result of the ballot in the A.E.U. regarding the admission of women to membership, 
the Open Door Council points out that in the past, while paying lip-service to the princ iple of equal 
pay, and while using this as an inducement to women to become members, Trade Unions have in 
fact limited the application of this principle to those women actually replacing men conscripted to 
the Forces, or transferred to other Essential Work, and have continued to conclude agreements 
with employers involving differentiation between men and women both as regards basic rates and 
increases. 


The Council therefore hopes that before joining a Union, women workers will insist on obtaining 
an assurance that no agreement shall be made which will violate its declared principle of Equal Pay. 


II. Abolition of Artificial Distinctions between Men's and Women's Work. 


The Open Door Council calls the attention of employers and Trade Unions to the fact that by 
the successful results of the entry of women into so-called ‘‘ men’s work ’ in engineering, heavy 
industries, road-making, electricity undertakings, etc., the differentiation between “‘ men’s work 
and women’s work ”’ has again been shown to be artificial. The Council therefore urges that in future 
these terms, with all that they connote, should cease to be employed, equal opportunities being given 
to all workers regardless of sex to engage in any work for which they are fitted, at a fixed rate for 
the job. By this means, and by this means only, will undercutting, with its attendant bitterness 
and resentment, be avoided, and good work accomplished, bringing satisfaction to the worker. 


III. Compulsion and Inequality. 


The Open Door Council calls the attention of the Government and the Trade Unions to the fact 
that the introduction of compulsion in (a) Fire Guard Duties, and (0) Industry or the Services, renders 
more glaring even than before the injustice of the differentiation in compensation for personal injuries, 
and the rates of pay between men and women. 


The Council therefore calls upon the Government to introduce Equal Compensation for Personal 


Injuries, and Equal Pay for Equal Work in all Services, and on the Trade Unions to implement their 
declared policy of the ‘* Rate for the Job ” throughout industry. 


IV. Increase in Leachers' Salanes. (Arbitration Award.) 


The Open Door Council and the Teachers protests against the action of the Arbitrator appointed 
by the Education Authorities to consider increases 1n salaries in that, despite the demand of the 


N.U.T. and the N.U.W.T. for equal increases for men and women teachers. as aiid MMiisit as 
increases, V1Z. :— 


Under 21 years ae ue oe nid iis Men £26. Women {1 
Over @1.',, « comes up to: £252 2s. 10d. Men {45. Women £3 
ae . "a over { 2s.10d. under {525 Men {35. Women {2 


1Qs. 


MER 1K 


EXTRACTS FROM: RECENT LETTERS 


From MID INDIA Y.M, Epistle, Oct.'4ls- Our periods of worship have brought 
us a new experience hel God's presence and 
guidance. It is our earnest prayer that we may be given grace to grow in 
this. dynamic experience, so that we shall be made dart iocsene unto the 
tasks which are laid upon us. We are alive to our unworthiness and our 
insufficiency. But we are not unaware that God, whose grace sustains the 
small and sc.ttered groups of his faithful people in Europe and Eastern 
Asia can cause this flickering light in India to shine forth. 
GRETA STENDAHL, SWEDEN, Oct."'"41l:- We had a fine gathering at ¥.M. and Per 
ee eee Sundberg gave such a good help through a deep and 
fine lecture over Solitude and Silence. The following discussion went 
deép and we saw that we have our best preventative against mass propaganda 
in our Mscé¢ >s for Worship 
HOWARD KERSHNER, A.F.S.C.in France, Nov.'4l:=- Our relief unit in France 
~ mow numbers about 175. Our main 

is at Mursesille and we have branches at Lyon, Montauban, Montpell- 
isr, Perpignan and Toulouse. We are planning to supply a fres meal daily 
to 86,000 children in the public schools during the winter, and to continue 
our milk distribution to babisés in some of the more important citiss. Our 
colonies have besn reduced in number from 24 to 17. In them we provide 
full care for 700 or 800 children, about ons quarter of whom are Spanish 
and the others French. 
HARRY SILCOCK, CHINA, Sep. '4l:-Chengtu Young Friends.are a really live 
Pe rn a ee group; on my last Sunday in Chsngtu 40 of us con- 
sidered the question of service; I tried to lay the FAU scheme specially 
"1 their hearts : hey were alrcady interested in ths Receiving Home and 
chs possibility of undertaking something of the kind in Chengtu. They took 
up both concerns and are really working at them; several have actually 
ffsred for the Unit. They are making careful enquiries about possibilities 
of work and bringing it up as their concern at Monthly Meeting. At Standing 
Committes the whole question of the future of Friends! work in, China was 
faced realistically. Everywhere we go, the unity of Christians and of our 
own BOOSO CY around the world is stressed and valued. 

HoJe-TURTLE, SYRIA, Déc.'41l3- It certainly was a blow to be told that we had 
| i to get out (of the school buildings) in a fortnight.. 
Fortunatésly we ne lost 16 days of actual school classes..We have had very 

pleasant ccaken te ith the FAU men .(38 in all)..Lettice Jowitt was up for 
the weekend and seule at Sunday svening Meeting. 14 'tommics! were pressnt 
out of a total of 69, including Ruth Gordge's brother, David Allen. 
MARSHALL FOX, S¥RIA, Nov.!4l:- We meet on Sat. next for the first @ mM. since 
ee So eee May 1940,- a reunion of returned refugées with Friends 
who remained during hostilities. The FAU is responsible for the topic of 
the afternoon, Michasl Rowntree being the leader. We all welcome the pre- 
ssnce of the FAU among us and the happy comradeship which exists among them; 
RUFUS JONES:- The time has come for those who sée clearly what is happening 
ees to the world, who feel its present tragedy, and who, at the 
same tims, have a firm grasp of the divine possibilities of this human life 
of ours, to speak a sober, solemn word.in this hour of crisis.. We are being 
swept on by a cyclone of hate. and fury into a world-wide barbarism that has 
no parallel in the records of the race. Every voices of reason cries out 
against it. Every note of revelation in Christ's Gospél is levelléd against 
it. Ths still small voice within our souls insistently speaks against this 
way of solving the problems of life. There is a serene Spirit of truth and 
wisdom, invisible but not less real, calling to us above the tumult to sexert 
ery effort of ours, however fesble, to stop. the immoral and inhuman pro- 
ssses sweeping across the world and to release the ré-creative forces of 
and light and love. 
L HEATH:- But whether the day of peace be near or far, our duty as a 
ss YEligious community is to sesk to build up new men for a new 
world, and a new world that aims to be in measure a City-of God. Clearly 
nothing else can have permanence. And everywhere people dé‘"and will res- 
pond to that creative idea. .- Being brought very near to death and destruc- 
tion we are all seeing how'great has been the failure of a social life that 
could end in such inhuman disaster. We have come, as Berdyasv calls one of 
his books, to the End of our Time. Well, we are repsnting, I think, and 
sstting ready for the opening of the Gates of Light, when all of you who are 
younger will have your time of great action. I rejoice at that. 


An/ IML nod 
18.2.42. 


~~ 


NEWS SHEET FOR PRAYER CIRCLE 


—————EEEO —_= —_— —<— 


Feb/March 1942 


‘So He was their Saviour. In all their afflictions He 
was afflicted, and the angel of His Presence saved them, ° 


'Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make OS FA2Ee in this 
desert a highway for our God. 


{ 


'Over against a picture of disintegration - the dissolving of older 
forms of society - we set that of the Christian Church in every land, 4 
vital growing community, which carries within it a creative power out of 
which the new and better society might come, 

But what the work cries out:for, at home and abroad, is the right 

and women, 

The missionary movement today is not absorbed in strengthening the 

| POnesi It is preparing for a day that is surely at hand, a 
and power in the Holy Spirit. The first stsp towards 
fs , world in the new age is that we should each ex- 
psct and desire ai pray for the coming of that day, should each light 
again his own lamp and gi iis loins that we may be ready for it as it 
dawns. ! 


WORLD SERVICE SUNDAY - March 

for our longings and prayers 

for the scattered groups of | 
for the stret 1gthenin ig of the 

ship on earth,- in every land 
of ourselves, mind, soul 

for 


OR OUR REMEMBRANCE 
The multitude In Europe now suffering from starvation, cold and despair - 


and that Christian men and women may find a way through to help. 


Those from 

C Somninteat fon 73m Os “the Sewe in Hone Kong, Lucy~Burtt in 
king, Hope & Kenneth Lee and rig Ray Hodgkin, to-Shanghail , Dorotity~Behe nna 
Manila - - those known to us left in Singapore and Rengo the FAU men on; 
: ad, Horace Holder somewhere on his voyage home m West China,’ 


hina - Herry Silcock, Arnold & Lois Vaught, Lucy Harris, 
Trene Hutchins Rose Tedbutt, Johanne Madsen, Leonard & Laura Walker, 
Norman & Muriel | Leonard & Janet Tomkinson,. 


“hose in India - working at this time of tense political unrest, and longing 
“he t a right s FO3UESOD may be found in Indian and British relationships - 
Cadith Ba ckhouse, Margaret Finch, Olive Shepherd, Geoffrey Maw, Martin & 
Janst Ludlan, ney & Erica Groom, Edith Bevan, Joe Short, Ranjit & Doris 
Shetsingh; and Marjorie Sykes at Santiniketan; the Tuchers at Purandhnar. 


In Syria = John & Dorothy Turtle, Richard Wright, Anna Fox, Léettice Jowitt, 


In Madagascar - Eric & Marie Brown, James & Lily Fisher, Edw. & Winifred 
su, Josiah & Kari Mason, Otto & Edith Peetz, Franck & Ansen Revoyre, John 
, Ruth Gordgs, Jeffrey & Anne Lawn, 


In Pemba = Harold & Irene Heath 


i 
i 


In Norway - Myrtle Wright. 


aeons in Australia; in America; the 'retired' workers living in various 
countries; and all the children of our workers abroad. 


_— in 


coe | 


— _—- 


We believe in the power of prayer. May we all find our part in this 
service of intercessory prayer for our fellows, believing that as we lift 


them up in God's presence they arse strengthened and sustained and renewed 
in the peace and power thattflow from Him, 


_— 


3 - DEC 1942 
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COMMUNITY 
IN A CHANGING 
WORLD 


196 PAGES. 


What is Community ? 


PRICE 1p 6d. 


e” 


What practical bearing has it on the history of 


our Time? These are the questions considered in this book —a successor 


to “* Community in Britain.” 


There is much talk of community to- 
day, much questing, much querying, 
much discussion; not always much appre- 
hension of the reality behind the word: 
neither of the meaning of community nor 
of the manner of its achievement. 


This book—following the previous pub- 
lication Community in Britain—departs 
from the precedent of the earlier record. 
It sets out to show not only whatcom- 
munity in action is but what it means 
and how and why it is happening. 


With the pattern of the old order 
breaking up all around, the minds of men 
are everywhere reaching out towards the 
idea of a new society based on free fel- 
lowship and co-operation. It is of first 
importance that the essentials of such a 
society be realised and the conditions of 
its achievement clearly seen. 


+ 


Against the background of the present 
transitional phase of our history, Com- 
munity in a Changing World confronts 
the question so often asked: “What have 
these little community experiments to do 
with the large-scale problems we are all 
facing to-day?” Sketching a very various 
body of activities motivated by com- 
“munity principles, it shows them, not in 
isolation but in relation to the broad 
background of human affairs. Against 
these they can be viewed in some sort 


of perspective and their relevance 
assessed. 


The book is divided into three main 
sections: 


1. Community in relation to histery, re- 
ligion, education, art, political action, 
agriculture, village life and the war— 
with some indication of its potential 
contribution to problems of reconstruc- 
tion. (The writers of these articles 
share a knowledge conditioned by first 
hand experience). 


. A survey of some characteristic forms 

of activity through which the com- 
munity principle finds expression and 
in which its essential flexibility is 
demonstrated. Community-in-action is 
shown to cover something a great deal 
wider than “a barn in a field.” 


. Glimpses of daily life and work of those 
committed to the community way in 
various settings. A typical “ community 
day” in different groups is described. 


An appendix completes the picture with 
extracts from community group state- 
ments; with an outline of the origin and 
functions of the Community Service Com- 
mittee and with a short reading list. 


Community in a Changing World is 
commerded as a text-book for students of 
social experiment; as -a subject for 
discussion circles and as a story of some 
of the most interesting adventures: of 
faith and service in our time. 


‘A COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE PUBLICATION 


Orders with remittance—and ail communications and enquiries—should be sent direct 

to Community Service Committee, hon. sec., Chancton, Dartnell Park, West Byfleet, 

Surrey. The book may be obtained also through the Friends’ Book Centre or the 

Fellowship of Reconciliation Book Room or the order form may be handed to any 
Book Room or bookseller. 
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KINGSMEAD REPORT. 1940-2 


PERIOD OF REPORT. 


No annual report was issued in the autumn of 1941. The 
present record covers two academic years, 1940-1 and 1941-2. 


NUMBERS OF STUDENTS. 


1940-1 (Individual students) .... 58 Average 31 
1941-2 ini do: we ‘ast 49 ay 23 
1939-40 (for comparison) ais 74 bins 3: 38 


The student body is composed chiefly of candidates from 
the Methodist Missionary Society and the Friends’ Service 
Council. The women of the M.M.S. have been fewer; but 
several men awaiting passages, especially a group of six desig- 
nated to China, were welcomed in the autumn of 1941 and most 
of these stayed through the Spring of 1942. 


Five men of the Welsh Presbyterian Mission spent the 
whole year 1940-1 at Kingsmead. The F.S.C. candidates have 
included an interesting experimental group who were concerned 
for religious international service without a clear call to any 
field abroad. Most of them are now at work in some form of 
relief or reconstruction service in England. 


In the first part of 1941 the number of men was approxi- 
mately equal to that of the women. This curiously had not 
occurred since 1916. In the autumn the men were almost twice 
as many as the women, but the proportion has now returned to 
normal. 


SOCIETIES REPRESENTED. 


OD 
Ye 


1940, 1941, 1941, 1941, 1942, 1942, 
autumn. spring. summer. autumn. spring. summer. 


M.M.S. men candidates 10 7 1 
women © 1 9 7 1] 14 


missionaries .... 1 3 3 
2 3 3 


pe 
ad 


et 

Welsh Presbyterian 
English = 
CMS. 

B.M.S. 

Indian Bursary 
Independent 


1 | 
] ] 


2 4 6 


| CD eet et et Or) 


24 30 27 


Qo 
Oo 


Totals 


INDIAN BURSARY. 


Mrs. Ilahibaksh remained for a second year (1940-1) and 
was successful in obtaining the Social Service Diploma of Bir- 


mingham University. She has now returned to India, and is 
likely to serve her country with increased power and range. The 
difficulty of travel has prevented the finding of any suitable 
holder of the bursary for 1941-2 and fresh subscriptions are not 
being asked for. ‘There is a small balance in hand. 


BUILDINGS. * 
In the autumn of 1940 Kingsmead was requested by the 
billeting officer to give him the use of Queens building, which 
was then practically empty, for accommodation for evacuated 
families. About thirty persons were received and were fed with 
others at the George Cadbury Hall. They were re-billeted as 
other homes were found, and the last left in January 1941. 


On the night of November 23-24, 1940, two bombs fell ‘on 
the Kingsmead property. One dropped in the orchard on soft 
ground and destroyed some trees. The blast did slight damage 
to a door at the Hostel. The other bomb fell near the corner of 
the lecture room. ‘This also dropped on, soft ground, but was 
near enough for the blast to do serious damage to the lecture 
room, the class rooms and the bedrooms over them. The lecture 
room was rendered quite unusable. - Queens main building was 
not much affected, and no one was injured. 


A claim for compensation for nearly £1,000 was sent in on 
behalf of Kingsmead by a qualified quantity surveyor. 


As it appeared unlikely that the college could keep its three 
buildings filled for the remainder of the war, Queens was let in 
July 1941 to a section of the Friends’ Ambulance Unit, which 
remained there for six months. 


In March 1942 Queens was requisitioned by the Govern- 
ment for the use of the National Fire Service. Negotiations 
have resulted in reasonable arrangements, and a fair rent is 
being paid. Structural alterations are being made and exten- 
sive additions erected in the garden on the North side. ‘These 
are quite out of the control of the Kingsmead Committee. 


WAR INSURANCE. 


Most of the Kingsmead property is treated by the Govern- 
ment as religious endowment, and the expense of special insur- 
ance is small. The insurance of contents has been heavy, £99 
on Kingsmead and £108 on the Close Houses in the two years. 


FINANCE. 


The year 1940 concluded with a favourable balance of £300. 
1941 showed a deficit of about the same amount. The drop in 
fees was nearly £1,000, and war damage insurance cost £150. 
The deficit would have been still greater had it not been for 
considerable economies, and the rent received from Queens. 


CLOSE HOUSES. 


Rents received were £30 more in 1941 than in 1940. This 
was largely due to the continuous occupation of three houses by 
the Friends’ Ambulance Unit for about a year. 


The house in Milner Road has been sold. It was actually 
the property of the Friends’ Trust Corporation, but was given 
on the understanding that the income should be used for Kings- 
mead. The property was to remain available for the occupier 
for his life time. He died in 1940, and the Trust Corporation 
obtained the sanction of the Charity Commissioners for the sale. 
The purchase price, £340, has therefore been used to pay off a 
further amount from the debt on the Close Property, which is 
now reduced to £600. The saving in interest will be about as 
great as the rent received, less average expenses. 


COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP. 


Miss Byrom. The Committee has suffered a heavy loss in 
the death of Miss Margaret Byrom in August 1941. She had a 
deep interest in the welfare of the whole college, as well as of 
the students of her own society. 


Mrs. Early, who succeeded Miss Byrom as Treasurer of the 
Women’s Work of the Methodist Missionary Society, has joined 
the Committee in her place. 


FORMER STUDENTS. 


Dr. Mary Roberts, who has worked in the American Mission 
Hospital at Madura, S. India, for many years with distinction, 
has been awarded the Kaisar-i-Hind medal. 


Nesta Morgan, who trained at Kingsmead 1939-40, has been 
mentioned in despatches for courageous conduct when the ship 
in which she was travelling was sunk by enemy action. She 


was for five days in an open boat, and eventually returned to 
England. 


Various other students have endured suffering and danger 
at sea. Brian P. Heywood, at Kingsmead summer 1939, is 
known to have left Walvis Bay on his return from Pemba on 
furlough, and has not been heard of again. 


A number of German and Austrian Kingsmeaders are in 
internment, some in Canada, some in Jamaica. One member of 
the Bremen Mission, Georg Groot (1938) is reported to have been 
killed on the Kastern front. 


STAFF. 


The women’s tutor, Miss E. G. Mellor, resigned her post in 
the summer of 1941, much to the regret of the Committee. It 
was her hope to return for another period of service in India. 
This has not so far been possible, and she is at present doing 


important work in the Y.W.C.A. as a chaplain to women war 
workers. 


Her successor, Miss M. W. Benson, has now been at work 
for one year, to the great satisfaction of the Committee. She 
was a student at Kingsmead in 1921-2, and has had service in 
China, and for a short period in Ceylon. 


GENERAL. 


Two years ago, in looking forward, the Committee decided 
to continue the work of the college with as little modification as 
possible: though there was some apprehension that the number 
of students might fall off so seriously as to put a stop to it. It 
was not supposed then that the chief difhculty would be, not a 
shortage of students, but the lack of domestic staff to provide 
for their needs. The household is now being conducted in the 
face of considerable difficulties, and the grounds are obviously 
suffering from the impossibility of doing any but the most essen- 
tial work. A good deal of decoration and outside painting is 
overdue: though reserves have been set aside for this purpose. 


In fact the enrolment, though reduced, is nearly as*@réat ds” 
can be accommodated in the two buildings. The Committee is 
thankful that the purpose of the college is maintained, dfid™ is 
especially grateful to Miss Macdonald and her reduced house- 
hold staff for meeting increasing difficulties with such success. 
The students have cheerfully undertaken more duties in table 
service and washing up, so far without considerably affecting 
their study : but it is to be hoped that further demands on their 
time will not be necessary. 


It is not always easy in a student community to enter with 
full sympathy into the sorrows of a nation and a world at war, 
and to give what occasion demands of thought and effort, and 
at the same time to hold firmly to the sense of the claim of the 
gospel as the one message which can eventually solve the world’s 
problems. A_ superficial critic might object that a college 
engaged in missionary preparation is protected and remote from 
the urgency of the hour. If Kingsmead remains cheerful and 
hopeful, we trust that the reason is not insensitiveness to suffer- 
ing, sorrow and anxiety, but a profound faith in the source of all 
hope and cheer. 


In the missionary world in general there is much hopeful 
looking forward, and a solid belief that a vigorous effort to 
improve and extend missionary work generally will take place 
as soon as circumstances allow. The Committee is most anxious 
that Kingsmead should remain in operation and be prepared to 
play its part. If some economies and modifications are neces- 
sary in the next months, they should not be such as to prejudice 
a quick return to full activitv, when the time comes. 


Klee from the Wrath 


to Come 


VERY wrong action, every evil word or thought, 
whether personal or whether committed in the supposed 
interest of your trade or profession, or in the supposed 
interest of the State, whether in time of peace or war, in 
short, all sin, will one day be judged by God. Everything 
that is contrary to the mind and word of God, such as 
fornication, adultery, all uncleanness, stealing, lying,—not 
only in their crudest forms, but in their subtle forms as well 
—improper gain, covetousness in all its forms, business and 
‘“‘white’’ lies, will be judged in that day. A record is being 
made of every one of our actions, and one day these records 
will be opened at what is known as the “‘Great White Throne 
Judgment,’’ and we shall be judged according to the lives 
we have lived on this earth, (see Revelation, chapter 20, 
verses 11—15). The Day of Judgment is much nearer than 
most people think. For practical purposes the longest time 
we have to prepare for Judgment Day is the measure of our 
life ; and who knows how long that is going to be? It may 
be less than twenty-four hours. 


This world is not going on for ever in cycles of peace 
and war, of trade slump and trade boom, of alternating 
temporal ascendancy and decline of Nations, as at present. 
On the contrary, Christ distinctly taught that there was to 
come a special time of earthquakes, famine, pestilence, wars 
and rumours of wars, of troubles, distress and perplexity of 
Nations, ‘‘men’s hearts failing them for fear,’’ which would 
be the immediate forerunner of the end, that is, the 
consummation of this age. (Matthew, chapter 24, verses 7, 


14, 21; and Luke, chapter 21, verses 25—28.) Does this 
not sound like what we are experiencing now, or, like the 
times we are passing through now ? During the time of the 
end, there will reign on earth one who is without any fear of 
God,—in fact, he is directly inspired and specially helped by 
Satan,—who will make war on all believers in God and in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; it will be hard to be a believer in those 
days, for then there will be tribulation such as has never 
been before, and you will know from Church history that 
there have been terrible persecutions of Christians in the 
past ; yet it will be worse than any of those awful periods 
of tribulation. During the reign of Antichrist, for such it 
is, God will also be active, sending down judgment upon 
judgment on the earth. In the days of that great ruler 
(Antichrist) you will be required to worship an image made 
of him by his religious leader. But God will be warning 
you not to do so, (Rev.14, 9—12). The Antichrist will 
require you to have a mark in your hand or forehead, 
denoting that you belong to or support him ; if you refuse 
to have it, you will not be allowed to buy or sell, (Revelation, 
chapter 13, verses 14—17). On the other hand, if you accept 
this ‘‘Mark of the beast,’’ as it is called, you will fall under 
God’s judgment, and suffer eternal loss. Thus, if you believe 
in God in those days, you will suffer persecution at Anti- 
christ’s hands, but if you succumb to him, you will suffer at 
God’s hands. Which will you choose ? 


Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the end 
will come, but NOT, as is vaguely taught and incorrectly 
supposed, the end of the world followed by Judgment Day 
after which some go to Heaven and others to Hell. No! the 
sequence of the events is quite different. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is then coming back to this earth to reign as King, (see 
Matthew, chapter 24, verses 29—31 ; Revelation, chapter 11, 
verses 15—18, and chapter 20, verse 4). The Lord’s 
Coming will coincide with the downfall of Antichrist (Revel- 
ation, chapter 19, verse 20). So powerful does the Antichrist 
consider himself to be, that he actually summonses the 
Nations to war against Christ (Revelation, chapter 19, verse 
19), for then, at the end of the reign of Antichrist, will be 
the Battle of Armageddon, when Antichrist and his hosts are 


destroyed. The Lord Jesus will have certain people to reigh 
with Him. Who are they ? They will consist of those who 
had accepted Him as Saviour and King on His terms in this 
life, and had overcome sin and got rid of all false forms of, 
and carnality in religion, every trace of hypocrisy, and had 
worshipped Him in spirit and in truth, and followed Him and 
obeyed Him during their lifetime. 


READER, where do you stand? MHave you fled from 
the wrath to come because of sin? Have you made your 
peace with God ? DO you wish to know the way of escape 
and salvation? the way of escape and salvation is by 
repenting towards God, and by having faith in and accepting 
Christ as Saviour. ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away (or beareth) the sin of the world,’ (John, chapter 1, 
verse 29), He (Jesus) has made peace through the blood 
of His cross,’’ (Colossians, chapter 1, verse 20). ‘‘Ye are 
redeemed . . . with the precious blood as of a lamb without 
blemish, and without spot, even the blood of Christ,’’ (1. 
Peter, chapter 1, verses 18 and 19). 


Do you love sin? Are you proud of your evil deeds, 
thoughts, words ? Surely not. And for these things God’s 
wrath is to be poured out on you and on the world. Repent 
and claim forgiveness of your sins in the Name of Jesus 
Christ, for God has laid on Him the sin of us all. This is 
what accepting Christ as Saviour, or being saved, means. It 
is for you to appropriate this forgiveness in true repentance, 
proved by godly living thereafter. Call upon Him to forgive 
and to save you, and you shall be saved by relying on the 
merits of the death of Jesus, (Romans, chapter 10, verse 13). 
Christening as an infant, Confirmation, Church Membership, 
going to Church, Chapel, or Mass, will not save you ; nothing 
but definite, conscious, and conscientious repentance from 
sin, and definite acceptance of Christ will save you and put 
you right with God. 


Having done this, you are to be immersed or baptised in 
water for the remission of sins, in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
and to receive the Holy Ghost. For Peter, speaking under 
the immediate inspiration of the Holy Ghost, said ‘‘Repent 


and be baptised (immersed) EVERY one of you, and ye 
shall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost,’’ (Acts, chapter 2, 
verses 38 and 39). Scriptural baptism (immersion) is to 
follow conscious acceptance of Christ, not to precede it. All 
baptism before repentance and so-called Christening, is not 
only invalid, but contrary to Scripture ; there is no authority 
for it anywhere. 


And when Peter said, “‘Ye shall receive the Gift of the 
Holy Ghost,’’ he might just as well have used the words, 
‘‘And ye shall receive what we received this morning ;’’ for 
when he and the 119 others received the Holy Ghost they 
spake in other (supernatural) tongues the mighty works of 
God. With this Gift of the Holy Ghost they were empowered 
for God’s service ; and you, when you receive this Gift, not 
before, will likewise be empowered for service for God, to 
be His witness. 


Repentance, acceptance of Christ, Baptism in water and 
receiving the Holy Ghost, follow in quick succession in the 
Scriptures. The same rule applies to-day. If you do these 


things, and “‘continue in the way,’ you are well saved from 
the wrath of God to come. 


‘“‘If we walk in the light, as He is in the light . . . the 
Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.”’ 
(I. John, chapter 1, verse 7). 


“WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED.” 


(Acts, 2, 21). 


J. TAMBLYN, Ltd., Printers, 49 St. Mark’s Road, London, W.I1. 
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THE MONUMENT TO PAUL 


PERHAPS no building is better 
known or more revered in the 
whole of the English-speaking world 
than St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. 
It is the most prominent building 
in the the world’s largest city, and 
occupies the central site in that 
great metropolis. What a mind its 
architect, Sir Christopher Wren, 
must have possessed, because in 
conception and design it is a master- 
piece! And yet, as we stand and 
gaze in wonder at the vast and 
noble edifice, how much we become 
occupied with the greatness of the 
building itself, and how little with 
the greatness of the mind of the 
man who designed it. But so it is 
with most matters in this life; 
much thought is given to the 
material affairs which soon fade and 
pass away, but little thought is 
given to the affairs of the mind 
which are permanent and lasting. 

From time immemorial there has 
been a Church on this. hill-top— 
called Ludgate Hill—doubtless be- 
cause this is the most natural site 
within the city on which to build 
a sanctuary. The first building 
was erected by Ethelbert, the Saxon 
King, as far back as the seventh 
century, and in the days of Augus- 
tine. Other buildings followed 
until the one which beheld the 
stirring events of the days of Queen 
Elizabeth and King Charles I, 
but which was utterly destroyed by 
the great fire of 1666, the fire which 
did such enormous damage, and 
yet did so much good in its drastic 
purifying of a plague-infected city. 
The fire gave Sir Christopher 


Wren his chance, for, as City 
Architect, it was his duty to design 
and erect a new Cathedral to replace 
the old. Most worthily did he 
accept the chance and most nobly 
did he carry out his commission. 
But he was a wise builder as well as 
a clever architect, so his greatest 
thought and care was spent on the 
foundations, for with the confidence 
of true genius he exclaimed: “I 
build for eternity!” And any man 
who builds for eternity is likewise - 
truly great, for it is the foundations 
that matter, not so much the 
structure. Hence it is that the Lord 
Jesus asks each one of us: “Why 
call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say? Whosoever 
cometh to Me, and heareth My 
sayings, and doeth them, I will 
show you to whom he is like. He 
is like a man which built an house, 
and digged deep, and laid the 
foundation on a rock: and when the 
flood arose the stream beat ve- 
hemently upon that house, and 
could not shake it: for it was 
founded upon a rock” (Luke 6. 
46-49). So it behoves us to turn 
to the Lord that He may become the 
Rock of our salvation, then come 
what may we are safe and sure. 
Unfortunately for Wren’s plans, 
through bad faith on the part of the 
builders, his instructions regarding 
the pillars supporting the great 
dome were not properly carried out. 
Instead of solid stone, an ashlar 
facing and rubble filling were used, 
a deception which eventually came 
to light when alarming cracks 
developed and the building was 
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seriously endangered. Solid and 
certain supports are truly essential, 
and thus “whoso putteth his trust 
in the Lord” can say with absolute 
confidence: “Hold Thou me up, and 
I shall be safe” (Psa. 119. 117). 

In the basement of the Cathedral, 
known as the Crypt, there le the 
mortal remains of the most illus- 
trious dead of the nation. Nelson 
and Wellington, the two greatest 
of all our national heroes, repose 
here in all their fame and glory. 
While General Gordon of Khartoum, 
who stirred public opinion in a 
way that few have done, quietly 
sleeps awaiting the Resurrection 
morn, for he, mighty man that he 
was, humbly confessed his faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his sure 
hope for the life to come. 

The interior has some fine sculp- 
ture work, especially that on the 
Reredos, which, like the mosaics 
on the quarter domes, represents 
the birth, life, death, and the 
resurrection of the Lord of Glory: 
the four great cardinal points of 
the Christian doctrine. And it is 
largely in accordance with what 
we know of these four cardinal 
points that our attitude is deter- 
mined to the Christ of God. For 
as we come to realise the relation 
that these vital matters bear to the 
serious affairs of our own life, the 
more likely are we to believe the 
Gospel of God, and to accept the 
salvation of God offered to us 
through His Son. 

Then at the very top stands the 
Cross, the symbol for which the 
whole building stands. The mighty 


Apostle, after whom the building 
is named, boldly declared against 
all hostility: “For I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ; for it is 
the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth” (Rom. 
1. 16). And the Cathedral stands 
to-day a monument to the tremen- 
dous import and effectiveness of 
Paul’s message: yea, to the power 
of the Gospel itself, for in Paul’s 
case it was the greatness of the 
message that made the greatness of 
theman. Inthe closing days of his 
life Paul was a prisoner under the 
mighty Nero, and when Nero had his 
prisoner beheaded he thought that 
was the end, not only of Paul, but 
of the Gospel Paul preached. But 
to-day Paul is remembered and his 
name honoured, while Nero is for- 
gotten and his name has become a 
by-word. People call their son, 
Paul, and their dog, Nero! 

So the Gospel that Paul preached 
comes home direct to our hearts with 
all its old time tremendous effective- 
ness, full of sympathy and tenderness 
and love. “Come unto Me,” says 
Jesus, “all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11. 28). Rest from 
just whatever our individual needs 
require—sorrow, doubt, difficulty, 
trouble, anxiety, fear, the many 
things which beset us as the result 
of sin. And there is no rest that 
can compare with the rest that 
comes to spirit, soul, and body 
from the knowledge of sins forgiven. 
Then believe and be saved, for it is 
our part to believe and trust, it is 
God’s part to save. 3 P 


R 


$ 
One Ching Reedtul 


ANY things are useful and desirable. Only one thing 

is absolutely indispensable. There is only one thing 

which, if a man possess, he is well off, whatever else he 

may lack: only one thing which, if a man lack, he is 
ruined, whatever else he may possess. 


IS IT PROPERTY? No, for persons utterly desti- 
tute of it are yet happy. Property is not wmdispensable. 


IS IT HEALTH? Many persons have had their 
happiest hours in severe sickness. Health is not tndts- 
pensable. 


IS IT REPUTATION? The consciousness of inno- 
cence will uphold a man against the wildest storm of 
obliquy. The good man, whom slanders have made 
hateful to his fellowmen, is far happier than he whom 
successful hypocrisy has led his fellowmen to load with 
honours. “A good name is better than rubies,” but even 
a good name is not indispensable. 

There is truly no earthly good which we cannot lack, 
and still be happy; none which we cannot lack, and still 
be saved. 

An interest in Jesus Christ, an experimental knowledge 
of His great salvation, is the only INDISPENSABLE 
thing. You CANNOT DO WITHOUT THIS. You 
cannot meet God without it. You cannot stand at the 
judgment-bar without it. It is “the one thing needful” — 
the one indispensable thing for time and for eternity. 


HAVE YOU GOT IT?— 
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COMFORT YE 


HERE never was a time when people of 

every country, and in all positions of life 
the world over, needed comfort as they do 
to-day. 


Owing to the modern methods of speedy 
travel and transport, fatal accidents have in- 
creased to an alarming degree. Therefore those 
who have had loved ones taken from them in 
this way need comfort in their sorrow. 


Then, again, comfort is not only needed in 
bereavement, but, by reason of the present state 
of trade, with its unemployment and financial 
distress, there are multitudes who wonder what 
there is to live for, and how long the muddled 
conditions around us will last. These, too, need 
comfort and a message of hope. We find both 
in the Word of God. 


Though things are now going from bad to 
worse, yet we have a definite promise of better 
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things to come. Therefore, take fresh courage! 
Be not dismayed! The Lord Jesus Christ 1s 
coming again to set up His Glorious Kingdom. 
“ Wrong shall be ended, when Jesus is King.” 


“It shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains... 
He will teach us His ways, and we will walk in 
His paths . . . and He shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” (Isaiah, Chapter 2.). 
Read also chapter 11, from which I quote verse 
9: “They shall not hurt, nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.’’ The curse will then be re- 
moved, which God put on the earth when He 
said, ‘‘ Cursed is the ground for thy sake... 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee’ (Genesis 3:17, 18). The earth will 
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bring forth abundantly. ‘‘ The mountains and 
the hills shall break forth before you into sing- 
ing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
‘ their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off ” (Isaiah 55 :12, 13). There 
is still a marvellous future for this world, “for 
the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at 
the end it shall speak, and not lie, though i 
tarry, wait for it” (Habakkuk 2 :3). 


There is comfort for those who have lost 
loved ones interwoven with the blessed promise 
of the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus: “But 
I would not have you ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep (dead), that ye 
sorrow not. even as others which have no hope 
. . . For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God, and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
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gether with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 


with these words” (I Thessalonians 4). How- © 


ever, it is no use telling a drowning man in 
mid-stream that a warm fire burns in a cottage 
a few yards from the river bank, without first 
throwing him a rope and pulling him out. So, 
likewise, reader, I would in this pamphlet, 
throw you a life-line, if you are not at peace 
with God. The blessings of comfort and hope 
brought before you here are yours only if you 
have accepted Jesus as your personal Saviour. 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). “Fol 
God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life’ 


(John 3:16). 


This is the message of hope, the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, which if you reject, 
‘There remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
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but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indignation ’’ (Hebrews 10:26, 27). 
It is not the will of God that any should perish 
so: ‘Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God” (I Peter 3:18). ‘God commendeth 
His love towards us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us’’ (Romans 5:8). 
If you will indeed accept the Lord Jesus as 
your Saviour, and give your heart to Him, 
your sins will be blotted out. ‘I have blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and. as a cloud, thy sins. Return unto Me, 
for I have redeemed thee” (Isaiah 44:22). 
‘Come, now, let us reason together, saith the 
Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow, though they be red like 
See to it that. the cares and worries of this 
crimson, they shall be as wool”’ (Isaiah 1 :18). 
world do not keep you from receiving this mes- 
sage of love and forgiveness, and exclude you 
from the blessing and glories to come. “For 
I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 


are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us ’’ (Romans 8 :18). 
Salvation is free to all who believe. “The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that 1s 
athirst come. And-whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely“. (Revelation 22:17). 
W, de & 
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make a further reprint of 
this tract possible. 
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“A WAY” OR “THE WAY” 
WHICH WAY ARE WE GOING ? 


There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 


the end thereof are the ways of death.—Proverbs 14:12; 16:25 


The Lord Said: 
Iam THE WAY, the truth and the life; no man cometh 
unto the Father (God) but by Me.—John 14:6. 


These Tracts may be had Free for distribution by writing 
A. G. Phillips Estate, c/o Free Tract Depot, Peniel Chapel, London W. 11. 


W AGES versus GIFT 


THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH 


But the Gift of God is Eternal Life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.—Rom. 6:23. 


- For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoscever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.—John 3:16. 
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“ Their works are in the dark, 
and they say, Who seeth us? 
and who Knoweth us ?”’,.,. 29:5 


‘THESE words of the Holy Spirit through Isaiah 

came to the writer’s mind aiter a bomb at- 
tack in his neighbourhood. Butthey apply much 
more widely. The context speaks of those who 
despise the authority of God, and who have merely 


RELIGION OF THE LIPS. 

It is easy to see other people’s crimes, but the 
words of 2 Chron: 28. 10, are forcible :— ‘‘Are there 
not with you, even with you, sins against the 
Lord?” Itis natural to think one is safe from 
God’s judgment= which NEVER misses its mark 
— to think one is safe, because, as some put it, “Il 
have done nobody any harm.” but will this un- 
true boast suffice before a God of PERFECT holi- 
ness? My friends, do not think I wish to insult 
you, when I remind you of 


PERSONAL SIN. 
God likens the most upright of men te a thorn 
hedge (Mic. 7. 4), and their righteousnesses to 
filthy rags (Isa. 64.6). Scripture is plain speak- 
ing, but true. None of us can boast before God. 
The wages of sin— not merely of some SPECIAL 
sins— is death. 

Do the words of the context in Isa: 29 strike 
you as without a meaning for many in this long- 
favoured land?—Listen to them: “ This people 
draw near Me with their mouth, and with their 
lips do honour Me, but have removed 

THEIR HEART FAR FROM ME, 
and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept 
of men” (Isa. 29. 13). “Oh,” you say, “give your 


message to those who throw down the bombs.” 
I cannot reach them, though THEY need sucha 
message, I fully allow. But shall 1 be indifferent 
to YOU till the words can sound in THEIR ears ? 
Is it charity to be unmindful of your eternity ? 


YOUR LIFE HAS BEEN SPARED-= 
not only in these solemn times, but in a myriad 
of unseen daily dangers :— may it not be fora pur- 
pose? Perhaps in answer to a praying parent 
you have been preserved. In any case, God has 
been forbearing. But you are not SAFE, on that 
account, for ever. You need a personal possession 
of everlasting LIFE, through the wondrous 


DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS, 

else YOUR works are in the DARK, and YOU do 
not come to Him, the Light (John 3. 18-21), But 
without Him there can ONLY be the blackness 
of darkness for ever (Jude 13). Is it kind to be 
silent? Is it kind to omit to tell of the one Way 
of salvation, an unfailing Way, a present Way— 
even Christ Himself, to Whom any poor, guilty, 
troubled sinner without any merit, is 


ABSOLUTELY, UNDESERVEDLY WELCOME, 
even to day. Thus is there the blessing of sal- 
vation, yea there are all blessings in CHRIST 
(Eph. 1. 3), and eternity with Him. A child of 
God is not to be pitied, all outside Christ are in 
a pitiable plight, 
WHETHER THEY KNOW IT OR NOT, 

whether they are pcarmed or not, whether they 
will attend “f 
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Christ and the Nations. 


— 


wr" do the nations rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing? 


2. The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rul- 
ers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against 
His Anointed, saying, 


3. Let us break Their bands asunder, and cast away 
Their cords from us. 


4. He That sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision. 


5. Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and 
vex them in His sore displeasure. 


6. Yet havel set My King upon My holy hill of Zion. 


7. | will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto 
Me, Thou art My Son; this day have | begotten Thee. 


8. Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the nations—Thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth—Thy 
possession, 


9. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 


10. Bewise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, 
ye judges of the earth. 


| |. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 


12. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from 
the way. For His wrath will soon be kindled.* Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in Him. 


*R.V. Psalm 2, 


The Wise and the _ Foolish. 


HEN shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to 
meet the Bridegroom, 

2. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

3. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took 
no oil with them: 

4. But the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. 

5. While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept. 

6. And at midnight there was acry made, “Behold, 
the Bridegroom cometh: go ye out to meet Him.”’ 

7. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps, 

8. And the foolish said unto the wise, “Give us of 
your oil; for our lamps are gone out.” 

9. But the wise answered, saying, ‘‘Notso: lest there 
be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves.” 

10. And while they went to buy, the Bridegroom 
came; and they that were ready went in with Him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut. 

ll. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
- Lord, Lord, open to us.’ 

12. But He answered and said, ‘Verily | say unto 
you, | know you not.’ 

13. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day, 
nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh. 


Matthew 25.1-13. 


The Foolish Man. 


AN one of the company said unto Him, ‘Master, 
speak unto my brother, that he divide the inheri- 
tance with me.’ 


14. And He said unto him, “Man, who made Me a 
Judge or a Divider over you?” 


15. And He said unto them, “Take heed, and beware 
of coveteousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth.”’ 


16. And He spake a parable unto them, saying, ‘‘The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 


|[7. And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What 
shall | do, because | have no room where to bestow my 
fruits?’ 


18. And he said, ‘This will | do: | will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will | bestow all my 
fruits and my goods.’ 


19. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry.’ 


20. But God said unto him, ‘Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided?’ 


21. So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and 
is not rich toward God,”’ 
Luke 12, 13-21. 


; ; 
Christ and Eternal Judgment. 


it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this thejudgment. Hebrews 9. 27. 


exer the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son: 


23. That all men should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father Which hath sent Him, 


24. Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth My 
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life. 


25. Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 


26. For as the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He 
given to the Son to have life in Himself; 


27. And hath given Him authority to execute judg- 
ment also, because He is the Son of Man. 


28. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, inthe 
which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, 


29. And shall come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of judgment. 


John 5. 22-29. 
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MAT SHALL THE END BE OF THEM 


THAT OBEY NOT THE oon ee OF GOD y 
I Peter 4:1 


The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with HIS 
MIGHTY ANGELS, IN FLAMING FIRE taking vengeance on them 
that know not God; and 


THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL 


of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
His power; when He shall come to be glorified in His saints and to 
be admired in all them that believe.—II Thess. 1:7-10. 


I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the Power 
of God unto Salvation to everyone that believeth.—Rom. 1:16, 


These Tracts may be had Free for distribution by writing 
A. G. Phillips Estate, c/o Free Tract Depot, Penie! Chapel, London W. 11. 


Four 
Things That 
God Wants 


You to know 


y 


FIRST—That you Need to be 
Saved. 


For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. 
Romans 3: 23. 


The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked ; 
who can know it? Jeremiah 17: 9. 


We are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags. Isaiah 64: 6. 


All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; we have turned every one 
to his own way. Isaiah 53: 6. 


Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 
John 38: 8. 


SECOND—That you Cannot 


Save Yourself. 


There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end 


thereof are the ways of death. 
Proverbs 14: 12. 


For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all. 

James 2: 10. 


By the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified. Galatians 2: 16. 


Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father but 
by Me. John 14: 6. 


Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 


whereby we must be saved. 
Acts 4: 12. 


THIRD—The Lord Jesus has 


Provided for your Salvation. 


For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. John 3: 16. 


All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all. Isaiah 53: 6. 


Him (Jesus) who knew no sin 
He (God) made to be sin on our 
behalf; that we might become the 


righteousness of God in Him. 
2 Cor. 5: 21 (R.V.). 


For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to 
God. 1 Peter 3: 18. 


FOURTH—The Lord Jesus is 
Able to Save and to Keep. 


The Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptations, and 
to reserve the unjust unto the day 
of judgment to be punished. 

2 Peter 2: 9. 


In that He Himself hath suffered 
being tempted He is able to suc- 
cour them that are tempted. 

Heb. 2: 18. 


He is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to 


make intercession for them. 
Heb. 7: 25. 


Able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy. Jude 24. 


THEREFORE 


Repent 
Except ye repent, ye shall all 


likewise perish. Luke 13: 3. 
Believe 


Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house. Acts 16: 31. 


Confess your sin to God 


For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus. 

1 Timothy 2: 5. 
Confess Him before men 


If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt 
believe in thy heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. 

For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto 
Salvation. Romans 10: 9-10 (R.V.). 
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bu can be ready! 


At a time when anyone is at any moment 

liable to be killed, we should ask our- 
selves whether we are ready to be hurled into 
the unknown, or whether any preparation can 
be made for a possible state after death. The 
Bible (the Word of God) is full of the subject 
and reveals the cause. of all the world’s 
troubles, but it also declares the existence of 
a loving but righteous God, and a way to 
secure our peace with Him now and for all 
eternity. 


Man can at any moment make his peace 
with God and be certain of the everlasting 
future estate, whereas it is clear to all 
nowadays, if never before, that there is no 
certainty of anything in this life. 


The cause of all the trouble, sorrow and 
sickness in the world is sin. _ Because of sin; 
man is counted as being already dead in God’s 


| 
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a 

sight. Ezekiel says, ‘““The soul that sins sMall 
die” ;() but Christ proclaims the remedy, 
declaring that “the that hears His word, and 
believes on Him that sent Him, has everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation, 
but is passed from death to life.”() All have 
sinned, but God is longing and able to put 
things right, to forgive and to adopt you into 
His family. All you have to do is turn.from 
sin,—repent—, ask God’s forgiveness on the 
merits of Christ’s death, and you have it all,— 
forgiveness of sins, peace, righteousness and 
eternal life on terms satisfactory to God. 
For God has no desire to pour out His anger 
on mankind, but wishes us to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ who died for us.(3) 
Send up a call or a cry or a prayer to God 
immediately, asking Him for forgiveness of 
all the sins you have committed, determining 
to sin no more, and you have secured 
salvation, peace with God, righteousness and 
eternal security, whatever may happen to you 
to-day or to-morrow.) 
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(1) Ezekiel 18, 4. (2) John 5, 24. (3) 1 Thess. 5, 9. 
(4) Rom. 10, 13. Mark 11, 24. 
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Let me beg you not to read on until you 
have thus made your peace with God; but 
what follows is glorious. 


Having now secured salvation, go in for 
all that God has for you, for Christianity is 
best enjoyed in its fulness. If you have a 
burden or a sorrow, take it to Christ to solve, 
for He also bore your sorrows.'s) Have you 
an illness? Bring it to Him, and let a real 
believer lay hands on you and you will be 
healed, for He (Jesus) bore your sicknesses. (6) 
But perhaps you say, “I could not live the 
Christian life, I might sin.” You will not sin 
willingly or deliberately. But if you do fail 
or sin or do any unworthy thing, confess it 
immediately to Him, and He will forgive and 
cleanse you at once from all unrighteousness. (7) 


Your official testimony of your newly 
acquired faith will be baptism (immersion) 
into the Name of Him, Jesus,‘*) who has 
obtained this wonderful and full salvation for 


(5) Isaiah 53, 4. 
(6) Isaiah 53, 4-5. Matt. 8, 16-17. Mark 16, 18. 
(7) 1 John, 1, 9. (8) Acts 2, 38-39. 
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you, so ask to be baptised (immersed). 
God’s seal ‘that what you have done is 
according to His mind will be that He will 
give you The Holy Spirit, as He did in the 
beginning,9) giving you supernatural gifts (!) 
with which to glorify Him. 


After that you will surely tell others of 
what you have got, what Christ has done for 
you. Try to meet with other like-minded 
Christians and expect the Holy Spirit to 
manifest Himself, His reality, His power, in 
your midst.) Finally, remember — glorious 
thought !—that the Lord Jesus is to return to 
this earth(*?) one day instead of enemy airplanes. 
Christ will appear in the skies, and will set up 
His reign of peace and righteousness on 
earth.('3) Praise the Lord !('4) Therefore 


‘sPrepare to meet thy God.” 
S.S.B.G. 


‘ = 2 aaa» © cen@ : eae Ell Ce ee 


(6) Acts 2; 4; 10, 44: 19, 6. (20) 1 Cor. 12 ey i | 2 
(za) 3 Cor 14. 296-33.. (3) Acts I, ii. 
("3) Revelation 20,4.  ('4) Psalm 40, 1-3. 
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Council of Christian Pacifist Groups 


a 


A CONFERENCE 
For “Under Thirty-Fives ” 


WILL BE HELD IN 


THE OAK ROOM, KINGSWAY HALL, LONDON, 
W.C.2 


On SATURDAY, NOVEMBER aist, 1942, 


FROM 2 P.M. TO 7 P.M. 


2.00 DEVOTIONAL OPENING. 
2.30—4.00 BRAINS TRUST SESSION. 
4.00—5.00. TEA. 

5.00—6.30 Group DISCUSSIONS. 
6.30 DEVOTIONAL CLOSE. 


Brains Trust: 


THE REV. E. C. URWIN 
THE REV. GLYN LLOYD PHELPS 
MR. MARK SHIRLEY 


Question-Master and Chairman : 
MRS. DORIS NICHOLLS 


By way of following up the Youth Conference held in 
the spring by the Council of Christian Pacifist Groups, 
it is proposed to hold a conference of two sessions on 
November 21st, the first session in the form of a Brains 
Trust, the second for group discussion, The hope is that 
certain theological questions fundamental to the Christian 
belief, and therefore relevant to our pacifism, may be 
analysed and made clearer. 


Suggestions are invited for questions that might be 
dealt with; these should reach the office not later than 
the first week in November. 


Admission to the conference will be by ticket, price 
1/-, obtainable on application to the Council of Christian 
Pacifist Groups, Drayton House, Gordon Street, London, 
W.C.1 (Euston 5130). 


‘(W) ( “9 oe NOV 192 
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ARMISTICETIDE, 1942 


NOVEMBER 7th, at 2.30 p.m. 


CHRIST & PEACE 


A DEVOTIONAL MEETING 


Chairman : 


The Master of Christ’s College, Cambridge 
(Prof. CHARLES E. RAVEN, D.D.) 


Speakers : 


The Rev. Henry Carter, C.B.E. 
Mrs. Doris Nicholls 


Lady Parmoor 
The Rev. Donald O. Soper, Ph.D. 


KINGSWAY HALL 


KINGSWAY, W.C.2. 


Admission free without ticket. Tickets for reserved seats, price 1/-, 
obtainable of THE SECRETARY, COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 
Groups, Drayton Housz, GORDON STREET, LONDON, W.C.1. 
Telephone: Euston 5130. Please send stamped addressed envelope. 


P.T.O. 


TO FELLOW CHRISTIANS 


War activity at home and knowledge of what air raids have 
done here and of what bombing, invasion, “‘ scorched earth ”’, 
blockade and famine have meant elsewhere, knock every day at the door 
of our imagination and our responsibility. Statesmanship seems to 
see no other way out of the tragedy than that the war machine, now 
worked up to high speed and dragging humanity along with it, must 
be driven on to victory. But that must involve still more widespread 
destruction, the brutalising of many young people, and readiness to 
surrender Christian values, whilst hopes of real peace become 
more and more remote. 


Whether or not it is useful now to produce statements of principle, 
series of peace points, or suggestions for a basis of immediate negotiation, 
the fundamental problem is one of willingness to deal with the spiritual 
facts of fear, suspicion and hate. A fresh initiative of an utterly 
Christian kind is needed. Are we satisfied with saying that the problem 
is too big for people like ourselves to take effective action? Remem- 
bering that it was to ordinary people, wholly willing to attend to 


him, that Jesus Christ made God’s way clear, we may surely believe 
that the ways of God for the present time can become plain to the 
Christian. ‘The first step is certainly to draw Christians together in 
twos and threes and possibly in larger groups for prayer and for a 
degree of fellowship not yet widely and fully known among us. This 
paper is circulated in the hope that those who read it will accordingly 
feel moved to talk the matter over with friends and neighbours. 


| NOV 1942 
CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


6 ENDSLEIGH STREET, LONDON, W.C1 


Telephone : EUSton 5501 


hat : FENNER BROCKWAY Organising Secretary: 
ot ae A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW 


Vice-Chairman: STEPHEN J. THORNE Public Relations Officer: 
REDHEAD STUART MORRIS 


Secretary: NANCY BROWNE 


eGth October, 194e 


Treasurer: a. Cie 


As you know, this Board does not take part in 
pacifist propaganda, but is concerned to defend liberty 
of conscience. The Board has eighteen constituent 
bodies, including the Society of Friends, Fellowship 
of Keconciliation, Peace Pledge Union and Independant 
Lavour Party. 


As the war prorresses, more and more conscientious 
objectors have been required to bear witnegs to their 
convictions in prison, and many of these remain subject 
to further prosecution vhen they are released. In our 
opinion, the question of further prosecutions is one of 
great and unfortunately increasing importance. : 


I enclose a copv of a pamphlet on this subject 
recently issued, and shall be glad of any aetion you feel 
able to take on behslf of the conscientious objectors 
subject to the possibility of "cat and mouse” treatment. 


Apart from this general question, I hope that you 
mey find time to mive symposthetic consideration to the 
cases of Gernld Henderson, Stanlev Hilton and Ronald 
Smith mentioned on pages 135, 14 «and 16 of the pamvhict, 


The Board feels that knowledge of the facts should 
be spread in religious, left wing, Inabour, and other 
orgsnisntions and that the matter should be reised in 
Parliament, in the press and with the Ministries concerned. 


: 


Sincerely yours, 


“un de Procturas 
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We believe there is. way out! 


MAY CAMPAIGN 


will be held. at 


KINGSLEY HALL 


POWIS ROAD. BOW. E.3 


PUBLIC MEETINGS—Fridays at 8 p.m. 


MAY 3rd — . .° REG. SORENSON, M.P. 
17th © — ‘FENNER BROCKWAY 
24th — ANDREW STEWART * 
31st — Dr. A. D. BELDEN 


SERVICES— Sundays at 7. 


MAY 5,19 & 26 — 
and JUNE 2nd  — | PATRICK FIGGIS 


- Come and help to work it out! — 


As @. Tolifree, (7.U.) Bow, B.S. 
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LO-MORROW 


1943 and After 


lo-morrow will be another Day, 


wethout distinétion of Race or Colour, Class or Creed. 


WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL. II ABBEY ROAD. ENFIELD. 


LL day, where the sunlight played on the sea-shore, Life sat. 
All d: iv the soft wind played with her hair. and the voung, 
young face looked out across the water. She was waiting 
she was waiting: but she could not tell for what. 

All day the waves ran up and up on the sand, and ran back again, 
and the pink shells rolled. Life sat waiting: all day, with the sunlight in 
her eves, she sat there, tll, grown weary, she laid her head upon her 
knee and te I asleep, W < uting still. 

Then a keel grated on the sand, and then a step was on the shore 
Life awoke and heard it. A hand was laid upon her; she looked up, and 
saw over her the strange, wide eyes of Love—and Life now knew for 
whom she had sat there waiting. 

And Love drew Life up to him. 

And of that meeting was born a thing rare and beautiful—Joy, 
First-Joy was 11 called. [Lhe sunlight when it shines upon the merry 
water IS not so glad: the rosebuds, when as turn back their lips for 
the sun's first kiss, are not so ruddy. Its tiny pulses beat quick. It was 
so warm, so soft! It never spoke, but it laughed and played in the sun- 
shine: and Love and Life rejoiced exceedingly. Neither whispered it to 
the other, but deep in its own heart each said, “It shall be ours for 
Van: 


Then there came a time—was it after weeks? was it after months? 
Love and Life do not measure time)—-when the thing was not as It 
had been. 

Sull it plaved; still it laughed; still 1t stained its mouth with purple 
berries; but sometimes the little hands hung weary, and the little eyes 
looked out heavily across the water. 

And Life and Love dared not look into each other’s eyes, dared not 
say, “What ails our darling?” Each heart whispered to itself, “It 1s 
nothing, it 1s nothing, to-morrow it will laugh out clear’. But to- 
morrow and to-morrow came. They journeyed on, and the child 
plaved beside them, but heavily, more heavily. 

One day Life and Love lay down to sleep; and when they awoke, 
was gone: only, near them, on the grass, sat a little stranger, with a 
open eyes, very soft and sad. Neither noticed it; but they walked apart, 


wee ping bitte rly, “Oh, our Joy! our lost Joy! shall we see you no more 
for ever: 


The little soft and sad-eyed stranger slipped a hand into one hand of 
each, and drew them closer, and Life and Love walked on with it 
between them. And when Life looked down in anguish, she saw her 
tears reflected in its soft eyes. And when Love, mad with pain, cried 
out, “1 am weary, | am weary! | can journey no further; the light 1s 
all behind, the dark 1s all before,” a little rosy finger pointed where the 
sunlight lay upon the hillsides. Always its large eyes were sad and 
thoughtful: alwavs the little brave mouth was smiling quietly. 

So they wandered on, through the dark lands and the light, always 
with that little brave smiling one between them. Sometimes they 
remembered that first radiant Joy, and whispered to themselves, “Oh! 
could we but find him also!” : 

One day Life and Love cried out, **O tell us: when first we met, a 
lovely radiant thing belonged to us— gladness without a tear, sunshine 
without a shade. Oh! how did we sin that we lost it? Where shall we go 
that we may find 

And the answer came, “lo have it back, will you give up that which 
walks beside you now?” And in agony Love and Life cried, ‘‘No!”’ 

“Give up this!” said Life. ““When the thorns have pierced me, who 
will suck the poison out? When my head throbs, who will lay his tiny 
hands upon it and still the beating? In the cold and the dark, who will 
warm my freezing heart?” 

And Love cried out, “Better let me die! Without Joy I can live; with- 
out this | cannot. Let me rather die, not lose it!” 

“© fools and blind!” came the answer. ““What you once had 1s that 
which you have now! When Love and Life first meet, a radiant thing ts 
born, without a shade. When the roads begin to roughen, when the 
shades begin to darken, when the days are hard, and the nights cold 
and long—then it begins to:change.”’ 

‘Tove and Life wll not see it, will not spo. it—tll one day they 
start up suddenly, crying, ‘O God! O God! we have lost 1t! Where is 
it?’ [They do not understand that they pone = not carry the laughing 
thing unchanged into the desert, and the frost, and the snow. [hey 
do not know that what walks beside them still 1s Joy grown older.” 

‘The grave, sweet, tender thing—warm in the coldest snows, brave 
in the dreariest deserts—its name is Sympathy; it is the Perfect Love.” : 
Abridged.) OLIVE SCHREINER | 

South Africa 


THERE I8S GOING ITO BE A 
TO-MORROW 


We do not ask that the world to-morrow shall be an eas\ 
world in which to live, but that we may acquire the strength. 
the OULPAGC and the VISION LO make the world of to-morrow 

better world than that of lo-dav. 


NON-VIOLENI RESISTANCE IS 
NOT NON-RESIS TANCE 


*T have an implicit faith— a faith that to-day burns brighte: 
Nar GVeer x atter hall a century s experience ot its practice 
hat mankind can only be saved through non-violence, which 
| rhe central LC al hing ot the Bible. AS | have understood the 
Bible. God has chosen me as His instrument for presenting 
on-violence to India for deabng with her many ills. | am quite 
ire that not only should 1t answer all our requirements in oun 
vn country, but that. it would, if properly apphed, prevent 
the bloodshed that 1s going on outside India and 1s threaten- 
ett overthrow the Western World. me) P ACEC will not COME 
of a clash of arms, but out of Justice, lived and done by 

| nations mn the face of odds. — | 


Vi K. GANDHI 


Sent lo you as a message of Courage 


Confidence and Sympath ! 


from the 
WAR. RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL 


- Autumn, 1942 


PEACE AIMS DOCUMENTS 


A NEW SERIES 


Texts of official and unofficial declarations, treaties, manifestoes, etc., bearing on the problems of 
post-war settlement and reconstruction. 


No. of copies 
required. 
ALLIED PEACE AIMS 


The Atlantic Charter—The Anglo-Soviet Pact—The Mutual Aid Agreemenit——The’ 4 Wy re 
United Nations Pact—I.L.O. Conference Resolutions, etc. 


SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) ° N6. ! 


i 


: f c, Dp te : > 
BRITAIN’S PEACE AIMS Lo’ ss vidual Teacher. o 


A 


Speeches by ANTHONY EDEN, Sir STAFFORD CRIPPS, OLIVER: TTELTOR ES NS My 
ERNEST BEVIN, Sir WILLIAM JOWITT, LORD HALIFAX and others: 


NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) 


ore 


AMERICA’S PEACE AIMS 


Speeches by President ROOSEVELT, CORDELL HULL, HENRY WALLACE, 
SUMNER WELLES, J. G. WINANT and others. 
NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. 3 


PEACE AIMS PAMPHLETS 


INDIA : 1939-1942 


An objective record of the chief developments in the Indian situation from September, 
1939, up to and including the Cripps Mission. Prepared by AGATHA HARRISON 
and GERALD BAILEY. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. |4 
FOOD RELIEF FOR OCCUPIED EUROPE : 


DINGLE FOOT, M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic Warfare), 
Miss EDITH M. PYE and ROY WALKER. 


NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. I3 


BRITAIN AND RUSSIA: THE FUTURE 


Professor H. J. LASKI, Professor JOHN MACMURRAY, LORD HORDER, J. MIDDLE- 
TON MURRY, MAURICE DOBB, Professor S. KONOVALOY, E. F. CARRITT, ANDREW 
ROTHSTEIN, Dr. EVGHENY LAMPERT and others. 


ONE SHILLING and THREEPENCE (postage Idd.) (1942) No. 12 


FREEDOM FOR COLONIAL PEOPLES 
Dr. RITA HINDEN, Dr. W. ARTHUR LEWIS, Professor NORMAN BENTWICH and 


A. CREECH JONES, M.P. 
NINEPENCE (postage Id.) (1942) No. | 


THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND THE U.S.A. IN THE POST-WAR 
WORLD 
Senor de MADARIAGA, Professor DENIS SAURAT, Professor A. L. GOODHART, 
Miss BARBARA WARD, H. N. BRAILSFORD, WILLARD CONNELY, Professor 
GEORGE CATLIN, H. D. LIEM, Miss VERA BRITTAIN and others. 


ONE SHILLING (postage 2d.) (1942) No. 10 
[Continued overleaf 


PEACE AIMS PAMPHLETS—continued 


THE ATLANTIC CHARTER—THE ROOSEVELT-CH URCHILL DECLARATION 
A point-by-point Commentary and study outline. 


FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 9 
A NEW ORDER FOR GERMANY 
G. O. G. LUETKENS. THREEPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 8 


THE PRESENT CRISIS AND THE SPIRIT OF MAN 
CARL HEATH. THREEPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 7 


THE SPIRITUAL BASIS OF PEACE 


Dr. HERBERT G. WOOD, RITCHIE CALDER and Professor NORMAN BENTWICH. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 6 


THE ECONOMIC REVOLUTION 
Professor HAROLD J. LASKI, WILFRED WELLOCK and P. W. MARTIN. 
SIXPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 5 


THE FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
Professor E. H. CARR and Senor S. de MADARIAGA. 
FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1941) No. 4 
LEAGUE AND FEDERATION : 
GERALD BAILEY, M.A. TWOPENCE (postage Id.) (1940) No. 3 


THE NEW WORLD ORDER 


H. G. WELLS, Senor S. de MADARIAGA, J. MIDDLETON MURRY and Dr. C. E. M. 
JOAD. FOURPENCE (postage Id.) (1940) No. 2 


WHAT KIND OF PEACE ? 


Sir NORMAN ANGELL, G. D. H. COLE, Rev. HENRY CARTER, W. ARTHUR LEWIS, 
Mrs. BARBARA WOOTTON and others. 


ONE SHILLING (postage 2d.) (1940) No. | 


Published alternate months : 


‘PEACE AIMS” A regular eight-page survey by Mr. Robert Donington of books, 
articles, pamphlets, speeches, etc., on the peace aims problem. 


TWO SHILLINGS and SIXPENCE for 12 issues (post free). 
Specimen copy on request. 


PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION YEAR BOOK, 1942 


Directories of organisations in Great Britain concerned with problems of post-war 
settlement and reconstruction, Relief and Refugee organisations, etc. ; Bibliographies 
of books and pamphlets on international affairs, League of Nations and |.L.O. publica- 
tions, etc. ONE SHILLING (postage Id.) 


To NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL, 144, Southampton Row, London, W.C.| 


Please send me copies of the above-mentioned publications as indicated. | enclose £ ee. * 
in payment. (A discount of 25 per cent. is allowed on |2 or more publications. A set of the |6 available 
Documents and Pamphlets will be sent post free at a charge of seven shillings and sixpence). 
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THE LONDON UNION OF THE F2LLOWSHIP-OP-RZCONCILIATION 
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The subject suggested-for’ Group study during the Autum 
and Winter is "The Church Universal". 
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AUTUMN MEETING. The London Union Committees, anticipating your 
desire for information on the subject, has arranged a meeting for 
Saturday 17th October, at the Methodist Church, Hinde Street, 
Manchester Square, W.1l. The Mesting will be presided over by 

Rev. James W.Alexander, who will open it at 3 p.m, with a devotional 
time. The speaker, liov.A.M.¢hirgwin M.A., who is an authority on 
the subject, and author of "Under Fire” will give an address on the 
"World Church", Tims will be allowed for discussion, we hops that 
those who take part in it will come with prepared minds. May Ll 
suggest that you would find it helpful to read beforehand Rev, 
Laslis ig ag eal digest of Mr.Chirgwin's book in pamphlet form, 
It can be had: from this office, 7d post free. I hope very much 
you will be able to attond the mooting. We are perhaps over- 
looking our responsibility to those who, while outside our Fellovw- 
ship, arse interested to hear what wea have to say. Please make 

the mescting as widely known as possible. 


INDIA and FAMINE. Your Group Secretary will already have passed 
on to you the information and suggestions on the above matters which 
have beon sent by the Rev.Leslis Artingstall. Toleograms urging 
our Government to take theinitiative in re-opening negotiations 
with India have been sont from this office to Mr. Amery, Sir 
Stafford Cripps and the M.P. for Holborn. Perhaps you can take or 
have taken similar action. I am sure you will realises the urgency 
of the matter and are doing all in your power to ini“.uence public 
opinion through the local press, by mestings etc, A valuable 
pamphlet which should be road by everyone is “India sinco the 
Cripps Commission” published at 7d, post free, by the U.D.C. It 
can de obtained at this office. Our Groups in London and through- 
out the country are actively working to educate peoples! minds on 
the famine conditions, you would have been most encouraged had you 
heard the Reports at the Summer Conference of efforts being made. 


k_ sorios of 7 classes with special reforence to youn 
sople will be hala Fortul cht ly (17-ad each class’ boginning Tuesday, 
optember 15th 7.50 to 9-15 (earlier if desired) at the Mathows 

Surflicet School of English, 352 Primrose Hill Road, Hampstead, from 
where all particulars can be obtained and information about classes 
in other districts. The classes will deal with the psychology of 
children and young people, They will include help in ieading 
discussion with children and young poopis of various ages, and in 
taking with them the beginnings of dramatic work, impromptu play 
acting, impromptu speaking, and story, play and poetry writing. 
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CHILDREN'S HOSPITALITY COMMITTSs.  #You may remomber in my last 
1stter to you I asked for offers of Holiday hospitality for children 
living in the Deptford district. I fesl I must now say "Thank you" 
for your response and tell you that your offers made it possible 

for 51 children to have a very happy holiday. Space does not 

allow me to tell sane of thse delightful incidents in connection with 
the holidays but if you would care to know more, please write for a 
report to the Secretary of ths C.H.0., May White, at this office, 


THE FELLOWSHIP HOUR. Wa are rather concerned at the decreasing 
attendances at those Neotings, hold on tho third Monday in the month 
at 17 Ked Lion Square, Ws roaliso thse lessonsd transport facilities 
and other circumstances which make it difficult for friscnds to _ 
attend, but we also realise our urgent need of constant corporate 
communion with God and cach other. This Hour onca a month, which 
has now been kept for sight years, has besn a gource of strength 

to many and we should be loth to lose it. if,you have any suggest- 
ions regarding its upkeep I shall be very grateful to reccive them, 
During the winter, from and including 19th October the Hour will be 
kept betweer 1 and 2 p.m. time being allowed for picnic lunch at the 


beginning. The leader on Monday 19th October will be Pilgrim 
Frances Roberts, | 


May I add a personal word? I seom to sense among some of 


our members what apvears to be a growing fvoling of apathy and 
depression, Perhaps I am mistaken but if I am not, may < send you 
a word of cheer? . 


Wil] those of you wko are feeling cast down and frustrated 
face yourssives with:ths causs of your depression? However dark 
and difficult the way seems and for somes it is dark and difficult, 
though full of wonderful opportunities, do not forget that we are 
followsfs of one who did not promise an sasy path, but He did 
promise that He would be with us alway, even unto the end. If we 
belisve we are the forerunners of a new world order we must and we 
can adventure in Faith, trusting in His strength. 


Let us then take courage and remember the words of a 


forerunner of olden times; words which are as true today as when 
they were written:-~ | 


"The Lord shall renow their strengths; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; thoy shall run and not be 
weary; thoy shall walk and not faint," 
Yours in fellowship, 
BEATRICE C.M. BROWN 


Secretary. 
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\ ur. Neville Chamberlaints Message to the Nation:- 
\. "I, HAVE BROUGHT PEACE IN OUR T IME" 


sept. 1938, 


‘ THE COMMUNIST PARTY'S MBSSAGE TO THE CONSCRIPTS 
April 1940. 


You have just signed the Register and in a few weeks 
you will bo callod upon to defend DEMOCRACY against that man Hitler, the 
man our NATIONAL GOVERNMENT BUILT UP. 

Do you remoembor? / / 

SPAIN Fa 
AUSTRIA *, 
CZECHO=SLOVAKIA =‘ 


Do you remombor 
: THE ANGLO=GERMAN NAVAL AGREEMENT 
which gavo the 0. K. to Hitlor to build his submarines? 


OF COURSE! During those fow yoars, tho PROFITEERS of 
England had a busy time raking in the cash. 


CONSCRIPI THE MEN BUT NOT OUR CASH 
its thoir motto. 


Think it ovor mato. Are wo roally fighting Msoism? 


HOW DEMOCRATIC ARE THE ARMY ALLOWANCES? , 

Thousands of wives with husmmnds in 
the army arc forcod to go to tho pawnbrokors and tho P. A. C., so that thoir 
children may got onough food. 


HOW DEMOGRATIG ARE THE INCREASED FOOD PRIGES?. 
The poor cant buy cnough food 
whilst tho rich f211 thoir lardor and cat in Wost End Hotols. 


Your workmates in tho factorias are fighting tho profiteccrs for 
HIGHER WAGES & 
DECENT LIVING 
CONDIT IONS» 


THE COMMUNIST PARTY CALLS ON YOU TO REMBMBER ALWAYS THAT YOU ARE WORKERS AND 
THAT THE BOSSES AND LANDLORDS ARS STILL YOUR GNEMIES. 


END PROFITEERING 


DEMAND 30/= PER WEUK AND RENT ALLOWANCES FOR SOLDIZRS WIVBSt 
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Issuod by tho Stopnoy Branch of tho Communist Party of Groat Britathy 
18, LUKIN STREET, EB. le 


THE LONDON.. UNION OF THE FsLLOWSHIP Of KMCONCILIAYION. 


OUTER WEST LOWON COUNCIL. 


EALING GROUP. 


Chairmans Secretary 

Reve ReBeCoe TALBOT. Annie He Chapman, 
1O, Creighton Road, 
S- Baling, We 5- 
("phone SALs 0994). 


Dear Priend, 
Will you make note of the following meetings for October. 


Tuesday, Octel3the We are to have another visit on this 
occasion from Mrse Doris Nicholls, London Union Organiser. Doris 
has prepared a plan of study for the winter months under the 
subject of "The Universal Church" and while she is with us on the 
13th will open up the subject for use This visit is not only 
to talk on the plan, but also that our Organiser may spend an 
evening with us and help us in any way that she cane Please come 
and welcome her and help to make the evening a happy one. 

Tuesday, Octe27the We spend a good deal of time aiscussing 
and wonderingawhat we as Christian pacifists can and should 
help politically. On Qct. 27th Miss Joan Ironmonger of Southall 
is coming to talk to us on "The reasons for and against pacifists 
joining the Labour Party". We suggest that on this evening you 
bring along with you your politically minded pacifist friends to 
listen to Miss Ironmonger and join in the discussion afterwards. 
The meetings are held at 49, Uxbridge Koad, We 5e (almost opposite 
Baling Town Hall) and commence at 8 peme sharp-e Please arrive as 
soon after 7-45 as you are able in order to ensure as little 
disturbanse as possible of the opening devotional. 

Mey I remind you again of the Autumn F.O-Ke Meeting at 
Hinde Street Methodist Church on Saturday October 17th, commencing 
at 3 Delle Speaker Reve AeMe Chirgwiny MeA- and his subject 
“World Church®. The Meeting will be presided over by the 
Reve JeWe Adexander, MeA- Chairman of London Union. 


With every good wish, 
Yours sincerely, 


ANNIE ke CHAPMAN. 
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The etpchvortn Peace Gouneii. will. meet .on  *iondar 


, at... “ROWSiies" 


iF 
next, fOth ioverber, °.0 pm 


2,0 >. Business tieeting: Minutes, Finance, 


Correspondence, 
Announceents, and 2nv 


other business. 


8.1% 5". BRAINS TRUST, answerins anv questions on Peace ais 
Vuestions to be handed 


in to the Question.” rxeter a 
bezinnins of sal ag rest 


ince 
Anrronc intcrested will be welconrc to 2ttend 


oe eere'y Be Palmer. 
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PRHACH PLEDGE UNION JeTCHWORTH ba ACH 


lL, Korton Yay horta. 
ae Dec. 1942. 


Dear Friend, ed he | 
In our first 1945 Bulletin I want to extend to you &% warm 
welcome to our weekly meetings. IZ you ae unable tO mect with us, 
We até always glid to hear your views una to receive Sug iestions about 
our future activity, : 
Ta TINGS | 

All meetings are held at ‘Howzills', South: View On Weancesuays at &. 

Jain. 6th Humphrey §.Moore (As sistant Editor, "Peace News") 
: 1s eae L Es 1d Giutpi iy on 


_ Jan, 13th. : Syaney Palmer | 7 
van 20th Mrs. Sykes TEUEH ana he hitw Psychology 


Jun evth. Reme }enon Hi Menon is «un Inalan now resiacent 


eee 8 


$< thinot tn. ) ' 
Some Asnects of Inalan Lite 


aa lee rele leer llr lc rer lUcrelUc ee lc hc ee CO 


LIBRARY Many people are unaware that we possess « small number of 
books for loan tO members. — In: aes these booxs will be on. snow «Ft 
Howzyllls on Wednesday evenings. Yo ale trying to cnlurge this Librury 
ana are asking that peonle who borrow booxKsS snoula Diy £G. PEL. WEEK 
“so tht other “books, tor which tnere is a-acmma, Cin de -purcnused, 
From time to time we shall give in this bulletin a list of the new 
books available, Tf people having hooks of general interest, wall 
pass them on to us we shall be ~ratetul. Our litest purchase 1s 

Max Plowman's ‘The Right to live’. 


PEACE NEWS — You receive this: Bulletin montnly,- but, ao. you tuke 
Riek | 'Peace News’ += yrice ea, Bers 
Ii not, will you? 
Oraers' may be placed wita your. Bulle tin Distributor, 
or suena direct to ll, korton Yay orth. 


AXNUAL GENERAL MEF TING OF THE NATIONAL a 


————o ee 


Ii any member has a resolution tor the coOnslacr«tion oL the Group 
there will be an onportunity to ao so on Yeanesany Jin c<Oth. 
Groups have been invited to send resolutions to tielr Area Comilttec. 


The Area Committec, having consld«red them, Muy, Bena One Fesolution 
which they feel best exnresses the general desire OL thelr groups. 

The A.G.M. ATrangements Committee will cornsidex the: rcsolutions - ae 
submittca by Arens, correlate then as Fer as possible, allocute to the 
first two sessions ‘such resolutions as muy appropriately be taken on 
Reports, ana choose three of the Temaining resolutions to be the 
subject of discussion, : (eee 7 


Yours sincerely, 
Soria. Me Bark ett. 


FRIENDS TEMPERANCE UNION 


Temperance Knowledge 
Examination 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


TEXT BOOK 


“THE JOY OF LIVING” 


BY 
MARGARET BAKER 


AGE CLASSES 


Crass A. Under 14 years of age 
Chapters 1 and 2 


Crass B. 14 and under 17 years 
Chapters 1, 2 and 3 


Crass C. 17 and under 21 
Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 and 


HE purpose of this effort is to provide 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SPECIFIC INSTRUC- 
TION OF YOUNG PEOPLE CONCERNING ALCOHOL 
and its effects upon the human body, in order 
that the witness of the Society of Friends on 
this problem may be efficiently and faithfully 
maintained, 

Experience has shown that the simple basis 
of facts prompting the practice of abstinence 
can be readily understood and remembered 
when learned early in youth, 

The method suggested is that of SMALL 
Groups MEETING FOR AN Hour OR SO ONCE 
A WEEK, SAY, FOR [wo MontTHS BEFORE THE 
Date FIXED FOR THE EXAMINATION UNDER 
THE LEADERSHIP OF AN OLDER FRIEND, In 
, schoolroom, meeting house or private house, 
The chapters for study are those on which 
the questions would be set for the Examina- 
tion on Saturday, December 12th, 1942. 

It is proposed to make the Examination 
an annual event, and to award CERTIFICATES 
AND PrizzEs on the Examiners’ adjudication. 
The prizes will be books of the following 
value: First, Second, Third, 10o/-, 5/- and 
2/6 respectively in Class A; and f{1, 10/- 
and 5/- in each of Classes B and C. 

This, then, is the privilege of service in 


which we ask Friends to share. Nothing 


contributed more to the success of the 
Temperance Movement than the devoted 


Christian Service which individual enthusiasts 
gave to the children whom they gathered 
round them. Wutt You, oR SOME FRIENDS 
WHOM YOU WILL INFLUENCE, FIRST ENROL 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF APPROPRIATE AGE IN 
your MEETING and then for the short period 
of six or eight weeks give them the fellowship 
of guidance which a study group requires ? 
(Please remember that, though only one or 
two children are left after others have 
evacuated, the needs of those left are not less 
because they are few.) 


INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS MAY ENTER FOR THE 
EXAMINATION. Even if the boy or girl 
pursues his or her reading entirely without 
guidance, we shall seek to arrange with local 
Friends a place and opportunity for the 
examination. 


Names and addresses and ages of children 
and young persons in groups, or of individual 
students, should be sent to F.T.U., Room 44, 
Friends House, Euston Road, N.W.1, Nor 
LATER THAN OCTOBER I§TH, 1942, which is 
about THE TIME THE CouRSE OF READING 
SHOULD COMMENCE. 


20 JAN 1S 
ques 


HE Examination questions will be graded 
according to ages. t e—el 


* * * 


Leaders will be asked to arrange for a 
place for examination. Correspondents and 
interested Friends are asked to send to James 
Hudson, as EARLY AS POSSIBLE, THE NAME 
AND ADDRESS OF SUCH LEADER. 


Be oe * 


The Questions will be set and Answets 
adjudicated by the Temperance Collegiate 
Association. 

* * 

There are no Entrance Fees for Candidates. 
The Text Book, “‘ The Joy of Living ”, will 
be supplied by the F.T.U. at the net price 
of 6d. Students, whose names are forwarded 
to Friends House on or before October 15th, IW 
will receive a.copy for 4d. Such cheap 
copies will be posted direct to the leaders, 
or to the individual student where there is 
no group or leader. | 


Friends Temperance Union: 
Secretary, James H. Hudson, 
Room 44, Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1 


i, 


WALTHAMSTOW & DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR OBJECTORS & CONSCRIPTS 


Noo5e eens SO Se ee Octover, 1940. 


TO ALL C-.O's. & ASSCCIATES we extend our earnest good wishes and 
fellowship in these difficuit and trying days, In particular we 
express our -@1% cyvmpathy to all those of our friends who have 
alrseqgy sufi ered erie TULSLY. Some have iost their homes, some have 
saffered cther material ioss or have had other trying personal 
experiences. To ali we extend the hand of féllowsnip, We are 
thankrul that so far as we are aware none has suffered serious 
physical harm, 


THE BLITZKRIEG & US. Naturally present conditions have complicated our 
~ activities, bit despite the difficulties the secretarial work goes 
on and every effort is being made to give full attention to individal 
casese For any delays or consequént inconveniences the Secretary asks 
your indulgence. If personal calls are difficult the Secretary will 
‘be happy to do his very best to déal with the matters concerned 
either by phone or correspondence. All friends can very materially 
assist, however, by replying promptly to all communications, In 
particular it is once again requested that C.O's. should notify the 
Secretary promptly when they receive a summons to attend a local or 
appellate tribunal, report the result immediately and keep him 
fully informed of all developments in their cases. 


CONTACT. At the present moment our Plans in regard to aggregate 


meetings are in abeyance, mt the central administrative committes 
will be meeting shortly to consider wo 1ys and means of maintaining 


general . eontact. Meanwhile all are urged to keep in close associa- 
tion with their respective groups. Those who are unattached sre 
again urged to consider linking up with one or otner of the groups 
associated with us. The Secretary will gladly put any inquirer into 
touch with an appropriate group organisation, 


PACIFIS” SERVICE UNITS. We are daily pease Pat reports of many of our 
and active 
expression to their ienaka tasean foith, ~4n a varfety of direc tions 
during these distressing days. We extend our good wishes to them all 
and our gratitude to them for upholding the constructive Pacifist 
Way. Others who are looking for similar opportunity will be 
interested and glad to learn of the formation of several local 
Pacifist Service Units which are already very active in many spheres, 
Inquiries, offers of full-time ond part-time service, and offers of 
equipment and CASH will be welcomed either by the Regional secretary, 
Mr Cyril Wellington, 12, The Aveme, Highams Park, E.4,. or by any 
of the undermentioned Unit secretaries -~ 
Walthamstow; lir Ron Hitchens, ©, Lansdowne Road, 4.17. 
Woodford; hir Reg Dyer, 29 ‘Greenstead Gardens, ‘loodford Green ,Essex. 
Highams Park: Mr Arthur Pettet, 26, M ‘arlborourh Roa 2nd, Hete 
Chingford: Mr F.Garrett, 120, Cherrydown Aveme, Bede 


The P.S.U's, afford a medinm for active, practical and 


effective witness to a Positive Faith And we earmesily ask for 
the maximum support from all our Associates, THE NEED IS GREAT, 


THE NUMBER OF C C,0's registered with this Committee is now 396. 
~ Gontact with a number has only recently been established, , through 
information furnished by the London Committee for C.0's., after they 
had already bsen Hos OFS A local tribunal, We welcome them into our 
fellowship, Since cur formrticn only 19 men (not included in the 
above total) Mave withdrawn tneir cbjection after having registered 
with us as G:'s. 


C.O's TN RE SERVED OCCUPATIONS, Wiil they please report to the 


ee PO 2 hehe 7. ee ee. woe * + eoe,. or et >~ —=—_— 


Secretary if anu when, after eaten eter: they receive official 
confirmation or reservation? : 


) 


TRIPUNAL DECISIONS, To sate; so tar as reports nave been received from 
“thse CouCermca, alg ¢ he C.0's.’ ropisicred itth us have been 
-perore, 4 tO] “PICANOL, “Tee suL.ts Nave heen as followg:- 


A. ronan er iL exvemoti : ,, Non-combatant military duties 66 
B. Cordii a e xempuion Military service without 


sa bjec act to Givil wore 6] qualification 45 


COMPARATIVE PERCENTAGES. Up to srd, August 5001 London Cases had heen 
heard by the local tribunals. A comparison of the results with those 
of the 138 of our C.0's. whowore advised by us before their hearing 
is interesting ;:- Decision 

A B ea: D 
ALL LONDON CASES os % 6 25 =e. oS 
w'STOW & DIST. CASES 5 - BY O7 1% O7 6 7% 18 «8% 


APPEALS. With a general "stiffening" of local tribunnls the number of 
appeals has increased rapidly. The following is the present position: 
Appeals entered against - 

BR 15 = 4 rejected, 1 modified to other civil work, 8 pending. 
CGC. 50 ~- 8 rejected, 4 modified to B, 1 to D at own request 


O7 pending. 
D. 43 = 1 rejected, 2 modified to B, 5 to 0, 55 pending. 


RESISTERS. For refusing to submit to medical examination after having 
been ordered Non-combatant duties Gordon Reed and John Leathers have 
been summoned and detained in prison since 2lst and 27th. August 
respectively. Both aré now at Brixton (in nextedoor cells.). Both 
are in good health and good spirits and report that they are well 
treated. They may receive books, newspapers, letters and visitors 
during certain hours. Another C.0., only recently registered with 
us, Leslie Perry, has also gone to prison in similar circumstances. 
We “are anxious that their loneliness may be relieved by a steady 
flow of friendly letters. Miss Mary Rich, our Correspondents’ 
Secretary, 146, Forest aoeds Hell. would be glad to hear of any 
friends who would be Willing to. correspond in thesc cases or with 
any of a mmber of others who have gone away on agricultural work, 
non-combatant duties or business evacuation. PLEASE HELP IN THIS 
IMPORTANT WORK OF FELICYSHIP. 


LITELE BUT TMPORTANT REQUESTS, Will al1 C.O's. please quote in 
correspondenze the personal Ref. No. given in the secrevary's 
communiczaAxvions? A stamped and addressed envelope with ietters 
requirinz a reply will be appreciated whe1veves posi v.1e, Please do 
not address Llevters to “The Secret: Nae s wo.thamstow &: Cammttee for 
Consagientious ¢ Sbfsetors” » NEne ort nd ees #145. sufttsec: fw 

write on open postoards. Pisase notify any sricu¢ at 

immedintesy - this is very importan~ to avoid loxters suing astray. 


Failure in this regard has already cccnsisned certain Ajffisuities,. 


Roe | 


——— - —_— ~~ - 


a ine reasi 
calls for saet Assistance a7 “appeata ou> AT AID FUND is 23 
urgent need of support. Similariy our GENERAL FUND for administrative 
expenses and our weekly contribution of £1 to tne esseni.s- work of 
the London Committee for C.0‘s, requires constant replenishment, 
Group and individual contrimtions to either will be weilscmesa by 
Miss-E.Simpson, 51, Albert Road, EH.17. The needs .of the DISTRESS 

FUND to meet what are bound to Ye growing demands upon it, are argente 
Contributions to any Group Collector or direct to the Financial 
Secretary, Mr BeSamel, 16, Preston Avenue, Highams Park, Bode 

Please do not let our Funds, and thus our essential work, surfer 
because of the present difficulties oF contact and meeting, 


“ 


2 Mapperley Drive, Oak Hill, #.0«REDH#AD, Hon Secretary. 


b 


Woodford Green, ESSEX no vx Kk swood 1671, 


EVENING NEWS COPYRIGHT. 


EVENING NEWS COPYRIGHT. 


WITHOUT YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT OUR WORK CANNOT GO ON. 


o') Gaoee . d. towards your funds. 
* I promise f d. towards your funds. 


* I promise £ 7 d. per month towards the Sponsorship Scheme. 
* Please send me particulars of the Sponsorship Scheme. 


Address 


eeeeeeee eee Oe ee ee ee de eh nL EEE LELLAELELELIEL ELLE LEEELELELeELELeELeTTeeeeeee 


* Strike out where not applicable. 


PACIFIST. SERVICE UNITS 
(Registered under the War Charities Act, 1940) 
6, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


hel | " 


from the Manchester Guardian, Nov. 1938.: 


"...An instant after the last wreath was in place, 
Big Ben struck the first note of eleven, the maroons sounded, 
and the silence fell like a curtain, 

For a few seconds the air was empty of every sand 
except the rustling of the plane leaves. And then suddenly 
there was a commotion on the pavement outside the Home Officé 
and behind the line of Cabinet Ministers. The rigid line of 
sailors at the edge of the crowd was abruptly broken, and 
a thick-sét, fairehaired man, bare-headed, and wearing a 
mackintosh, rushed out into the roadway, shouting in a high 
tormented voice, “All this hypocrisy]' and after it another 
phrase which sounded like ‘Preparing for war'. 

He ran forward in a direction which would have taken 
him past the Prime Minister, but half a dozen policemen burst 
through the gap after him and brought him down in_a struggling 
heap about two yards away from Mr. Chamberlain. they piled 
themselves on top of him until he was invisible, and tried 
to muffle his shouts. But again one heard faintly from 
beneath the heap his cry of ‘All this hypocrisy’, and another 
incoherent sound in which one could only distinguish the word 
"war « 

The Silence still held everybody else rigid and dumb, 

Chamberlain never moved, though all this was happening 

behind him, The King turned his head slightly towards 

disturbance for an instant, thon looked to his front again 
°-nd stood motionless, "me sailors whoss ran* had been broken 
re-formed it silently. Alice *Ticer cantered up to see 
that everything necessary was being done, and the policemen 
on the ground got to their feet and dragged the interrupter 
back into the crowd, where they laid him dow and kept him 
quiet. Not another sound or movement came from all those 
housands of people; the Silence still held them. 

When at last it came to an end the police could be 
seen escorting the man wway through the crowd towards Downing 
Street, where he was taken to an ambulance station, Thyy 
were supporting rather than escorting him, for he seemed alma t 
unconsciuus by this time and made no more noise. 

The crowd through which he passed remained orderly, 
so far as one could distinguish from a roof on the other side 
of the street, though there was a certain amount of shouting 
which was drawned by the roll of drums that followed the 
end or the Silence. <A few excitable peovle are said to have 
shouted 'Kill him{'but so far as one cmld judge there were 
not many people who made any noisy protest. 

Afterwards one learned that the man was one Stanley 
Storey who led been confined to an asylum last February and 


- 
. 


. 9 


lanchester Guardian. Qe 


. 


d in Sevtember. At the time, of course, this Was not 
sais. an his mt ate seemed rather the agonized ery or one who 
nad found the strain of the moment and of his own convictions 
too much to be borne. As such it heightened one's own feelings 
almost intolerably. ‘there mst be few people who can attend 
the celebrations of Armistice Day without having to thrust into 
the background of their minds the fear that all the suffering of 
twenty years has not prevented more sufferings tO CoMCeec. 
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a woth er( away) and nyself (heavily burdened with mich work) tun 


ne Goncern here at tRis very addregs(for . 
3 ‘ petrel.is supplieé by the government) and 
; work for several people: This,at least, 
°; dontt you think? © Then ny l do confidential 
an. Honorary” lecal Correspondent to, the B.B,.C. 
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“dno any” nar te tow derth : vr samé spacé of time, and sist), 
that the tuportance: of my work’ has shown itself to be second 
to nones — et the “sort of: remarks that apvear in “Bat “Te "(as 
Tipaebeealle: Je As therefore ac strange as strange ‘things  ~ : 
‘ean Dé. hs ie uch circumstances,I am regarded,as you: suggest, | 
as being ® employed": Please explain these points and what - 
you. suggest I should do: FT have. seen plenty of adverti cements” 
“pecking . the services of paychologists - advertisements. pt m 
pala by inetitutions ete which aposar tobe controll ed to: - 
“gone” varying, but usually rather large, degree. by the govern- 
“ments No you. advise apolying? Also,my wife( pregnant), my | 
dl thadt wig) and myself(heavily burdened with mich work) run 
a market—gardeniag concern here at.tBis very address(for © « 
perk. of which work petrol is-supplied bythe government) and” 
és there ig plenty of work for several people: This, at. least, *. . 
a Fhoulke. *count* don't. you. think? Then again, de éonfidential.. 
J work ToT; eric. an Honorary Local Correspondent to, the BeBe. | go 
ae purely. of some importance - let alone ite ‘being work? e438 
on ab beer gk Honorary focal acunveresi ent of the National Pence 
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. To . 

The Secretary, 

Central Board for Gonacientious Objecters, 

6, Imésleigh Street, oe return after the War to t. 

LOR Tihs FeGe ie r, Grant, gt ae BM | ‘ 
December Ird 1942. /XPES, LONDON, W.C.I oe 

Dear Nancy Brownie, | | 4 x 


thanks for your letter of the 2nd. a 

I ae very interested to hear that you have seen recent 
press cuttings about myself and should be very pleased if you could ican 
hem to we as it might well be a good thimg if I study them carefuily 
before making a further move on my personal behalf. 

The statement in Peace News of May iL5th appears to ty 
to put "UNeonditionally Exempt C.0.s" in a less favourable light beitore 
the lwy than the “Conditionally exempt C.0.s" who (lJatter),it is stated, 
will not be directed under 564 to fulfil amy conditions of form of se wer: 
to the comuuntty other than the form(s) of sexviee specified by the Te 
Tribunal. Sivilarly,it surely follows that if conditionally exempt €.0.6 | 
can only be Cireected under 564 to Palfil their conditions but merely in a 
more specified manner,it does (or sheuld) logically follow that Uncondit- 
sionally Exempt ¢.0e8 axe equally “*auty=bounmd* HOT to accept conditions of 
aervicd the Tribunal can direct a Conditionally Excmpt ©.0. © 
go into agriculture (for instance), and 538A can them direct that same C.% 
Ante a definate particular job in a Ticulture, Sul why should it be | 
woheld by argone that an Uneondi tionaliy Exempt C.0. who has been siven 
Unesnéitional knepption decausce his Conscientious objections also includ 
& conscientious objection to doing such things as,for inetance, forced | 
Agricultural work under a Mar Agricultural Commttee,can nevertheless be- . 
directed under 564 to do this particular forced agricultural work under a 
War agricultural Comuttes? - I voiee these querfes on bebslf of not 
only myvelf but on behalf of a4 large and thoughtful body of (particularly | 
Wawomdi tionally exempt ) C.e0.-8 who believe that the May 15th statement : 
goes definately against their interests,and is &@ most disturbing 3 | 
statcment to be publicised by the Central Board. for Conreientious =| 
Gbjectorse. : lo pleads e explain -_ - have also to — to other: a}e 
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‘Sinase return after the War to t- * 
| rpwe F.Z.S., BM/XPFS, LONDON, WG 


I am in @ position in which it appears to be cesirable 
to ascertain the legal interpretations of the words *milocyed" and 
*"Unesployea", and Go think and hope that you may be able to help meg 
i an actually fully employed in s 1 part-time occupations,ali of 
which accded up together,make me fully employed during each and every 
day, (health perutl being)» The jobs I do are mogtly of fairly clear 
importance, which I can,if reqiired,try to orove. 

ine CeBeCe0. suggest that I have been troubled recently 
under cefenmes regulation GOB to be medically examined(even thoug): I 
am agi Imeconditionaliy Exempt C.0.:Io you consider it lesal to force 
one in ry category to be medically eamined?~The C.5.C.0. believe it 


es is the first case of ite Kind and consequently find it more or less 
y impercible to advise me)becauce I am not fully amployed in any one 
% particular occupation. ‘ 

‘ I do hope you can help me, and do in trust of ey belief 


in your capabilities of so doing, emciose herewith a rurther £1 to 
contimue my membership ete which lapsed a feu days ago. 

should perhaps mention that the last letter I] received 
frou you wae, Ithink, the one dated end October 1942 uncer refcrerce 
mumber Lon/AT/. (Marlder correspondence was on the SEARCH) question). 

Thanking you, 
yours Taithfuliy , 

(Honorary Local Correspondéus. ORABYG tie): Proadcastine M$39099132,, and 
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fo The Miitor of THE NEW STATRGMAN & BATION. 


Dear Sir, | 

I am writing to you personally as it has been 
pretty clear that ee ee ae ae 
tame, refused to lich advertiseuents from ) 
this address for a reason unknown but qui 


advertivement each week for amp, tapes months...: ei | Vai 


"ADVANCED PSYCHOLOGIST. ¥xpert Poctal PG 
Consultatione by cppointment only. PETFR GRANT, BURLEY, RANTS. . 
yours faithfully, cM 
J, Peter.Grant. iN sg 
(Attached to BeBe, MePeCe, BeteCote | Stes ) Y 
: | eae & . 0, 
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CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


6 ENDSLEIGH STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephone : EUSton 5501 
Chairman: FENNER BROCKWAY . Organising Secretary : 


A. JOSEPH BRAYSHAW 
Vice-Chairman: STEPHEN J]. THORNE ) 


Public Relations Officer : 
Treasurer: E. C. REDHEAD STUART MORRIS 


Secretary: NANCY BROWNE 


y last reste with you ond 
gneulé have pwovsled: w' Geeten*e certificate proving that you were 
not well enough to trevol, 


The Pesult of your non-appearance is almost certain 
to be that a warrant #111 be issued for your arrest. indeed, I 


should tell you thet enquiries were made for you at this adaress tee 
nights ago. 


. Sian‘ eegeks thes adidas wet’? can bo WES Soevent 
your being brought before the magistrates to anaver the summonses as 
te why you refused te obey a direction. , oe en eee 
matters have cone to this crisis. 


With a11 good wishes 
Yours sincerely, 


preee 
Secrotary,. ) 


December Sra 1942. 


+ : | 
(Registere* letter) Picase return after the er. 


Dear Judge Wetbered, = | © Sant, F.Z.S., BM/xprs. LONDO 
Thank you very much for your « it appears 
that Current Mglish Law claims to recognise conscientious objection to 

- only two things,- (1) registration in the Military Service Register,and 

> (11) military service; and that such conecience is only recognised ac . 

' @xisting and legally objecting if the persons concerned are either (i) in 
posrescion of a certificate of Unconditional exemption granted by a : 
Tribunal, or (ii) in possession of a certificate of Conditional exemption 
Granted by a -Tribunal,. 

| When I came before your Tribunal, I sat there 

throughout your whole day and was satisfied not only that i had obtained 
justice, but also that if I had been in your place,!I would have come to 
exactly the same decisions as you éid (except possibly in one case, which 
4s not relevant at the moment}. But, it appeared to me that in ali the 
Cases, you were giving conditional exemption to ali who had clear 
conscientious objections to (only) the two clearly-recognised possibili tig 
of (i) registration in the miliégyy service Register and (ii) military 
Service; but that you granted Unconditional Exemption to ali those who 
the Tribunal recognised as (also) having conscientious objections to any — 
conditgons of any sort. - To put it as a clearer query, can you please 
tell me the differences (for differences there surely must bejsince the 
words & Conditional! and *Unconditional’ are so very different) beivecen 
the Level Rights of Gitisenship of those who are saaesiccaion detained kxerpt 
and thoce who are Conditionally Exempt? 

Thanking you in anticipation of a clear revly,and 
thanks very much again for your iast letter. 

youks for clarity of thought, 

J ePeter.Grant ; 
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| aw very interested to Bear that you have seem recak | 
rs nitingss about sycelf and should be very pleased if you could loan 
Lhnex to me a t might well be & good thing 22 I study thes carefully 
beforc: making a further wove om my perromal BDebail. - : 
he ctatesent in Peace Newe of May 15th appears to ty 7 
b> pant conditionally Feempt ¢.0.8' in a less fayourable Light before 
' 1 tham the "Conditionally exemmt (.0.2" who. (datter),it is stated, 
idl uot be dire under 50a to fulfil any cond’ tions of form of (oIvaig 
> the comeumity other than the form(s) of verviee specified by th< 
bunai. ivilarly,it swrely follows that if conditionally exempt CeO eb 
. y be cirected under S564 to fulfil their conditions but merely ine 
10 z'' cified? mamner,it cocr (or she uid) logicaliy follow that Unconcl t 
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ibunal cam direct a con citionally emt Cee & 
inte agriculture (for inetance), ant SSA can then direct that same C.& 
into a Finate narticular job in agri wits, but thy rhoulc it be 
nele hy anyone that an Uneonditdomally *xempt ¢.0. who bas beck given 
S48 ny — 
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é tural work under a Par Agricubbtural Committee, can nevertielens be 
Girected under S54 to Go thir carticular force@’ agricultural work under e 
Sar sgriculturel vomittec? =< I volee th ere ' Queries on behalf of not 
only uyself but on b& tmlt - a& large und thoughtful bocy of ( particularly 
aco tlonalLAy cart.) i whe be eve that the May 1th ; statement : 
2 OF Celi nat ely Y <he gainet ‘ th: a interercts , and if -a& Boat Ci ctarbing 

tatemant to be mbit Cised by the C eae Board Lor Conscientious 
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Dear Judge Ve thered, is | 
Thank you very much for your letter It appears 
that Current Mglich Law claims to recognise conscientious objection to 
only two things,- (41) registration in the Military Service Remicter,and 
(-{}) military cervice; and that such conscience is only recognised as . 
-,icting and legally objecting if the persons concerned are cither (i) in 
orceecsion of a certificate of Unconditional exemption grantec by a 
Tribunal; or (ii) in vocseesion of a certificate of Conditional exemption 
granted by a Tribunal. | 

Shen I came before your Tribunal, I sat there - 
throughout youy whole day anc was satisfied not only that ] hac obtaines 
justice, but also that if I had been in your place,I would have come to 
exactly t ame decisions as you did (except possibly in one case, wich 
not relics ant at the monet }-» But, it ap: reared to me that in ali the 
ecee, you rere gi ving condi tional exemption to all who hac clear 
con: cientions objections to (enly) the twe clearly-recomnised possibilitig 
f (i) registration in the miligegy service Register and (11) military 
Service; but that you granted Unconditional Exemption to all those who 
th ribumal reco; ondsed a ae (also) naving conscientious objections to any 


Ch fe 


comitions ef any sort. fo put it as @ clearer query, cem you please — 
teil we the differences (for ditierences there surely mast be, since 1hHe 
word: M Concditionalt and 'Uneonditional’ are so very different) betecen 
| Lit ag Ra shts of Citizenship of these who are Unconcitionaliy memot 


anc LORE WhO ar Com ‘i tional ied ikxemnt? 
) - ‘thanking you ia anticipation of & clear reply,anc 
t? very much again fer your last 1étter. | 
youts for clarity of aes Rie 
ds reter. Grant. © ae : | 
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I am in a position in which it appears to be desirable 
to ascertain the legal interpretations of the words "Bmployed" and 
*‘Unemployeé", and do think and hope that you may be able to help mes 


i an actually fully employed in several part-time occupations,.11 97 


which acdet up together, make me fully employed during each an every 
day, “(health permitting). The jobe I do are mostly of fairly clear 
importance, which I can,if required,try to prove. ' 
The CoBeGeO. euggest that I have been troubled recemtly 
under defence regulation S08 to be medically examined(even though I 


eo an Uncenditionally Exempt ©C.0.:Do you consider it legal to Soree 
one in my category to be medically examined?-TIhe €.B.C.0. believe it 


is the first case of its kind and consequently find it wore or les: 


impossible to advise — I am not fully employed in any one 
particular occupation. 


It do hope you can help me, @nd do-in trust of my belief 
an your capabilities of so doing, enclose herewith a further £1 to 
contimue my. membership etc which lapsed a fow days ago. 

I should perhaps mention that the last ictter I received 
from you was, ithink, the one dateé 2nd October 1942 under reference. | 
mmber LON/AT/DO¥. (Marlier correspondence was on the S Daub question}. 

Thanking you, 

yours faithfully , 


(Honorary Lecel Corres poncéuz. GRABTI ti sh wrogsoag ans d6 3942400, anc 


of National Peace Council, wee) 


orpora lion 
‘. aD : , 
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November 20th 1942. 


To 
The Bournemouth National Service officer, . ; 


c/o The Manager, 
Ministry of Labour anc Bationuns 
Yelverton Rd, BOURNAMOUTH. 


Dear Sir, 


| As Cirected by you - We 
examined by Dr Basrker on 17th i | ve now just 
finishe: writing him a letter,a copy or “whieh I enclone 
(attached) as most of it is important for you to study,a< 
well as the dector. I also enclose (attached) a copy of 
Dr Chisseli.'s certificate in case you have not yet seen 
the original copy: The point in seeing Dr Ghicsell was 
becavre he is vell—-known both at Burley and in Reading. 

I hope very much that the enclosed suggestions 
really co satisfy all concerned,as would seem very poesibles 
it would be easy enough for you to check up on me from 
tine to time, chould you feel it necessary,by applying to 
the B.B.C. and to the relevant agricultural addresses etc. 
It is wrong to suppose that I want to cause trouble and I 
hope most earnestly that our little differences will now 
completely vanish. - 

youre respectfully, 
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voute to Judge Bethered (of whieh a copy iv meleced), I write 
to comfiem my widllagmers: to & neonenanil pork ac a Gaaker 
0p ever Lhigga 
. .oough I very srebebly coudd anc woulc Be if there wes a 
Reeting here in Barley). Teleo eminoe copier of my Dusinors 
carte oi Of *B.eleTe* Ge sent te Judze Yethere@; I ale feel 
you way be luterestec 


Relicion" i cafl-t. 


aio Makers), 


ay, 
Bear Ringwood, Hante. 
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im View of the Actter I recently 


i «mh wot cumetiy a member of your fociety 


in the emecless@ cosy of wy *Pereonal 
Hey J hear from you again? 
Yours in the love of Chrict, 
¢o @ter. CHART 
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Lda 66 kin taiethbe and 3 oan preariay pasithine eve-trouble ve 

rest of us left India very soon aitervarde < probably quite near 
- @nd birthday- and I cevelgped hot > Chdgh-~F the boat. Bince then,I 
MavVG bac various similar catarrhal etupiainte developing inte a first atitek 
of Asthma in 1937,after which this disease has increasingly appeared at 
irregular intervale. I usually get Influenza each Spring and occasionally 
also at other times. I was first fitteé with spectacles after seeing an 
Bye~Speciealist in Latsanne when I was Tyeare old and have spent the greater 
part of my life after that in Switzerland. I remember when I first dared 
to éotplaih of -worm-irritation in my bowels:I was’ 3 years old and it was in 
Jerseey:ihis disease has been with me a good deal more often than not,ever 
since. Rheumatiem first set in as a more or less regular complaint about 
& years ago. when Iowas about 9 years old;acute appendicitis took me te 
be X-rayed for that complaint,but my mother “put her foot down" ageinst an 
- operation only just in time,much to the amnoyance of school authorities ets 
and the disease appeare—' to become partially cured through Christian 
Science: Information on my early treatment in Christian Science can best bs 
obtaiscc from Claude.a,Carr of Branksome Park,and later irestment 
particularly from Mre u.Marshali of Gorselands,Hightown,Ringwood. about 
5 years ago,two leading Oculicts in London were consulteg about ny eyes 
which, like the res’ of my body,are quite unusually sf ives, Il have had 
Tonsillitisc,the leet bad attack Deing only a few weeks ago,but,like my 
wother,I at oppesed to unnecesgeary operations, the pense operation I have 
had since I was quite smali,being when my right heel was ripped open almost 
exactly 10 years ago and which still hurts,especially with boots onjThe 
operation was performed by a Dr Seott at Stagsden Nursing Home. Dr Rochat 
of Le Pont, Switzerland & Dr Ferro of Gliewa,Maita are the < doctors most 
aware of the unusual number of times I have damaged parts of my hands and 
feet with severe strains etc. Dr Montague Rust ¢ Ur C.§.Collen-Smith, both 
of london.W.,are aware that I euffer from other unusual complaints, 
particularly over-swallowing and an ali~too-regular Dyspepsia which often 
becories too painful for me to be able to move. Dr A,L.Symes of 25,aT 
Leonards §47ee% Terrace,Chelsea,is aware of other unusual and disturbing 4 
complaints which I get,which inelude the inability, to 'pass water’ when in | 
company. Dr HeAg¥sWilson of Burley is aware that I am unfit for Agriculturs | 
from & physical standpoint and has also made me see Dr Yellorlees,Nedical 
Psychologist of 93A Harley Street (london) mainly on account of my long- 
persisting Insomnia which is now worse. The Ministry of Supply at Lyndhum~ 
and the Ministry of agriculture at Brockenhurst have some knowledge of wy 
ill—health,also H.M,Forester Aston of Burley lecge. Ur Chisseli,who has |= 
formerly stayed in Burley,was the last doctor to write me a medical (PTO) 


2 eae 
certificate (of witch a copy ds attac ), but ax 
with some recent knowledge of my state-of-health 
Specialist. called br Guth who resides at 69. re dng Ro at 
She is well-lmown as. @ Specialiet in stism and was soon - 
trace the scat of my Rheumatoid arthritic. also considers 


frovi lunc-trouble and bent. ribs} RoberteH. Olds, the Bournenouth | : ie 
also has similar views on my health and advised me to try to save we," 
lung by performing exercises: which he showeé me. Dr Olive spe ie 
Psychotherapist and: Medical Psychologist,of 22 Foxley Hill 
Surroey,scems to be of the opinion that I am decidedly Neurast . Ano’ 
Doctor of Psychology with opinions about me is B.A. Quinion of rdon 
Roac,boscombegAlro Dr, KathLeensB.Cobb of c/o Chrystall,High St, Banchory, 4 
Kincardineshires, I. hate obtained recent treatments for Asthma from Potter 
& Clarke, Botanic . ists of Viaduct House, Farringdon StgLlondons Bele | 

My main comp; % is my state of continuous great weariness 
which shows itself, for’ Gnstance, in my complete inability at times to even 
open our £Lrogt gate at Romer: I can do or read very iittle. before gee 
too weary to continue) and am easily prone te backache and faintnece and J 
am Vel-y ‘6l1com without. a bad headaches JoP GPabtit <ceces 


Dear Dr Backer, 


further to ote mectivis bir-i7th.Aget, I have been{unable  . 
to stop) worrying so much that Sediperd: at v, aint that I pens, not. 
move my head: I have no idea what yeig_Oppiiose or the present opinions of — 
.. the Ministry of Labour are about me, but & letter I got from the B.BsG, thh. 
: morning acted as a grand tonic and.I think it is vada just what ve are & 

. Joeking for. They can tell you that.I did not ask for an application form, 
but I have been doing confidential work for the B.B.C. now for conctine in 
a Capacity so voluntary that they paid me no more than my portal expensess 
But to-day,I have been sent an application form to fill up for regular work 
with them at a definate salary and am very thrilled about it ac I think i¢ | 
is work that should really satisfy all concerned; It means a tremendous let | 
to me whether I am happy or not ~ my work is always just about excellent 
when I am happy and just about hopelers when I'm nots; That's just how 1* 
made anc there's no getting away from it. The work offered to me isc not 
unlike the work done by the British Institute of Public Opinion and by 
Masc-Observation; Its nearests in governmental & semlegovernwental canacit 
ies are as dome by the Ministry of Information & by ‘Social Survey’; I 
have hac slight contacts with these in the past but cannot,of course, 
conscientiously do anything which definately supports the war: My work for 
KeG has been on a considerably larger scale so that I realiy think the 3) © 
BeB.G. expect me to be really useful to them: The work would consiret of 
interviewing and postal work, mainly the formwer,and would be sade up almost 
entirely of ceeing,going out of my way to discover,and reporting, TRUTH: 
This naturally appeals immenreely to my love of cdeing real honest good: I 
will now write 4 tell the Ministry of Labour about this too,and also infom 
the B.B.C. of my position anc feelings om the matter, In care you care to 
éeal direct with the B.B.G. on the matter,I am "5.2.0. Honorary local 
Correspondent $2/48n" and the reference number for my correspondence with 
them is called "14.96523.": I perhaps ought not to teli you any more about 
all this myself as most of their commmicatione to we are so cefinately 
marked CONFIDMITIAL (in big capitels) : It looks rather ac if the work 
would be part-time to start with,with the opportunity of it becoming fuli-g 
~time, which bringe me to another point which it was perhaps foolish of we 
not to mention when I saw you: The three members of my family usually at 
this address have started a Fruit & Vegetable Business which is really 
begimming to thrive now and they have appointed me the Mamager (I enclose 
@ eheet from one of its inveice books): What I am trying to ray is this « 
I should like to do part-time B.B.C. work and part-time Fruit 6 Vegetable 
work at this address,the amount 1 do depending of course on wy state-of 
health: What my health is like can,if you like,be decgided,for this 
purpose,on your findings on 17th inst. | (PeTeQe) 


ciate ty abils tyre (At ) 
With regard to the A: t& ‘Yeretable business, 
fon behalf of the. 3 of ab with various brancheer 
“alture,vith the Petroleum Board,at Reading,vith the Minietry 
Alton,rith the Bournemouth Varkets at Bournemouth’ and at New Mal 


with a Ringwood greengrocer called Mr @iseman, ~ aleo eomaller dealings wi 
frienic & relations in around Hampehire. 


Youre Sincerely, 


THE OLD PARSONAGE 4 
OTFORD 12 APR ga 


SEVENOAKS, KENT 


OTFORD 332 
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L7B, Sefton rark Rd., 
Liverpool 8 
4-4=-40 


Dear Tom, 


Very giad to PEGEAY? oN ORT letter end also the criticisms. 
1 am revising the cuestions; seco dingley and I shall try to present 
them asking them as to the&#® own opinion of the matter. 

I have'nt done any more as these last weeks Rita and 
myself have been busy making enguirtes about jobs end we have 
been preparing for our departure from Liverpool. As Rita is 
coming to London to stay I wonder if you would see her some- 
time as she would like to help sa bit with M.O. work. I am 
going to a csemp for pacifists in Derbyshire in the hesrt 
of the country. From 'War begins et home’ I saw that you would 
like to do surveys in the country disricts and when I go 
there I would like to de help if possible, Could you think it 
over ? I shall also do some more of this survey there. 

I have copies of all the material you have. If you 
can make some use of the material please do,but mention 
my name $ 

The above address will still be alright as Gertrude 
will forward letters on for us. | 

Should be very pleased te recééve a reply. 


yours, Z 
) PH. 


Could you send us bulletins please ? 


HANSARD, pe 678 114240 
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Mr. Thurtle asked the ilinister oi Labour whether any steps 
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to take any oath or make any solemm affirmation of the trut 
A, 4 ' a * ome A. ... 4. ‘ - ©) 
their statements to the triounal: 


ha > 7 “ -"« ~s > oe ~~ | co : ’ i ve —_—s <*rl- ‘ = m4 
Mr. 3. Browm: It is for the tribunals to determine what evidence 


they require in supvort of statements made before them, +t 
oUunishable offence to ma! > Talse statements in siving any 
information for the purvoses d the Act, and 3 Warning to TF! 
effect is orinted on the official forms. Applicants may be 
reuired by tribunals to give their evidence on oath; the 
oractice of the different tribunals in this matter varies. 
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into the statements of av Licants? 
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Mir. Brown: I have said that the practice of vaiious tribunals 
ditters a the law lays the resynonsibilityv n them 
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Jir,g Je-dJe Davidson: Does not the large number of r ejections 
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supvort the desire of the hon. tember in this respect: 


Lieut-C lone - 51K thomas hi OOTEs Has n Se rig Pr t hon.triend any 
information what tribunals do in Germeny with regard to 
onscientious objectors? 
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, Conscientious Objectors. 


Brigadier-General Sir Ernest Makins asked the lhinist 
whether he is aware of the. Fesentment felt at the fa 
large number of conscientious objectors are better offi 
financially than their contemporaries in the fighting services 
and whether he will consider the desirability of introducing a 
scheme under which no conscientious objector should receive 

more money in resvect of his civil em>loyment than the equivalent 
pay and allowances of 2 militiaman, the balance to be vaid b 
the employer to the iixchequer? 
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Mr. . Brown: I would refer my hon. and gallant Friend to the 
recly I gave bs the hon. “ember for Stretford \Mr. Ralph Etherton) 
and the hon. Member for Walton (Mr. Purbrick) on 4th April, a copy 
of which I am seming him. 


Sir it, Makins: May I, without criticising in any way the opinions 
of the conscientious objectors, ask the right hon. Yentleman 
whether he really considers that a man should benefit by refusing 
to fight for his country; and is he awar f the rising tide of 
indignation of men in the dServices and the vast majority of 
civilians? 


- 2 
Mr. Browm: These ar 


— iF 


Qe, @ course, matters of opinion, but 1 would 
ask myhon. and gallant Friend to do one thing for me. If he will 
help me to break down the prejudice whic farmers heave to using 

conscientious objectors who are assigned to land work, he will 
helv me greatly. 


Sir_ Ee Makinss; I have not heard of the information the right hon. 
Gentleman has, but if he will give it to me I will be glad od 
help hime 
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es in the Army are much worse off financially tha 
and are doing more work’? 
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Conscientious Opjectors 


Mr, Rajph Utherton asked the Minister of Labour whether, in 
view of the varying practice of different tribunals hearing 
a00Lications for exemption from service in the Armed *orces 
on conscientious grounds, he will instruct or circularise 
tribunals on the advisability of taking evidence on oath? 


Mre if Srown: I have no power to issue instructions to the 
triounals in this matter 


er, Whicn by regulation is Left to the 
discretion of the chairmen, who are alilmen of 
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LE 26.11.44. 


The Army and Conscientious Opjectors. 


Inv has already suggested in a report that the army fecls 
more strongly towards conscientious objectors than anybody else doe , 
and also that there is more bitterness shown towards C.0.s than 
against anything @lse. This has recently been strongly borne out by 
reaction to a Company of N.C.C. working in close proximity to imv's 


In this camp there have also been prisoners of war and there 
have becn great difficulties in preventing our men in frat- 
ernising with them. There have been sondiderable cases of ration 
being shared with prisoners. On the other hand our blokes refuse 

/to eat in the same dining tent as the conscientious objectors, 
and there was quite a fuss when they were provided with trans- 
port to get to a new unit, despite the fact that this was the 
normal procedure. Hardly anybody has a sood word to say for x 


Inv considers there a number of reasons for thisi«e 


(14) By far the most important is that the men in the army 


think that the N.C.C. are getting out of things. Nobody 
likes war and fighting and life being generally unpleas- 
ané, everybody would much prefer not to be in the thick 
of things. But they are and there is the end of it. The 
N.C.C.say they won't fight and that's the end of ite The 
men in the army feel that they are getting away with it. 


Additionally they are subject to different discipline. 
A case occurred where a religious conscience was con- 
cerned( distribution of literature) The man was warned 
not to do it again; he did so, and was out on a charge; 
he was talked to like a brother and that was the end of 


thate 


The N.C.C. are undoubtedly an odd lot, The army 
inevitably tends towards standardisation and everybody 
gets rather like his neighbour. The N.C.C. don't and 
carry a lot of eccentrics - this emphasises their diff- 
erence. 

German prisoners on the other hand exhibit the same 
characteristics as the British to an aston&&hing degree. 


They hang about the latrines to avoid work, they try and — 


be out of the way when there are fresh details. The men 
notice these things - km favourably. 
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inv has tried to argue for the N.C.C. on a number of 
occasions, particularly along the lines that at takes a great 
deal more courage to refuse to go to war than it does to 
follow the crowd. This is generally reluctantly admitted but 
it makes no difference to the general attitude. Inv fully 


, admits that the general aspect of the NCC is, to say the least, 
| unprepossessing. 
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Impressions of priso 


I arrived at inchester orison on .ay Wth, - 
hard labour for refusing military orders. 
of the sentence, waiting under "close arrest" for the ve martial ' 
promulgation. i remained at Winchester until July llth, when 1 was 


transferred to wormwood ~crubs. I was released on duly 24th... il shan'’t 


‘try to five a chronolo cal account of my e-perience: my memories aren't 
sufficiently well-ordered for that and it probably isn't what you want 
anyway. instead, 1'1l1 try to summarise my observations and impressions 
under a few headings:- 


Prisoners & the \ar: in winche: Ge er, there were plenty of Army deserters 
ani absentees, as well as avy & me rchant seamen who had"sone adrift" 
(the accepted “phras e)/ for varying oeriods. wome were trying to “Work 


their tickets" by persistent and prolonged absences:others had only been 
absent for a few days and were indignant or ashamed to find themselves 
in prison. 2some of the latter had come from the firshtine Yronts and 


their seemingly disproportionate sentences were presumably intended to 
act aS a deterrent to others. ior instance, an absentecffom the Italian 
front arrived at the vrison with a 15 years’ ‘sentence: within a day or 
two, however, ae learnt that his sentence had been cormmted to 5 years. 
>uch swift commutation is fairly frequent in the case of sentences for 
lesertion. ihe attitude of those who were “working their tickets" was 
isually candid « in no way contrite. here Ls ate < need for sclf- 
iustification in prison: it is a place where ‘No. l rst" is recognised 
as the sensible policv: 1 spoke to several of theea’ “tisket Asean, 
~ome said that they just didn't want to soldier: some said that they 


thought the war was a "racket" and no one got anything out of it except 
the politicians « financiers: others were more concerned with settings 
employment or getting back to "“civvy street", vointing out that they'd 
probably be out of the Army and in good jobs by the time their erstwhile 
com@érades began to be demobilised. rN typical remark was:"\Wiell, when 

I 20 out ‘of this fuckin’ place, 1'11 still ‘ave me arms & legs, which 

* 


is jore'n most of those poor bugzers'll ‘avet" Usually, this attitude 
was frankly selfish and in no way a prdest against the war or the 
expression of a political belief: in fact, it was often associated with 
an otherwise conventional attitude to the war, to the Germans, etc. 


“erhaps 1 shouldn't try to make go abrupt a demarcation between a 
'selfish" attitude and an attitude based on principle. After all, most 
LOs are probably actuated to some extent by selfish motives; and, on 
the other hand, the attitude of these deserters may well have been a 


dim unformulated protest. against the insanity «~ inhumanity of the preseht 


dispensesion. there was a general interest in the military situation 
- particularly, of course, after the news of the invasion landings. 

the news was read daily by the chaplain at Winchester from the “Vaily 
telegraph” - although on some working parties (e.s. the garden party, 
where + worked) we only heard it twice a week. the military situation 
was discussed between the men « the ‘screws", and by the men themselves. 
inevitably, with sven less information to hand chan 1s available to 

the average newspaper reader outside & with the artificial stimulus to 


rumour « wild speculation that impris ame gives, the conversations 
wer usual y opinieheted but rich 1 roundless assertions « fanciful 
theories Une could not say that the pri Soners were, on the whole, 


u atriotic. there was more cynicism ("it's a bloody racket", ete} ‘than 
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sually disbelieved i ridiculed ‘h ws | the ns that l 
usually disbelieved and ridiculed. the news \on the occasio! hat 4 
. _ . ' - > “ — De at i« = . » 
heard it) was read by the chaplain after mid-week ~ wounday services, 
ry A tharotfoany: e Sa Gl renerc rpanetinn with anme rartaintyv 
and one could therefore gauge tne general reactlo} LU SsOMme CePrvuainvy. , 
’ $ 4. | ot oS ratan . $AnW14 
i remember, after the chaplain had read out a certain ltussian co : Lque, 
. . ? £ gehisc ' , of? 4S. — s » © 1? 
overhesring such comments as: "No fuckin’ Germans left now, is there‘ 
Tt - - tf , . = | . * ." ‘ “Tv ¢ 
and “Well. boy, the war's over - . Un another occasiol new: 
3 xT » ty > wh 4 1 c Yon we Cc ror i oie ie _ T oe A & ; Tne = = ’ CD ere 
jl jas read which alleged mass executions of vews by the we ni ve 
‘ TT . 7 he i om OF — nad of. 7 
forgotten how many Jews were supposed to have been put to death - mse 
, iy " me mak wurst 1 : a Aas) & tarp Prep be — Nh 
of ansinie pane pe ihe report met with -eduLlity om the men, who 
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dismissed it @ rally as Fuckin’ ites” or “i0oU of dLOOD uLLshit. 
Vespite the seeeeest in the military situation \and, after all, an 
diversion is welcomed in prison), mo of them certainly waehked to Ke 
out of the war Addendum: in ‘iormwood ecrubs, there was no dissen- 
ination of news at all and therefore the military situation was not so 
1 Sa (on . ~ : Seo In ~4- 2 ; 2905 tT 
much discusse - OT onlv in a th -atical , ° 
Prisoner « tiving Bombs: ihen 1 arrived et scrubs, the flving bomb 
i eect rt el 
attacks were in full spate. I heard the drone, hover & ish of th 
’ 4 os ' aay : . 
"pdee~ ben for the first time, as i sat behind a lock door on the 
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onde landins ud. ihere 1s no At "isoners. i:one o ‘ do] 
prisons have shelters, although some were damaged - causins casualties - 
ha pets arlier te = 1 en; ang iS me : SO . na ST VY 2 ¥)} | , nay hoa: - : e, 1} Wr¢w¢, 
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let us carry on as usual, even after the “i nent danger” hoover; and, 
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at other times » LO Sen us tO =- or i V | . Me 7. @ cells. -JLLo POLLO 
al : ~ “" S$ ~~ +. ~ m cn . ? 7 ™ ' ¥ } 4+. 4 : 
of dispersal in separate C ells is » AaCCO Ln to th iT i180r a lOrLULES, 
; ° ° ’ = > 
the best way to minimise casualties, Lt 18S interpret by th ‘1soners 
’ oy , .- ° ~ ' } * - * 7 . : ~ 17 ‘ ' 4% ~~» ") city . . 
as allousness and i1ifference. -HeLl G5 a OO C O 3 ALESSNESS 
de , 7” 2 ADD . . 4. ‘ a iy in se 
at the lack of Ant provision: the men thou ht that, at least, the shoul 
“—— ' = +. B - ’ ‘ a ] cy ’ -» LL >» a fr s ~ ae "] 
be allowed to go to the lower cells and sleep three or four ina cell. 
the pris W t+ hit durine mv veriod of sg urn and +t} PestLlessness 
pris on Vas n U = Ur in Til 4 LLOQ QO 1 ~1@) JO UL n cClAail ‘ UV Pigs t= BINS ad Nut Sh 
therefore never really erupted there was a Keen interest at Pe spreoyicse's 5 
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a . , Eaerny rs. inte ° - : 
when news of the new ‘Secret weapon’ was firs announced: men: iiscussed 
~* ~ " , -'- ~~ ' y + -» ~ “ ~ _ . » ’ 
it during exercise per Lods , quoted from letters received from residents 
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caine’ such ascendancy that all other obscenities « profanities were 
liscarded. Even such normally common expletives as "bloody" or 
Ts a aie agp VE ——— o , % QO _— 1? — 2 1? ( 4 its . t my 
bugser were rarely used. niv “Christ vith its variants esus 
Christ!" and "Fuckin' Christ!") made any bid for second place. This 
impression was confirmed at idinchester, Nothing made me so conscious 
V er 


of m U undines as the incessont ~ monotonous use of the word 
"Mpockin'"... Verv few men indeed could say anvthineg without emploving 
this word - and those few were mostly UQOs, It rane in one's ears 

on the exercise circle, until one could hear it afterwards in one’ 
cell like a recurrent echo. t could be adapted for almost any part 
of speech: used as a noun ("The fucker told mée..."), as an adjective 
("Then the fuckin' serew came in - "), as a verb ("rusk off, I told 
'im" or "He was fuckin’ about," etc.), as a sort of adverbial phras 


("He went off like fuck") and, of course, as an ejaculation. Why 
the men felt impelled to interpose-this word so often (thrusting it 
even where it made en@ynciation difficult or impaired sense and 

conti: ulty? , I could saver quite understand. Undoubtedly, most of 


the! id it because it was the accepted idiom: a sentence sounded 
str without its auota of "fuckin's" and mire prisoners, most of 
then "Tonal frishtened in their hearts no doubt, are anxious. not to 


tL. 


provoke hostility or scorn or mockery. Again, the expletive permits 
one to talk rapidly and forcefully, without having to exert onesélf to 
di’ferent words or exact adjectives. it is more prinitive 
therefore: almost as if a grunt or a bark were introduced into the 
lensuage, of exceeding elasticity, capable 6@ conveying the most 
li é meanings and nuances 1 hove you won't regard the 
‘oreroing as too scabrous, but it is one of my most vivid prison 
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sinesday mornin before work and on Sunday mornings (with a shorter 
rvice sometimes in the afternoon). there were separate service 
or BVa, 4 ended the U of #4 services, although I'm a Bu idhist. 
\st men attend chevel, because it affords an hour's diversion - an 
len nat 
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Ll. -oreover, the hymns are 


alms chanted, with a good deal of gusto. A 
the chapel in co Se adage Beep pb of his envir- 
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mnment, would imagine himself to be among a ticularly devout 
asspmbly of worshivpers Again, the na for this is the chance 
of a diversion, of sinvins, of being together, etc. Lost of the men 


i O 
certainly don't t the services seriously. +here was often. an 
undercurrent of i ical - and: even bawdy - comment during the lessons 
or sermons and the bigzest blasohemers of the week may well be the 

b nyt ngers 


of mPunda AY ..V own attitude was certainly that 
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rvice provided a ‘change’ and an opportunity to hear some 
1c \a voluntary from the organ before the service and the hymns, 
assably well by the chaps ce. men, with perhaps another voluntary 
t e@). i found unexpected oleasure, however, in listening 
fe =e chaplain's addresses. ‘He was a Sincere and well-meaning man 
I had some longish talks with him in my cell), who endeavoured to 
put Dies his message Simply and forthrishtly. lie had been influenced 
by the v¥ford Group -ovement and believed that it was only necessaiy 
to “Listen” and the inner voice of conscience - of God - could be heard. 
‘ie enjoined the men to do this, week after week - without, of course 
much apparent etfect. .Oostly, the men Seemed to forget the sermon 


Wa 


LO e 


a 


immediately, if they listened at all. ‘the chaplain assured me, though, 
that conversions in prison were not infrequent - currently he had a 
"difficult case" of a hardened recidivist who claimed to have been 
converted and whose sincerity the chaplain was trying to ascertain. 
One week the chaplain was more forthright than usual, coming down from 
the pulpit to pace to “~ fro in the aisle, staring at each row as he 
passed by, inveighing against our neglect of God, declaring that - i 
crises - we turned to God for help but otherwise ignored him, denoun 
the use of Uhrist's name as an oath, etc. this sermon did stir up 
men, mostly to protest and indienation. I heard the sermon beine 
discussed on several occas sLONS Un the garden party, where 1 worked, 
the chaplain was described as always trying to get at us, always 
meaning that we're a lot of fuckin" rogues." The opinion expressed 
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oy several was that everything the chaplain ild was irrelevant to then, 
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because he believed in “his sod” and they didn't... “i don't never 
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unlawful possession of wovt. property) told me."L've been throuvh sone 
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trovble, but I don't go whinines to tod. I don't believe in him anywa; 
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1 told the chaplain on one occasion how ironical it seemed to me that 
7 a. + . Y +7" 7 a —_~—— «“; | a _ ~ 1 ote ~~ ‘ 2 _ ie a 
the pRisoners sang and prayed so fervently \or, at least, so loudly.) 
4 BE ; i : TT? TT > 4. oa _ eee? . ad . J. i? ? i F he . 
4 <TIOW , he §s: os 1 often feel awtu apout it. iie aade that he had 


once been completely opposed, not only to compulsory attendance at 
chapel, but even to deliberate encouragement to Zo (hy feeble men with 


Bi 4.4054 JiL 
the alternative of an hour alone in their cells. ie had favoured the 
organisation of some competing attraction - another exercise period or 
a lecture - so that only those really desirous of worship would atten 
chapel. ut his view had been modified by the arguments of an X.C. 
chaplain at a certain conference. “his #.C. ad contended that, just 
as many prisoners have to be compelled to keeo themselves clean and 
their cells tidy, so they ouzht also to be compelled to look after 
their spiritual welfare. ‘ithout beins completely convinced, the 
“inchester chaplain had nevertheless modifi his attitude and hereme 
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for self- justific: sation in prison. veryone has committed so ffence 
— So conversation slways starts with: vhat're in for, chun?" ) 

efensive attitude that the criminal has taken wp in court ec: ye dropped 
once he is “inside”: no one is in a position to criticise him. «i.anv 
men admit their ottence quite readily (and, when they don't, their crin 
usually becomes known somehow), althoush they often addp rider about 
“bad luck” or "Hundreda are doing it, only i've been cducht"' or som 
such. wexual offenders, of which there are plenty, are no keen to 
disclose or discuss their offence. ihere was one priso 7 nehest:=r 
who was genera ly believed (that's as far as I'll 20) to have raped : 
Little gird of 9, who answered inquiries about his offence by sayine: 

if . 


‘ 
* i e 
ty UR, = my =, =6| m4 AM AMaANY ~~? +, co Han iT) thie oe ecl4 7 
con m1 ras | bitouUoil eanou . = ‘Soe. ? Tate ' “ele ¥ Ca a 4 ele 

5 one a ~ ot ~ ; ~~ - | le -] ~ ~ a mk -- | + ~le ; Z * , 
a cultured but veneered accent, was disliked - partly, I think, because 

me , es > a | , ~ ~ oes a pare -. %. a =—* , 2 . — - i i i . 
of the nature of his offence. Veserters » LNLEVES black-iarketeers 


“ at > 
. ake Y ~ ory , whe >» oat 2 : = : S ’ niniatl fe of? a ~ j | e i on te . ' _ ‘ 
arefthe respectable folk in DFP lLSoNn- SEXUaL OTISCNaAQecrPs \NOMOsedr| ALS» an 
pI , - ssi de moment he = = ' P | enti in eee ee 
other perverts, rapers, assaulters, the incestuous) are less respectable 
a _—w — oe Oe ot dt oe . 7 oo 8 a. re 
and are sometimes regarded with actual contempt or discust. and then, 
a , . — cn ua <> 7 ~ a. pegy ie i. 2 « ~ ee: 
oft eel. CLA“ FZOELPa UC! accounts OJ a men's oiience are andt to circula @ ° 
- » a e = . a ie i a. a ‘ _ 
brigoners find cex al perversion as titillatine and denisration of otners 
om ati i. a 17 + cc ‘ | TAT wT? ~ . a a | a. ale 4 ¢| r) mi on . ; a ot ~, + 
-— Sa is ifvine £}) do L CO Lk O} LA YU 2 L< CS eee LiQ VV SLE mort Z ~ oe ae Mo UG i m OF 
¢ } 


Cc 
certain prisoners’ offences Became Known, 1+ can't say: @ was le 


conclude that the "screws" must gossip occasionally. The “queenies” 
4 2¢ )" pro ee i a topic of conversation, although hom- 

ty alone is not sufficien arn general disapproval or 

oF t. Almost as water as hichly coloured accounts of others’ 

erimes were the (omebablyv just as exagcverated) stories of injustice 


SS 
74 


— 


“Se °F . “> . . ae ‘ a 

"bad luck": the cases of men who had not been guilty but had been 

- ‘ fee : - ™ , ‘ . = eer , 

sentenced nevertnel , who had received a.long stretch tor 4 trivial 

’ | i. ; i * > 2. eS. - fe > 7 . 5 ? . © » - 
offence or who would have ‘sot away with it" if it hadn't been tor some 
1 +f hin htenh ‘alTAne Jnto thic ateroqrvy are instances OL 
unforseeasable hitecn. falling into this catesory are instances o1 

7 . 


7 A 1. S ~ 5 Puram kro L-y- “1i«<r 7 ~ we te 13 wht «az an 
prolonsed desertion irom tne arm ONLY VLOUF tO . Lich hen the 


. - . _ - ~ ~ ~ f h ys , >; +. - ++ -=4 7 9 - 1 ‘ s fe if \K an 4 ale 
oy he 7} ‘is « ea C OT} / ) } L's :s Ly | TT | { Ch se ‘ tL n f° 
‘ ° a . A. 
- - Yet " ha ¢ Th ” + | . > anm ¥ - 2 P 
uc Sa stor’ ce} in = enhance to a month for some minor racket 
7 7 Z 4. i. * ~ ~ — ; | — es ar . e 
in potatoes: he he sent from the arm or 5 years, had provided 
HW 4 » srs 4 os . 7. 5 +-~- anny —- a ; , h q r niv le mOynr dete T 
bo diit 1 in Cl1V YELL Cal Q . VV es ean as Be JESIi AES Cue 
7 : i > . ~ _— -t. = . a -_ ; 1 me ; . ‘ “Te CF LCS 
, ; () | eee 
; ° , 
i? rf 1? a af a . - % 3 ok 4 7 4 dot — staff 
Ug yer ; isonsrs: Lationshin between the prison staTf: 
— a — —_— = © -_- *: —- oe er a ee 6 ~ © " x . ° 
: ~ . + a ’. 9 ae oO ° A. . ‘ is i Dain ie : “ 
the men is fairly fr from friction. Un first entering prison, 
4 “ : if? - : = “i - . . a ae J ; . on = Fi , “ _ Ss ~ ‘ . ? | A. 
Of) reeLsS uncomiortvadLlLy aware oO: bhe constan Surveillance and the 
a ee “ a4 — * . } > som eye a ee a ne oo ° 7 a in nan S i - eu , Le d- 12, 
nveilinudgdlL snouts -« r.Ly aoa. L. oyie cells there. rey. VAaCK. Old - Vile 
7 — oe > 2 ta a- | ~ “y? eae te - “Nana i. iw cy p ~ > " sc Om ar ." ~rt 
A. Casa Gs A. ° J ULle Ee] IVLOLY OPAL se uv goon one vecomes accustomed 
= " . = m sh +, ; 4. | - ° b 5 ‘ . bY ” , Is yr , ' oO VetT »~ 5 »] c 
. O] role aS a unit without espomBibili or rudimentary right: 
, - ' le “ 2 iwV Aaa 4 Y + oe oe srt - AT, ° an ne. “Me ite 
- ‘Su wi S UL SPaVINS LGvnowod ql 1O Lilt HNavever OHS i: LOLaGa = 
‘ . es . a . ' ° — ° . £2 
~~ +: , ~ ¥ . | i ¢ ~~ ~ aa MNT - Wat —- 9" lies —- =F x7 y 
J) nen onwaras L & LS Zz. e/ S tin | r POwUvsane e VO} AU 3 1° Lew 


“ec ~ la mae ) ~ + S 7 Pen & ~ - lh ~~ ofl. _. . « 
Gisoners, I should say, fall foul of the prison authorities in a local 


ran YT obhkhtale on =. Mana haac*tKeam . *y2 Ar1 Kh: Uo" anirae tra lCUN at am wT anne ri 
rrso) “we UCL ia ¢ se BS a« yp * nue PP ' / . - CO Te ae or: - Yaw CA b VOL JS . ee cd 
,» & ai ; , y ~ i . . : ™ ~ iit -}. - 7 “ ~ »s ~ _ Om a —— } * . 4-'} ee ‘i , i ) 
| ak - a) ari art NAopTwp.a Lv eke 1O ion mWUCcCn r} > wore na;}r ] 
\ , 5 % oe ie 616 , i j . aan d J | ole apa a J P & . Tht i © i. idele J Lut oF | 1 J wt LILLE J IO BS or J ‘ ie ] ied 
. ~ a . . 
anim nel « ren | 1ere was little evidence at 
— > a -4 \ . ! > . ‘ > - = = / J L ’ ‘ - > A 
: oa . >. . + -. “~ . > ae “ na 
- 4. ~ 9 ' > i 77 a 1. ~~"? 
L [le ; LOU di Us| 4 IAvLLeCL Ol 
—— 7 : . I-A Pr ~maI4 + , . 1 “IWAN T We ae fee ~ 5 7-4 
| S the n rult in the Army becomes condit 
| 


, é J - , ~ * v4 . 3 . — - ' - _ . : - “ o a : = 
— 
, , ~ > . ‘> J " 
i _— tlie y — “~- ~ ~ ~ ~ — a a od - ~ —_ . ~ ~~ ~ P . o- 
; , a ~ "> yg . eo | "} 4 7 Ta + ; ys a , ‘ > ry , ,/ , “y+ | ; . > > me * OY cy ~ > 
Ww : eel . — / ’ \. * — _ nt y ’ a / ‘ — ' « >» 7 ; » a D aw af a ‘ J he == a 7 = x . i ? a 


ieet a eine ha Bk ae roe Ree — ve ene hia cn ae re ae ai a a ae ae < ~ i e 
sVveryth3 can be left Oo tnen. vtoPaccigg as things go smoothly, 
. - 7. ae bide a -. Sea Lr. 2 2 i i A,% , h > 3 £. 

| are not too ofticious or obsteperous - thoush,habituated to 
. 2 oun‘ — ge in te ee ee» wy wit bay ES eee 
i¢lding petty power, they shout loudly and speak peremptorily as a 
ea -* ata tala . t- 1. 4 ~ : . ~ 2% ? 2 — cows > 9 Lv +. | ae + "a 7 sé cy ‘ 7 
J) \ 4 C) = Re a . 1 & i ime , i « , 2 J ; DK J W)C YY 1) UilLe 4 is LNe USvat 
MM . —T tt > 7 =. 


many : oT AIT . Agra | ,akin? XT PTY NG hi + see i. The i } ] ao a 7 
SLU) 1 mw yYreucli) rt SvUEGLiavion = Sverzt vOnuRGS hie U Bel Lile Wan VUSLOovV CGiLL 
: . Ss . = a 4 
: | chance of rear , 
ae, 4 mae ee me germ res wacom © } ws i - 2 sieae nice . 
ake 1b, Moutine 1s almost sacredly observed in prison: every dav 
“ ar" x "y y S i- = 1. * ae : . > mee ‘ 7 o~ l= ' we F , 55 -) ”~ o~, ” 7? .. 7 " 
] exactly Like the same day a week azo and every movement of routine 
anne 4 7 . ~~ if - ‘ -% . lL. i a omen . % 
ust. be performed, however unne scessary. rrobably, sc 1 
— im Fiea ja antoarecead - Te ifr ang tt dap ll « sf 4 : : : 
1ties is enforced to ensure security : if initiative 


rod 


ous perforn- 


Ane ‘outine dutie curi 

or invention mets nbbred into the running of the prison, unexpected 
difficulties misht arise. liowever, there it is = sanrosanct routine 
e wer Inted many times a day at re we ter (not so much at Scrubs 

where the staff is smaller in proporti tO bhe number of prisoners), 


: Of 
doors and gates were locked and unlocked | tee unfailing regularity, 
the same shouts, the same questions, the same.... the first few days 
in gaol are acutely uncomfortable for the "reception" ler *elvy because 
he 1S isnorant of this routine which everyone else knows so well, lie 
ireads 2 step. but, as soon as he is acclimatis ed, he feels 
the support o” this routine like everyone else, lie can relax and 


let himself drift: the days are so much the same that time telescopes 
behind one like a closing concertina. it is often remarkable how 
swiftly a week seems to h:ve gone. Sossibly realising this, reas@aising 
thet swift passage of time depends on uninterrupted routine ‘the 
pfEsoners are as tenacious towards routine as the staff. i] 
a certain mutual concern.to make sure that everything so0es smoothly 
Nothing vrovokes unrest among the prisoners more than a slisht depart- 


ure from routine (1 exclude, of course, departures from routine of which 
the prisoners have been forewarned - the se are naturaLlvy welcomed as 
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a diversion). Dut a meal a minut: or Oo late or some slight hitch 

can provoke Tu1Ge disproportionate anger, ‘he role of the upper 

hierarchy - the “overnor and the "rs" (principal officers, is rmucr 
yp - 


the same as that of “hig 


h-ups anvwhere alse. ren thev : ear on 

a routine round of inspection, everyone is working industriouslv and 
no one iS talking. they must know, 4 suppose, that as soon as they 
pass on the whole scene is cast aside like a discarded film-set - © 

ingers cease to sew, eyes : lifted again, chatter is resumed. Ley 
connive , i suppose = and very sensibly, too. Ufficially, the “silent 
system”. is enforced in Stitish prisons: men working in association are 
not permitted to talk, conversation beins allowed only during 
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from revort of H Baylis. RAs. On oninion 


have contessed to me that they would have 
the guts",but on closer questioning it was 
at they nad no conscientious objection to 
cours ney thought it ravher silly and pojntless) but 
ion to being in H.M.eForces at Alleece’ 
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scientious objectors cause a good deal of heartburning and I 
ave heard many heated argue ents about them , Many dismiss them all 
unnatural and meet to be shot but the more thinking generally concede 
t it requires a good deal of guts to be a “co and that we have taken 
ne crowd. Vomnliant is usually made over the 


ad. where is probably 
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way by Yollowing t 
many CO's are merely swinging the 
cation for tnis complaint,but 1 have heard the more uncom 
that 9o% ot CO’'S were not 
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oF ag whois a ¢«Q.°--now'a a let oO serge and his Diary contains some 


1. 2-4-9¢ ‘sturt about Cr.Q. Ss. and farm life GUC «y and .neloses,. this’ 
me fae 
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j Css He mentions your book tebteite in War" ~ says"read:. the firs# chapter. 
| “It looks as if our Govt are trying* to; lose the war, They seem to. be 
ss. ..damihed ignorant. (and the: condescending | wireless propaganda “is no 
| anti-toxin. to that poisonous: belief.) "> 
Pca oso He. also says. :“*A note: on Bditorial, page of. "Glasgow ,Herald" (July 26th). 
states that M.P.a are grgry at M.Qsi's' spending money on door to @or — 
eof 7 >. survey. Perhaps the persons who<hHave been doing that work are un- 
ant Pe trained and clumsy, but it would | appear that M.P.'s are as stmd ds 
\, ever, about social investigation. As "Science.in’ We at (p. 131) points 
4 out; this work is vitally necessary to,a-nation at:.war - is, M-O not 
1 to be. allowed to do:it? ah any case, I.cannot imagine aman whose 
sympathies are extreme right making a “good Minister of Information, 
eppoed atiy when weed beni a are SO: ampcr tans,’ 
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Penge P. 207 « Obs. report. 


10.30 No mention of Armistice, 

10.40 One of the older chemists was getting ready a box 
to stand on so that he would be able to switch off an electric 
motor which was making a noise.e Ido not know whether he had 
been told to do so by the Boss or not but heard afterwards that 
the Boss had said he did not want any noisy machines running. 


While he was doing this the h ead brewer came in and said 
'Silence' laughing at his ow joke, 
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+ Nightingales 


Material for thef ull write up of the last paragraph 
5 of my scenario. ee 
ae At i ae at Accv iy. 
This includes: pee Lt eee 
Summer time now —*”" we 
2He signs on - not at registry office, but registering 
to kill 
3 Today he writes in the external diary of history 
Y Soliloquy as he signs on -- his mind wanders oT 
S-Into trench — bs |; oft : | ce pee, 
6Bravery flash ‘* eect e rN 
Cowardice flagh— aoe. 
4 Why not be a 0.2 eae 
j lash to tribunal sequence Ime 
cBravery flash again @.)\')\-* | : 
//Churchill words — 
/20n to this young man swoops the Tnevitability of it all 
12 Fatalism / Ae Qe: V? 
rare and negative determination 
sind this sort of hell once and for ail : 
Pe Memory of Armistice Day~ j wey 
/7? Story breaks the silence 
12? Last summer's memory 
7 Birds singing with summer coming 
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_ya\ Nightingales now in the South of France : 
Guns explode 
-,Bombs exploding ao aS 
aj3bdward Ward's voice "2° ¥ / f 
»yTommy Handley's voice i~™ 
«Snatch from jazz song: ' 
% The girl's voice singin 


moon" 


2.’ Final explosion 
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